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HISTORY
O F T H S

PEOPLE called QUAKERS.

BOOK VI.

CHAP. XIV.

Queen Anne afcends the Throne.—Addrejjes to

her.—She declares her Refoluiion to maintain

the Toleration.—Second Addrefs.—Account of

Margaret Fox.—G. Keith fent a MiJJionary to

America.—Account of Ambrofe Rigge.—His

Epijtle of Advice.

x\NNE, the fecond daughter of King James, chap.
who was married to Prince George of Denmark, xiv.

fucceeded to the throne by virtue of the act of v—^—-*

fettlement. Addreifes of congratulation were l l02 -

made to her from all quarters upon her accef- afcends the

fion. The people called Quakers thought them- thronc -

felves no lei's than others called upon to con-

dole the king's death, and teftify their fidelity

to the new fovereign. They accordingly drew
up an addrefs, and deputed George Whitehead

B 2 and
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CHAP and fome other friends to prefent it, who being
xiv. introduced by the Duke of Ormond and the

Earl of Marlborough, read her the follow-
170a.

msr

:

Addrefs to

her.

" To Queen Anne, over England, &c.

" May it pleafe the Queen,

" We thy peaceable fubjects cannot but be
6 forrowfuily affected with a deep fenfe of the
6

lofs fuitained by the death of our late King
c William the third, whom God made the in-
c flrument of much good to thefe nations ; a
' prince who indeed defired to be a father of
4

his people, and as fuch did by his great ex-
4 ample as well as precept, endeavour to unite
4 them in intereft and affection, and promoted
4 and confirmed a legal liberty to tender con-
* fciences, by all which his reign was adorned,
4 to the renown of his memory."

44 And it having pleafed the all-wife God,
4 the difpofer of kingdoms, to preferve thee
6

to fucceed to the government of thefe na-
; tions, and thereby to the maintaining and
' confummating thofe great works fo happily

• begun, we humbly beg leave to congratulate
4 thy free and peaceable accemon to the throne,
c from whence we obferve the Queen's excel-

' lent declaration, manifesting her care for the
' good of all her people, and therefore doubt
i not but we her proteftant diffenting fubjects

' fhall partake of her royal favour and pro-
c teclion.

" We fincerely declare, that with the aflif-

" tance of the grace of God we will always,
cc according to our chriftian duty, demonftrate

" our
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" our good affection, truth and fidelity to the chap..
" Queen and her government, and heartily XIV »

" pray that his wifdom may direct, and his
,te^v~^

" bleffing be upon the Queen and her great
!

'
G2,

" council, to the fuppreffing of vice and im-
" morality, and the promoting of piety, peace
" and charity, to the glory of God, and the
" benefit of thefe nations.

" May the King of Kings make thy reign
" long and glorious, to which temporal blef-

" fing we mail pray for thy eternal happi-
" nefs.

" Signed on behalf and by the appointment
" of the aforefaid people at a meeting in

" London the 10th of 2d month 1702."

This addrefs was very favourably received by
the Queen, who, upon its being read to her,

anfwered

:

" I thank you for your addrefs, and I affure

" you of my protection."

The Queen having afterwards publickly de-TheQi!een

clared her refolution to maintain the act of to- glares her

leration in favour of diffenters, friends at their to maintain

fucceedinur yearly meeting in London thought it
d,c tolera"

6
• i • l j j ,- c t,on -

proper to wait upon her with an addreis or

thanks for her faid declaration, and the follow-

ing addrefs was drawn up by faid meeting,

and prefented to her by a deputation of fuitable

friends

:

To



HISTORY of the

" To Queen Anne, over England, &c.

" The humble and thankful acknowledg-
" ment of the people commonly called Quakers,

" from their yearly meeting in London, the

" 30th day of the third month called May,
" 1702.

" May it pleafe the Queen,

second ad- " We thy peaceable and dutiful fubjects,

drcfstothcce met from mo ft parts f thY dominions, at

" our ufual yearly meeting (for the promotion
" of piety and charity), being deeply affected

" with thy free and noble refolution in thy late

" fpeech at the prorogation of the parliament,

" to preferve and maintain the act of toleration,

" for the eafe *nd quiet of all thy people,

" could not but in gratitude efteem ourfclves

" engaged, both to thank Almighty God for

" that favourable influence, and to renew and
" render our humble and hearty acknowledg-
" ments to the Queen for the fame, affuring

" her (on behalf of all our friends) of our
" fmcere affection and chriflian obedience.

" And we befeech God, the fountain of wif-

" dom and goodnefs, fo to direct all thy coun-

" fels and undertakings, that righteoufnefs

" which exalts a nation, and mercy and juftice

" that eflablifh a throne, may be the character

" of thy reign, and the bleflings of thefe king-

" doms under it.

" Signed by appointment and qn behalf

.** of the faid meeting."

Of
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Of thofe who prefented this addrefs, William chap.
Perm was the deliverer, and the Queen was xiv.

pleaied to fpeak to him in a very kind manner, v—
•v-w

and not only received the faid addrefs favour- »703 -

ably, but after it was read to her, fhe was
pleaied to give the following anfwer :

" Mr. Penn, I am fo well pleafed that what
" I have faid is to your fatisfaction, that you
" and your friends may be allured of my pro-

" te&ion."

This year died Margaret, the widow of George Account of

Fox, being in or about the 87th year of her JJa
rgarct

age. She was the daughter of John Afkew of

Marfli Grange in the parifli of Dalton in Lan-
cafhire, a gentleman of an antient family and
good eftate, and confpicuous for piety and
charity. His daughter Margaret was religioufly

inclined from her tender years, and was mar-

ried before fhe attained the age of eighteen years

to Thomas Fell, who being bred a lawyer, was,

made a juftice of peace, was a member in

feveral parliaments, appointed vice-chancellor

of the county of Lancafter, and after fome time

a Welch judge, in which ftations he acquitted

himfelf with honour, being in reputation for

wifdom, juftice, moderation and mercy. He
deceafed in the year 1658, having been married

twenty-fix years, and left behind him a fori

and feven daughters. We have feen the means
ufed to exafperate him againft the Quakers (fo

called) on account of the convincement of his

wife and moft of his family in his abfence, and
the anxiety he conceived on that account ; but

when he came home, the difcreet and obliging

behaviour
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CHAP, behaviour of his wife, and George Fox's dif-

xiv. courfe, difpelled the cloud, and opened his un-
v-~v~*-y derftanding to perceive that the reprefentation

l l° 2
- he had received of this people was the effect of

antipathy, and intended to prejudice him againfl

them ; he therefore continued to treat his wife

with his ufual complacency and affection : and
after he gave up his houfe for a meeting-place

for her and her friends, he was not obferved

to give much attendance upon the public wor-

fhip, but when the meeting was kept in his

hall, he generally fat in an adjoining room,

where he could hear without appearing to join

the friends in their worfhip ; and although he

did not profefs himfelf of their fociety, he af-

forded them his protection againfl the malice of

their enemies, as far as lay in his power.

The principal part of Margaret Fell's tranf-

actions, as a member of this fociety, have been

already related in the. courfe of this hiftory ; her

frequent applications to King Charles and ethers

in favour of her fuffering friends, (in which
her indefatigable perfeverance gave her fuc-

cefs), me repeated at times to near the

.King's death. To her own fufferings we have

only to add, that belide her premunire and im-

prilonments, fhe was feveral times fined for

preaching. After a widowhood of eleven years

fhe was married to George Fox, and furvived

him about the fame length of time. That fhe

was a woman of good fenfe and true greatnefs

of mind, is evident from her behaviour and de-

fence on her trial for refufing to fvvear ; that

fhe was a prudent mother and fkilful manager
of her family and domeftic concerns appeared

in the effects thereof in her daughters, who were
all
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all well married, honourable and well accom- chap.
plifhed women: She was confpicuous for virtue XIv-

in civil fociety, but this procured her no refpect ^—^~»>

from thofe who could fee no virtue without the 1 7°2 -

pale of conformity ; (lie was eminent for her

rank and fervices in religious fociety, and there-

fore was diftinguiihed by a peculiar feverity of

perfecution ; fhe was honourable in her life,

and evidenced me was well prepared for her

death by the excellent expreffions fhe uttered

near her conclufion.

George Keith, who had as yet by his confor- g. k«a
mity obtained no fettlement in the church of

kn
l

z ~ a

England, but preached in different places as the

bifhops appointed him, was about this time fent

as a miflionary to America, having raifed an

expectation that he would bring over many of

the Quakers and others to the church (fo called;)

his fuccefs will appear when we come in courfe

to treat of the (late of this fociety in America,
for there we mail meet with him again.o

In the year 1704, Ambrofe Rigge of Ryegate 1704.

in Surrey, departed this life. He was born at Accounrof

Banton in Weftmoreland, and convinced of the Riggc.

C

principles of this fociety about the year 1652,
and was thereupon rejected by his parents and
relations. In fome time after, he thought it his

duty to appear as a minifter amongft them, and
travelled in the exercife of his miniftry to Lon-
don, and to the fouthern and weftern counties

of England in or about the year 1655, in com-
pany with Thomas Robertfon : Zealous for the

promotion of the teftimony of the truth, his His fu&r-

fufferings for his teftimony bore proportion to inss -

his zeal. His imprifonment with his companion
Thomas Rofcertfon at Bafingftoke, in the courfe At Bafinr-

ef ftoke.
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C H A P. of that year, hath been already noticed. He
xiv. was again impriioned at Southampton in the
^^—

' fame year. In the year 1658, paffing through
1 7°4- thefe parts again, the impulfe of chriftian duty

At south- incited him to vifit his friends in prifon there,
ampton.

an(j for ^g ffice f brotherly kindnefs he was
feized by the conftable and other officers, and
moll fhamefully abufed, being dragged down
ftairs, feized by the throat, fet on a cowl ftaff,

from which they let him fall ; then they dragged
him by the feet to the cage, pulling his hair

off his head, and tearing his clothes. After all

this ill ufage, he was, by the mayor's order

whipped in the market place ; then thrown

down backward into a wheelbarrow, carried in

that up a part of the ftreet, and from thence

thrown into a dung cart, and fo fent away
from tithing to tithing, and threatened, that if

he came again he mould be whipped twice as

much, burned on the (boulder and baniflied the

land. At another time vifiting a friend in his

ficknefs, he was taken before two juftices, who,

becaufe he declined to pull off his hat at their

command, fent him to prifon, where he lay five

weeks.

This is another fpecimen of the unchriflian

treatment, which this people received from thofe

hands, who, under pretence of the privileges of

the people being infringed by the former powers,

had taken up arms to redrefs their grievances.

The fucceeding revolution of government in the

reftoration of the monarchy exempted them
from thefe fervile punimments of whipping and

paffing them as vagrants, but expofed them to

great hard (hips in long and uncomfortable im-

priibnments, and fpoiling of their outward fub-

pance.

This
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This friend feems to have fuffered feverely chap.

under every government, by mod or all the xiv,

variety of penal laws contrived for the diftrefling
v^v^-'

of non-conformifts. The fifth-monarchy men "W-

had no fooner made their infurrection, than

he was taken up as he was travelling on horfe-

back and carried before the lieutenant of the

county, who ordered him to be (tripped and

fearched, fent away his mare, kept him on guard *

all night, and next day fent him to Winchefter,^T
where after four days confinement in the mar-

fhal's houfe, the oath of allegiance was tendered

him by two juftices, who, upon his refufing it,

committed him to the county jail, where he lay

above four months. In 1662 he was committed *
4

to prifon at Horfham in Sufiex, and at the next AtHur-

aiTizes indifted, tried immediately, and fentence J^^"
of premunire was paifed upon him in the ufual

manner, under which he was detained in prifon

ten years and upward. He was profecuted in
g

the Exchequer for tithes at the fuit of Robert in the £v

Pepys, prieft of Gatton, who furioufly threaten-
che^uer*

ed to kill him : Said Pepys profecuted him, his

wife and two of his fervants in the Ecclefiaftical

court, and procured their excommunication for

abfence from the national worfhip. Ambrofe

Rigge was indicted at feffions for not going to

hear common prayer, and was committed to

prifon, where he lay above a year. In 1683 he

was profecuted by the aforefaid Pepys on the

ftatute of 20I. a month for eleven months ab-

fence from the national worfhip.

Having thus paifed a life of religious labour

in the fervice of God and man, whereby many

were converted to righteoufnefs ; and endured

perfection and affliction with remarkable faith

-

fulnefs
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CHAP, fulnefs and patience, whereby his peace was
xiv. encreafed, in the time of his lad ficknefs, he

'—
'

' looked forward towards his dilTolution as the end
'7°4' of all his troubles, faying, / a?n going where the

weary are at reft ; and having been inured to

patience in affliction, it deferted him not in

this laft trial of all. He bore his ficknefs with

much patience and refignation to the Divine
Will, and his love and elteem of the pure truth

abode with him to the laft, declaring a little

before his departure, " If friends kept to the
" root of life in themfelves they would be the
" happieft people in the world." He departed

thi's life the 30th of 1 i
m0

, 1704, aged feventy

years or upward, and a miniiter forty-nine

years.

He lived Ions: enough to fee with regret a

decienfion in fome profeffing the fame principle

of truth, in turning their attention more to the

purfuit of great pofleflions in this world, to ag-

grandize themfelves and families, than to make
their calling and election fure, whereby fome
meeting with difappointment in their aim, had
deviated from that fcrupulous regard to moral

juftice, which in the beginning had remarkably

diftinguifhed the members of this fociety j the

deep and affecting concern of his mind drew
from him the following epiftle of advice to his

friends :

" Many days and months, yea, fome years,

" hath my life been oppreffed, and my fpirit

" grieved, to fee and hear of the uneven walking
*' of many, who have a name to live, and pro-

" fefs the knowledge of God in words, yea,
" and alfo of fome who had tafted of the good
" word of God, and have been made partakers

" of
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of the powers of the world to come, and have CHAP.
received the heavenly gift and grace of God, xiv.

which teacheth all ( who waik in it) to deny all ^-*"V^

ungodlincfs and worldly lifts, and to livefoberly, I 7°4-

honeftly and righteoujly in this prefent world,

whofe faithfuhicis (with great reafon) hath

been expected to God in things of the highefl:

concern, and to have walked as lights in the

world, and in all faith) ulnefs both to God and
man, to have flood as living monuments of

the mercies of the Lord, letting their lights

fo fhine before men, that they might fee their

good works, both in fpiritual and temporal

concerns ; and fo might have honoured and
glorified God in their day and generation,

and have convinced (or confounded) gain-

fayers, putting to filence the ignorance of

fuolifh men, whereby the worthy name of the

Lord (by which they have been called), might
have been renowned through the earth, and
his precious truth and glory fpread to the ends

of it. that many through the beholding their

good and exemplary converfation in Chriit,

(coupled with the holy fear of God) might

have defired to lay hold of the fkirt of a chrif-

tian indeed, whofe praife is not of men, but of
God.
" Thefe are the fruits which we have laboured

and travelled for, through many and great

tribulations, that many might be turned to righie-

oufnefs, and thai the knowledge of the power
and glory of the Lord might cover the earth,

even as the waters do the fea. This was (and

is) our only end and defign, which bleifed be
the Lord, many are witnelfes of, and eftal .nlied

in, to our abundant joy and comfort: But there

" are
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are fome amongft us, who have not walked
humbly with the Lord, as he hath required,

nor kept in that low eftate, neither inwardly
" nor outwardly, which becometh fuch who are
" travelling up to Zion, with their faces thither-

" ward, but have launched from the rock which

\sfirm and fare, into the great fea of troubles

and uncertainty, where fome have been drown-
ed, others hardly efcaping, and many yet la-

bouring for the more, with little hopes of

coming at it ; who have not only brought

them (elves in danger of fuffering fhipwreck,
" but have drawn in others, and have endan-
<c gered them alfo, which hath opened the

" mouths of the enemies of Zion's welfare, to

" blafpheme his great and glorious name, and
" hath eclipfed the lujlre of the glorious fun of
" righteoufnefs, both in city and in country

;

" this is a crying evil, and ought not to go
" unreproved, and that with a fevere counte-
" nance ; for God is angry with it, and will

" arTuredly punifli it.

" Many have got credit upon the account of
" truth, becaufe at the beginning it did, and
" doth dill lead all, who were and are faithful

" to it, to faithfulnefs and truth, even in the
" unrighteous mammon, and to let their yea be
" yea, and their nay be nay, even between man
" and man in outward things ; i'o that many
" would have credited one that was called a
" S£UAKER with much, and many I believe

" did meerly upon that account, fome whereof,
" I doubt, have juft caufe to repent of it al-

" ready : but if truth and righteoufnefs had
*' been lived in by all who profefs it, there had
" been no fuch occalion given : For they who

" ftiil
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" (till retain their integrity to the truth and life CHAP.
" of righteoufnefs manifefted, can live with a xiv.

" cup of water, and a morfel of bread in a cot- v-^"y-v->

" tage, before they can hazard other men's x 7°4'

" eitates to advance their own ; fuch are not
" forward to borrow, nor to complain for want,
" for their eye and truft is to the Lord their

" preferver and upholder, and he hath con-
" tinued the little meal in the barrel, and the oyl

" in the cruj'e hath not failed to fuch, 'till God
" hath fent further help ; this is certainly known
" to a remnant at this day, who have coveted no
K man's Jilver, gold or apparel, but have and do
" labour with their hands night and day, that the

" gcfpel may be without charge.

" It is fo far below the nobility of Chri/lianity y

" that it is fhort of common civility and honed fo-

" ciety amongft men, to twijl into men's eftates,

" and borrow upon the truth's credit, (gained by
" the jufl and upright dealing of the faithful)

" more than they certainly know their own
*' eftates are like to anfwer ; and with what they
" borrow reach after great things in the world,
" appearing to men to be what in the fight of
" God and truth they are not, feeking to com-
" pafs great gain to themfelves, whereby to
c; make themfelves or children rich or great in
" the world : This 1 teftify for the Lord God,
" is deceit and hypocrify, and will be blafled

" with the breath of his mouth, and we have
" feen it already.

" And that eftate, that is got either with the
" rending, or with the hazard of rending ano-
" ther man's, is neither honeftly got, nor can
*' be bleffed in the poffeiiion : For he that bor-
" rows money of another, if the money lent be

" either
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CHAP.
XIV.

1704.

either the lender's proper eftate, or part of it,

or orphan's money that he is entrufted withal,

or widow's, or fome fuch, who would not let

it go but upon certain good fecurity, and
to have the valuable confiderarion of its im-
provement ; and the borrower, though he

hath little or no real or perfonal eftate of his

own, but hath got fome credit, either as he

is a profeilor of the truth, or other wife, and
hath (it may be) a little houfe, and a fmall

trade, it may be enough to a> low and con-

tented mind ; but then the enemy gets in,

and works in his mind, and he begins to

think of an higher trade and a finer houfe,

and to live more at eafe and pleafure in the

world, and then contrives how he may bor-

row of this and the other, and when accom-
plifhed according to his defire, then he begins

to undertake great things, and get into a

fine houfe, and gather rich furniture and
goods together, launching presently into the

itrong torrent of a great trade, and then make
a great (how, beyond what really he is, which

is difhonefty ; and if he accomplifh his in-

tended purpofe, to raife himfelf in the world,

it is with the hazard (at ieaft) of other men's

ruin, which is unjuft: but if he falls fhort

of his expectation (as commonly fuch do)

then he doth not only ruin others, but himfelf

alfo, and brings a great reproach upon the

blelfed truth he profeifeth, which is worfe

than all ; and this hath already been mani-

fefled in a great meafure, and by fad ex-

perience witneifed. But the honeft, upright

heart and mind knows how to want, as well

as how to abound, having learned content
" in
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" in all ftates and conditions; a fmall cottage c hap.'
" and a little trade is fufficient to that Mind, xiv.

" and it never wants what is fufficient : For he "wv^
" that clothes the lilies, and feeds the ravens, I 7°4-

" cares for all who trujl in him, as it is at this

" day witneffed, praifes to God on high ; and
" that man hath no glory in (nor mind out after)

" fuperfiluous or ncedlefs, rich hangings, cojily

ti furniture, fine tables, great treats, curious beds %

" vejfels offilver, or vejfels of gold, the very pof
" fejjion of which creates envy, as faid the antient

chriftian Clemens Alexandrinus. Padag. lib. 2.

cap. 3. pag. 160, 161.
" The way to be rich and happy in this

world, is firft to learn righteoufnefs ; for fuch

were never forfaken in any age, nor their feed
begging their bread. . And charge all parents

" of children, that they keep their children low
" and plain in meat, drink, apparel, and every
" thing elfe, and in due fubjection to all juft

" and reafonable commands, and let them not
(t appear above the real eftates of their parents,
" nor get up in pride and high things, though
u their parents have plentiful eftates ) for that
tc

I

is of dangerous confequence to their future
" happinefs : And let all whb'profefs the truth,

" both young and old, rich and poor, fee that
" they walk according to the rule and difcipline

" of the gofpel, in all godly conversation and
" honefty, that none may fuiTer wrong by them

in any matter or thing whatever ; that as the

Apoftle exhorted, they may owe nothing to any

man, but to love one another
; for love out of a

pure heart is the fulfilling the law : which law

commands to do jujlly to all men : And he that

hath but little, let him live according to that

Vol. IV. C « little,

a
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little, and appear to be what in truth he is

;

for above all God abhors the hypocrite, and
he that makes halte to be rich falls intofnares,

temptations, and many noifome and hurtful lufts,

which drown many in perdition, and the love

of money is the root of all evil, which while

fome have lifted after, they have erredfrom the

faith, and compaffed themfelves about with

many forrows.
" For preventing this growing evil for the

time to come, let fuch by faithful friends be
exhorted, who either live without due care,

fpending above what they are able to pay for,

cr run inco great trades, beyond what they

can in honefty and truth manage, and let

them be tenderly admonifhed of fuch their

undertakings ; this will not offend the lowly

upright mind ; neither will the honeft-mind-

ed, who through a temptation may be drawn
into fuch a fnare and danger, take any occa-

fion to (tumble, becaufe his deeds are brought

to the light. And if after mature deliberation,

any are manifefted to be run into any danger

of falling, or pulling others down with them,

let them be faithfully dealt withal in time,

before the hope of recovery be loft, by honeft,

faithful friends, who are clear of fuch things

themfelves, and be admonifhed to pay what
they have borrowed faithfully and in due

time, and be content with' their own, and to

labour with their own hands in the thing that

is honeft, that they may have wherewith to

give to him that needeth, knowing that -it is

more blcffed to give than to receive. And if

they hear, and are thereby recovered, you

will not count your labour loft
t

' but if thev
" be
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be high, and refufe admonition, it is a mani-CH A P.

feft fign all is not well : Let fuch be admonilh- xiv.

ed again by more friends, and warned of the v—v

—

J

danger before them ; and if they (till refufe ' 4°4-

and reject counfei and admonition, then lay

it before the meeting (concerned about truth's

affairs) to -which they do belong, and if they

refufe to hear them, then let a teftimony go
forth againft fuch their proceedings and un-

dertakings, as not being agreeable to the truths

nor the tejlimony of a good confcience, neither in

thefight of God nor man ; this will be a terror

to evil-doers of this kind, and a prcrTe, en-

couragement and refreshment to them who
do well, and nothing will be loft, that is

worth faving, by this care : for he that doth

truth, whether in fpiritual or temporal mat-

ters, will willingly bring his deeds to light,

that they may be manifefled to all, that they

are wrought in God.
" Thefe things lay weightily upon me, and I

may truly fay, in the fight of God, / writ

them in a great crofs to my own will, for I

delight not, nay, my foul is bowed down at

the occafion of writing fuch things ; but there

is no remedy, the name of the Lord has

been, and is likely to be greatly dimonoured,

if things of this nature be not flopped, or

prevented for time to come : Therefore

I befeech you all, who have the weight and
fenfe of thefe things upon you, let fome
fpeedy and effectual courfe be taken to pre-

; vent what pofhbly we may, both in this and
>ali other things, that may any way cloud the
: glory of that fun which is rifen amongfb us.
: And make this public, and fend it abroad to

C 2 " be
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chap." be read in true fear and reverence, and let

xiv. " all concerned be faithfully and plainly warned
^—v**-; " (without refpect of perfons) by faithful friends,

1704. a ^q iiaVe the care of God's glory, and his
" church's peace and profperity upon them

:

" So will the majefly and glory of God mine
" upon your heads, and you mall be a good
" favour of life, both in them that are faved,
" and in them that are loft.

" Written by one ivho longs to fee righteoufnefs
u exalted, and all deceit confounded,

ie Gatten-place in Surrey , the 16th

*? of the nth month, 1678.

« AMBROSE RIGGE."

CHAP.
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CHAP. XV.

Account ofJohn Blakeling.—Gilbert Latey.—Anne
Camm.—Perfecuting Acl, entitled Hereticks,
pajfed in the Colony of Connecticut.—Repealed by

the £>ueen and Council.

JOHN BLAKELING of Draw-well in theCHAP.
parifh of Sedbergh in Yorkfhire, on the border xv«

of Weftmoreland, was one amongft the earlieft
v^"v~'*-'

profeuors of the univerfality of the light Account
3

Lf

of grace which came by Jefus Chrift ; him- JohnBiaka-

felf, his wife, his father and mother being
in£ '

people in etlimation with mod or all who knew
them, for their fobriety and religious conver-

fation, were all convinced by the miniftry of

George Fox, when he firfl publiihed his doctrine

of the divine light in man in thefe parts, viz. in the

third month 1652. About the beginning of the

year 1655, John Blakeling appeared as a public

minuter of the fame doctrine, and foon after

travelled into the counties of Durham, Northum-
berland and Yorkfhire. A few years after that

he travelled into Scotland, vifiting a great part

of that nation, as alio the northern counties of

England in his way thither, and in his return.

He likewife travelled through molt of the coun-
ties of the nation at different times in the

exercife of his miniftry, wherein his labours

were very ferviceable and very acceptable to his

friends, by whom he was greatly beloved and

reflected.

Being
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chap. Being a man of primitive fimplicity in his

xv. miniftry, he was more attentive to mimftef under
v~~v*-' the influence of divine power :.ad wifdom to
,7 ° 5 " reach and affect the heart with fbhd !:npremons,

than to pleafe the ear by clegar~e of ipeech

;

although his teflimony was not eloquent, it was
fubflantial in profound aud important matter,

luitable to the Hates of the auditory to which he

miniftered.

In the difcipline of the fociety he was emin-

ently Serviceable, being endowed with clear dis-

cernment, found judgment and a good under-

flanding in fpiritual fubjects, as well as in

temporal affairs, whereby he was well qualified

to give his fentiments with pertinence to matters

under deliberation ; he was remarkably zealous

for the promotion and maintaining of good
order in the church, firm and fteadfaft in op-

pofmg and bearing teflimony againfl contentious,

diforderly and licentious fpirits, againfl fuch as

occafioned difrepute to the character of the fo-

ciety. It was at his houfe at * Draw-well, that

the memorable meeting was held for the reco-

very of John Wilkinfon, John Story and their

adherents, as before recited.

His benevolence and charity to the deferving

were no Iefs remarkable, than his zeal for good
order. A tender fympathizer with thofe in low
circumflances, he frequently aflifted them in

their difficulties, to the hazard of lofmg thereby,

and frequently had the fatisfaclion to fee the

good effects of this exertion of his benevolence,

in being bleffed with fuccefs for their effectual

ief.

He

* See vol. iii, p. I
J,
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He had both the qualification and difpofition chap.
to prevent mifunderftandings and promote peace, xv.

being poffeffed of penetration, judgment and v-^^~°

patience, with impartiality, to determine contro-
I 7°5-

verfies and reconcile differences about temporal

concerns ; his reputation for juftice and know-
ledge in which, produced the general confidence

of his friends and others, to devolve upon him
various trufls for orphans, &c. which he tranf-

a&ed with unfpotted integrity ; fo that his re-

moval, even in an advanced age, was reputed

a fenfible lofs, not only in the fociety of which

he was a member, but in his neighbourhood

alfo.

His unfpotted reputation did not exempt him
from the fufferings attendant on his profeffion ;

he was a confiderable fufFerer both in perfon.

and property. In the year 1661, this friend,

in company with many more, was taken from

a meeting at South Shields in the county of Dur-
ham by Major Graham, then deputy governor

of Tinmouth caftle ; they were caft into filthy

holes there, where they lay a month, and then

he turned them out, having fo far as appeared

to them, neither order, authority nor warrant

for any part of his proceeding. In 1664 he

was imprifoned in York cattle, fixty miles

from his habitation, being taken with about

fifty more from a meeting at Thomas Taylor's

in Sedbergh, and after being detained fome time

in the cuftody of the conitable, they were order-

ed by the juftices to appear at the fellions about

a week after, which they did ; and John Blake-

ling, with about twenty others, were from
thence committed to the aforefaid caftle. In

the year 1683 he was profecuted in the arch-

deacons
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chap, deacons court at Richmond, and by a writ de
xv

« excommunicato capiendo committed again to York
^-^v^ caflle, where he was confined feveral years, as

'7°5- appears by two-petitions figned by him in com-
pany with other prifoners, one to the King in
1684, the other to the Members of parliament
for the county in 1685. The following extract
from the former exhibits a plain narrative of
the ruinous and unfair modes of plunder adopted
by ill principled men againft this inoffenfive
body of fubjecls for the vileft purpofes :

" Divers perfons convicted, fined and dif-
' trained upon the ftatute of 20I. a month,
" were firft prefented and profecuted upon the
" ftatute of 1 2d. a Sunday's abfence, and at
" the beginning of the feffions called upon the

8
fafd prefentment and profecution

; yet during
8 the feffions the profecution was changed to
:

20I. a month, and the informers and bailiffs
" who were appointed to make the diftrefs, were
" fo cruel, and fo deftitute of common huma-.
8

nity, that where there were not goods fuf-
88

ficient to gratify their avaricious defires, they
" have taken the very beds from under the
8

fick, their working tools from tradefmen,
88 and the entire property of all kinds from
c others, fo that many families have been to-

88
tally ruined, to the great grief of many fober

8 people who had the opportunity of obferving
cc

their cruel ufage.

' Since the profecution of our friends for
; monthly abfence began by qui tarns, feveral
' of the word fort of men, fome who have
" wafted their own eftates, take this method of
" repairing them by the fpoil of honeft people.

5 Others who owe money upon bonds, being
" called
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" upon for payment, forthwith bring a qui-

" tarn, and by this method difcoimt and pay
" their debts, or elfe clap the juft creditor in

*' prifon, to lie there unlefs the bond be given
" up."

In the year 1671 he was fined 20I. 10s. for

a meeting at his houfe.

While of ability of body he was a good ex-

ample, in a diligent attendance of religious

meetings ; but for fome time before his death,

he was prevented by the infirmities attendant

upon advanced age, during which, he exprefled

the comfort , which he enjoyed in the Lord's peace

and prefence with him in his old age, that his day's

work was nigh done, and his reward and reji

with God was fare. He often fignihed his pre-

parednefs to leave the world, with fervent de-

fires for truth's profperity, and the preservation

of unity and concord amongft brethren, in a

faithful and fteady teftimony for the fame in

every part thereof.

He had a fhort ficknefs and an eafy death,

palling quietly out of this world without a finh
or a groan, in the eightieth year of his age,

and was honourably interred at Friends burying

place at Sedbergh, the fourth day of the 5th

month, 1705.
Gilbert Latey, whom I have had repeated occa- Account of

fion to mention, for his frequent folicitations to Latey?

government in favour of his friends under fuf-

ferings, died in the courfe of this year. He was
born of honeil parents in the parifh called St.

Iffey in Cornwall, in 1626. His fariier was a

reputable yeoman, his mother a gentlewoman of
the principal family in the parifh. Gilbert be-

ing
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chap, ing their youngeft child, and his elder brothers
xv « being iettled in bufmefs abroad, and in a prof-

*-^s—>
perous way, he was defirous alfo to learn fome

pJJ^pren. trade ; and being a promifing youth, a perfon,
tice to d a taylor by trade, was defirous of taking him as
tayor

' an apprentice, to whom he was bound accord-

ingly, and ferved a fevere apprenticeihip with
fidelity.

When the term of his apprenticeihip was
nnifned, he removed for improvement, in his

occupation, firft to Plymouth, and afterwards to

London, where he arrived in the 9th month,

1648. He was a man of a fober converfation,

and fmcerely religious, attaching himfelf to thofe

pallors and teachers who were in the greateft

eftimation at that time, frequenting fermons

with remarkable diligence, and exercifing him-

felf much in private prayer : His integrity of

heart, feen by the all-infpecting eye, drew down
profpcred the divine bleffing on the labour of his

facte.
hands, which prospered his undertakings in

bufmefs : His religious regard to honefty pro-

cured him reputation, and his reputation pro-

cured him the employment and cordial regard

of many perfons of considerable rank and fla-

tion in the world. But his outward profperity

did not fatisfy the defire of his foul, which

was to find peace with his maker : In fearch of

this attainment he had reforted from one preacher

to another, of thofe who were accounted the

molt refined, and mod eminent for piety and re-

ligious experience, but in his Searching without,

he could not find what he wanted to obtain.

Convinced In the year 1654, he heard that fome men

nifiry

C

oT
l
" out of the North were to have a meeting at the

Edward houfe
Burrough.
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houfe of Sarah Mathews, widow, to which he c H A p -

went ; thefe men were Francis Howgill and Ed- xv *

ward Burrough ; by the powerful and convinc-
s-~v"—

'

ing miniftry of the latter he was fo effectually

reached, that he yielded affent to his doctrine of

the light of Chrift in man ; and not confulting

with flefh and blood, he turned his attention to

follow the leadings of the Holy Spirit, through

the illumination whereof he attained a clear and
difcernmg under(landing, and a found judg-

ment, by which he was qualified to become a

ferviceable affiftant, in thefe early times of the

fociety, previous to the eftabliihing of a regular

discipline, to introduce and preferve order in

the church in the city of London and places ad-

jacent, as well as in fettling and keeping up
the meetings in thofe parts, being exemplary in

attending and vifiting them, from place to place,

as his concern drew him ; although frequently

in great jeopardy, during the time of anarchy

between Cromwell's death, and the restoration of

King Charles, when the rude populace * were
broken loofe, and ftimulated to rage and vio-

lence, and would frequently (tone them going

to, in, and coming from their religious meet-

ings, to the fhedding the blood and endangering
the lives of many.

About this time I apprehend it was, that he

met with a very clofe trial of his faith, com-
parative to the cutting off the right hand : Lie He declines

was ftill in a very profperous way of bufmefs, ^"uT^vith
in which he employed many journeymen to an- fuperftaou*

fwer the calls of his employers, many of whom ornaniel!ts-

were perfons of rank and fafnion ; but being by
the

* See vol. i. p. 266, &c, ;
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CHAP, the power of the crofs of Chrift. induced to deny
^v » himfelf of all fuperfluity and needlefs ornamentsw"v""*~'

in his own apparel, in conformity to the plain-

' > * nefs of his profeffion, and the doctrine of

the apoftles . of Chrift:, which was againfl the

wearing of gold and filver and coftly array :

The fame principle of light and grace which had
inrlrucred him to lay afide all fuperfluiti.es in his

own perfcn, inflrucr.ed him further that he could

not keep up his teitimony for the fimplicity of the

golpel with clearnefs, while he was in the prac-

tice of furnifhing to others thofe fuperfluities,

which he had, from confcientious conviction of

their tendency to nouriih a vain mind, and their

inconfiflency with chriflian gravity and humi-

lity, laid afide. In order to appeafe his con-

fcience, he was obliged to fubmit to the bitter-

nefs of the crofs, and endure the fhame, by de-

clining to adorn any apparel with fuperfluous or-

naments of lace, ribbons and fuch like need-

lefs trimming, or fuifering his fervants to do it

;

which occafioned many to imagine he was going

befide himfelf. His cuftomers left him; his

trade declined ; he was obliged to difmifs his

journeymen for want of employment ; his out-

ward profpect-S were fo difcouraging that he did

not know but, that he might now be reduced to

the neceffity of working in the capacity of a jour-

neyman himfelf, and of earning his bread by

his daily labour : Yet being thus ftrengthened

to prefer the testimony of a good confcience to

the acquifition of temporary treafure. and give

up all the flattering projects of this world for

folic! peace of mind, poilemng his foul in pa-

tience, and fubmitting to be accounted a fool

for
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for ChriiVs fake, he experienced the kindnefs of c H A P-

divine providence fupporting him through his xv *

trials ; fo that as his outward difcouragements
v-^,/

~N^

abounded, his inward peace did much more a-
l ?°**

bound ; and having faithfully fought the king-

dom of God, and his rightebufnels ; nil things

necefiary, for his accommodation in this life,

were added to his full content.

And although he loft the employment of many
of his cuftomers of rank and quality, he did

not lofe their refpectful efteem of his virtue and
his integrity ; this they retained with kindnefs,

which gave him ready accefs to them, and others

in authority and power ; many of whom were
pleafed to favour him with their countenance

and friendfhip on feveral occasions. His intereft

and acquaintance with perfons of high rank and
ftation he applied, not to his own emolument,
but to the relief of his friends under fuffering

in perfon or property ; deeply fympainizmg with

them in their various afflictions, he was always

forward to ufe his folicitations for their eafc,

and frequently with fignal fuccefs.

When intelligence was received in London of HisfclWu-

the imprisonment of Katharine Evans and Sarah r'^-f^of

Cheevers, in the inquihtion of Malta; Gilbert K " th" i5ie

Latey (who in concert with Gecr <. was .-^h"
concerned for their releafe*) applied him relf with chcc™-
folicitude to find out fome perfon, if poiable,

who had an intered or influence in thofe parts,

and, after fome time and pains fpent in the en-

quiry, he received information, thai one, called

Lord D'Aubigny, who had come over with the

*
1
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c ii a P. Queen Dowager, and was Lord Almoner to her9xv
- had both intereft, power and authority in the

r̂ *~~~> ifland of Malta. Gilbert upon receiving this
' ' intelligence, thought it his duty to wait upon this

Lord D'Aubigiiy, to requeft his intereft and in-

terceffion for their releafe, which he readily pro-

mifed.

He was a prieft in orders according to the

canons of the Romifh church
;
yet no bigot,

but a man of a rational, liberal and generous

fpirit ; Gilbert, to fatisfy his enquiry, gave him
fome information of friends principles and doc-

trine, to which he anfwered to this purport,
" Some of our people think your friends are
" mad, but I entertain a very different opi-

" nion."

tnrdD'Au- Gilbert renewing his enquiry from time to

c"

!

r"ftheir thne, if Lord D'Aubigiiy had received any an-

reieafe. fwer to the letters he had promifed to write to

Malta, at length received from him the accept-

able account that his friends were reftored to

their liberty : And fome time after they arrived

in England, and coming to London, paid Gil-

bert a vifit ; and after acknowledging his love

in his exertions for their releafe, they requefted

him to introduce them to Lord D'Aubigiiy,

whom God had made the inftrument of their en-

largement out of a fevere bondage. He readily

complied with their requeft, and accompanied:

them to their benefactor, to whom Gilbert, as

;:fual, found ready admittance.; when introduc-

ing his companions, .he faid,. thefe friends, who
have been partakers of thy kindnefs, are come'

to pay their acknowledgments to thee for the

fame; whereupon he afked, if they were the

women I
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women ? to which they replied they were ; and c h a p.

after their grateful acknowledgment of his great xv *

favour and kindnefs, added, that were it in their
v ^"^

power they would be as ready in all love to
l/0 5-

ferve him: Upon which he replied, good women,
for what fervice or kindnefs I have done you,

all that I fhall defire of you is, that when you
pray to God. you will remember me in your

prayers, and fo they parted.

Gilbert Latey was a party in moll or all the concerned

folicirations to government for the eafe of Friends "].
m '>ft

„
aP"

.
o • plications to

in the different cafes of fevere fufFering, through govern-

the reigns of King Charles, King James and King mcnt *

William, as hath been already recited; but it

may not be impertinent briefly to mention two

cafes of application made by him, in company
with his faithful colleague George Whitehead,
which have not been noticed before. The firffc

was the fuffering cafe of feveral Friends in Nor-
wich, under the cruelty of the fherifF and jailer,

who, for attending their religious meetings,

were imprifoned to the number of fixt.y- three

perfons, and very feverely treated ; ten of them
being put into a deep dungeon, twenty-nine

fteps under ground ; and feveral others into a

hole amongft felons. An account of their griev-

ous fufferings being fent to friends in London,
and ineffectual endeavours ufed for their redrefs,

being defeated by the mifreprefentations of the

lherirl ; George Whitehead and Gilbert Larcy

refoved to wait upon the king in perfon,

whom they met, with feveral nobles and atrend-

ants, w'hen they delivered the* king a petition

from Friends of Norwich, and warmly iblicired

him in their favour : They had a prerty long

conference
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chap, conference with him, and gave him pertinent
xv

*

r

anlwers to feveral enquiries he n ade in refpecV,

,-q,. to the lingular conduct of Friends in fome cafes ',

yet rUll keeping the caufe of their application

in view, repeatedly entreated him to compaf-
fionate the cafe of their fuffering Friends in

Norwich : In fine, the kin? beinj: fenlible that

fome of their treatment was not only cruel but

illegal, allured hem he would have it fearched

into, and conllder their cafe. The affizes com-
ing on foon 3uer, the prifoners were called, to

whom the judges behaved with remarkable mo-
deration, ana leleafed them from their impri-

fonme±:t, adhng, as there was ground to fup-

pcie, according to the inflructions they had
from the king in confequence of this applica-

tion.

The other cafe not before related was con-

cerning the Park and Savoy meetiiig-houfes ; the

cafe of the Park meeting-houfe was this

:

Cafcofth* About :he month called May, 16S5, the fol-

Savoymeet- diers pcfTefTed themfelves of this meeting-houfe,
mgnoufes. ancj converted part of it into a guard-houfe :

Then, as if their forcible entrance had given

them a right of poneiiion, they made great waile

upon the premifes, pulling down pales, digging

up and cutting down the trees, tearing down
the wamfcqts, and burning them and the ben-

ches, carrying away the outward door, and fe-

veral of the caiements. Afterward, when they

were drawn out to the camp, they left the houfe

open to any inirufion. John Potter, in whom
the title was vetted, re-entered, enclofcd the

outward door, and made other repairs, and' had

a iuryey taken or the damages, which were ef-

timated at 40I.

The
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The foldiers returning again from camp, a c H A p *

quarter-mafter belonging to Colonel Halle's re-
xv *

gin ent, came to the chambers of the faid John
Potter, and demanded entrance, which was re-

fufed : The quarter-mafter, affifted by foldiers,

broke in, handed away the goods, turned out

three aged women to another houfe, and made
alterations in the meeting-houfe for their accom-

modation, as if they meant to keep perpetual

poffeffion. John Potter leveral times fhewed the

colonel his leafe, and title to the place. ; but it

availed nothing, he and his foldiers regarding

neither law nor equity, kept pofTeflion, and
(till continued there.

Gilbert Latey and George Whitehead agreed

to join in a folicitation to King James for re-

dreis of this grievance, and having gained ad-

mittance to his prefence, reprefented to him the

hardfhip;; Friends were under, by having rheir

property wrefted from them, both at the Park,

and at the Savoy likewife, where Friends had

been kept out in the cold yard in the winter many
weeks by the guard. The King, who appears

not to have been unconcerned in the matter,

would needs have it, that thefe meeting-houfes

were forfeited to him by the conventicle acl:
;

but this they clearly disproved, and fhewed fo

plainly the unreaionablenefs and illegality there-

of, that wi'uhin a few weeks, he caufed both the

meeting-houfes to be reftored, after the former

was damaged, by computation to the amount
of 150I.

But it was not only in thefe folicitations to the His care for

rulers, that the public fpirit and brotherly fjiti- &e.
p00151

pathy of Gilbert Latey were excited to the fer-

vice and relief of his friends j they were uni-

Vol. IV. D formly
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tormly exerted in every cafe, which might de-

mand his friendly affiftance and attentive care,

being one of thofe, who in early times had a
l 7°5' tender concern for the poor, fatherlefs and wi-

dows ; the fick and the imprifoned, to enquire

into their neceffities, and fupply their wants ;

and when through persecution by imprifon-

ment or diftraints, cafualties or difafters, the

number greatly encreafed ; he was amongft the

firft to fee the propriety and neceffity of call-

ing in grave and motherly women to their af-

fiftance, that fo none under thefe defcriptions

might fuffer for want of attention and care in

any part of the city.

In 1665, when the deflruclive peflilence broke

out in the city of London, and the generality of

citizens, who were able, were fleeing for their

lives to the country, this friend had taken lodg-

ings to retreat to the country alio ; but was pre-

vented by the confideration, that many of his

brethren were detained in feveral jails for the

teftimony of a good confcience, particularly in

Newgate and the Gate-houfe in Weflminfter,

in the midd of the contagion : For he could now
feel no freedom to leave the citv, and defer t his

friends under their multiplied calamities ; he

therefore kept his habkarion, and according to

He viGtshishis ufUal cuftom, vifited thofe in prifon ; to com-

prifon fort them in their diitrefs ; to take care that no-
a
,

nd
. '"

. thing might be wanting for their relief, fup-
their fami- & & &

,
' W

lies during port or enlargement, as iar as in his power.
the plague. ^n£j_ though his friends in prifon in this ca-

lamitous feafon engaged his efpecial care, yet

as the calamity was general, and not confined to

prifons, neither were his fympathetic feelings

;

he
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e was alfo diligently employed at this feafon c H A p *

1 vifiting Friends in their families, both where
(ley were laid up with the ficknefs, and where

^*~Nr""

rey were recovering, (till under a concern that '
5 '

othing mould be wanting for their comfort or

ipport. And the hearts of Friends being open-

d in brotherly fympathy with thofe, who were
fflicted with this epidemical diftemper, money
ras collected and fent up from the country to

e distributed, where needful ; the care of this

iftribution was committed to Gilbert Latey and
ne other friend, to divide amongft poor Friends
rho were lying ill of the contagion ; but more
fpecially thofe who were fhut up in their houfes

I the out parilhes. This truft they were care-

II to difcharge with diligence and fidelity, en-

uiring out, and vifiting thofe poor, who were
Dnfined to their own hosfes, and diftributing to

leir neceflities ; and paffing by none that they

ould hear of, through all which he was merci-

jlly preferved in health, till the contagion was
mch abated, and the mortality was decreanng,
rhen occafionally taking a cold, it brought on
le prevailing diitemper ; but the divine provi-

ence was over him for good, brought him
ifely through the diftemper, and reftored him
) health again, to perfevere in doing good in

is generation.

We are now to view him in another light, as Receives a

minifter of the gofpel. Soon after that clofe f^Xy^
ial of his faith, when in obedience to mani-
;fted duty, he relinquifhed his worldly profpe-

ty, and declined to fit out the clothes he had

> make with fuperfluous trimming, he received

gift in the miniftry, in which he alfo laboured

D 2 faithfully,
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chap, faithfully, according to the ability received,

xv * and fome were convinced, and many com-
v>'"v^-/

'

forted, encouraged and ftrengthened in the
I7°5 ' way of righteoufnefs and peace. His ferviqe in

this line, as well as the former, was much re-

ftri&ed to the city of London, and the vicinity

thereof, where he was zealouily engaged, in the

early times of the fociety to fettle or keep up

meetings in convenient places, as at Kingfton,

Hammerfmith, Weftminfter and other places ;

and was frequent in his vifits thereto, as he

found his mind drawn to one or another.

vifits his Yet he paid two religious vifits to his native

"country, the firft in 1670, being a time of great

perfecution. He took the meetings of Friends

in his way, Reading, Briftol, Bridgewater,

South Moulton, fo into Cornwall, having fe-

veral good meetings on his journey thither, as

well as in that county. At John Ellis's; near

the Lands-end, he had a comfortable edifying

meeting on the firft day of the week, and next

morning going to vifit fome Friends very near

the Lands-end, he met a perfecuting juftice, who,

as Gilbert was afterwards informed, was highly

difpieafed that his accomplices had neglected to

give him timely information, that he might

have feized Gilbert's horie, and his man's, for

that day's meeting.

Thence returning by Penzance and Market-

jew, near this latter he had a meeting at a place

where no friends were fettled, to the great fa-

tisfa&ion of feveral prefent, who had never been

at a friends meeting before. He proceeded to

Hellion and Falmouth, and had a meeting there;

and from thence went back to Loveday Ham-
bley's,
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bley's, and had a good meeting there, and at c « a p.

feveral other places in that country. v-JLw
Leaving Cornwall he returned towards Lon-

don by Plymouth, and having vifited Friends

there, he proceeded to King's-bridge, and con-

trarv to his own and Friends' expectation had a

peaceable good meeting ; for Friends here were

under grievous perfecution ; he therefore fpent a

little time amongft them, ftrengthening and ten-

derly fympathizing with them in their iufferings,

and particularly with two young women who

had not been long convinced, and were com-

mitted to prifon by a warrant from juftice Biere,

(a paffionate perfecutor of this people) for not

coming to church to hear divine worfhip. Gil-

bert from that fraternal fympathy, which on all

needful occafions excited him to ufe his endea-

vours for the relief of his friends, refolved to

renew them in behalf of thefe young women,

and having an acquaintance with fome who

were in the lieutenancy, and men of authority

in the commiffion of the peace, he came to Ex-

eter, and having vifited Friends there, proceed-

ed to the houfe of a knight of great influence in

the county, to whom he found ready accefs,

and who expreffed himfelf glad to fee him in

thofe parts : Gilbert let him know the occafion

of his vifit, and fo warmly folicited his favour

to his fuffering friends, and thefe two young wo-

men in particular, that the knight at laft re-

plied, he would do more for him than any other

of his friends, and having by his application

brought the knight to that favourable difpofi-

tion, which gave him reafon to hope he had ob-

tained the end of his vifit, he took his leave of

him
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CHAP. h}m an(j his family, with acknowledgments of
xv

* his kindnefs ; and after his return, received an

account that this knight, mindful of the expecta-

tions given him, had procured the liberty of

thefe young women.
He had now received letters from London, in-

forming him of the persecution, which affected

Friends there in perfon and property ; of the de-

molition of the meeting-houies at Horfly-down

and Ratcliff; and that Wheeler-ftreet meeting-

houfe was threatened, the title of which was
veiled in him ; he therefore haftened back to

London with what expedition he could, with

clearnefs as to his prefent fervice, and when ar-

rived took the meafures already related *, to fe-

cure that meeting houfe from fimilar depreda-

tion.

His fecond journey was in the year 1679, into

the fame quarter, vifiting his friends, and ap-

pointing or holding meetings with them to mu-
tual edification in his going and returning, viz.

at Reading, Bath, Briftol, through Somerfet-

fhire, the North of Devonfhire to Falmouth in

Cornwall, returning by the South fide of Devon-
shire. As it feemed to be Gilbert's peculiar pro-

vince to keep up a friendly intercourle with, and
an open door of accefs to fuch perfons of autho-

rity or influence as had been, or might be dif-

pofed to apply them to the relief of Friends.

He pays a And Lamplugh then Bifhop of Exeter, having

Sfhop of

6
granted him feveral favours, in refpect to Friends

Exeter. ' under fufferings in his diocefe ; and upon a feli-

citous enquiry now as he pafTed along, finding the

moderation

* See vol. ii, p. 2>Sl-
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moderation and tendernefs both of himfelf and chap,
the officers of his court, under his influence, to xv»

have been extended to friends in a general way,

he thought it his place to pay him a vifit„ to ac-

knowledge his extraordinary kindnefs to his

Friends. The Bifhop received him with remark-

able civility and affr&ionate regard ; their con-

versation was expremve of fincere friendfhip

and mutual benevolence, which being ended,

Gilbert took his leave with expreffing the grate-

ful acknowledgments he propofed by this vifit.

This Friend, although a refident in London **»s fuffer-

through all the heat of perfecution, and although fuferabic

exemplarily diligent in attending meetings in '* comP*-

their public meeting-houfes, while they were
permitted to meet in them, and in the ftreets in

all weathers, when they were not ; efcaped

fufferings and imprifonment beyond moft of his

brethren of that time ; moft of his fufferings

appear to have befallen him previous to the re-

ftoration ; feeling a concern, with many of his

Friends of this age, to go to feveral of the

places of public worfhip, to bear witnefs to the

truth and againft error. Amongft other places,

he went one day to Dunftan's in the Weft, at

which — Manton preached on this fubjeft,

who might of right call Godfather, on which he
enlarged firft, that they who were born of God,
were his through regeneration, and had a juft

right to call God father. To this doctrine Gil-

bert attended with patience and aftent ; but af-

terwards proceeded to enquire concerning thofe

who were not born of God, he alledged they

were the Lord's by generation ; and then in

anfwer to this queftion, whether thev muft not

call
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CHAP. call God father, replied, That they mull alfo
xv

* pray to God as their father, and to prove his

I705 afleriion, faid, though Abfalom was a wicked
fon, yet David was his father. After he had
ended his fermon, Gilbert warned the audience to

take heed of their ways, adding, that while peo-

ple are workers of iniquity, according to the doc-

trine of our bleffed Lord, they are of their fa-
ther the devil : and while they regard ini quity in

their hearts the Lord will not hear their prayers.

The people were immediately all in a ferment,

the conftable was called for, who with others

haled him out of their place of wormip, and
took him before a juftice, where he pleaded his

caufe fo well, that the juftice afking the confta7

ble if what he faid was true, and if that was the

whole matter ; the conftable anfwering in the

affirmative, the juftice obferved that he had heard

thofe people called Quakers wrere a fort of mad
whimfical folks; but for this man he talks very

rationally, and for my part I think you need not

have brought him before me ; to which the con-

liable replied, Sir, I think fo too. The conftable

and Gilbert retiring, the former left him at li-

berty to go whither he pleafed.

He alfo fuffered imprifonment, together with

Lufe,Weil- about fifteen or fixteen of his friends, in the
piiafter. Gate-houfe in Weftminfter, for meeting together

to worfhip God : They were all put into a little

dungeon, which was about ten feet in breadth,

and eleven in length, and fo dark, that they

could fee no more by day than by night ; the

walls were wet, and they being crouded into fb

narrow a compafs, had room only to lie down
by turns j fo that while fome lay down to reft,

others
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others were forced to (land
:

' Befide this the CHAP,
keeper was fo cruel as to command the turnkey xv*

not to let a little ilraw be brought in for them '
/~ >̂

to lie upon ; but the Lord was with them to

fupport them through all the trials of their faith

and patience ; and in his own time delivered them
from their fufferings.

During the reign of King Charles I cannot

difcover that he was ever imprifoned, notwith-

standing the frequent perfecutions that raged

without reftraint. Being a great fupporter and
frequent attender of the meeting at Hammer-
fmith, in the year 1671, having occafion in the

way of his trade to wait upon Lady Sawkell

;

Sir William Sawkell her hufband, who had a

command in a regiment of horfe, came into the

room; he had a friendly refpect for Gilbert, and
was often pretty familiar with him ; and now
afked him what meeting he frequented, who an-

fwcred fometime one meeting and fometime

another. The reafon is, faid Sir William, be-

caufe 1 have orders to break up a meeting of

your people at Hammerfmith next Sunday, from
fo high a hand, that I cannot avoid executing

them ; and therefore, I inform you, that if at

any time you go thither, you may refrain com-
ing on that day. Gilbert notwithstanding., be-

lieving it his duty to attend Hammerfmith meet-

ing, let Sir William know it before they parted.

The day came, Gilbert, not reafoning with

flefh and blood, attended the meeting, in which
he was much favoured, and as he was preach-

ing, the troopers came, and Hood for fome
time to hear his teflimony, till one of the ruder

fort, cried out this man will never have done,

let
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let us pull him down, and accordingly laid

hands on him. Gilbert fent word to the com-
manding officer ; who coming in, laid, Latey,

^°*' did not I tell you that I was commanded to be
here to day? Yes, replied Gilbert, and did not

I teli thee I was commanded by a greater than

thou, to be here alfo ? Upon this, faid Sir Wil-

liam, go get thee gone about thy bufinefs, and

I will take care of the reft who are met here
;

Gilbert defired him, if he had any refpect for

him to difcharge the reft, and let him be his pri-

foner. After fome time the reft were fet at li-

berty, and Gilbert taken before Lord Mordaunt
and Sir James Smith ; the troopers were called

in evidence, and Gilbert made his defence fo

reafonably and difcreetly, that it feemed to make
an impremon upon them, yet they fined him
and the houfe, and diftrained fome Friends for

the fines. Gilbert got accefs to the juftices a-

gain, and mewed them the unreafonablenefs of

that fevere law, which made one man fuffer for

the offence of another ; that if he had tranf-

grefTed any law, the Lord had bleffed him with

a fufticiency, to enable them to reclaim the pe-

nalty from his effects, and requefted that his

friends might not fuffer for any thing by him faid

or done j through his repeated applications, and

the intereft and influence of others, their equals

and acquaintance, he procured the goods* dif-

trained to 'be reftored ; *and had the fatisfaction

to fee the fufferings defigned to the Friends of

that meeting, through divine goodnefs, and his

folicitous endeavours, prevented.

In his more private tranfactions in religious

fociety, he was a lover and promoter of unity

and
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and concord ; very zealous againft deceit and chap.
hypccrify, the fomenting of divisions and fchifms ;

xv *

but remarkably tender towards thofe who appear- -
v~^"/

ed iincere and humble, although weak and young '
'°*'

•

in experience, and always ready to lend a hand
of help to fuch : He had ever an honourable ef-

teem for the elders, who were in Chrift be-

fore him ; and it was his great rejoicing to

fee the younger members treading in their

fteps ; and when any of thefe were raifed up in

the mmiftry, as they kept to that power, which
made their predeceiTors burning and fhining

lights in their day, Lis rejoicing was encreafed
;

thefe he encouraged with affectionate fym-

pathy.

In his own family he was an exemplary pat-

tern of conjupal affection, and paternal care,

being often folicitoufly concerned to admenifh

and inftruct his children to live in the fear of

their creator, that they might thereby be preferv-

ed from evil.

As age advanced, and fubjeeted him to the

attendant infirmities of body, his mental facul-

ties and religious feelings preferved their ufual

vigour and livelinefs. His lail public appearance

in the miniftry was in a meeting at Hammer-
fmith j he was fo raifed up in his gift, and fo

fupported by divine power, that with great au-

thority and clearness, he delivered found and
weighty doclrine for near an hour, with fer-

vency and his accuitomed. zeal, as if he had
been under no infirmity of body, to the admira-

tion of many of the auditory.

Towards the latter part of his time he delight-

ed much to be retired, and dwelt mollly in the

country

:
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chap, country : And having ferved God and man in

xv* his generation, the review of his life filled him
*

—

ymm*J
with confolation in his retreat, having been often

,7° 5 ' heard to fay, that he had done the work of his

day faithfully, and was nowfat down in the will

of God, and his peace he felt abounding towards

him ; that he wailed the Lord's call and time of

being removed, and that there was no cloud in his

way. He was alfo in the time of his confine-

ment, fo ftrerigtheried in his fpirit, and his love

to his brethren, that he gave them much good

cbunfel, when they came to fee him, with as

much energy and livelinefs, as if he was in his

health and ftrength : A very few hours before his

departure, he faid to thofe about him, There is

no condemnation to them, that are in Chrift Jefus ;

he is the lifter up of my head, he is my flrength

and great falvation : In this frame of mind he

breathed his lad, the 15th day of the 9th

month, 170^, in the feventy-ninth year of his

age.
Account of ""This year Anne Camm, late wife of Thomas

cSL Camm, a woman eminent in her day for the ex-

cellency of her qualifications, and her fervice in

focicty, dice' in an advanced age. She was the

daughter of Richard Newby, of the pariih of

Kendal in Weftmorland, of a family of repute
;

her par., nts gave her a good education, proper

for her icx, and about the 13th year of her age

font her up to her aunt in London for her fur-

ther improvement, with whom me refided kxen

years ; and being favoured with religious incli-

nations from her early youth, fhe formed her

acquaintance and connexion with the Puritans,

from her apprehenfion of their being the molt

ilrictlv
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ftri&ly religious fed. And upon her return to CH A ?-

Kendal, feeking ftill to affociate herfelf with the J^
moitferious profeflbrs of religion, fhe joined a

(

body of people, who frequently met in a feled

fociety, fometimes fitting in filence, fometimes

holding religious conferences, and often exer-

cifed in fervent, prayer. About the year *&5° %%£%£.
ihe was married to John Audland, and was con- timewkh

vinced at the fame time with him by the minif-
J^jjj*

try of George Fox, early in the year 1652 ;
^1"

and in the courfe of the fucceeding year they

both appeared in the miniftry, to the edification

of their friends and convincement ofmany others;

for fhe was in all refpects a mod agreeable help-

meet to her valuable hufband, endeared to him

by a fimilarity of difpofition, qualifications and

purfuits, feelingly defcribed by her in her tef-

timony concerning him*.

Her nrft journey in the work of the rniiiiftry
c;tc isim-

J ' r , \ \ 1 1 j prifoned at

was into the county or Durham. At Aukland, Aukland,

for preaching to the people on the market day
Jgj*"

fhe was imprifoneddn the town jail ; but a pri- '

fon could not confine the freedom of her fpirit,

or the charitable concern of her mind for pro-

pagating religious truths and religious thought-

fulnefs amongft the people affembled there. Un-

der the influence of goipel love, and in the au-

thority of the gofpel, fhe continued her miniilry

from the window of the prifon, whereby many

were folidly affecled, and confefled to the truth

fhe publifhed. She was difcharged from her

confinement the evening of the fame day. John

Langftaff, a man of great repute in his neigh-

bourhood,

* See vol. ii. p. 88.
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CHAP, bourhood, was fo affe&ed by her miniftry, that
xv * he voluntarily accompanied her in her imprifon-

^'"T* ment, and upon her releafe, took her home with
'

J ' him, in order to entertain her there. But his

wife, offended at her hufhand's conduct, and ap-

parent change, received him and his guefl with

language, which plainly difcovered her diffatif-

faclion with them both ; this treatment made
Anne quite uneafy to take up her lodging under

a roof, where me found fhe was no welcome
guefl to one head of the houfe ; me therefore

walked out into the fields, to feek fome covert,

to take fuch lodging, as me could find there.

But it was providentially ordered that Anthony
Pearfon, of Rampfhaw, hearing by George Fox,

who was then at his houfe, of her being in that

town, came with a horfe, and took her behind

him to his houfe that night. She continued her

travels in thofe parts fome time longer, in the

exercife of her miniftry, to the fpiritual advan-

tage of many, and when me apprehended her

fervice accomplished, returned home.
In the fucceeding winter fhe travelled South-

ward through Yorkfhire, Derbyfhire, Leicefler-

fhire, and fo forward into Oxfordfhire, accom-

panied by Mabel Camm, wife of John Camm.
At Banbury, Mabel apprehended a call of duty

to go to the place of public worfhip, to fpeak

to the prieft and people ; and Anne accompa-

nied her. The people dragged them out of the

houfe in a rude and violent manner, and abufed

them in the yard : The prieft palling by, Anne
Audland called to him, faving, " Behold the

impnTon- " fru'rts of thy miniftry" Next day they were
edatBan-

fummoned before the mayor, where two wit-
oury. ' 7 —

neiies
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nefles were procured to fwear that Anne had CHAP,
fpoken blafphemy ; and upon their information KV*

(he was committed to prifon, and her companion
v-""v '

difmified. Some days after, two inhabitants of
* 7° ;

the town gave bond for her appearance at the

next affizes, which furnifhed her with feveral op-

portunities of religious meetings with the people

of that town and neighbourhood, in which me
was fo favoured with power and wifdom in the

exercife of her miniftry, that it proved effe&ual

to convince her two bondfmen, and numbers
more, of the truths me preached to them, where-

by they were induced to join in fociety with her

and her brethren, and in an inward attention to

the grace of God which brings falvation, which
fhe bore teftimony of, and recommended them
unto. The eftablifhment of a large meeting in

that town, and feveral other meetings in the

country adjacent, were the fruits of her minif-

try ; and to her friends here (lie cheriiried the

inofl affectionate regard to the lad. Her fuc-

cefsful labour provoked the refentment of the ad-

verfaries of the ibciety to that degree, that they

threatened me mould be burnt when the affizes

came. Her enemies being numerous, powerful

and much exafperated againit her, feveral of her

friends thought it their duty to attend the affizes,

to ftrengthen her by their fympathy, counte-

nance and afliftance, in maintaining her caufe and
the caufe of truth.

Her hufband John Audland, John Camm, is tried for

Thomas Camm, with fome friends from London b!afPhem >"«

and Briflol, encouraged her by their prefence at

her trial. The charge or indiclment of blaf-

phemy was this, that fhe laid God did not live ;

which
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chap, -which charge was founded on a perverfion of a
xv

* remark file made concerning the pried of Ban-

j
bury, That true words might be a lie in the mouth

offome that /poke them: In proof and explana-

tion whereof fhe brought the expreffion of the

prbphet Jeremiah, chap. v. 2. though they fay
the Lord liveth, furely they fzvear falfely. Her
prudent demeanour, her judicious remarks, her

innocent boldnefs, tempered with becoming mo-
del!)', and her pertinent and wife anfwers to his

queltions inclined the judge to moderation and
fentiments in her favour ; and perceiving the

incompetence of the evidence, that the matter

of fact did not come up to the charge, he ex-

pounded her cafe to the jury thus, that Jhe ac-

knowledged the Lord her God and redeemer to live,

and that there were Gods of the Heathen that ivere

dead Gods. Some of the juftices hereby perceiv-

and ing their wifhes and intentions to be frultrated,

infinity of
^ePPe^ from the bench to influence and bias

amifde- the jury to bring in fome verdicl whereby their

credit might be faved, who brought in their ver-

dict, guilty of mifdemeanour only, which occafion-

ed one of her friends to obferve, that, " it was
" illegal to indict her for one fact, and bring
" her in guilty of another ; for they ought to

" have found her guilty or not guilty, upon the

" matter of fad: charged in the indictment."

The judge then told her, if fhe would give bond

for her good behaviour fhe might have her li-

berty ; this fhe refuted, for the like reafon as her

brethren generally did. Her profecutors, afham-

ed of their proceedings, flipped off the bench

one after another in confufion ; and the judge,

although in the trial he behaved with candour,

and

meanour.
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and confefled fhe mould have been difcharged ;
CHAP-

yet to gratify the difappointed and angry juf-
xv#

tices, returned her to prifon upon her refufal to

give bond.

Being now left in the power of thefe perfe- .

she is Put

cuting magiftrates, fhe was put into a noifome "tyduiJ
filthy dungeon, feveral fteps below the ground, gcon.

on one fide whereof ran a common fewer, which
was often very offenfive by its fmell, and ad-

mitted difagreeable vermin, and there was no fire

to qualify the damps.

Jane Waugh, alfo a minifler of this fociety, J. Waugh

from the pure motive of friendship, affection and ,n
?P"J

onecl

fympathy with her imprifoned friend, came many
miles to vifit her there, and was rewarded for this

chriftian-like office of love, with a participation

of her fufFering, being for this caufe only, im-
prifoned with her. Here they enjoyed great con-

tent, in the confcioufnefs of fuffering in a good
caufe. In great peace fhe continued feven or

eight months in this noifome dungeon, and at

length was releafed by the Mayor and Aldermen,
and her companion fhortly after at her folici-

tation.

At her releafe, being clear of thofe parts, fhe

travelled through the country to Briftol, where
flie met with her hufband John Audland, whom
I apprehend fhe accompanied, and joined in

fervice, to their habitation in Weftmorland.
The reader may recollect the reflections fuggeft-

ed by the contemplation of this amiable couple

in the account of her hufband's deceafe, which
it is therefore fuperfluous to repeat. They were
both engaged in frequent travels for the purpofe
of promoting religion and righteoufnefs, in

Vol. IV. E mofl
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c h a p. mo ft parts of the nation, as far as I can collect,
xv

* fome times unitedly, and fome times feparately,
*—"v--- until her hufband was difabled by that indifpo-

I/ -°-5-
fition, which terminated in his death in the

year 1663.

she is mar- She continued a widow between two and
lied aib- three years, and in the 3

1110
. 1666, was married to

to Thomas Thomas Camm, fon of John Camm, her former

Camm. hufband's faithful companion. This her fecond

huiba*nd was alfo a man, experienced in reli-

gion, and a minifter of eminence in the fociety

of his friends. Their union being centered in

religion and the fear and united fervice of their

maker, they lived together in the utmoft har-

mony and nearnefs of affection forty years,

within a few months. An union on this certain

foundation of happinefs, naturally revives the

recollection of the comprehenfive defcription

which the Evangelift [Luke] hath left on record,

of a religious pair of that age : They were both

righteous before God, walking in all the command-
Refleaions me)its f the Lord blamelefs. And here I feel an

inclination to lay before my young friends, as I

trull this may fall into many of their hands, the

wife and folic! maxims, which were adopted by
our faithful predeceffors for the rule of their

conduct in this very important engagement of

marriage, as that on which not only our peace

and happinefs in this life very much depends
;

but that whereby our efforts in the purfuit of

future happinefs may frequently be very mate-

rially promoted or obstructed. It was a maxim
with them, as firmly believed as the moft felf-

evident truth, that the only fure foundation of

was laid in religion, and therefore

their

on mar-

liage.
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their advice and their practice was, to feek for c ** * p -

divine counfel and approbation, in every Hep ju-v^j
towards forming this indhToluble connection, 1705.

and to proceed circumfpeftly in the fear of their

creator. Both male and female, having their

eye principally to an everlarting inheritance, in-

corruptible, and that fadeth not away, were ex-

ceedingly circumfpect in their ftepping, that

their growth in pure religion might not be re-

tarded thereby ; the former, by fervent prayers,

feeking to the Almighty to be rightly directed in

his choice ; and the latter, receiving the propofal

with cautious referve,' pondered it in her heart,

and alfo befought the fame divine being to di-

rect her in her determination. Marriage thus

determined in religious fear, and on religious

confiderations, in the divine counfel, is doubt-

lefs ratified in heaven, and draws down a blefiing

upon the parties thus uniting themfelves in one

holy difpofition, and one determined refolution

to promote their own, and each others fpiritual

and temporal advantage. This pure religion

proves a foundation of uninterrupted harmony
between themfelves, and a flay and a itaff in the

viciflitudes of this^life, to which all are liable
;

in profperous circumftances a Hay to the mind,
when riches encreafe, not to fet their hearts

thereupon, nor to confume them on their lulls,

after the manner of this world ; but to let their

moderation appear, knowing the Lord is at hand,
as ftewards only of the good things they poifefs,

and accountable to the Lord of the univerfe,

whofe the earth is and the fulnefs thereof; the
natural benevolence of their fouls, refined by
religion into chriftian charity, teacheth them to

E 1 fympathize
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C H A P. fympathize with, and feel deeply for the poor
xv * and needy, and to communicate freely to their

^"^v"*""/
wants ; in adverfity and the various trials they

i J°$' are expofed to, they ever find it a ftaff to lean

upon, fufficiently able to fupport them, and
bring them fafely through all their afflictions and

befetments, and in the end find all things work
to*gether for their good, becaufe they fear and
ferve the Lord.

This worthy woman, Anne Camm, proved

this truth, for fhe bore her fhare of the fufferings

of this trying day, ftedfaft in her faith in divine

fupport, in which (lie found ability to fuftain them
with patient refignation and religious fortitude.

She was tried with repeated feparations from
her fecond hufband, as well as the former, by a

fucceffion of tedious and clofe imprifonments.

He was imprifoned particularly at Kendal for the

fpace of three years, where his confinement was
fo clofe that he was not permitted to fee his fa-

mily during that time : Again at Appleby, near

fix years ; and in all his fufferings and fervices

me participated with him as a faithful helpmeet

;

in the former fympathizing ^ith, and ftrength-

ening him in his fuffering for the teftimony of a

good conference, iupplying his place during his

confinement, and without doubt exerting her

care to keep their outward concerns in the bed
order in her power, for (he appears to have been

a very virtuous and difcreet woman. And in his

religious labours and fervices, fhe was not only

free to give him up and encourage him to faith-

fulnefs, but often a powerful fellow labourer

in the gofpel along with him, for they travelled

together feveral journeys as companions in the

work
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work of the miniftry, in fundry parts of the CHAF
nation, and particularly to London and Briftoi

xv *

oftner than once, at the latter of which (lie

was feized with an indifpofition, which appeared

to threaten her diflblution ; but was railed

above the fear of death, and prtftrved in a

lively frame of fpirit, wherein her expreflions

were fo weighty and affedting, as to leave a land-

ing imprefhon on the minds of feveral of the

auditors, warning all to prize their time, and
prepare for their latter end, as God had inclin-

ed her to do, whereby (he enjoyed unfpeakable

peace here, with full aiTurance of eternal reft

and felicity in the world to come, which, faid

ilie, I have defired to enter into, as gain, rather

than live, if God fo pleafe. But the period of

her zealous labours for the promoting of ngh-
teoufneis was not by divine wildom affigned her

at this time ; (he recovered her health and

ftrength, to be of great fervice in fociety, for a

length of time.

Although (lie was in honourable eiteem, as

(he deferved, for her accomplifhments, her vir-

tues and her public fervices, (he was preferved in

humility, not afrecling to do her works to be feen

of men, but frequently retired alone into her

clofet or other private place, in fervent prayer

to feek the approbation of her maker, and
the frefh diicovery of his will concerning her ; or

fet apart an hour for perufing the holy lcriptures,

and other pious writings for her edification. And
though qualified above many with an excellent -

gift in the minillry, (he was by no means for-

ward to appear in preaching or prayer in public

meetings ; but when (he did, it was with the de-

monftration
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CHAP, mon ftration of the fpirit and with power, to the
xv

* refrefhment of the church : And efpecially in

large meetings, where fhe knew there were bre-

thren well qualified for the fervice of fuch meet-

ings, fhe rarely appeared as a public minifler

without an extraordinary impulfe, for fhe was

endued with wifdom and a found understanding,

to know the feafon of her fervice, when to fpeak

and when to be filent, in which fhe was a good
example to her fex ; and when any of them were
too hafty or unfeafonable in their public appear-

ances in fuch meetings, being a woman of found

judgment, and difapproving thereof, fhe fre-

quently found it her concern to hint an admoni-

tion to fuch, in the authority ofthegofpel, and
in the meeknefs of wifclom, which generally had
a good effect

Her laft public appearance in the miniftry,

was at a monthly meeting at Kendal the 2d of

9"°, 1705, at which time, though far advanced

in years, and affected with the bodily infirmity

attendant on old age, the livelinefs of her zeal

and her fpiritual abilities maintained their vigour

even to admiration. In this her farewell fermon,

with affecting energy, fhe clofely preffed her

friends to faithfulnefs and diligence in the fer-

vice of the Lord, that they might receive

their reward with thofe who had nearly ferved

out their day.

The next day fhe was feized with that diflem-

per which terminated her labours, and her end

was fuch as naturally refulted from a well fpent

life ; full of peace, fhe refigned her foul to him
who gave it, in humble expectation of reaping

the fruit of her labours, the fentence of approbati-

on

—

Well done, good andfaithfulfervant, as mani-

feftly
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feftly appeared by her expreffions on her death- c

bed. Her hufband, who knew beft her worth,

imprefled with a deep fenfe of forrow, and dif-

covering the natural regret at the profpect of

being deprived of fo valuable a companion, (he

nobly encouraged to refignation in the following

addrefs. " My dear, if it be God's good plea-

" fure, who joined us together, and hath bleffed

" us hitherto, to feparate us outwardly, I entreat

" thee to be content therewith, and give me up
" freely to the Lord, for thou knoweft we mull
" part ; and if I go nrft, it is but what I have
" defired of the Lord many a time ; and I believe

" the confideration of the defolate condition I

" fhouldbein, if left behind thee, will have that

" place in thee, that thou wilt the more freely

" commit me to the Lord, whofe 1 am, and
" whom I loved, feared and ferved with an up-

" right heart all my days : His unfpeakable peace
'"

1 enjoy, and his faving health is my portion for

" ever. I pray thee be content with what the

" Lord pleafeth to do with me, whether life or

" death, his holy will be done." And when me
drew near her end, about ten days before fhe

died, fhe imparted profitable counfel to her grand-

children and fervants ; and renewed her requefl

to her hufband to give her up freely, adding,

" If it be the time of our parting, as I think it

" will, I pray thee quit thyfelf of the things of
" this world, as much as poilible, that thou
" mayfl with the more freedom purfue thy ho-
" nourable fervice for truth to the end of thy

" days—and warn all, but efpecially the rich, to

" keep low, and not to be high-minded, for

" humility and holinefs are the badges of our pro

-

" feffion."



56 H I S T O R Y of the

CHAP." fefnon." Her diftemper increafed upon her
xv. near a month before her change came, during

1—*-** all which time, her weighty counfel, her edify-
7°5* ing remarks, and perfect refignation of mind

clearly evinced fhe was well prepared for her final

change, which happened on the 30th of 9™°,

1705, and the attendance of her funeral was an

evidence of the univerfal eftimation of her vir-

tues and her fervices, her corple being accompa-

nied to the grave by friends from 13 different

meetings.

The perfecution of the Quakers in New-Eng-
land had fubfided in a great degree, fince the re-

moval of the principal perfecutors by death, and

a train of fucceeding occurrences of a very feri-

ous and interefting nature, which neceffarily

drew off their attention, to provide againft more
imminent dangers, and more certain evils. The
Indian wars, the lofs of their charter and their

powtr ; their fucceeding political contefts amongfl

themfelves ; and after their Charter was renewed

by King William, their general infatuations in

the bufinefs of witchcraft, had given them fuffici-

ent employment ; whereby this peaceable body
of people obtained a refpite of their fufferings,

till the Aft of Toleration fet them at liberty to

enjoy that peace they defired. But no fooner had

Aperfecut- the ftate recovered from its commotions, and re-

^Td h'

en "
tuine(^ to a fettlement, than the colony of Con-

tics, pancd ne&icut firfl difcovered a propenfity, notwith-
iu the coio-

ftanding the toleration, to revive the former oppref-
ny of Con- o

,

'
, o.

neakut. five meaiures agamit this lociety, by pailmg an act

entitled Heretics, in relation whereto, application

being made to the Queen and Counfel, it produc-

ed the following order, by which the purport of

this
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this aft will appear of a nature fimilar to their CHAP,
former perfecuting acts. xv«

" At the Court of Kenfmgton, the nth day of
l7° 5 *

" October, 1705,

PRESENT,
" His Royal Highnefs Prince George of

" Denmark,
" Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury,
" Lord Keeper,
" Lord Treafurer,
" Lord Prefident,

" Duke of Somerfet,
" Duke of Ormond,
" Earl of Ranelagh,
" Mr. Boyle,
" Mr. Secretary Hedges,
" Mr. Secretary Harley,
" Lord Chief Juftice Holt,
" Lord Chief Juftice Trevor,
" Mr. Vernon,
" Mr. Earle.

" A reprefentation from the lords commiffion-

ers of trade and plantations, being this day
read at the board, uponan act parted in her

Majefty's colony of Connecticut, entitled only

Heretics, whereby it is enabled, that all who
(hall entertain any Quakers, Ranters, Ada-
mites, and other Heretics, are made liable to

the penalty of five pounds, and five pounds

per week for any town that ihall fo entertain

them ; That all Quakers mall be committed

to prifon, or be fent out of the colony ;

" That
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CH A P. " That whoever fhall hold unneceffary difcourfe

xv. " with Quakers, {hall forfeit twenty {hillings ;

v-—v

—

t « That whoever fhali keep any Quakers books,
l 7°5- " (the governor, magiltrates, and elders except-

" ed) fhall forfeit ten {hillings, and that all fuch

" books {hall be fupprefTed ; That no mailer of
" any vefTel do land any Quaker without carrying

" them away again, under the penalty of twenty
" pounds.
" And the faid lords commimoners, humbly

" offering, that the faid act. be repealed by her

" majefty, it being contrary to the liberty of
tc conscience indulged to diiTenters by the laws

" of England ; as alfo to the charter granted to

" that colony,
" Her Majefty, with the advice of her privy

" council, is pleafed to declare her difallow-

" ance and difapprobation of the faid a6t ; and
" purfuant to her majefty's royal pleafure there-
tc upon, the faid act. paffed in her majefty's colo-

" ny of Connecticut in New-England, entitled

" Heretics, rs hereby repealed, and declared null

" and void, and of none effect."

In gratitude for this repeal, friends in Londoi

thought it their duty to prefent an addrefs to the

Queen, which addrefs, with her anfwer, are as fol-

loweth :

: yo6.

" May it pleafe the QUEEN,

" WE thy proteitant diflenting fubjects, com-
t£ monly called Quakers, in London, having

" lately been the Queen's humble petitioners on
:; the behalf of our friends in New-England
" againft a law made in Connecticut colony for

u their fuppreffion, which law the Queen has
" beeit
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" been gradoufly pleafed to difallow and make chap.
" void, xv.

" We now find ourfelves engaged in duty and v-^~v"'^

" gratitude to make the jufl returns of our thank- l 7°S-

" ful acknowledgments to the Queen, for this

" eminent inftance of inviolably maintaining
" the toleration ; and do therefore humbly crave
" leave ^ on this occanon, to repeat the fmcere
" aluirance of our cbriitian and peaceable fubjec-

" tion and unfeigned joy for the Queen's mild
" and gentle government, aiming at the good
" of all her people.
" May the bleffing of the Almighty fo prof-

" per and accomplifh the Queen's jufl defires of
" union among her fubje&s, of firm peace in
" Europe, and of the increafe of virtue, that in

" the delightful fruition thereof, the Queen may
" enjoy many days, and after a life of comfort,
" be tranflated to a glorious immortality. Signed
" on behalf of the laid people by

« JOHN FIELD,

" JOSEPH WYETH."

The Q^U E E N ' S Anfwer.

" LET the gentlemen know I thank them
" heartily for this addrefs, and that while they
" continue fo good fubjects, they need not doubt
" ofmy protection."

The repealing of this act. put a final period to

the perfecuting of Quakers in NewvEngland:
And
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And as the rigorous meafures purfued againfl

them at their firft appearance in that colony, and
for a feries of years after, may appear to have

1 7°5- been treated with fome feverity of animadverfion

(as they delerved), it is but juftice to obferve,

that the defcendants of thefe colonics, perceiving

the enormous miftakes of their predecefTors, have

adopted more liberal and humane maxims of

conduct ; fo that for feveral years pad this body
of people have been treated with lenity, and
have been in fome refpe&s more eafy in the

New-England provinces than in moft others,

Penfylvania and Jerfey excepted
;

particular-

ly in an entire exemption from any contri-

bution to the fupport of the eftabliihed mi-

niflry.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVI.

Addrefs to £>ueen Anne on the Prevention ofa Rebel-

lion.—Account of Tho?nas Camm.—His fufferings.—His Death and Characier.—Second Addrefs to

the £$ueen on declaring her Refolution to maintain

the Toleration.—Account of "John Banks.—Ac-

count of William Crouch.

1 HE incorporation of England and Scotland CHAP,
into one kingdom, which was a favourite mea- XVI «

fure with James the Firft ; and had alfo engaged <^^"^J

the attention of King William, but which neither
17° 7 '

of them could get effected, was brought about

this year, under the title of TheKingdom of Great
Britain. The Scotch nation in general being

quite averfe to this union, it created great dif-

contents among all the clafles of the people.

Lewis XIV. king of France, being at this time An attempt

unable to cope with his confederated enemies in IhePreTen-

the Netherlands, of which the Engiifh were der fruf-

amongft the moft formidable, looked upon this
tldte

difaffe&ion of Scotland to the Engiifh govern-

ment, to prefent a favourable opportunity to di-

vide the allied forces, by giving employment to

the Britifh arms at home. With this view, he
made great preparations to fupport the Preten-

der, in an invafion of England, at the head
of the Scotch malecontents ; but the vigi-

lance of the Britilli government was the means
of
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C H A P. of defeating his defign. Addreffe? of alleoiance

xvi. or congratulation having been fent up to the
v—-v—' Queen from diiTerent parts upon this occafion,

l 7° 8 - the people called Quakers thought it expedient,

from their yearly meeting, to prefent the follow-

ing addrefs.

" To Anne Queen of Great Britain, &c.

c: The grateful and humble Addrefs of the people
" commonly called Quakers, from their yearly
" meeting in London this 28th day of the third

" month called May, 1708.

Third Aa- « WE having good caufe to commemorate

Anae°
" tne manifold mercies of God vouchfafed to this

'.< united kingdom of Great Britain, believe it

" our duty to make our humble acknowledg-
" ments, firfl to the divine Majefly, and next to
" the Queen, for the liberty we enjoy under her
" kind and favourable government, with hearty
" defires and prayers to Almighty God (who hath
" hitherto difappointed the mifchievous and
" wicked defigns of her enemies both foreign
" and domeilicj that he will fo effectually reple-
" nilh the Queen*s heart, together with thofe of
" her great council, with his divine wifdom, that
" righteoufnefs, juflice and moderation, which
" are the ornaments of the Queen's reign, and
" which exalt a nation, may be increafed and
" promoted.

" And we take this opportunity to give the
" Queen the renewed aifurance of our hearty
" aiiccliotfto the prefent eftablifhed government,

and
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c%" and that we as a people will, Jn our refpeclive chap.
" ftations, according to our peaceable principles, XVI *

" by the grace of God, approve ourfelves in all
*" v

" fidelity the Queen's faithful and obedient fub-
I7° *

" je&s, and as fuch conclude with fervent prayer
" to the Lord of Hods, that after a profperous,
" fafe and long reign in this life, thou, O Queen,
" mayft be blefled with an everlafting crown of
" glory."

Seven friends were appointed to prefent this

addrefs, amongft whom was George Whitehead,

who upon prefenting it, faid, " We heartily wifii

" the Queen health and happinefs : We are

" come to prefent an addrefs from our yearly

" meeting, which we could have defired might
" have been more early and more feafonably
" timed, but could not, becaufe our faid mcei-
" ing was but the laft week, and therefore now
" hope the Queen will favourably accept our
" addrefs." When he delivered it, the Queen
requefted him to read it, which he did, and
the Queen anfwered, " I thank you very kindly
" for your addrefs, and 1 allure you of my pro-
t: teclion

; you may depend upon it." To this

G. Whitehead replied, " We thankfully ac-

" knowledge that God, by his power and
" fpecial providence hath preferved and defended
Ci the Queen againfl the evil defigns of her ene-
" mies, having made the Queen an eminent in-

" lirument for the good of this nation and realm
" of Great Britain, in maintaining the tolera-
st ticm, the liberty we enjoy in refpett to our
" confciences againll perfecution : which liberty

" being grounded upon this reafon in the late

* King's reign, for the uniting the Proicjlantfnb-
" jefix
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CHAP.«
jecjs [n intereft and affeclion, the union of Great

xvi. « Britain, now fettled, tends to the flrength and

'^T " fafety thereof ; for in union is the flrength and
" liability of a nation or kingdom ; and with-
" out union no nation or people can be fafe, but
" are weak and unliable. The fucceffion of the
" crown being fettled and eflablifhed in the pro-
" tellant line, mud needs be very acceptable to

" all true proteftant fubjecls.

" And now, O Queen ! that the Lord may
" preferve and defend thee for the future, the
" remainder of thy days, and fupport thee
" under all thy great care and concern for the
" fafety and good of this nation and kingdom of
" Great Britain, and that the Lord may blefs

" and preferve thee to the end, is our fincere

" defire."

To this the Queen returned, " I thank you
" for your fpeech, and for your addrefs ; and
" ye may be affured I will take care to protect
" you." G. Whitehead replied, " the Lord
" blefs and profper the Queen in all her good in-

" tentions j" and then thefe friends withdrew.

Account of In this year died Thomas Camm of Camm's-

Camm" S^ ni Weilmoreland, fon of John Camm, whofe
life and character is the firft recorded in this hif-

tory. Both his parents being members of the

fociety, confpicuous for their integrity and piety,

he had the advantage of a religious education in

the principles of the people called Quakers, their

pious counfel and circumfpect example made a

deep impreffion on his tender mind ; whereby,

from his early youth, he was bleiTed with religi-

ous fentiments, and delighted in the company of

the moft religious perfons. And as he grew up,

his
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his underflanding was illuminated, to perceive, chap.
that befides an education in the mod perfect form xv i»

of religion, the experience of inward fancti- <^m^**^.

fication by that word, which is quick and 1 7°7'

powerful, was neceffary ; and being hum-
bled into frequent inward retirement to feel

after this quickening word, he was favoured with

the attainment of what he faw he flood in need of,

and by the virtue of this refining power being pu-

rified, he received a gift in the miniflry, in

which his doctrine was found, and his delivery

agreeable, not in the enticing words of man's

wifdom, but in the demonflration of divine

power, reaching the witnefs of God in the hearts

of his hearers, whereby he was made inftrumen-

tal to convert many to, and eflablifh many in

the way to righteoufnefs and peace.

He fpent much of his time in travelling in va-

rious parts of the nation, in the exercife of his

miniflry, for the edification of his friends, while

he was left at liberty. But he bore his fhare of H; s fufr«r-

the fufferings of this age both in perfon and pro-
ings

perty, whereby his travels were repeatedly inter-

rupted. In the year 1674 he was fued by John
Ormrod, priefl of Burton, for fmall tithes and
oblations, and by a writ de excommunicato capiendo

he was cafl into prifon at Kendal, where he was Impri/on ^

detained in a clofe confinement for a great parf of men t «

three years. He was afterwards imprifoned for
^en a

'

fix years in the county jail at Appleby (as before 2

noted in the account of his wife's deceafe) onj^ ApPle*

what account I am not informed, but moil pro-

bably for the like demand of tithes, fo that he was
imprifoned near nine years in all.

On the 13th of October 1678, after the com-
mencement of the laft conventicle act, Edward

Vol. IV. F Wilfon,
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chap. Wilfon, a juftice of peace, fent feveral informers
xvi. to a meeting held in the houfe of Edward Cragg

'

—

**—* of Ackonthwaite, and upon their evidence, con-
l l°"I- victed feveral perfons without examination, or

fummoning them before him, and iflued his war-
rants ofdiftrefs, whereby there were taken from

Diftrained Thomas Camm in particular, for preaching at

Siu/of tne â^ meeting, nine head of cattle and fifty-

31I. 1 os. five fheep worth 31I. 10s. When the officers

complained to this rigorous juftice that they could

not fell fome of the cattle, he charged them to

fell at any price, and fetch more till they had
enough, and ordered them to drive them from
market to market, to fell them cheap for the

encouragement of buyers ; threatening them,

that if they did not raife all their fines, they

mould pay the reft out of their own pockets.

4
There were again, by warrant from the faid Wil-

Tothcva- fon, two oxen taken from him worth 7I. upon
an information of being at a meeting at Tarle-

ton ; being with others fined on account of a

preacher, who was faid in the warrant to be fled,

and his habitation unknown : Whereas the

preacher was fo far from fleeing, that he went to

the juftice's houfe, and left word there, that his

name was Thomas Dowcra, and that he dwelt at

Swarthmore near Ulverftone, in LancafTiire, and

that he was of ability to pay his own fine, for

which reafon he defired it might not be impofed

upon others.

Ail his fufTerings, which were many, he bore

with fortitude and firmnefs ; unfhaken in his

teftimony for truth, he maintained it uniformly

to the laft ; far from being difcouraged by fuffer-

ing in a good caufe, it was his joy and crown of

rejoicing.
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rejoicing, that he was counted worthy not only chap.
to believe in the truth, but alfo to fufferforit. xvi.

He was not only eminent amongft his brethren v-^v~^
for his fervice in the miniftry, but in the main- !7 7-

taining the difcipline of the church, for which he

was remarkably well qualified, being himfelf a

mining example of righteoufnefs in his own con-

verfation, richly replenifhed with divine wif-

dom, and adorned with meeknefs and humility,

his endeavours to promote an orderly converfa-

tion, confident with their profeffion, amongft his

friends, were attended with the greater weight and
effect \ whether exerted in the meeknefs of wif-

dom for the ftrengthening and encouragement of

the weak and well difpofed ; or in a well temper-

ed zeal againft every appearance of evil ; efpecially

againft that fpirit which endeavoured to lay wafte

the teftimony and religious care of friends, and
foment divifions in the church, with which we
have feen the county of his refidence was parti-

cularly exercifed. Being a man of peace, he la-

boured to follow it with all men; to promote it in

the church and amongft all forts of people. Love
and unity amongft brethren he rejoiced in, and
where any thing appeared tending to a breach of

it, he ufed his utmoft endeavours • to put a flop

thereto. Benevolent and kindly affeclioned to

all men, he was beloved and efteemed by the

good, as far as his acquaintance extended.

When he was advanced in years, and affected

with infirmities in confequence of the hardfhips

and fufferings he had endured in the fucceffive

ftages of his life, his zeal for truth, and his love

to his brethren, and concern for the well-being

of mankind in a general way, engaged him in

F 2 repeated
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c h a p- repeated religious labours and vifits to his friends

XVI « in various parts, to their comfort and edification,
<^"v-fc-' to near the termination of his life.

1 7°7- His lafl journey in religious fervice was into

Lancafhire, the weft of Yorkshire, and his own
county of Weftmoreland, from which he return-

ed on the 17th of the n™, 1707, O. S. to his

Son-in-law's, John Moor's at Eldworth ; and
here he was immediately attacked by a return of

a diftemper which had been before at times trou-

blefometo him, viz. the ftone and gravel, which
continuing to encreafe upon him, and affect him
with violent pain, fo that he could take little food

or fleep, yet he bore it with much patience. In

the profpecl of future happinefs he was perfect-

ly refigned to the divine will, frequently expref-

fing his acquiefcence therein in thefe or fimilar

* terms, " I neither defire to live nor to die, but
" am well content, however it fhall pleafe the
" Lord to order it." One day fitting alone, his

fon John Moor came to bear him company, and
afking him how he did ? he anfwered, " I am
" weak in the body, but ftrong in the inner
" man, bleffed be the Lord, who hath been my
" ftrength and fupport hitherto," exprefling his

humble thankfulnefs to the divine Being for his

multiplied and unfpeakable mercies to him, in the

fucceflive viciflitudes of his life.

About a week before he died, feveral of his

grand-children being in the room with him, he

laid unto them, " Now I think 1 mud leave you.
" If the Lord had feen meet to fpare me a little

" longer, I might have been of fervice to you in

" couniel and advice ; but the Lord, the great
" and wife counfcllor, as you have your eye to

" him



PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 6>

" him above all things, will not be wanting in c h a p.

" counfel to you ; I love you entirely, and the xvi.

" blefling of the Almighty reft: upon you, if it be v_,r%"*J

" his will." To John Moor and others prefent,
I7°

" Bear me record, that I die in perfect unity
" with the brethren ; my love is as firm and true

" as ever, in our Lord Jefus Chrift, the author
" of our falvation."

To recount all the folid expreflions which

this good man brought forth from the good trea-

fure of his heart, during a confinement of five

or fix weeks, might to fome readers appear tedi-

ous : The fore-cited exprefTions appear to befpeak

a mind redeemed from the earth, and looking

forward with ferenity to an habitation eternal in

the Heavens, for which he had been, through

the courfe of a pretty long life, careful to make
preparation.

He departed this life at Eidworth aforefaid,

in much peace and quietnefs, the 13th day of the

firft month 1707-8, in the 67th year of his age.

His body was removed from thence to his late

habitation at Camm's-gill, and on the fixteenth

from thence to friends burying-ground at Park-

end in Prefton-Patrick to be interred. The great

numbers and decent folemnity of friends of that

and other adjacent counties, and of the neigh-

bourhood of other focieties, under a general ap-

pearance of forrow, demonflrated the refpeel: they

bore to his character. The corpfe being interred,

mod of the attendants drew into the meeting-

houfe, and had an edifying feafon together, the

divine prefence eminently overfhadowing the

alTembly, to the affecting many hearts with reve-

rent folemnity and ferious confiderations, under

the
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chap, the influence whereof, divers lively teftimonies
xvi. were borne to the fufficiency of that univerfal prin-

^^v-^ ciple of light and grace, of which the deceafed
1 7 1 °- had been a mining example.

In this year party animofkies, which appear

to have fubfided for fome time pad, broke out

with remarkable violence. Sacheverel, a violent

high church-man, inveighed againfl the diffenters

in feveral harangues ; for two of which he was
complained of to the houfe of commons, who im-

peached him of high crimes and mifdemeanours,

of which he was found guilty by the lords and

filenced for three years ; the clergy and others of

the fame ftamp, who were now become numer-
ous, patronized his caufe as their own, with all

the vehemence of a violent party fpirit, pointed

their fermons and difcourfes with intemperate

warmth againft the diifenters, and ftimulated the

populace to riot and outrage againfl them, raifmg

a popular cry that the church was in danger. The
Queen alfo being influenced to change her mini-

{try and meafures, he was ufed as a tool to turn

the paffions of the vulgar in favour of the defign
;

and from the prevailing fpirit at this time, many
Apprehenfi- f the diffenters were filled with apprehenfions of

conceived a defign to repeal or at leafl to weaken the act. of
by fome, of toleration ; but a new parliament being elected,

weaken the the Queen in her fpeech declared her resolution
ata of Tok- to maintain the indulgence bv law allowed to fcru-
ration, and .. . .

1
• r

the Queen pulous coniciences, whereupon a committee or
declaring

tke pCOp}e ca lled Quakers waited upon her with

tiontofup- the following aaareis ;

port it,

» To
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CHAP.
" To Queen Anne of Great Britain, &c. xvi.

" The humble and thankful Addrefs of the
T£J f °-

^

" Queen's proteftant fubje&s, the people caiicjqL-
" called Quakers, in and about the city of^er5a!,

1
rtft

" London, on behalf of themfelves and the

" reft of their perfuafion.

" When we confider the Queen's royal regard

to protect our religious liberty, and the frefh

afTurance from the throne of her chriflian refo-

lution to maintain the indulgence by law al-

lowed to fcrupulous confciences, and her ten-

der care that the fame may be tranfmitted to

pofterity in the proteftant fucceffion in the houfe

of Hanover, we find ourfelves concerned

gratefully to acknowledge her goodnefs there-

in, and the ready concurrence of her great

council therewith.
' " Taking this occafion to affure the Queen of

our duty and affection and peaceable behaviour

under her government, as is our principle, and
hath always been our practice.

" And we heartily defire our fellow-fubje&s

may lay afide all animofities, and in a fpirit of

love and meeknefs, endeavour to outdo each
other in virtue and univerfal charity.

" That it may gracioufly pleafe almighty God
to defend and blefs thee, O Queen ! and guide

thee by his counfel in a long and profperous

reign here, and afterwards receive thee to

glory, is the hearty prayer of thy faithful fub-

ject.s.

To
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CHAP.
xvi. To this Addrefs the Queen anfwered,

j 710. "I thank ye for your addrefs, and ye may de-

" pend upon my protection."

Account of This year died John Banks, who was born of
j©hnBanks.j

lone£ parentSj in the parifh of IlTel in Cumber-
land. In early youth he was convinced of the

principle of the divine light in the heart, not by
the preaching of men, but the inward conviction

of his own mind, and brought to an acquain-

tance therewith before he had any acquaintance

amongft the people called Quakers, or heard their

doctrine preached ; but by a motion in his own
mind, he was incited to go to a meeting of the faid

people, in confequence whereof he went to tneir

meeting at Pardlhaw, where very few words were

fpoken ; but a paper was read therein, which had

a confiderable effect upon him, being pertinently

applicable to his condition. And through dili-

gent attention to the ingrafted word, which is able

to fave the foul, he experienced a growth in fanc-

tification, and was prepared for the reception of

the gifts of the fpirit : in the year 1 665 he ap-

peared in the minidry and vifited fome of the

meetings in the neighbouring counties ; and in

the year 1668, being more deeply experienced

in the work of religion, he was made willing to

forfake all, to perform his duty in the fervice of

his maker and the caufe of truth, travelling into

the fouthern and weftern counties, and in a great

degree devoted the future time of his life to the

like beneficial purpofe. He laboured zealoufly

in the promulgation of the gofpel, both in feve-

ral
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ral parts of England, in Scotland, and. Ireland *chap.
feveral time^ over, to the edification of the fociefy xvi.

of his friends and the convincement of others, "—"v*"-'

who remained wimeffes to the efficacy of his mi- n iC -

niftry and as feals thereof.

In the year 1679, he felt it his duty to go forth

under a prefhng concern of mind into thofe

counties and places, where the feparation be<;;un

by f Wilkinfon and J. Stor
y had got ground, to

bear his teilimony againil that fpirit of feparation

which had its life in contention and difcord. He
firft went with Chriitopher Story for his compa-
nion, to the yearly meeting in London, where
(he writes) " the love and life of pure religion

" was in dominion, fo that the oppofmg fpirit was
" never once able to lift up its. head ; an agreea-
" blc harmony prevailed throughout, the power
" of God being over all." From London they

turned weftward through Berkihire and Wilt,

fhire to Briitol ; here he paiTed along under a

deep travail and anxiety of foul by day and by
night, thaj the deceitfulnefs and error of the fpi-

rit of fepara cion, which fought to divide and make
parties in the fociety, might be made manifeft,

and

* See vol. 2, p. 479.

f It may be proper to obferve, there were at this time two
perflms of the name of John Wilkinfon in the iociety, or under

the name of Quakers, viz. John Wilkinfon of Cumberlmd,
who had been a pricft of Brigham, and had two parifhes more ;

he was convinced bv the miniftry of G. Fox in 1657, became
an approved minifter among the people called Quakers, and

many were convinced by him : Ke travelled into the South and
V. eft oi England, with J. Banks for his companion in 166S ;

and continued a faithful man till the day of his death in i6 n
,.

The other Join ilkinfon of Weftmo-eland, principally

known in our hiftory fur his oppoficion and feparation.
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CHAP, and that the innocent might be preferved from
xvi. being entangled or hurt by it, infomuch that he

v-'-w^ could take little refrefhment offood or fleep; not-
1710. withftanding which he was fofupporied with the fpi-

ritual ftrength and the authority of the gofpel in

his teftimony,thatalthoughfomeof thefe feparatifts

were highly provoked, railed at him behind his

back, threatened to give him public oppofition,

and for that purpofe followed him from meeting

to meeting
;

yet the power which fupported him,

and evidently attended his teftimony, chained

them down, fo that when the time came, they had
no ability to put their threats in execution. He
paffed through thofe parts, labouring in the mi-

niftry to the comfort and edification of the

church, and the increafe of peace in his own
mind.

He had a (hare alfo in the fuiferings attendant

on his profemon in this perfecuting age, both in

imprifonment and the lofs of goods. In the year

1662, George Fletcher, a juftice of peace, came
to a meeting at Howhill in Sowerby parifh, ruin-

ing in a hoftile manner, with a retinue armed
with fwords and piftols, and finding John Banks
on his knees, the juftice ftruck him over the

head, and when he continued praying, ordered

him to be pulled down backward, and caufed

him and others to be dragged down the hill, in

a violent and cruel manner, and afterwards fent

them to Carlifle jail. At the enfuing feflions

fome were fined iol. and the reft 5I. each, and

diflraints made to confiderably more than the

value. a In the year 1683 feveral informers came
to the meeting at Pardmaw-Cragg, and found

Peter Fearon preaching : They applied to juftice

Fletcher,

a Befle, vol. 1.
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Fletcher, who fined him 20I. and ordered it toCHA p.

be levied on himfelf and feveral others who were xvi.

prefent, among whom John Banks was one : And v-—

v

-^
although Peter defired the whole might be charg- '

7ro '

ed on himfelf, he being of fufficient ability, the

juftice perfifted in his defign, and ifiued his war-

rants for diftraint, whereby goods to the amount
of 7I. 1 os. were taken from John Banks.

When thefe goods were expofed to fale, and no
purchafers could be found, this juftice ordered

his own fervants to purchafe fome of them,

which they did at a very low price ; and the

officers to fupply the defect made further fei-

zures, whereby the value of the diftraints at lad

amounted to 35I.

This juftice Fletcher feems to have enter-

tained a particular enmity againft this reputable

man, impelling him to every meafure in his

power, to diftrefs him and his family in their

outward circumftances : For at the very time he

granted the abovefaid Warrant for diftraining

his goods for his arbitrary fine, being an impro-

priator, he was carrying on a fevere profecution

againft him for tithes. John Banks being

fubpcenaed to anfwer his bill, becaufe, from hi:;

confcientious fcruple, he could not put in his an-

fwer upon oath, was run to a contempt, upon
which he was arrefted at the very fame time,

that the officers and informers with their afliftants,

to the number of twelve, came to his houfe to

execute Fletcher's warrant of diftrefs b
.

He was committed to prifon in Carlifle jail,

where he was detained fix years and nine

months, during which time he received much
rude

*»
J. Banks's journal.
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chap, rude treatment and abufe from the jailer and
xvi. his deputy by his order ; being infligated there-

v-^v*^' to, firft by his own vexation, becaufe John and
1710, fojg friends and fellow-priibners hefitated to gra-

tify his avaricious difpofition, in taking chambers
from him at his price ; and fecondly, by the

priefts and magiftrates of the city, who were dif-

turbed and exafperated at John Banks, becaufe

the friends in prifon keeping up their meetings,

particularly on the firfl day of the week, he fre-

quently felt a concern to preach among them,

and (landing near the cafement, which opened
to the ftreet, his teftimony could be heard by
the citizens as they came from their worfhip.

This exafperated both the priefts (of which there

were a confiderable number in that place)

and the magiftrates, as the people in palling

would frequently (land to hear him : In order

to put a ftop thereto, the mayor of the city, ac-

companied by fome of the aldermen and others,

came into their meeting in the prifon one firft

day while John was preaching, and in great paf-

fion commanded him to be filent, making his

wand at him,and threatening to gag him. But nei-

ther his paffion nor his menaces couldeftec"t his pur-

pofe
; John intimating to him, that he conceived he

had his commiffion from a fuperior power ; and
that as mayor he had no authority to moleft him
and his companions in confinement ; they were
the king's prifoners, and in fafe cuftody. With
fome further menaces the mayor and his compa-
ny departed, and gave them no further molefta-

tion in perfon.

But there is reafon to prefume they gave a

charge to the jailer and his turnkey, to endea-

vour
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vour to prevent him from preaching, even by c hap.
violence. The turnkey generally watched their xvi.

meetings, and as foon as he heard John Banks's <**m*~+J

voice, would drag him by force out of the room x 7 10'

to fome other place, and confine him there till

after the meeting was ended. The turnkey at

other times would endeavour to prevent his

fpeaking, by putting his hat over his face ; hoot-

ing to drown his voice; clapping his hands on his

mouth, and fuch like rough treatment. Once find-

ing him on his knees at prayer, being urged by
the jailer, who was alfo prefent, this turnkey

pulled him off his knees, threw him down, and
endeavoured to drag him by force along the

ground, which not being able to do, the jailer

came to his aftiftance, and then they jointly

pulled him away, and fhut him up in a noifome

fmoaky room over the brew-houfe, in which he

was locked up feveral times ; at one time three

days and two nights without a bed of any kind to

lie down upon.

The jailer finding thefe harm meafures inef-

fectual to compafs their defign of filencing him,
had recourfe to remonftrance, reprefenting to

John " that the prieits, mayor and aldermen of
" the city were greatly difpleafed, and threaten-

" ed to fine him for fuffering him to preach, and
" his friends to hold conventicles in the jail,

" propofing their removal to another houfe from
" the flreet, or at lead to the further end of
" the room, where he might not be heard."

In reply to this, John Banks, who conceived his

miniftry not reilricled to his friends and fellow-

prifoners ; bat that it was to be alfo exercifed to

call the inhabitants to repentance as opportunity

offered.
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CHAP, offered, fignified, " That as his prifoner he
xvi. " fhould be fubjeft to him, let him put him

v--*^-' " where he would ; but as to matters of religi-
*7 IO

- « ous duty he could own no fubjeftion to him
" or them ; but to the clear difcovery of the
" light in his own mind only." The jailer

and his deputy therefore returned to their former

practice of haling, confining and perfonal abufe,

whereby his body was much bruifed and his health

impaired.

The jailer, although he pretended at times to

palliate his feverity, under the fear of the re-

fentment of the magistrates and prieits, could

not forbear at other times to give vent to his

own private refentments on the fubject that touch-

ed .him more clofely, becaufe they did not take

their diet and lodgings from him at extravagant

rates, abufing them with opprobrious language,

calling them rogues, rafcals and cheating knaves,

menacing them with the fmoaky loft and com-
mon jail, and charging the turnkey to let them
out on no occafion, not even to buy victuals,

which charge was pretty ftri&ly obferved, in-

fomuch, that for fome time they were hard

put to it to provide neceflaries for them-

felves.

The jailer not fully gratified by this feverity,

or not finding it anfwer his purpofe, in a few

weeks proceeded to put his menace in execution,

by thrufting John Banks and another friend into

the common jail amongft the felons and poor

debtors, at a time when it was fo crowded, that

there was no convenient room to fit or lie down,
and J. Banks was in an ill ftate of health, hav-

ing been indifpofed for fome time before ; upon
which



PEOPLE called QJJAKERS. 79

which account one of his fellow-prifoners made chap.
this remonftrance to the jailer, " If this friend (hall XVI «

" die through thy cruelty and hard ufage,his blood ^^^v^o

" will be required at thy hands :" The jailer, with I 7 , °-

all the unfeelingnefs of fuch officers, replied, " he
" did not care if J. Banks never flood upon his

" feet again, he would put him into the common
" jail ;" which he did, where J. Banks and his

companion were obliged to fit all night near the

fink, the common receptacle of the filth and ex-

crements of the prifoners. And when they got

fome draw to lie on, they had only the wet
ground to lay it on, clofe by the noifome fink.

He was confined here fixteen days and nights,

during which time his wife (with other friends)

coming twenty miles to vifit him in prifon, (he

requefted of the jailer, that he would permit her

hufband to come to her in fome place more con-

venient than the common jail ; but as diverted of

all tendernefs, he refufed her, and fent her

word, " If (he wanted to fee him, me might in

" the common jail, but no where elfe." She
continued with him there one night and part of

the next day, a fympathizing witnefs of the hard-

fhips he underwent.

When the jailer found he could not by any

contrivance erFe£t his purpofe, to procure cham-
ber-rent from him and his friends, growing
uneafy in his mind from a troubled confcience,

he brought John back to his fellow-prifoners,

after a confinement of two weeks and upwards in

the dark dungeon.

And when he could neither by thefe harm
meafures make the gain he wanted by thefe pri-

foners, nor hinder John Banks from preaching,

he,
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cha p. he, being much threatened by the priefts, re-

xvi. moved himfelf and them to another houfe, and
^"v—' placed them in rooms backward from the ftreet,

1710. where they held their meetings peaceably, with-

out much further moleftation from the jailer or

any other ; who after perfecuting them as above

described for about fix months, feems to have re-

lented, and in procefs of time to have indulged

them with as much liberty as they could expect.

John Banks was detained in prifon till he was re-

leafed by King William's ac"t of grace in 1690,
feven years wanting three months from his firft

commitment.
Soon after his releafe he took another journey

into the weft, to pay a religious vifit to his

friends in that quarter, and thence to London,
where his fervice was very acceptable and pro-

fitable to many, and the meetings generally very

large, all along his friends vere refpeftful and
rejoiced to fee him again after his long impri-

fonment.

A few months after his return from this jour-

ney, he met, (according to his own expreflion)

with the greateft trial that had ever befallen him,

in the removal of his virtuous and well-beloved

wife, with whom he had lived in great comfort

and neai affection twenty-feven years ; and whom
he characterizes as a meet help to him, a fympa-

rhizer in his exercifes ; a woman indirftrious and

rareful in ordering their outward affairs, and in

the religious education of their children in his

abfence : That me was well-beloved amongft her

friends and neighbours : bore her ficknefs with

patience ; and ended her 'days in peace the 2d

dayofio"10
, 1691.

In



PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 81

In the year 1696 he married his fecond wife C H a p.

at Glaflonbury in Somerfetlhire, and fixed his xvi.

refidence in that county, firft at Mear, and af- b—v-*-'

terwards at Street. He continued his travels W°«
for the promoting a religious concern amongft feCondtime,

his brethren, even in his advanced years, wben a"dremovcs

affected with great bodily infirmity. About fetflure.

two months before his deceafe he paid a religi-

ous vifit to feveral meetings of his friends,

both thofe for religious worfhip and thefe for

difcipline, in the care of the poor, widows and
orphans, being equally well qualified for fer-

vice in both ; a man endued with excellent ta-

lents for promoting good order, purfuing thofe

things that were jufl, pure, lovely and of good
report. In this lafl journey at: Somerton, in a

large meeting, lie was raifed in his teftimony

to the admiration of thofe ; who were acquainted

with the infirm ftate of his health. He conti-

nued a confiderable length of time in his tef-

timony againft outfide appearances of religion,

deftitute of the fubftance, with perfpicuity and
juft diftinttion in his doctrine, demonftrating

the ftrength of his memory and mental facul-

ties, and the foundnefs of his judgment in fpi-

ritual matters, being wonderfully fupported by
divine aftiftance to preach the word to the con-

folation, refrdhment and edification of the

meeting.

His zeal for the promotion of truth and
righteoufnefs removed from his thoughts the

prefent confideiation of his bodily infirmity.

His natural ftrength was, by his exertion, io

far weakened, that it was a talk fufficient for

two men to lead him from the meeting to his

Vol. IV. G lodging:
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chap, lodging : but he was very cheerful under the
XVI « feeling of an increafe of peace in his bofotfi,

1—>'*-' for fpending his remaining ftrength in the bed
1710. caufe, and hgnified his inward fatisfa&ion in

that day's fervice. He proceeded in his vifit to

Puddimore, and from thence to Yeovil, where
in a large meeting of friends he was afreih

divinely influenced in his public fervice, with a

lively zeal and quick difcerning of the ftates

of feveral prefent, to which he addrefled per-

tinent doctrine ; and from thence he returned

home, where he was foon feized with that dil-

temper of which he died. During the time of

confinement he frequently faid, " Though my
•* pain be great, my foul doth magnify the Lord
" for his goodnefs to me". On the 2 2d of 7th

month feveral friends being prefent, after fome
time fpent in filence, he exhorted them to a

diligent attendance of meetings for worfhip,

both on firft days, and other days of the week,

fet apart for that purpofe ; alfo their quarterly

and monthly meetings for difcipline, expreffing

fcis great love to friends of Glailonbury and

Street, to whom he had been a good example

in the diligent attendance of meetings, which

he now recommended, adding, " Although I

" am weak in body, and know not whether I

" may live much longer, yet I am ftrong in

" the Lord and the power of his might, and
" have nothing to do but to die." To a young
man that came with fome other friends to fee

him he faid, " Art thou the young man that

" lives at Somerton, lately convinced of the

« bleffed truth ?" He anfvvered, " Yes." " The
" Lord be with th.ee," continued John Banks,
" and I defire thee in the love of God to
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give up
" fpirit of God in thy heart, and then he will XVI «

" do great things for thee; and do not thou .^"v"*~'

" (lumble at the crofs, for the more thou look-
l ^ n

" eft at it, and puttefl it off, the harder will

" it be to thee to take it up."

Much more good advice, during his ficknefs,

he imparted to thofe who came to fee him,

with a favour of life and power which greatly

affected thofe to whom it was addreued. His

laft expreflions on record were, " T. is well

" with me, I have nothing to do but to die,

" and I (hall end in the truth as I began."

William Crouch, according to his bed calcu- Account of

lation, was born on the 5th day of the 2dcrouch!!

month called April 1628, in a fmall village

called Penton by Wcyhiil, near Andover in

Hampfinre. His father was a fubftantial yeo-

man, of good repute in the country, and well

beloved in his neighbourhood. His mother

was a religious woman, and one of the people

in that day called Puritans. She was a watch-

ful guardian over her children, to preferve

them from evil either in word or action ; and
would often call them together to pray with

them, and for them by day or by night, as fhe He is rd'-

found feafonable opportunities, wherein {]he glou"y c
f
u*

hath left a good example to ethers of her fex

who are mothers of children,

His father was taken of! in the prime of life,

leaving his children young ; and the civil war
arifmg Toon after unlet tied the family, and de-

prived him, of his (hare of his father's pro-

perty, and alfo of the advantage of learning,

y/hich . otherwife he might have had. He re-

G 2 moved
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c H A P. moved to London in 1 646, and bound himfelf

xvi. apprentice there.
t—V~*J His religious education was not loft upon him,

carefJuf ^or in a^ t^le cnanges °f Situation he was pre-

his comp 1- ferved in a good degree of innocence and fo-
fty '

briety from many temptations and evils inci-

dent to youth. Careful of his company, he

fhunned the converfe of fuch as indulged in

excefs, rudenefs and- diflipation, and chofe for

his alTbciates fuch as were religiouily difpofed

and fober in their conduct.

He diligently attended the miniftry of fuch

public preachers as were in the greateft reputa-

tion for wifdom and piety ; he often wrote

their fermons, and was fometimes much af-

fected, and on his return home would fpend

his time in retirement and prayer. Yet not

knowing the Lord was fo near him as he was,

he witnefTed little growth of grace in his heart,

or power over his affections and lufts ; but

was fometimes overcome by temptation, and
allured to vanity and folly, which afterwards

proved a burden and uneafinefs. to his foul
;

yet in great mercy he was followed clofely with

the reproofs of inftru&ion, which he found by
experience to be the way to life.

He begins th the year 1656 he firft began to frequent
to frequent tne meetings of ' the people called Quakers,

ingsofthe being convinced in his judgment of the truth'

P'°PIe "!i" of their principles ; and as he gave heed to that

'grace and truth which they teflified of, he was

not only convinced fpeculatively of the truth

of their teftimony, but experimentally convinced

by the operation of this light and grace in

himfelf, that God, by his good fpirit, was nigh

at hand, a difcoverer cf the thoughts and in-

tents
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tents of the heart, and a reprover in feeret for chap,
every evil way, word and thought, and by his xvi.

light in his confcience a difcoverer alfo of the ^*"y/~->

way to efcape temptation. Through the illumi-
I7l(

nation of this divine light he faw fin to be ex-

ceeding finful, and that godly forrow was pro-

duced in him, which brings repentance not to

be repented of.

A friend that well knew him teftifies, His

treafure was in heaven, and as for the treafure

of this world he fet no value upon it, further

than to be his fervant for necelfary ufes, and to

extend in charity to the indigent. His charity

was amply and varioufly diffufed, and he was

always difpofed, with a'i ready mind, to affift fuch

as were in affliction or diftrefs of any fort,

where either his advice or purfe was wanting.

He looked upon himfelf not fo much a pro-

prietor of the temporal treafure Divine Provi-

dence had blefied him with, as a fleward, and

accountable to the Lord of the univerfe for his

flewardfhip, and therefore his care and endea-

vour was to be found faithful in the difcharge of

the truft committed to him.

That love of money, which the apoftle declares

to be the root of all evil, being the foundation

of uncharitablenefs, he looked upon with fuch

averfion, that he publifned a treatife under the

title of The enormous Sin of Covetoufnefs dctecled,

informing the reader in the preface, that /'/ was

not ambition to appear in print that incited him to

that undertaking, but afincere and juft abhorrence

of that crying fin.

And as he was exemplary in mewing mercy

to the poor, and in helping and relieving the

weak and afflicled, fo he was equally confpicu-

ous
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chap, ous for his punctuality and uprightnefs in com-
XVI - merce, doing juftice to all, fulfilling his con-

tracts, and paying his juft debts in due time,

and doing to all men as he would wifh others

to do to him. He was clearly fhewn what he
mould do, and acted in obedience to the divine

difcovery, to do jujily, love mercy, and zvalk

humbly before God.

The year before his death he wrote to his

children a concife but comprehenfive paper or

epiflle of chriftian counfel, which might remain
as a teftimony of his paternal regard and affec-

tionate concern for them when he mould be no
more, viz.

" The 7th 2
mo

. 1709.
" You, my children all, I charge you love

God above all ; love one another, live in

peace one with another ; avoid all appearances

of difcord ; remember you are brethren ; fee

that you fall not out by the way in your
travel and pilgrimage. Seek not a reft here,

but pafs on to that city of reft which God
hath prepared for his people. Be exemplary
in your lives and conversations ; keep truth

and it will keep you, and give you an inhe-

ritance with the faints in light. Be watchful

over one another for good, and as much as

in you lies live peaceably with all men. And
the God of peace blefs you and profper you,

and make you a comfort to yourfelves, and
one to another, which is the earned prayer

and cry of my foul to God.

" Your loving father,

•« WILLIAM CROUCH."

He,
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He, like moft of the reft of his brethren, chap.
was repeatedly a furTerer both in his perfon and xvi.

property. He was once cited to appear at
Lj_v^J

Chrift Church (fo called) to anfwer the prefent- Hij J^.
ments of the church wardens, and for not ap- ing*.

pearing he underftood he was excommunicated,

but they proceeded againft him no further.

But not long after, in the year 1661, he was

chofen fcavenger of Broad-ftreet ward, and for

declining to take the oath of office was com-
mitted to the Poultry compter ; and for re-

fufing to pay fees and what they call garnim

money, he was (hut up in a hole among the

common poor prisoners, where he had no
lodging, and but very little room to walk, when
the priloners were locked up at night. Some-
time after he obtained his difcharge by an ap-

plication to John Frederick, mayor of the

city.

In about three months after he was arrefled

at ihe fuit of the pariih called St. Bennet

link, as he was informed, for tithes or

wages for the pried Samuel Clark, and was

again committed to the Poultry compter, where

he was continued in confinement about one

year and three quarters ; but through favour of

the jailer he got liberty fometime to go home
to iuperintend his bulinefs.

In the year 1665, during the time of the

plague, the perfecution, as hath been cbierved,

did not ceafe *, but the jails in and about the

city of London continued to be crowded with

frefh prifoners, infected as they were, ?Jid

amongft others it fell to the lot of this friend

ty

» See vol. ii, p. 140.
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ii a p. to be imprifoned. He was at Peel meeting on
xvi. the third day of the week, where about the

v-^v">^-/ number of fixteen were afiembled ; for, what
*7 l °- through the number confined by the ficknefs

and in priibn, the meetings were frequently

fmall ; for thefe reafons only, and no declen-

fion in the zeal of friends, who continued to

attend them diligently through all the attendant

circumftances of difcouragement. At this time,

while a friend was on his knees at prayer, a

company of trained bands came in, haled the

friend from his pofture in prayer, took the

whole body aflembled to the guard-houfe near

Whitehall, where they were kept all night

;

next morning, refufing to pay 40s. each, arbi-

trarily demanded of them, as the price of their

liberty, they were committed by the Duke of

Albemarle to the Gate-houfe, Weftminfter, for

three months, by the following warrant

:

" You are on fight hereof to take into your
" cuflody Solomon Eccles, Robert Towerland,
" Thomas Portland, John Bolfover, Humble
" Fletcher, William Crouch, John Pierce and
u Chriflopher Cooke, who are guilty of being
" at an unlawful meeting, and refufing to pay
" their fines. Given under my hand this 23d
" day of Auguft 1665.

" To the keeper of the

" Gate-houfe or his

" deputy.

" Albemarle.

" The officer of the guards is to fend a fer

" jeant and four files with them.

Thus
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Thus were reputable citizens fent to prifon chap.
by military authority, under a military guard, xvi.

like vile criminals, and confined in an infected

prifon, in which, as they were informed, the

prifoners were dying of the contagion, four or

five in a night. One of thefe friends, viz.

Robert Towerland, was taken off; the reft,

through the favour of Divine Providence,

efcaped.

Thefe appear to have been the laft friends

imprifoned on the act for banifhment in the

city of London.
It hath been before remarked, that although

fufferings on other accounts fometimes fubfided,

yet thofe for tithes and prieft's wages were

very rarely, if ever, intermitted. This friend

had his dw%l!ing-houfe burned down in the ge-

neral conflagration, and during the rebuilding,

being as an inmate, he was not liable to thefe

demands. But after the city was rebuilt, he

feated himfelf in Grace Church-ftreet, where he

was foon called upon for three quarters of a

year's wages for John Cliff, called rector of

St. Bennet, Grace Church, London, and for a

demand of ll. 19s. had three pieces of white

ferge taken from him worth 3I. 10s. Some-
time after he received 15s. $d. fealed up in a

paper, with an account, debiting him with the

unreafonable fum of 15s. yd. for charges of dif-

training. When he opened the paper, and

found what it contained, he returned the ac-

count and money to the prieft, faying in a let-

ter to him, " I receive not aught from thee,

" nor do I want any thing which thou felleft.

" I never made bargain with thee for aught,
" nor
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chap. iC nor never confented to pay thee any thing,
xvi. " how then canft thou deem me thy debtor."

v*""v~*"'' After the lafY conventicle-aft came in force
l 7 l °' "W\ Crouch was expofed to the depredations of

the informers and convicling jufiices, as ap-

pears by the following warrant : .

" To all condables, headboroughs, church-war-
" dens, tithing-men, overfeers of the poor,
*' bailiffs, and all other his Majefly's officers
44 within the faid city whatfoever :

44 Whereas by the oaths of two credible wit-
44 neffes before ' me, Sir Jonathan Raymond,
** one of his Majefly's juflices of the Peace for
44 the city aforefaid, there was a conventicle or
" unlawful affembly, held the 13th day of this
44 inflant June, in a certain meeting, in White-

hart-court by Grace Church-itreet, in the

aforefaid city, in the forenoon, wherein were

a company of perfons, all above the age of

fixteen years, and fu'ojects of this realm, to

" the number of above fixteen more than thofe
44 of the family or houfehold, contrary to the
ei

ac~l of parliament in that cafe made and pro-
" vided, amongfl whom was William Crouch,
44 upholderer, in Grace Church-flreet in the
44 aforefaid city. In which convencicle or un-
4; lawful affembly, to thefe deponents was a
44 perfon unknown, who did take upon him
44 to teach and preach under colour or pretence
44 of exercife of religion, in other manner and
44 form than according to the liturgy and prac-
44 tice of the church of England, whereby the
44 penaky of sol. was forfeited by the preacher
44 or teacher aj aforefaid ; who being unknownD

44
as
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as aforefaid, the penalty by him forfeited CHAP,
ought of confequence to be levied on any XVI «

one perfon for any one offence, for which ^^^J

caufe I have impofed the fine of ten pounds
l 7 10 -

for his own offence, and part of the preach-

er's offence.

" Thefe are therefore in his Majefty's name,
and by virtue of the faid aft, to command
you or fome of you to levy the faid fum of

iol. by way of diftreis and fale of the faid

offender's goods abovementioned ; and if you
are refufed entrance into the houfe or houfes

in poffellion of the faid William Crouch, af-

ter you have declared your bufinefs in his

Majefty's name, you are hereby required to

break open all and every the doors, barrica-

does, &c. belonging to any houfe or houfes

as aforefaid, and to enter and levy the full

contents of what you can find towards all

and every the warrants that you fhall be

charged with, during the time you (hall be

in poffeffion of fuch premifes in purfyance of

the faid flatute, and that you return the

fame to me, to be difhibuted according to

the faid ad ; and for fo doing this fliall be

your warrant. Given under my hand and
leal this 23d day of June, Anno Regni Ca-

roli fecundi 35. Annoq. Domini 1683."

Another warrant of the like tenour, bearing

date the 2 iff of April 1684, was iffued agaihft

him by Thomas jenner, Recorder of London,
to levy ten pounds off' his goods by way of dif-

treis for the like caufe, upon conviction execu-

tion iffued, without hearing the party informed

againff. The law we have feen allowed an ap-

peal,
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c h a p. peal, but fuch was the management of many
svi. juftices, and fuch the temper of the time, that

*-—v—-' little right could be procured by appealing.
, 7 I °- Jenner in particular was a notorious encoU-

rager of the informers. In his hands the dif-

trefs or amount was depofited, and the money
upon appeals ; and being alio the fole judge

w. Crouch, upon thefe appeals, upon trial of illegal con-

victions, he manifefted himfelf a party againft

the appellant, and inftead of fitting to do righr

and juilice, as he ought by his duty and his

oath, he would employ every effort of chica-

nery to baffle the appeal. In this inftance, the

informers having fworn to a wrong day, the

party aggrieved depofited the money charged

upon him, and entered his appeal. When it

came to a trial with others of the like nature,

the witneifes being examined, and the jury

gone forth to agree upon their verdict, Jenner

alfo left the bench, and in fome fmall time re-

turned. The jury coming in with their ver-

dicts, this appellant found they had dropped

his caufe, which was then called over again, in

order to a new trial, upon which his counfel

advifed him to withdraw his appeal, for, faid

he, they are refolved to carry it ; fo he fuffered

the lofs of the depolit, and all charges.

Upon this tranfaction the mfferer makes this

obfervation, " I have been the more particular

" in this relation oi fact, that the reader may
" take notice of the combinations of wicked
" men, who joined hand in hand to fecure to

" themfelves the gain of oppreffion ; and ac-

" cording to Ifa. li:c. 13, 14, 15, Conceiving

" and uttering from the heart words offalsehood :

" judgmnj is turned backward, and equity can-

" not
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" not enter : Jujiice Jiandeth afar off, and truth chap.
" is fallen in the Jlreets ; and he that departeth xvi.
" from evil maketh himfelf a prey, and the Lord <-—v—»
" faw it, and it difpleafed him that there was l 7 l °-

" no judgment.*'

I own I have often been ready to admire how
this perfecuted body of men ever ftruggled

through all the hardfhips and loffes, in perfon

and eftate, they fuftained for fuch a length of

time, under the hands of unreafonable men
vefted with arbitrary power, that the whole of

their fubftance particularly was not fwallowed

up by the fpoilers : And how can it be ac-

counted for better than they themfelves with

thankfulnefs have done ; acknowledging the

goodnefs of the Divine Being with them in all

their fufferings, and his blefling greatly profper-

ing the labour of their hands in their outward

occupations and their commercial engagements;

favoured with his peace in reward for their pa-

tience and fidelity, hardmips were made eafy to

them; and his providential hand attending their

induflrv and frugality, compenfated all their

loffes, fo that with many they were foon made
up ; and it appears certain that great numbers
were, notwithflanding all they loft, blell with

a fufficiency of the things of this life to con-

tent for their own ufe, and to fpare abundantly

for the help of others, of which number this

worthy man was one ; while at the fame time

their fpoilers reaped little advantage from their

plunder ; it wafted away ftrangely, as if to them
it 'were an accurfed thing. They lived, many
of them, in infamy, and died in poverty and
wretchednefs.

As
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As he advanced in years he became infirm*-

being, feverely afflicted with fits of the flone for

about two years before his death, which he bore

with much patience, meekly fubmitting to the

divine will, without murmuring or complaining-

in the lead.

About nine months before his own departure,

and at a time when his diftemper was fharp

upon him, he met with an additional fevere af-

fliction in the removal of his wife, a woman of

fingular piety and virtue, with whom he had
lived fifty years and upwards in much comfort,

being united in the fear of their Creator, and
fincere affection to each other. The lofs of a

relation fo well and fo defervedly beloved, of

whom he gave this teftimony, that /he would

deny herfelf to a very great degree to ferve hi?n,

beyond what he could afk cr expeel from her,

could not but make a deep impreliion upon him ;

but fuch was his refignation to the will of his

Heavenly Father, that he pofteiTed his foul in

patience, acknowledging with Job, " that the
" Lord gave, and the Lord, hath taken away,
" blevted be the name of the Lord."

And as the time of his own dhTolution ap-v

proached, being, through divine mercy, well

prepared for it, and patiently waiting for the

accomplishment thereof, he oken admired the

goodnefs of God to him, in. inclining his mind
to feek after righteouinefs from, his youth, and

in preferving him through, the.whole courfe of

his life to old. age. He .often- rehired in prayer;

and when he law his children-; in affliction for

him,, he exhorted them not fo dcj'ire his life, for

he was through age and wcaknefs incapable <f
being
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being Serviceable according to his defire ; and that CHAP.
he bad done his day's work in his day. xvi.

The day before he died, a friend who had ^^^J

paid him feveral vifits in his ficknefs, went to
l l l °'

fee him, and fitting fometime with him, was
influenced to piay on his behalf, and they were

greatly comforted together. William expreffed

his great fatisfaction in that vifit, and faid he

bad nothing to do but to die, and was waitingfor
the time when it Jhould pleafe God to call him

cut of this inferable world, and take him to bis

eternal reft.

The night following he took his folemn leave

of his children, who were then prefent, telling

them, He now thought he had but little time,

and the time which he fo greatly defired and
waited for was near at hand, in which he re-

joiced, praying that his change might be made
eafy, that fo his patience might hold out to the

end ; and his requeft was mercifully granted

him.

Thus in a good old age he terminated a well-

fpent life, at the age of eighty-two, the 13th

of the nth month, 171c.

Mark the pcrfecl man, and behold the upright,

for the end of that man is peace. Pfal. xxxvii.

37-

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVII.

Bill again/} occajional Conformity.—Friends at Fre-

derickfladt under Sufferings by War.—Addrefs

upon the Condufwn of Peace.—The Magijlrates

of Aberdeen make a By-law to disfranchife

Quakers.—r-Order of Privy Council thereupon.—
Ac! aga'mji the Growth of Schifm.—Reprefenta-

tion of the People called Quakers againft it.—
The Bill paffed.—Rendered ineffectual by the

S£ueen*s Death.

XVII.

171 i.

chap. A HE temper of the people and of the new
parliament feemed to prefent a favourable op-

portunity again to introduce the bill againft

occafional conformity, which after repeated in-

effectual attempts was palled this year, wherein

it is enacted, " That if any perfon in office,

" who by the laws are obliged to qualify them-
" felves by taking the facraments, fhall ever
<fc refort to a meeting of Diiienters during the

" time of their continuing in office, they (hall

tc forfeit twenty pounds for every fuch offence,

" and be difqualified for any office for the fu-

" ture, till they have made oath that they have
" entirely conformed to the church, and have
" not been at any conventicle for the fpace of
" a whole year." Upon this aft, John Penry,

a juftice of peace of Aidberough in the county

of Suffolk, was profecuted by one Wall, a bailiff

of the place. The cafe was this : the laid

juftice going to the parifh church, understood

by
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by the way, that there would be no fervice there chap.
that day, and hearing that there was a meeting xvn.

of the people called Quakers he went to it.
v"~v

'.

Wall being informed thereof, and apprehending -*
l *

the juftice had tranfgreffed the law, and expect-

ing to make fome gain of the information, com-
menced a fuit in the name of one that lived

upon alms ; but when it came to be tried the

man was difappointed. Baron Lovel, the judge,

expounded the meaning of the aft, " that it

" did not affect thofe who accidentally went into

" a meeting of Diffenters, but luch as con-
" formed to the church to qualify themfelves
" for an office without changing their religion.

"

But this was a different cafe, as the pried of

the parim gave a certificate that the faid juftice

was a good member of the church. Upon the

prefent apparent circumftances the profecution

was dropped for fear of being condemned in

coils, if a verdift fhould be brought in.

An occurrence in this year evidenceth the

univerfal fympathy and brotherly kindnefs of

the members of this fociety with and towards

each other wherever fituated, and the calamitous

diftreffes brought upon innocent people by the

irrational ambition of princes, in fpreading the

defolation of war for the i'ole purpofe of gratify-

ing their luft of power.

Some of the inhabitants of Frederickftadt in 1692.

Holftein having been convinced of the principles
p
ri

j
nA
-L

t

of the people called Quakers, and continued in fhdt under

that community, had a pretty large meeting
["ffo„"f tj£

in that town. The Swedes having broken into war.

Holftein were cloiely followed by the Mufcovites

and Danes ; Frederickfladt was full of Ruffian

Vol. IV. H foldiers
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chap, foldiers quartered upon the inhabitants, who
xvii. being greatly diftreffed thereby, the meeting for

*—-v—-' fufferings in London, feeling for their brethren
17 1 ** here under their diftreffing trials, had written to

friends of Holland and Germany to vifit them,

and inform the faid meeting of their circum-

flances, in order that the requifite relief might

be adminiftered, and received a narrative of

their fufferings in two letters from Jacob Hagen
of Hamburgh, and alfo another from friends of

Frederickftadt, copies of which are here inferted,

as follow

:

" Hamburgh, 24th of 12 th monthj 171 2.

" Here follows a mort relation of my journey
" to Frederickftadt.

" The Czar is there with his generals, and
about 4000 men are quartered upon the inha-

bitants of the place, from ten, twenty to thirty

men in a family, and one or two officers,

and fome lefs; they quarter themfelves as

they pleafe, ufe great infolence, and are alfo a

great burthen to the inhabitants, hardly toler-

able, in the charge of maintaining them with

provifions, <kc. which are very dear, one
pound of butter 10s. and 12s. to 14s. and

hardly to be had, twenty eggs 20s. to 24s.

and no firing to be had for money, which
caufeth great uneafinefs ; the city fo dirty

that there is hardly any paffing the flreets

without boats : the horfes are kept in the

lower rooms of the houfe, and above flairs

it is full of people and their baggage. Lafl
" firft
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" firft day the Czar acquainted our friends he q h a p
" was defirous to come to their meeting, but Xvn.
" they replied, the meeting-houfe was taken v^-v-^/
" up with about twenty or thirty foldiers, who 1712.

** had made it like a liable ; we defired that it

" might be evacuated, then we might keep our
" meeting, fo he immediately gave orders for
li them to go out, and he came in the after-
<: noon with about fix or feven of his princes
" and generals, and fat with us Mill, and it

" feemed with much patience ; Philip De Neer
<c had a few words, and he ftaid with us about
" an hour, to the admiration of many. So this

" is a fliort relation concerning Frederick-
" ftadt.

" The country people are moftly ruined and
" deftitute, houfes and land deftroyed, horfes
" and cattle taken away ; the miferable ftate

" is hardly to be written as it is in reality.

" The war is likely to be continued longer
" than was expected now the Swedes have
" entered the city of Toningen, but the King of
" Denmark hath feized the whole dukedom
« befides."

" Hamburgh, 7
th of 1" month, 1712.

" The war in Holftein is yet continued, to

the great oppreflion of the inhabitants both
in country and cities, efpecially by the Muf-
covites, who are extremely cruel and turbu-

lent ; and what adds thereto, is their being
of different languages, which makes their

converfation very troublefome ; they ufe great

H 2 " exaction
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exaction on the country people, many of

whom have been fo mifufed, even fome of

my acquaintance, that with wife and children

they have left their habitations, having no-

thing left ; and the longer the Swedes con-

tinue in Toningen, the worfe it will be for

the country and inhabitants. They demand
of Frederickftadt a contribution of 30,000
rix dollars, now they are fallen to 20,000

;

but neither the firft, nor yet the lad is pof-

fible to be complied with. Prince Menzikoff
hath allowed him for his table 1 00 per day

;

it is but a fmall place, and the inhabitants have

3 or 4000 men quartered upon them, fo it yet

feems total ruin muff, be the confequence, if no
hidden alteration happen,which is to be defired.

Mofl of the horfes and cattle are ruined or

driven away, and it is impollible to defcribe

the miferable (late and fore vifitation, which

is over thofe places. As to friends in gene-

ral, I mentioned in mine of the 24th pail of

my having been there ; they are flill pretty

well ; fome have more quartered upon them
than others, but now in this time of conti-

nuance every one will find his full fhare of

the burthen. It was not unferviceable to

them, that it came in the Czar's mind to go
to meeting as he did, for fince that time the

meeting-houfe is kept free, which before was

full of Mufcovites ; and the Czar, as well as

fome of his officers, have received of friends

books, that is, Robert Barclay's Catechifm

and another treatife, fo that fome begin now
to enquire after the Apology, which I have

this day fent for from Holland. Friends, as

« well
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" well as other inhabitants, have their full free- chap.
" dom, and the Mufcovites make no difference, xvn.
" if they get their bellies full, where they 'are v—v"^
<c

quartered. And as concerning your ardour W 2 -

" in being helpful and affifting to friends, I

" (hall endeavour the fame further, as I have
" already done, in confideration of the great

need there was and is, and fhall defire my
brother to inform me, wherein I can be

mod ferviceable to them, and advife you what
paffeth, fo conclude with my dear love and
fahitation to you and friends in geaeral.

" I remain,

« JACOB HAGEN."

A Letter from Friends at Frederickftcdr.

:t To the Friends, Fathers and Elders at London.

" Dear Friends,

" We received your letter dated 26th of 12"'

:i month, Englifh ftile, wrhich was read in our
:c public meeting the 26th, our ftile, and we are
:c rejoiced to find your continued love and care
u for the honour of God, and our welfare in

" the Lord, in this time of deep exerciie over
" this poor country and to us, which yet eori-

" tinueth, for few people account any thing
" they have their own, being difpoffeffed of ho ale

" and land, many houfes and dwellings in the

" country
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chap." country being laid in ruins, and the country-

xvn. " man is forced to part with his horfes and
Vkrf-v""J " cattle, and the land lieth unplowed in many

1 7 12 - " places. By the great number of foldiers that
" are here (according to human profpects) there
"

is like to follow nothing but utter ruin and
" poverty, except the Lord by his omnipotency
" make way for us, whofe hand is not fhortened
" nor power bounded. As to us the Lord hath
" been very gracious unto this very day, giving
" us a heart of refignadon, and our daily bread
" he hath not withdrawn ; alfo rendering unto
" us his heavenly mercies daily, bleffed be his

" holy name. In what manner the Lord pleafed
" to work for the delivering of our meeting-
tc houfe from the foldiers who had porfefled the

" fame, we hope you have had account before
" this time, viz. that he inclined the heart of
" the great Czar to come to our meeting in
c< perfon, who immediately ordered the meet-
*' ing-houfe to be evacuated by the foldiers,

" which wras done accordingly, and we had a

" good comfortable meeting with him, and feve-

" ral of his princes and great men of his retinue,
ce whereof an account is given to the friends of
4 Holland ; and our friend Jacob Hagen was

here at the fame time an eye-witnefs with us,

and we enjoy our meeting peaceably to this

day, and friends continue agreeably to meet

together therein as much as this time of ex-

ercife will fuffer us. We dearly falute you
" in a feeling fenfe of that brotherly union in

" the everlafling truth of our God, according to

*' our ineafures ; remember us in your prayers
" to God, and it will be very acceptable to

" receive
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" receive another letter from you. We remain CHAP.
" your tender friends and brethren, xvn.

" Philip Deneer. J 7 r 3-

" Jeronimus Hagen.

" Razant Cloisum.

" Jan Van Kemp.

" Michael Wittenberg, <kc.

" Frederickftadt, 1 ith of 4
th month,

" 1713, new (tile."

The war which had been carried on by Eng- Treaty of

land, in conjunction with the Emperor and the P61" con-

Dutch againft France, ever fince the beginning Utrecht,

of the Queen's reign, was terminated this year.

On the 13th of 3
d month, O. S. commonly called

May, a treaty of peace between England, France

and Holland,, was figned at Utrecht. The par-

liament being convened, the Queen in her fpeech

informed them, that fhe had now concluded a

peace, had obtained a further fecurity for the

proteftant fucceffion, and was in an entire union
with the houfe of Hanover. Addrefles of con-

gratulation being procured and fent up from all

or mofl parts of the nation, the people called

Quakers, whofe principles led them on all occa-

fions to rejoice and approve the eftablifhment

of peace, on the prefent occafion prefented the

following addrefs to the Queen

:

" To
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" To Anne, Queen of Great Britain, &c.

The humble addrefs of her Proteftant DhTent-

1713. •" ing fubjects, called Quakers, met at our
" annual meeting in London, the 3d day of
" the 4

th month, called June, 17 13.

" May it pleafe the Queen,

Addrefs of
c< We having been forrowfully affected at the

the Quakers" calamity which war brought on Europe, can-
reupon,

ct not ^^ exprefs our fatisfaction and gladnefs for

" the Queen's great care and chriftian concern
" for eftabliihing fo long defired a peace.

" We are alfo under a dutiful fenfe of the

" Queen's gracious government and compaflion
" manifefted towards tender confciences at home,
" as well as her Chriftian interpofition in favour
" of perfecuted Proteftants abroad.

" And farther crave leave to allure the Queen,
" that we fhail, as in duty bound, approve our-
'' felves in all humility and faithlulnefs the

Queen's obedient fubje&s ; and though but a

fmall part of thofe that enjoy, under thy mild

government, protection in religious and civil

liberty, we cannot but earneflly pray for and
def.re the quiet and fafety of our councry,

Ci which evidendv appears to be the Queen's care

" to eftablifh, in having done fo much for fe-

" curing the Proteflant intereft and maintaining
" perfect friendfnip with the Houfe of Hanover.

tC That it may pleafe Almighty God in his

" mercy and goodnefs to ailift with his wifdom
" the Queen in all her councils, and give her
" long to enjoy the quiet fruit of Lifting peace
*' in this life, and in that which is to come joy

" and peace everlafting, is our hearty and ier-

** vent prayer."

Thomag

a.
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Thomas Ellwood of Hungerhjll, near Ag-CHAP.
mondefham in Buckinghamfhire, in the courie xvn.

of this year clofed a life, which had been very t—-v—

'

much devoted to the attainment of religious '7'3-

experience, and alfo to the fervice of religious

fociety, both in the county of his refidence and

in the community at large. He was born at

Crowcll near Thame in Oxfordlhire in the year

1639. His father, Walter Ellwood, was origi-

nally poilefled of a competent real eftate, and

an equivalent perfonal property, which he in-

herited in right of his mother.

Favouring the parliamentary caufe, though

not openly efpoufmg it in arms, he thought

himfelf too infecure in the place of his then

refidence, as the King's garrifons were in pof-

feinon of that quarter ; he therefore removed
with his family to London, where the parlia-

ment had the predominancy, as a place of lafety ;

Thomas was then about two years of age,

and continued in London till after the furrender

of Oxford, when the war being apparently at

an end he returned to his eftate at Crowell, by
which time the expenfe of living in London had
well nigh exhaufted what money he was pof-

feffed of.

After the family's return to the country,

Thomas was fent with his elder brother to the

free-fchool at Thame, (a fchool at that time in

reputation) where he made a fpeedy proficiency,

having a natural propenfity to learning ; and if

he had been continued there, and had been
advanced to higher ftudies as his genius fhould

expand, he would in all probability have made
an excellent fcholarj but upon the fettiement

of



io<5 HISTORYofthe
c H A P. of the republican government his father ac-
xvn. cepted the office of a juftice of peace, and put
v~~v himfelf into a manner of living comporting with
*« *'

the dignity of his office, at the fame time re-

moving his elder fon from fchool to Merton
college in Oxford, and entering him there in

the highefl and moft chargeable rank of a fel-

low commoner, he found himfelf obliged to

retrench his expenfes in fome other cafes. One
article of retrenchment was very unfavourable

to Thomas's progrefs in literature ; for he was
brought home to fave the charge of maintaining

him at fchool, and no proper mode of profe-

cuting his ftudies provided for him : He had
made a confiderable progrefs in Latin, and was
entered into the fiudy of the Greek language

;

but this curtailing of the expenfe of his educa-

tion was nearly a throwing away of the expenfe

already incurred therein ; for being neglected

in this bufmefs of importance at home, and

left too much to himfelf to employ himfelf in

ftudy or amufement, in books or in pleafure at

his option, the propenfity of youth carried him
with avidity after the latter, fuch as the place

afforded, and his circumflances could reach,

which drew off his attention from his books, till

they were laid afide ; he now loft all he had

learned at fchool to that degree that he could

hardly read, much lefs underitand a fentence in

Latin.

lie now took his fwing in vain courfes, (as

himfelf expreffes) fuch, however only, as were

accounted harmlefs recreations, entertaining his

companions and acquaintance with jocularity

and diverting difcourfes j but he always affo-

ciated
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dated with perfons of ingenuity, temperance chap.
and fobriety : fcurrility in converfation he con- xvn.

fidered as contemptible, and he had a natural '^^v-v^

averfion to immoderate drinking, by which l 7 l $-

means, in the time of his greateit vanity, he

was preferved from profanenefs and grofs im-

moralities : his reputation was unfpotted in the

eye of the world, and being naturally of a fa-

cetious, cheerful and liberal turn of mind, of a

genteel behaviour and addrefs, his company was
engaging and acceptable to his equals and fu-

periors in rank, opening him an eafy accefs to

perfons of the befl note in that country. Lord
Wenman in particular, to whofe lady his mother
was nearly related, who had bellowed his own
name upon him, when he made large promifes

for him at the font, always received him as a

welcome vifitant at his table ; and he had reafon

to expect fome preferment in the world through

the friendfhip of this lord, as foon as he mould
be capable of it, had he not mortly after been

called to a higher fervice, and thereby loft the

favour of all his friends, relations and acquaint-

ance of this world. During the refidence of

his father and the family in London, he had
contracted an acquaintance with the lady Sprin-

gett, widow of Sir William Springett, who was
afterwards married to Ifaac Penington : In order

to keep up the acquaintance, he continued occa-

fional vifits to them in their places of refidence

in the country, particularly when he heard of

their removal to refide at their own eftate at

Chalfont in Buckinghamihire.

Some time after lfaac Penington and his wife

had joined in communion with the people called

Quakers,
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chap. Quakers, and when this people was become the

xvn. fubject of much converfation, Thomas Ellwood's
*-""*—

' father being defirous to inform himfelf of their
I 7'3- principles, determined on a vifit to Chalfont,

and took his fon and two daughters wiih him

;

they met with a kind reception, and fpent fome
days there, and during their flay a meeting be-

ing appointed about a mile difiant, they were
invited to go to it, and readily complied.

To this meeting came Edward Burrough,
James Naylor'and others; but Edward Bur-
rough only preached in that meeting, near to

whom Thomas ElKvood fat, who was deeply

affected with his doctrine, for it did not only

clearly convince his underftanding, but warmed
his heart with animated feelings, fucli as he had
never before experienced from the miniftry of

any man.
The next clay they returned home #

; at their

departure Edward Burrough accompanying them
to the gate, directed his fpeech to them feverally

in a few words, according to the fenfe he had

of their feveral conditions ; of which this dif-

cerning young man appeared to have a clear

comprehenfion. After they were gone off and the

family returned into the houfe, Edward being afk-

ed what he thought of them, he anfwered to this

etiecl : As for the old man he is fettled on his lees,

and the young woman is light and airy ; but the

ysttng man is reached, and may do well if he do not

lofe it.

The impremon made on his mind by Edward
Burrough's public teftimony and private addrefs

was

* Except the elded daughter, who was gone before by the

ilage coach to London.
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was too deep to be readily erafed. In his re- C H A P.

turn home his mind was greatly affecled with xvii*

ferious thoughtfulnefs and fadnefs of heart, al- ^-v*-'

though as yet he could not diftin&ly underftand
I7 '^'

the caufe : However, he felt a defire to go to

another meeting of the Quakers, and upon en-

quiry hearing of one appointed at High Wy-
comb, he went thither. It was held in the houle

of John Raunce, and they had not been long

fat in the meeting before a perfon, to him at

that time unknown, but afterwards his intimate

friend, Samuel Thornton, flood up to fpeak. His

difcourfe was fuitably adapted to Ihomas's (late,

and reached home as if it had been directed to

him.

This meeting he efteemed like the clinching

of a nail, confirming and fattening in his mind
thofe good impreflions, which it had received in

the former. His understanding began to open,

and the light, mining out of darknefs in fome
meafure, difcovered what it was that had before

clouded him, and brought that fadnefs and trou-

ble upon him ; that although he had been pre-

ferved in a good degree from open immoralities,

and the grofs pollutions of the world, yet the

fpirit of the world had hitherto ruled in him,
and led him into pride, vanity, flattery and fu-

perfluity, all which were naught. He found
there were many plants growing in him, which
were not of the heavenly father's planting, and
that all thefe (of every kind, and how fpecibus

foever) were to be plucked up.

To trace the various conflicts he endured, and
the gradations whereby he advanced in the expe-

rience of that regeneration, without which Chrift

declared
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chap declared to Nicodemus, " no man (hall fee the

xvii. " kingdom of heaven," would lead me into an
<-"v""° unneceifary prolixity, after fimilar accounts of

l 7 l 3- the converfion of divers others, previoufly given

in this work. In proportion to his ready obe-

dience to the divine will, mahifefted by the light

in his own mind, he was favoured with the con-

folation of inward peace ; but from without, his

trials were fevere and of conliderable dura-

tion.

For a feafon after his convincement, and after

his declining the cuftomary modes of falutation

and addrefs (which he had been before in the

pra&ice of) to his alfociates and others, the vail

was not fo rent, but that there ftill remained a

cloud on his underilanding with refpecl: to his

demeanour towards his father, being willing to

perfuade himfelf that he ought to put that dif-

ference between him and all others, as to de-

port himfelf towards him, both in gefture and
language, as he had hitherto done. So that his

father obferving no alteration in his carriage to-

wards himfelf, found as yet no occafion to take

offence at it.

But it was not long before he faw more clearly

that the honour due to parents did not confilt in

uncovering the head, and bowing the body to

them ; but in a ready obedience to all their law-

ful commands, and in performing all needful

fervices unto them ; under this conviction he be-

lieved it his duty to behave to his father in this

refpecl:, as he, from confcientious conviction,

had been perfuaded it was right to behave to.

other people.

His
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His father was in no wife pleafed at the firft chap.

apprehenfion he conceived of his fon's inclining xvn.

toward this people; but when he was convinced, v-

—

*—

'

by his (landing covered before him, that he was * 7 '
3-

really become one of them, he was tranfported

by pamon to that degree, that he fell upon him
with both his hands, and after beating him vio-

lently, plucked oft' his hat and threw it away.

The like occafions drew upon him a repetition

of the like treatment ieveral times over, till all

his hats, one by one, were taken from him

;

and he was thereby, and by his father's com-
mand, obliged to fubmit to a kind of imprifon-

ment in his own chamber during a cold winter,

and having no hat to wear within or without

he contracted a violent cold in his head ; which
kept him in great pain a confiderable time.

After fome time of this fevere treatment, and
clofe confinement, his kind friends Ifaac and
Mary Penington returned his father's vifit, prin-

cipally with a view to fee how he fared. They
had much difcourfe with his father in relation to

their religious principles, and clofe reafoning in

regard to his hard treatment of his fon, for

which he was quite at a lofs to apologize. In

conclufion Mary Penington propofed to his fa-

ther, that fince his fon's demeanour was offen-

five, and his company unacceptable to him, he
would give him leave to go home with them,

and fpend fome time at their houfe, where he
mould meet with a fincere welcome.

Although his father was unwilling to comply,
and fought many evafions, yet me prevailed upon
him at length to leave Thomas at his liberty,

whereby he was releafed from a pretty long im-

prifonment
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chap, prifonment at home ; and going with his friends,

xvii. he had with them the full enjoyment of that li-

^^^^kJ berty he mod defired, the liberty of attending
l7I3« the meetings of his friends, both at the place of

his prefent refidence, and other places in that

neighbourhood.

After fome weeks flay with them, where he

was treated with the greatest kindnefs, he re-

turned home, where, although his father did not

proceed to the extremity of aflauking him with

blows, as he had done before, yet he kept him
at a great diflance, and through the offence he
took at his appearing covered before him, would
not admit him to his table, and as feldom as

pollible to his prefence. By the interpofition

however of his fillers, he now enjoyed more
quiet, and took more liberty to go to meetings

than he had done before ; he informed himfelf of

the meetings held in that neighbourhood, and
many a hard travel he had in all weathers, two,

four or five miles on foot through dirty roads.

But the ardour of the early members of this

fociety for their own fpiritual advantage, and

their progrefs in religious experience, which they

felt to be efpecially promoted in their religious

alTemblieSj as well as their apprehenfion of duty

to worfhip the fupreme Being in that way, which

they thought acceptable to him, enabled them to

encounter and furrnount the attendant difficul-

ties with fortitude and unrelaxed perfeverance,

while they were at liberty to attend them.

But this friend, with many others of his bre-

thren of this age, was frequently deprived of

that liberty by the confinement of his perfon in

prifon. His firft imprifenment was in the year

1660,
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1660, upon the following occafion : He had been chap.
in London, and on his return calling at J. Pen- xvu.

ington's, he met there with Thomas Loe, and *•—~v—

'

from a defire that his neighbours might have an l 7 l 3-

opportunity to hear the gofpel preached livingly

and powerfully among them, he propofed to

Thomas Loe the appointing of a meeting in the

town where he lived ; Thomas, not apprehend-

ing himfelf at his own difpofal, did not imme-
diately clofe in with the propofal, but defired T.

Ellwood, if the matter continued with weight

upon his mind, and he could get a convenient

place, to apprize him thereof by a letter direct-

ed to him at Oxford.

Thomas Ellwood having foon after a profpecl:

of procuring a iuitable place, wrote to Thomas
Loe according to his defire, this being foon af-

ter Venner's infurre&ion, when orders were
hTued for the (lopping and fearching of letters,

his letter was intercepted and carried to Lord
Falkland, Lord Lieutenant of the county; where-

upon he was taken up by a body of troopers and
carried before two of the deputy lieutenants,

who after examination and tendering him the

oath of allegiance, committed him to prifon in

Oxford, but I fuppofe, in regard to his educa-

tion and the ftation of his father, who was their

neighbour, and apparently their equal in rank,

he was not committed to the common prifon
;

but to the cufhody of the marfhal, where his im-

prifonment was eafy ; and not of very long con-

tinuance.

Soon after his releafe from this imprifonment
he was left at full liberty to go to meetings, or

whither he pleafed ; for the time appointed for

Vol. IV. I the
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chap the King's coronation being at hand, his father
XVI1, with his two fitters went up to London on that

occaiion. His fillers were both difpofed of in mar-
T/I

3' riage ; his father alfo took up his refidence in

the city, and returned no more to Crowell to

fettle, fo that Thomas was left in the manfion-

houfe to himfelf, and almoft by himfelf.

He now paid frequent vifits to his affectionate

and hofpitable friends at Chalfont ; and at this

time being fenfible of, and lamenting the lofs of

his learning, he was incited to employ his lei-

fure time, when at home at his folitary man-
fion, in diligent application to recover it;

but finding it a matter of great difficulty to make
the advancement he wifhed, for want of an in-

ftru&or, he had occafionally exprefled his regret

at this difadvantage to his particular friend Ifaac

Penington, who thereupon interefled himfelf in

his favour to procure him the inftruftion he

wanted, and through the mediation of an inti-

mate acquaintance of London, obtained per-

miffion for him to attend upon the famous John
Milton, at his houfe, to read fuch books as he

fhould appoint, and receive his inftru6tions.

Milton who had filled a public ftation under the

former rulers, now lived a private and retired

life in London, and being deprived of his fight,

always kept a perfon to read to him, which was
ufually the fon of fome gentleman of his ac-

quaintance, whom in kindnefs he took to im-

prove in his learning. Thomas, as foon as he

underflood this place was open for him, flatten-

ed to London to put himfelf under his tuition,

and was courteoufly received by him. Having
provided himfelf with books and accommoda-

tions
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tions for his ftudies by his intended matter's di- c h a p.

rections, he fpent his mornings in flu dying in xvn.

his chamber, and in the afternoon attended Mil-
^-""^"^

ton, and read to him, and under his inftruction
l/ 5 "

was making a fpeedy proficiency ; but the air of

London and clofe confinement did not agree

with his conflitution, he loft his health, and in

lefs than two months time was obliged to break

off his ftudies, and return to the country forhis

recovery.

His recovery was not very fudden, but at

length he was mercifully reftored to a good ftate

of health ; and then he returned to profecute his

ftudies in London, and was very kindly received

by his mafter, whofe good opinion and cordial

regard he had conciliated ; and who was much
pleafed with his company and converfation, and
exprefled his fatisfaclion at his recovery and re-

turn ; with him Thomas went on in his former

method of ftudy.

But he foon met with another interruption,

which put the finilhing ftroke to his ftudies there.

In the year 1662, as well as the preceding year,

a violent perfecution was carried on againft the

diflenters, which (as hath been (hewn) fell moft

heavily on the people called Quakers : Their

meetings were broken up, and the prifons croud-

ed with prifoners of this fociety. On the 26th

of the 8
mo

. Thomas Ellwood went to the meeting
at Bull and Mouth, which was fuddenly difturb-

ed by a party of foldiers or trained bands, com-
manded by one Major Rofewell, an apothecary,

a reputed papift. The foldiers made their en-

trance, as ufual, with noife and clamour ; and fur-

ther to terrify the aifembly, Rofewell command-
I 2 ed
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chap- ed his men to prefent their mufkets : But the af-

xvii. fembly kept their places unmoved. The major
^-^v—' commanded them to difperfe ; but being met,

J 7 I 3- from a perfuafion of duty to worfhip God ac-

cording to his requirings, they thought, with

the apoftles, they ought to obey him rather than

man, and therefore ftirred not at the command
of Rofewell ; obferving this, Rofewell ordered

his foldiers to drag them out, which they did

roughly enough. He took above thirty of them,

of which number Thomas Ellwood was one, and
committed them to prifon in old Bridewell, which
having been formerly a palace, was no incom-

modious prifon.

This was fome time before difcipline was
fettled in the fociety

;
yet an excellent order had

been eftablifhed among friends of that city, in

appointing fuitable members of the community,
male and female, to take the overfight of the pri-

fons in every quarter, and to take care of all

friends, the poor efpecially, that might be com-
mitted to any of them.

The prifon of Bridewell was under the care

of two grave, difcreet, motherly women, Anne
Merrick and Anne Travers, both widows, who
as foon as they underflood that there were friends

committed to that prifon, provided fome hot

victuals, meat and broth, and ordering their fer-

vants to bring thefe provifions, with bread, cheefe

and beer, came alfo themfelves, and having pla-

ced the provifion on the table, gave notice,

" that it was provided for all fuch as had not
" others to provide for them, or were not able
*' to provide for themfelves," and there wanted

not a competent number of fuch guefls.

Although



PEOPLE called QJJAKERS. 117

Although Thomas Ellwood's flock was very chap.
low, yet having had ten pence in his pocket xvn.

he did not efleem himfelf in the defcription of S~~?~*J

thofe for whom the provifion was made: Re- '"
/I3 -

folving to hufband his fcanty flock with the ut-

mofl frugality, and placing his confidence in

divine providence for future fubfiftence, that

good hand in whom he trufted, awakened the

Sympathy of fome of his particular friends with

him under his prefent trial, by whofe beneficence -

he was fupplied with more than a fufficiency to

fupport himfelf during his imprifonment, and af-

ter his releafe was favoured with the means of

returning them their advance, with grateful ac-

knowledgments of their kindnefs.

After about two months imprifonment, Tho-

mas and his fellow prifoners, were brought to the

feffions at the Old Bailey. The prifoners com-

plained of the illegality of their imprifonment,

(for they were committed and detained by arbi-

trary power, without the intervention of the ci-

vil authority, having never been brought before

a civil magiflrate.) The court paid no regard to

their reafonable complaint; all the fatisfaftion

they received was the following fpeech of the

Recorder, " If you think you have been wrong-
" fully imprifoned, you have your remedy at

" law ; and may take it, if you think it worth

" your while ; the court may fend for any man
" out of the ftreet, and tender him the oath

;

" fo we take no notice how you came hither -

f

" but finding you here, we tender you the oath

" of allegiance, which if you refufe to take, we
" mail commit you, and at length premunire

" you.'* Upon their refufal to take the oath

they
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hap. they were committed to newgate, and thrufr.

XVII> into the common fide, which, as well as the
'

""-^ other parts of the jail, was very full of friends,
1 7

'
3- who were prifoners there before, and the addi-

tion of thefe new prifoners caufed a great throng

on that fide. After fome time they were re-

moved back to Bridewell, their former prifon,

where they were much more comfortably ac-

commodated, till the enfuing feffions at the Old
• Bailey, when being called to the bar they were
without further queftion difcharged.

After his releafe Thomas Eliwood went down
to pay another vifit to Ifaac Penington and his

wife, intending after fpending a few days there to

return to his ftudies in London, but Ifaac Pen-

ington being in want of a tutor for his children,

prevailed on Thomas to flay with him in that

capacity till he could meet with one ; which not

readily happening, and both parties being agreea-

ble to each other, he flayed here till he married,

near feven years.

While he lived here he was imprifoned again

with his friend and patron Ifaac Penington for his

attendance of the funeral of Edward Perrot of

Amerfham, and committed to Aylefbury jail for

one month, on the act of banifhment. b

Not long after he was taken with others from

a meeting at Hedgerly, not far from the place of

his prefent refidence, by the fame juflice Ambrofe
Bennett, who had committed him and others to

Aylefbury jail, and now again committed to the

houfe of correction at Wycomb, for the fecond

offence, upon the act of banimment ; but al-

though this limits the duration of the imprifon-

ment, yet this man, although a lawyer, fo far

forgot

b Vol. II. p. 144.
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forgot himfelf as to order them to be kept until chap.
they mould be delivered by due courfe of law. xvn.

They were detained above twelve weeks ; and ^-v—'

then, the reft being releafed, Morgan Watkins, 17 ' 3 "

a miniftring friend of Wales, who had been tra-

velling in thofe parts, and Thomas Ellwood were

required to find fureties for their appearance at

the next affizes, which refufing, they were re-

committed to the fame prifon. But the Earl of

Ancram interpofmg in their favour, difcharged

them from their imprifonment, upon their pro-

mife to appear at the affizes, which they did, and

were there difcharged by proclamation.

After his marriage, which was in 1669, he

fettled at Hunger-hill ; and although he did not

appear as a minifter amongft his friends, he be-

came a very refpectable and ferviceable mem-
ber, and a well qualified elder of their religious

fociety, being endowed with eminent talents to

be ufeful in Supporting and conducting the fa-

lutary difcipline eftabliihed therein, whether we
confider him as holding the pen of a ready wri-

ter, in the capacity of clerk of the monthly,

quarterly or yearly meeting ; or with refpect to

his intellectual faculties, as a man, by precifion of

judgment, depth of penetration, and clearnefs

of comprehenfion, qualified to fpeak pertinently

to fubje&s under deliberation, and with difcern-

ment to fee the point at which they mould be

rightly iffued ;
yet with becoming modefty he

did not tenacioufly infift on his fentiments being

adopted, but fubmitted them to confederation,

and left them to make their way by the conviction

of their propriety. Condefcending to the weak-

eft, he was not ready to rejed or defpife the fen-

timents
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chap timents of any other, which appeared to be well
xvii. intended however weakly expreffed ; but would

^-^v-^ give them due confederation, and adopt them as
1 7 l 3- far as he thought their weight and pertinence en-

titled them to approbation. The monthly meet-

ing was held at his houfe for the greateft part of

forty years, to which he officiated as clerk, and
took upon him the care to keep the records

thereof in good order.

He was alfo very ferviceable to the caufe of

truth, and of the fociety, by his writings in de-

fence of their principles, and in anfwering and
refuting the calumnies of adverfaries ; as well as

by fundry weighty epiftlcs to his friends for their

edification, and prefervation from danger of

being feduced by guile from the way of righ-

teoufnefs and peace.

He wrote in a very agreeable, eafy and pleaf-

ing ftile, clear and infr.ruct.ive, being generally

a mailer of the fubject he wrote upon ; his pen
exercifed in defence or for the promulgation of

religion and truth, hath left a Handing evidence

of the foundnefs of his understanding, and of

the rectitude of his heart. After he was releaf-

ed from his office of tutor in Ifaac Penington's

family, and married, he feems to have been

much mailer of his time, as it appears to have

been very generally employed in ferving the fo-

ciety and others, and in writings of one kind

or other. I do not know that they were ever

cclle&ed, and publiihed together, as thofe of

fome other friends have been, many of them be-

ing of the controverfial kind, might be fervice-

able and engaging attention at the time they

were written ; but the fervice anfwered, and the

occafion
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occafion ceafing, became lefs interefting to pof- chap.
terity, and therefore not necefiary to be revived. XVII »

He was much engaged in controverfy either with * "r m̂J

advcrfari.es without, or opponents within the 17 '3-

fociety, whofe endeavours were exerted to lay

it wafte. William Rogers and other feparatifts

of that time, and afterwards George Keith, gave

him much employment, to expole their deceit,

.and detect the fallacy of their pretenfions, for

the prefervation of others from being entangled

in the like fnares ; and his labours were greatly

conducive to the good end defigned by them.

But fome of his writings, being of a more uni-

verfal nature, are preferved, as The Foundation of
Tithes Jhaken ; The facred Hi/iory of the Old and
New Tejlament, in two volumes folio ; and
fome others.

His private character was amiable and refpec-

table ; his countenance manly and cheerful ; his

deportment grave
;

yet affable and courteous

even to the meaneft ; his converfation pleafing

and inftruclive, yet marked with difapprobation

of every thing that was beyond the circumfcrip-

tion of truth ; of an obliging difpofition, he was
ready (and in many cafes capable) to ferve his

neighbours as well as friends, wherever his fer-

vice was wanted. To the poor, the fick and
the impotent, who wanted relief, his houfe and
his heart were open, being careful to provide

medicines and other things ufeful for fuch pur-

pofes, begrudging no expenfe to do good ; thefe

qualities and difpofitions procured him a great

and general refpecl: and efteem from mod or all

who were acquainted therewith.

He
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chap. He lived to a pretty good age, and when ad-
xvn. vanced in years looked very well, being of a re-

'*-~v~*J gular and temperate life, and healthy conftitu-
71 3' tion, only in his latter years was at times

troubled with an afthma ; and at lad was attack-

ed with a paralytic flroke, which he bore with

great patience and refignation ; and although his

fpeech was considerably affected, fo as to be un-

derstood with difficulty, yet fome of his dying

expreffions were fufficiently plain to be under-

Stood, conveying to the hearers a clear indica-

tion of the peaceful tenour of his mind, and
g. Bowles's perfect refignation to divine difpofal. * Being vi-

tony.
f1{;e(j by fome f n is friends, and one of them
being concerned to pray by him, he exprefled

himfelf, in much tendernefs, / am fenjibly com-

forted and refrejhed in this vi/it. At another

time he exprefled his refignation as followeth

:

If the Lord hath no more for me to do, I am
content and refigned to his will ; and my hearty

farewel to all my brethren. And near his end he

faid, I amfull of joy and peace ; my fpirit is filed

with joy. In about eight days his diforder put a

period to his life the iff. of 3
1110

. 1713, in the

feventy-fourth year of his age. Having ferved

his generation according to the will of God, he

fell afleep, and was honourably buried the 4th

of the fame month, being accompanied from his

own houfe by a great number of his friends and

others to the meeting-houfe at Jordans, and in-

terred in friends burying ground there. The
meeting was very large, in which divers living

teftimonies were borne to the truth, he lived and
died

* Appendix to his life.
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died in, in 2 lively remembrance of him and his C h a p.

fervices in the church. xvu.

TIk; antipathy which the magistrates of Aber-
<"""v"*-'

deen, through the instigation of their preachers Magnate*
had imbibed againit this fociety continuing to °fAberdeen

operate, had produced a by-law of the corpora- to disfran-

tion in effecl: to disfranchife all who profelTed ^
life the"

Popery or Quakerifm, thofe of the latter fociety,

inhabitants in and about the city, prefented a

petition to the Queen and Council, praying

relief, whereby they procured an order of the

Privy Council, prohibiting the execution of the

faid by-law, as far as it affected the people called

Quakers.

The Queen's health began to decline fail:, and
tend to her diflblution ; the nation was at this

time in a very unfettled ftate
;
party animofities

were revived to an exceflive degree, and her very

minillers broke out into open diffenfions, which
were thought to haften her end. The reigning

party in the latter years of her reign, were of

that clafs of the eftablifhed religion, which had
always manifefted a bigotted and intolerant zeal

for the hierarchy, and confequently a fixed aver-

fion to all diflenters. A fondnefs for penal laws

feemed to revive, and it looked as if they had
now conceived a defign gradually to deflroy the

benefits of the toleration act ; for after carrying

the act. againft occafional conformity, they a& a»*inft

brought in this feflion an act againft the growth ** growth

or ichiim, being deiigned to prevent diiienters

from keeping fchools, and virtually to take out

of the parents hands their natural right in the

care and direction of the education of their own
children. The bill met with great oppofition in

both
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chap, both houfes as a fpecies of perfecution, and the
xvn

* people called Quakers prefented to the legiflature
N""v""'">

the following remonitrance.
1714. &

Reprefema- " i ft, The church of England hath frequently
tionofthe cc declared, by feveral of her members, in a
people call- .

7 J
.

7

ed Quakers " civil as well as clerical capacity, by thofewho
agamft it. « framed anc} efpoufed one or more of the bills

" againft occafional conformity, that Jhe is in
iC principle againfl perfecution, and for preferving
" the toleration.

" 2dly. The promoters of this feill may pleafe

" to remember, that the Queen hath declared
" from the throne, that flie will maintain the

" toleration inviolable.

" 3d.lv. The proteftant fubjefts of this king-
" dom, who are parents of children, are fup-
" pofed to have preferred to them, by the funda-
" mental laws of this kingdom, the natural
" right of the care and direction of the educa-
" tion of their own children, which natural
" right this bill feems calculated to take away
" and deftroy.

" 4thly. If the governments which are now
iC Heathen or Mahometan, mould take into the
" fame policy, the fociety which the Queen hath
" incorporated for the propagation of the gof-
* 4 pel in foreign parts, can have very little, if

" any good effect or fuccefs.

" 5thly. May it not feem an objeclion and
v contradiction to the many princely and chrif-

" tian
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" tian felicitations which the Queen by her mi- c HA p -

" nilters hath made at foreign courts, on the XVI
^\

" behalf of protectants, againft the violent in-

" trufions of papifts into their rights and juft

" privileges.

1714.

" 6thly. It may be a means to oblige the

" carrying out of large fums of money for fo-

" reign education.

" 7thly. It may probably do much hurt to

" charitable foundations.

" 8thly. It feems not to be agreeable to the

" great law of Chrift, Matt. vii. 12. Therefore
" all things whatfoe-ver ye would that men fjould
" do to you, do ye evenJo unto them ; for this is the

" law and the prophets."

But oppofition or remonflrances avail little The bill

againft determinations fupported by power ; the Pafrcd-

miniitry had managed fo as to procure a majo-

rity in both houfes of parliament ; the act. was
paffed, and received the royal aflent. The (late

of affairs and prevailing difpofition at this time

filled many of the diffenters, particularly, with

gloomy apprehenfions. The Quakers (fo called)

in their epiftle from the yearly meeting this year,

from the prefent profpecl of things, gave forth

this caution and exhortation to their friends :

" There feems at prefent to hang over us a
" cloud, threatening a ftorm. Let us all watch
" and pray, and retire to our ftrong hold in

" our fpiritual rock and foundation, which
" ftandeth fure 5 that our God may defend,

" help
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CHAP." help and blefs us, as his peculiar people, to
xvn. a the en(j of our days and time^iere, and [with]

,to-""v"^/ " the full fruition of the heavenly kingdom
1 1 T A JO
' 4 - " hereafter."

The Queen was removed by death the very

day this a<5t againfl fchifm was to take place,

whereby it was rendered ineffectual, and the

princeis Sophia having died a little before her,

the crown, by the a& of fettlement, defcended

to her ion George, Prince Elector of Brunfwick

Lunenburgh, who was proclaimed King of Great

Britain the day that the Queen died.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIII.

AMERICA.

G. Keith's Party fall into Diffenfions and dwindle

away.—George Keith is fent in quality of a
Miffwnary to America.—His Endeavours mors

direcled to depreciate the Quakers than to re-

commend Epifcopacy.—His Interview with "John

Richardfon.—Thomas Story meets with him at

Shrew/bury.—He challenges a Difpute with Sa-

muel Bownas ;
—Which being rejecled—George

Keith and his confederate Bradford afterwards

combine together to try if any Advantage can

be taken from Samuel's Doclrine,— Bradford
lodges an Information again/l Samuel.—Who is

imprifoned,—Brought to Trial, but the Indicl-

ment rejecled by the Grand fury.—Confined

more clofely.—At length cleared by Proclamation.

—George Keith returns to England and obtains a

Living in Suffex.—Beco?nes uneafy to his Pa-
rijhioners about their Tithes*

1 HE party who had been drawn afide by CHAP*

George Keith, were by this time greatly reduc-
XVHI

ed in numbers, during his prefence amongfl:
f

them, and for fome time after he left them, g. Kekh»*

actuated by that fpirit of envy and bitternefs,?^^1

under the influence whereof they had fallen out fenfiout

with
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chap. wi th t]le jr quondam friends, and detached them-
xviii. fe ives m (- a feparate fociety, they continued to

v v
' treat the body from which they had feparated

17° x
' with great afperity, and to be very troublefome

to them in their religious affemblies and elfe-

where. But in a few years they fell into divihon

and diffenfion amongft themfelves, whereby they

were diverted from their molefling of friends,

to gratify their lull of contention in bitter al-

tercations with each other. Thus difunited, their

fociety diilblved, their meeting dwindled away,

and in fix or feven years their name as a feet

g. Keith funk into oblivion. George Keith in the mean

mtffionary time na-d arrived m New England in quality of
to America, miffionary, and, together with one John Talbot,

had received letters of recommendation from the

fociety for propagating the gofpel in foreign

parts, to make what converts they could in

thofe provinces.

Notwithstanding he had given great expecta-

tions from his influence amongft his partifans

and others, of bringing over many from the Qua-
kers and other diffenters to the church of Eng-
land ; and at his return gave fuch a flattering

account of his embalfy, that it was faid he had

brought comfort to the church
;

yet in fact he

was very unfuccefsful in anfwering the defign of

his million. At his leaving his adherents in

Penfylvania, he had hinted to them, b
if they

mould hear of his preaching amongft the pref-

bytefians or independents they mould not term

him an apoftate for that ; but if ever they mould
hear of his putting on the canonical robe, and

uniting with the church of England, he would

give them leave to fix that denomination upon
him.

b Samuel Smith's MS.
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him. When, therefore, he returned to Ame- chap.
rica in the character and habit of a clergyman of XVIII »

that church, he effectually loft all his intered
N""'"v"*~'

and influence with his former adherents ; both

thofe who had withdrawn after him from the

people called Quakers, and the Baptifts who had

adhered to him, were quite fhy of him ; and of-

fended with him, for leading them into a fecef-

fion, and thus deferting them.

His principal exertions were not I apprehend

in Penfylvania, where he was known and now
generally flighted ; but in New England, and on
that fide where the people were greater {Iran-

gers to his former tranfa&ions there ; and (till

more directed to difturb the Quakers (fo called) u& endea-

in their meetings, and by his accuftomed falfe
™"rs more

accufations to make them appear odious, than date the

to render the church of England amiable, or ^*k
t

c

o

r'

r

'

e-

purfue rational meafures to reconcile diilenters commend

thereto. His refentment againfl this fociety, lufn^epif-

firft for rejecting him as a ruler, and afterward, copacj.

as a member, itili predominated in his mind,

agitated him inwardly, and aggravated his un-

reafonable prejudice ; under the impulfe where-

of his endeavours were more employed to vex
and harrafs the Quakers, than to propagate the

gofpel amongft them, or any other body of

people.

He feems very much to have made it his bu-
finefs to appoint his meetings or places of

preaching, at the times and places where the

people called Quakers held their general meet-

ings ; or where ftrangers of that fociety, came to

thofe parts, in which he was, in the courfe of

Vol. IV. K their



130 H I S T O R Y OF THE

chap, their religious vifits.
a John Richardfon of Buf-

xvni
* lington in Yorkfhire, a well qualified minifter,

j
and a man deeply experienced in the work of

religion, was at this time travelling in New Eng-
land, came to Lynn to their monthly meeting,

and was there informed of George Keith's in-

tention to be at that meeting, which gave him
fome concern, under the apprehenfion of the

interruption his prefence might give to the folem-

nity of the meeting ; he advifed to be fwift to

hear and flow to fpeak, as George Keith had a

life in difputation.

His infer- The evening preceding the meeting, George

S»
W
Ri

th Keith came to tne houfe where John Richardfon

chardfon. lodged, with a prieft and a great number of

people along with him, and began railing ex-

ceedingly againft friends, in infult to the Gran-

ger : And then in vain exultation exclaimed,

Is here a man that is a fcholar I Is here a man
that under/lands the languages amongst you ? If Jo,

I will difpute with him. To this boafting chal-

lenge John Richardfon replied, " It was pro-
ct bable that the Englifh language was molt ge-
" nerally underftood, and ufed amongfl that

" people, and therefore he thought it mod fuita-

" ble to converfe in." Then George Keith pro-

ceeded to magnify the dignity of his office,

" that he was come in the Queen's name to ga-
" ther the Quakers from S$uakerifm to the mo-
" ther church, the good old church of Eng-
" land ;" threatening the next day to convict

them of errors, hereftes, damnable doclrines and
blafphemies : Adding, " look to anfwer for your-

" felves,

* John Richardfon's journal.
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" felves, for if you do not, the auditory muft c H A p -

" conclude, what I advance againfl you is true." XVIn *

John Richardfon roufed at this infulting menace,
{

faid to him, w this is the fruit of malice and
" envy, and thou art unto us, but as a heathen
" man, and a publican."

The next day George came to the meeting,

where he repeated the purport of his embaffy,

and his threats in the fame terms as on the pre-

ceding evening. John Richardfon, in reply, laid

open to the people aflembled his A>ndu£t ; the

proceedings of the fociety in relation to him

;

to which George made no objection ; but conti-

nuing quiet, the meeting was held peaceably and
to edification, John Richardfon appearing in the

miniftry, and beginning with thefe words, Af-
ter the manner that you call herefy do we worfhip

the God of our fathers, believing all things that

are written concerning Jefus Chri/t, both as to his

Godhead and manhood. The people were atten-

tive and well fatisfied ; and George Keith owned
" he had been refrelhed in that meeting, hav-
" ing heard many found truths, with fome er-

" rors ; but that it was not the common doctrine
" which the Quakers preached."

John Richardfon, perceiving that this infinua-

tion was intended to infufe an opinion into the

people that the Quakers did not ufually preach
up faith in the manhood of Chrift, to obviate

the effecls thereof, diftinguifhed upon it to this

purpofe, that it was the lefs necefiary, as being
a point of faich univerfally received amongU
chriftians, and as clearly demonftrated by the

people called Quakers in their testimonies, and
their writings, to be a point of faith with them,

K 2 as
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c H A P. as any other people ; but that as his holy fpirk

xviii. is highly concerned in man's falvation, as well
^-^vn^ as what Chrift did for us without us, and this

1 7° 1 - being yet a my fiery to many called chriflians^

it had pleafed God to open them in the courfe

of their miniftry, into the meaning and myflery

thereof, and to infill upon the latter more than

the former.

To this George Keith made no reply, but

began to exhibit his charges, and ftepped up to

the gallery with his paper in his hand. John
Richardfon being taller, and (landing by him,

could fee his quotations and paraphrafes upon
them, on which he told him, " that he offered

violence to that fenfe and underflanding which
God had given him, and knew in his con-

fcience we were not the people he through

envy endeavoured to make the people believe

us to be." The meeting foon after broke up,

and terminated the controverfy for that time.

They met again in Rhode-Ifland, and after-

wards at Flufhing in Long-Ifland ; but he gave

friends little trouble in either : For at the latter,

particularly John Rodman of that place, having

got intelligence that George had by fome means
pofTeffed himfelf of 50I. out of a confiderable

legacy left by Col. Weft to poor friends of

London, which was ordered to be paid over to

fome faithful friends of that city, and it being

proved upon him that he had received the faid

fum and never accounted for it, in wrong of the

poor, he was flighted by mofl of the people,

as well as friends, and this detection of his un-

fair dealing fo blocked up his way that friends

had little trouble with him in that quarter.

The
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The next friend who fell in with him on his c h a p.

travels was Thomas Story from Carlifle. He xviii.

being come in the courfe of his vifit to Shrewf- ^/^"^

bury in Eaft Jerfey, informs us, that George
T]H°£'

Keith, in company with his fellow miffionary, story, the

Talbot, came to Shrewfbury at the time of the
ncxt wh°

1 -1111 r 1 •
met ts with

yearly meeting held there for that province : On g. Keith,

the firft day of which he fent by faid Talbot an

advertifement to the meeting, " That he pur-
" pofed to have a meeting at a houfe in the

" town, to begin at the eleventh hour the next
" day, then and there to detect out of the books
" of authors approved among the Quakers,
" divers vile errors, contrary to the Chriftian
" faith, and the fundamental principles of the

" Chriftian religion." And challenging friends

as before, " to come and anfwer for themfelves,
" or he would judge his quotations and remarks
" to be true, and a demonftration to all intel-

" ligent people that he had not wronged them."

Where it may be proper to obferve his fubtle

management in appointing his meeting about

the middle time of friends meeting, when it

was mod likely they might feel themfelves more
comfortably and better employed than to defert

their own meeting of folemn worfhip to perplex

themfelves with his invidious cavils : They re-

turned him anfwer, " That being to them as a
ec Heathen or a Publican, they continued to reject

" him, defpifing all his works of envy and
" revenge ; that as he had begun in print, they
" mould (as hitherto) anfwer him in that way,
" as leaft liable to mifunderftanding and mifre-

" prefentations."

Soon
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chap. Soon after this Samuel Bownas from Weft-
xviii. moreland landed in Maryland, and almoft im-

*—v—*> mediately after received the following note :

" To the Preacher lately arrived from
i( England.

t( Sir,

" I intend to give notice after fermon, that

you and myfelf are to difpute to-morrow, and
would have you give notice thereof accord-

ingly.

" Sir, I am your humble fervant,

" George Keith.
" Dated the ifl Sundav
" in Auguft, 1702."

Samuel being previoufly engaged to go for-

ward to an appointed meeting, in company with

a confiderable number of friends, would have

taken no notice of an unprovoked challenge

;

but being told Keith would call the country

together and make much noife about it, as if

they were afraid of meeting him, and urging

Samuel to write him an anfwer, he accordingly

wrote to the following effect :

" George Keith,

(C

I have received thine, and think myfelf

no way obliged to take notice of one who
tc hath
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" hath been fo very mutable in his pretences chap.
" to religion ; befide, as thou haft been long

^

^"*"
" fmce difowned, after due admonition given

l

" thee by our yearly meeting for thy quarrel-

" fome and irregular practices, thou art not

" worthy of my notice, being no more to me
" than an Heathen man and publican.

" Samuel Bownas."

George Keith and Samuel met fundry times

in their travels in thofe parts, but had little

difcourfe or debate with each other : But when
he came into Long-Ifland, a meeting being ap-

pointed for him at a village called Hempflead,

here he met with George Keith again, and

William Bradford his late printer in Philadel-

phia : Thefe two combining together, Bradford

was fent to the meeting to fee if any advantage

could be taken of his doctrine.

He came accordingly, and when Samuel flood

up to fpeak, he pulled out of his pocket a fmall

book, with pen and ink, fteadfaftly (taring in

his face to try to put him out of countenance, but

in vain : He then wrote a little, and fo con-

tinued alternately effaying to write, and to daunt

him by his flaring ; but Samuel feeling that

animating virtue which bore him up above re- for

*

d f̂ t

"

t,

garding his attempts, went through with the the noting

fubject matter before him : When he had done, Tdvanugt
7

Bradford flood up with this interrogatory, could bc

" Will you fland by thefe doctrines in public samueTt
" that have been now preached ?" To which do& rilie -

John Rodman replied, " William, thou knoweft
" what our friend hath been concerned to fpeak

" about
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chap." about this day are fuch points as have been
xvm. " argued over and over, and as the controverfy

v-'"v^-/ " hath been fome years in print, it is needlefs

1702. « at tn js t ime t reduce it to a verbal difputa-

" tion." But not being fatisfied without re-

ceiving Samuel's anfwer, he told him his quef-

tion being more for contention than edification,

he did not think himfelf obliged to anfwer it,

efpecially to one who for his contentious and
diforderly behaviour, after tender admonition

rejected by him, had been difowned ; and for this

reafon Samuel faid, / have no more to fay to thee,

Bradford upon this turned away in great wrath,

threatening Samuel Jhould hear of it another

way.
In his teflimony Samuel had fallen upon the

fubjecl: of ceremonies, particularly thofe of bap-

tifm and the ufe of bread and wine, called the

Lord's Supper ; and as it feems endeavoured to

fhew their infufficiency to falvation of themfelves,

according to the manner of the adminiftration

thereof, either by the Papifls, the Church of

England or Diffenters.

Keith, and Bradford from his notes, trumped

up a long affidavit, and Bradford attefted it

before two juftices ; and then another evidence

being requifite, they met with a young man who
had been at the meeting, from whom Keith

extorted fome exprefhons he had heard fpoken,

which having done they threatened him with

dreadful confequences if he would not come in

and give evidence ; therefore, through fear, he

was prevailed upon to give his evidence upon
oath in the words George Keith had got from

him by guile.

Having



PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 137

Having brought matters to this iffue, they chap.
procured a warrant to apprehend him, and put xviii.

a flop to his travelling : for he was informed v—v-—

'

that Keith had propofed the making a law to \l
oz
A

'

reflrain friends from travelling, only to their informs *-

own meetings ; for it was the travelling preach- sainft him-

ers that kept the Quakers compacted together.

This by bigots was approved as a likely method
to put a flop to their increafe, but by men of

moderation treated with the contempt it de-

fended. The warrant being procured and de-

livered to the fheriff, he arretted him the next

day in the meeting at Flufhing, being the half

year's meeting for New York government ; but

being a man of a lefs implacable difpofition

than the profecutors, he flayed the meeting ; s. Bownas

and after the meeting was over, having a con- arreftcd-

ference with fome of his friends, he was pre-

vailed upon to give him his liberty till the fifth

day of the week, which gave him the opportu-

nity to attend the remaining meetings to the

end of the faid half year's meeting, in which
he had good fervice, to the general fatisfaclion

of crouded auditories.

The meeting being ended, he appeared be-

fore the juflices, accompanied by feveral friends^

and after his examination and their confultation

among themfelves, he was called in again, when
the clerk informed him, that thefe honourable

juflices have agreed that you mujl enter into

2000/. bail, your/elf in 1000/. and two of your

friends 500/. each, or elfe be committed to the

commonjail. Refufing to enter into bail, one of the

juflices afked him, if the fum was too large, he
replied, " If as fmall a fum as three-halfpence

" would
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4 would do, I mould not do it, it being of
' fuch a nature as I could by no means com-

• l ply with." Jonathan Whitehead, one of the
*7oa * juftices, was very friendly, wanted him to be

let at liberty, offered himfelf for bail, and took

him to his houfe that night, where he was very

kindly entertained. The next day he was fent

to jail with the following mittimus :

f
e Queen's 7 o <> Jofeph Smith, Efq; Ed-
" County )

* ward Burrows, Efq; John
" Smith, Efq; and Jonathan Whitehead, Efq;

f
c juflices of the peace for the Queen's
" County.

" To the high fheriff of the Queen's County,
" greeting.

warrant of a yr
e fend T0U herewithal the body of Sa-

comrmc- *
.

i i r
mcnt. " muel J3ownas, a Quaker, brought berore us

" this day, and charged with fpeaking fcanda-

" lous lies of, and reflections againft the church
" of England, as by law eftablifhed, and other

" mifdemeanours by him done and fpoken at a

" public aifembly in Hampftead in this county,
" on the 2i ft day of this inftant November.
" And therefore thefe are in behalf of her Ma-
" jelly to command you, that immediately you
" receive the faid Samuel Bownas, and him
" fafely keep in the common jail of this county,
" until he ffiall be thence delivered by the due
" courfe of her Majefty's laws. Dated under
" our hands and feals at Jemeca this 30th day
" of November, in the feccnd year of the

" reign
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** reign of our fovereign lady Anne, Sec. An- chap.
*' noq. Dom. 1702. xvni.

" Joseph Smith, »7 ?-

" Edward Burrows,

*' John Smith,

K Jonathan Whitehead."

This proceeding may appear ftrange at this

time, as being fupported by no exiiting law,

and a violation of the act of toleration ; but it

is to be obferved, that at this very time the high

church party were fo confiderable a body in

the parliament of England, that they had pro-

cured an acl: againft occafional conformity ; and
manifefted their enmity to diffenters by an acri-

mony which indicated their propenfity to perfe-

ction, and was by many looked upon as a ftep

to a repeal of the act of toleration.

It was at the fame time the lot of New York
to be governed by a principal of this party.

Lord Cornbury, fon to the Earl of Clarendon,

was governor of this province, who actuated by
an hereditary zeal for the hierarchy, and averfion

to non-conformifts, had in an arbitrary man-
ner filenced fundry prefbyterian preachers, and
placed churchmen in their room, and on many
occafions manifefted an inimical difpofition to

diffenters in general, and an inclination to re-

vive fevere meafures againft them ; taking liber-

ties in this remote province, which would as

yet have hardly been allowed or endured at

t}ome„ Cornbury favoured the profecution,

and
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CHAP, and it is probable, that the profpeft of his

xviii. countenance thereto encouraged thefe ill-defign-
v"~_v—

' ing men to make the attempt in his govern-
17°2 ' ment, which they could expecl little fuccefs in

attempting elfewhere. Governors are feldom at

a lofs to find, or to model magiflrates to com-
ply with or promote their meafures. The
judges, particularly Bridges the chief juftice,

accommodating themfelves to the governor's in-

tentions, in imitation of our judges in king

Charles the fecond's reign, directed their en-

deavours to get him convicted right or

wrong.
But although the judges were of this caft,

the temper of the times was confiderably changed,

fo that it was not eafy to get juries equally ob-

fequious with thofe of that asra. Where men
thought for themfelves, and were influenced by
the impulfe of their own confciences, they

were not fo eafily warped by the partial inftruc-

gniofin- tionsofthe bench. When Samuel Bownas had
didment been about three months in prifon, a fpecial
pre terred * *

againfthim.commiffion of Oyer and Terminer was ifTued to

the^r^d
7 John Bridges, chief juftice, and other juftices.

jury. A bill of indictment was fent to the grand

jury againfl Samuel, who had prepared reafons

to fet Bradford's evidence afide, and the fame

being laid before the grand jury, they had fuch

weight with them, that they returned the bill

endorfed, Ignoramus, at which difappointment

the judge was greatly incenfed, and treated the

grand jury with indecent afperity, addrefling

them in this paffionate language :

" Gentlemen, farely you have forgot your
iv oaths, and for fo doing I could give you fome

" hard
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" hard names, but at prefent fhall forbear. Is c ha p.

" this your verdict againft the Quaker ?
xviii.

" Foreman. It is, Sir.
v-^v '

" Judge. I demand your reafons.
iyot.

" James Clement, a juryman. We are fworn
" to keep the Queen's fecrets, our fellows and
" our own, and therefore we declare no rea-

" fons.

" 7uĉ Se' Now Mr. Wifeman fpeaks, but I

" can tell you, you are not fo fworn; and I

" could find in my heart to lay you by the
" heels, and a fine on the reft of your
" brethren."

The judge finding his threats ineffectual with

men who knew they flood on conftitutional

ground, and therefore difregarded them, chang-

ed his mode of addrefs, and begged them to

take back the bill, and refume the confedera-

tion thereof, which they did, but could not be

prevailed upon by menaces or by flattery to

alter their verdict, which exafperated the judge Hisimpri-

to that degree, that he gave ftrict orders for the foment

prifoner to be confined more clofely than before, more dofe-

threatening, that as juftice cannot be here 1)'-

come at, he would fend him to London chained

to the man of war's deck, like other vile cri- Threatened

minals, with his crimes and mifdemeanours t° b
?

fe

^
t:

.

to

....
,

.
England ia

along with him. Samuel being a young man, chain?,

little verfed in the law, or the knowledge of the

conftitutional power of the judge, was greatly

dejected at the report of this menace, doubting
how far he might be able to fupport fo difgrace-

ful and fo humiliating a punifhment with the

decorum fuiting the dignity of the caufe for

which he fuffered. His friends had left him
alone.
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chap, alone, and he had loft his faith, which was worfe
5

xviii, than being left alone. His defpondency was fo
v—v—

' great, that he thought himfelf the moft wretched
>7° 2

- among men, and fcarcely able to live under it.

which In this condition he received a vifit from Thomas

"eaTdif
11 Hicks, an antient man, who had borne the office

murage- of chief juftice in the province fome years, and
meat, wag wejj verfecj m the laws, who gave him great

encouragement, by alluring him the judge could

not put his menace in execution, for that every

criminal muft be tried where the caufe of action

lies ; but that the judge and governor alfo were

difgufted by being fruftrated in their deftgns.

Had, faid he, the Prefbyterians flood as you
have done, they had not fo tamely left their

rneeting-houfes to the church. The difcourfe of

this honeft man was the means of renewing his

faith, and of raifing him from the Hate of de-

jection in which he found himfelf before.
He

Jr", . Being advifed to demand his liberty as his
mauds his .

o
• r r 1

liberty and right by law, he did fo, both or the judge, and
i> rcfukd.

afterwards by petition to the governor, but it

was arbitrarily refufed. They were refolvedj

they faid, not to be fo baffled by the country,

but they would bring him to juftice. Keith

printed fome flieets, in pretence to open the

eyes of the people, aggravating the cafe to the

utmoft ; but it had a tendency to open their

eyes, more to difcover his envy and vindictive

fpirit againft the Quakers in general, and the

prifoner in particular, than to convince them of

the juftice of their proceedings.

He was now clofely confined in a fmall room
made of logs, which had been protefted againft

as an unlawful prifon two years before, and
his-
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his friends denied to vifit him. But here we c H A P.

meet with a frefh inftance of the care that relied xvm.

upon thefe difinterefted men, not to make the ^y^
gofpel chargeable. Not knowing how long his

l
'oz '

imprifonment might continue, he became very-

thoughtful, what method to take for fupporting

himfelfj and it was fuggefled to his mind to try He ltarn,

if he could learn to make fhoes ; and meeting jo make

with a good-natured man of that craft, he made fUppOTt m
propofal to him for intruding him in the art, Prilon -

at the fame time acquainting him with his rea-

fon for fo doing ; he replied, " It is very ho-

" nourable in you, but if one of our miriifters

" were in the like fituation, they would look
" upon it as a difparagement to take up fo mean
" an occupation;" yet he acknowledged, if

Samuel could earn his bread with his own
hands, it was moil agreeable to Paul's practice.

Samuel quickly made fo much proficiency in

the art, that he procured thereby more than a

fufficiency for his fupport, which was not only

conducive to make the time of his confinement

lefs irkfome, but adminiftered abundant eafe to

his mind, in the reflection of being enabled to

procure a fupport by the labour of his own
hands without charge to his friends, fome of

whom were uneafy, fuppofmg it might appear

difhonourable in them to fuffer it ; but others

apprehending it a great honour to the caufe of

the gofpel, rejoiced that he fucceeded fo

well.

He was detained in prifon about nine months T 7 5'

longer ; and about the beginning of the eighth

month 1703, the fberiff received an order to

fummon another jury, to try their fuccefs a fe-

cond
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chap, cond time. He had private instructions to pre-

Xviii. cure fuch a jury as might be likely to anfvver
x-—v

—

-J their purpofe, which he (hewed Samuel with
I 7°3- marks of abhorrence, affuring him he would

never do it. So the jury being fairly named,
and the indictment fent to them, they look-

ed upon it too frivolous to engage their fe-

rious attention, and returned it, as their prede-

He regains ceffors had done, Ignoramus. He was next
%is liberty, brought into court, and nothing appearing

againfl: him, he was difcharged by proclama-

tion. Not only hi& friends, who came from
mofl parts of the ifland to wait the iffue of his

trial, but the people in general, were exceed-

ingly rejoiced at his acquittal and difcharge,

after being invidiouily imprifoned, and arbitra-

rily detained in prifon twelve months wanting

about three weeks.

Thefe fpecimens of George Keith's conduct:

in the capacity of a miflionary, manifeft it to be

chiefly directed to vent his deep refentment

againfl the Quakers, whereby inftead of pro-

moting, he in a great meafure defeated the end

of his miffion ; for his unreafonable prejudice

and unprovoked enmity were fo obvious, that

inftead of bringing an odium on the Quakers,

as he defigned, he brought great difcredit and

great diflike of his proceedings from the gene-

rality of the people upon himfelf, fo that he

fhut up his own way from making many profe-

lytes amongft them.

g. Keith He fpent fomething more than twelve months
returns to

[n tne itinerant exercife of his new function,

andgets'a and returned by way of Virginia to England,
living in where he obtained the benefice of Edberton in

buuex



PEOPLE called QJJAKERS. i 45

SufTex, and there he continued his writings and chap.
invectives againft his former friends ; but his xviii.

refllefs temper was not fully fatisfied with vent- v^"v^-'

ing his pailion againft them. It was not long l 7°3-

before he began to fall out with his parilhioners

about their tithes*. Not content with the accuf-

tomed income of his parifh, which was reported

to exceed 100I. per annum, he would fome -He becomes

times take the tithes in kind ; fometimes let !

:neafy *°.

them to others to take in kind, meditating and ones about

trying every method to raife the income to the theirtithe3-

utmoit, and extending his claim to the minuted:

articles, even to the tenth of the eggs of one
hen, and of the fcanty crops of garden roots of

the pooreft inhabitants of his parifh, by which
he eftranged the affections of his hearers, who
were quite difgufted at fuch inftances of his ava-

rice and his meannefs.

That he was upon ill terms with his pa-

rilhioners further appears from hence, that be-

ing affecled with lamenefs and infirmity for

three years before his deceafe, and dilabled

from walking to the place of worfhip, he was
prefented by his parifhioners for divers neglecls

;

Vol. IV. L for

* Thefe anecdotes of George Keith during his incum-^

bency at Edberton are taken from fome memoirs of John
Snafhall, who lived in that neighbourhood, viz. at or near

Hurft-pierpoint in SufTex, who wrote them either of his own
knowledge or from the information of his neighbours, who
reported them as truth from their knowledge of the fads.

John Snafhall is characterized by his friends as a man of a

very loving and courteous difpofition to all : In charity uni-

verfal, and a good and kind neighbour ; and being a religious

man, was doubtlefs a man of veracity. Thefe memoirs he

left in manufcript, which were preferved in the family, and
communicated to me by Jeremiah Waring, junior.
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CHAP, for letting the parfonage-houfe go to decay for

xvm. want of neceffary repairs ; for not going to

*—v*-' preach himfelf at the proper feafons, nor hiring
'7°-3- a curate to officiate in his ftead. In fliort, he

had fo indulged his propenfity to contention,

that he could hardly keep upon good terms

with any he had to deal with, whereby he
became defpicable and difagreeable in the eyes

of his neighbours ; many of whom would de-

clare, they fhould be glad that the Quakers
would take him back again, fo that they might

be rid of fo reftlefs a fpirit. Like the fait

that had loft its favour, and was thenceforth

good for nothing but to be call out and be

trodden under feet of men.

Yet after all, there is reafon to fuppofe that

he was favoured, particularly near his latter

end, with feafons of ferious reflection, wherein

he viewed the peaceful (fate of his mind whilft

in unity and peace with the Quakers as brethren,

and felt remorfe under the lofs thereof*. Pay-

ing a viiit to a gentleman at Hurftpierpoint,

and a converfation ariling concerning the Qua-
kers, he owned before feveral perfons, " That
" fince he had left them he had loft one qua-
" lification they had among them, that in their

" religious meetings they could flop all thoughts
*' which hindered their devotions, which he very
" much admired he could never attain to

" fmce."

I have already related from | Alexander Arf-

cott the acknowledgment George Keith made
to Richard Hayler on his death bed, which

paiTage

*
J. Snafliall. f See vol. 3, p. 452.
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paffage is alfo thus related by John Snafhall chap.
afore/aid: " The 16th i

mo iy^\ .George Keith, xvin.

" as he lay fick in bed, faid, that he did believe *—v—

'

" if God had taken him out of the world when I 7°3-

" he went among the Quakers, and in that pro-

*' feJfwn -> lt had been well with him ;" which

words he fpoke before Richard Hayler of Step-

ning, who went to fee George Keith, hearing

he was fick.

In order to bring this difagreeable fubject to Reflection.

a conclufion, I am confiderably advanced in

time, and in the defcription of the whole of

this man's tranfa&ions, I am not confeious of

exaggerating any circumftance beyond a true

ftate thereof, according to the authorities of

cotemporary writers, fome of whom, with my-
felf, regret the occafion of dwelling upon the

fubject, and exprefs the great refpect they had
had for him on account of his qualifications and
fervices, believing him to have been a man
truly convinced and enlightened, and in a good
ftate, (which his aforefaid confeflions plainly

imply), but that through ambition and felf-

exaltation, he fell away therefrom ; it being

our perfuafion, that a righteous man may turn

from his righteoufnefs, and that we are no
longer fafe than whilft we are watchful.

Now as there have been many bright ex-

amples of virtue and pure religion exhibited

in this work, mewing what is moft worthy of

our endeavouring to attain ; fo here we have

an example of caution, what is molt carefully

to be avoided, in order to preferve di-

vine favour, the unity of the brethren, and re-

fpectful efteem of all good men : A powerful

L 2 caution
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chap, caution not to indulge a difpofition afpiring

xviii. above our proper places in religious fociety,
1—

* ' but whatever our abilities or attainments, na-
I7 ° 3 ' tural or fpiritual, may be, to keep in the hu-

mility becoming dependent beings, who have

nothing good, but what they have received from

the fountain of all good ; and if we conceive

we have in any refpect an advantage over fome

others, let us remember the apoftle's reafoning,

" Who made thee to differ from another, or

" what haft thou that thou haft not received ?"

I have ever looked upon it as a great enor-

mity to deck ourfelves with the Lord's jewels,

to fufter the talents and gifts beftowed upon

us, (it may be not for our own fakes, but the

edification of the body), to occafion an ex-

alted opinion of ourfelves in the contem-

plation thereof; and ftill more enormous to

apply the place they have given us in the

eftimation of our friends, to the low purpofes

of promoting our own interefts, or feeking pre-

eminence, dominion or lordfhip in fociety.

May I, may my brethren and filters in profeflion

and in ufefulnefs, take warning from the mif-

carriages of others, and be fo preferved in

humility, circumfpection and fear, as never to

exemplify in our conducl the exprefhon of the

wife man, that pride goes before dejiruclion, and

an afpiringfpirit before a fall.

CHAP.



PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 149

CHAP. XIX.

John EJiangh and Richard Gove taken by a

French Privateer in their Paffage to Barbadoes.

—Taken into Martinico, and Occurrences there.

—Thomas Chalkley vifits the Shawanefe and

Seneca Indians. William Penn's Epi/lle to

the Settlers in Penfylvania.

JOHN ESTAUGH from Haddenfield, New c H A p.

Jerfey, in company with Richard Gove, who xix.

embarked at Philadelphia this year, to pay a ^—v—

'

religious vifit to their friends in Barbadoes,, 'J^'
being arrived near that Iiland, the (hip was taken and r.

by a French privateer and carried into Marti- £°J.
C

p°f.

nico : They were fifteen days in reaching that fage to Bar-

place, at which the mafter of the prize, on
ti°n̂ ya

board of which thefe friends were detained, was French pri-

fo difturbed, that he faid the hand of God was JJStoto
againfl them ; and his fuperflitious bigotry Martinico.

attributed the tedioufnefs of the paflage to thefe

two paffengers, becaufe they frequently employ-

ed the intermediate time in reading their bibles,

which, therefore, he would fometimes threaten

to throw overboard. The morning after their

arrival at Martinico, an officer, attended by fome

perfons of feeming rank in the ifland, came on

board, who getting a fight of the certificates

which they had received from their refpe&ive

monthly meetings, according to the good order

ufed in this fociety, and which one of the com-

pany interpreted to the reft, their friends therein

having
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chap, having expreffed their defire, " that they might
xix. " be preierved out of the hands of unreafon-

t

—

y/—' " able men :" upon the reading of this paffage,

1704. fome of them cried out, " fee now the fpirit

" hath deceived you, for you are not pre-
" ferved as they would have it." One of them
anfwered, " the fpirit had not deceived them,
" that what was mentioned there was the de-
" fire of their friends for them, and that pro^
" bably there might be fome fervice for them
" even there." Upon which they continued

their humourous raillery, crying out, " See
" now ! they are now come to convert the
" fathers, we will bring you together and you
" fhall difpute it out." But of the fathers,

fo called, none came near to them except an

old Irifh pried, whofe province it feems was
to endeavour to convert the prifoners at 40s.

a head for every convert : The other prifoners

wanted him to difpute with the Quakers, but

he evaded it for fome time
;

yet at length

entered into difcourfe with John Eftaugh, whom
he found too well furniihed with matter for him
to make much impreffion upon. He called him
a heretick, and turned to his companion, who
taking his bible, opened it in the text, " be-

" ware of falfe prophets .-" Which provoking

the prieit, he endeavoured to wrench the bible

with violence out of his hands, not without

leaving marks of his violence behind, which
ended the difpute; but the other prifoners de-

termined it plainly in favour of the Quakers,

with whom they faid he was not able to dif-

pute.

The
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The French nation in general have appeared C H A ?.

more humane and lefs bigotted than moil others xix.

of the Romifh communion. It doth not appear l->^v-~v_;

that thefe friends, while in their hands, fuffered l 7°4-

at all upon account of their religion, or that

their confinement was very rigid ; thev feem

to have enjoyed full liberty of holding meetings,

I fuppofe chiefly with Engliih prifoners.

Before they came to the ifland, the proteftant

prifoners there, we may prefume, had no mini-

fter to officiate amongil them ; but there was a

major in one of the Englifh regiments, who had

been a prifoner there a confiderable time, with-

out being able to obtain 'his liberty
;
probably for

want of a prifoner of equal rank in exchange.

He had been engaged in fupplying the place of a

prieit, by reading prayers two or three times a

week to his fellow-prifoners : But fmce thefe

friends arrived and held their meetings, his au-

ditory was confideraly decreafed, which giving

him much uneafinefs, he reprimanded the people

fharply for going to the Quakers meetings ; but

(till their meetings continuing to increafe, he

determined at laft to enter into a difpute with

them.

He began with high charges, but J. Eflaugh

replied with a firmnefs and freedom which pro-

voked the major, inftead of arguments to ufe

unhandfome menaces, which the other difregard-

ing, continued his argument for the information

of the auditors, with fo much prudent coolnefs

and command of his temper, as conduced to al-

lay the paffion of his antagonift ; and as he be-

came moderate, the controverfy grew more fatif-

fa&ory

;
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chap, factory : But J. E (laugh appearing better verfed
xix. in the fcriptures than the major, and quoting

v-~^~' fome text which the latter had no recollection of,
I

'7°4 ' he conceived an apprehenfi on that the Quakers
bibles were not the fame with his ; but upon the

comparifon finding them perfectly to agree, and
that the texts quoted were alike in both, he gave

up the conteft, grew friendly, they parted in

mutual good-will, and he treated them with much
civility and refpecl during their flay in that

ifland.

When the cartel for the exchange of prifoners

was fettled, none bound to or from Barbadoes

were to receive the benefit thereof. But Jonas

Langford, a friend of Antigua, having requeft-

ed colonel Byham, who went toMartinico for the

purpofe of exchanging them, that if any of his

friends were there, he would ufe his interefl for

their releafe ; he at his arrival finding thefe

friends, applied to the governor, and afked it as a

favour from him, that the two Quakers, though

bound to Barbadoes, might go with him to An-
tigua ;

*' What, the two apoilles," faid the go-

vernor, (for they had given them that name in

Martinico) and he confented. So they obtained

their liberty after a captivity of about two months,

in which they thought they had as great fervice as

in any other part of their journey, although they

had good fatisfaclion in Antigua, where two

perfons were thoroughly convinced by their mi-

niflry. From Antigua they went by Bermudas

to Barbadoes, and having finifhed their fervice

there, returned home.

In this year Thomas Chalkley returning from

a vifi.t to friends in Maryland, and having a con-

cern
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cern on his mind to pay a religious vifit to the chap.
Indians at Coneftigo, laid his concern before the xix.

elders of Nottingham meeting, with which they ^*v^>
exprefled their unity, and encouraged him to the 1 7°^-

undertaking. He was joined by twelve or thir-

teen more and an interpreter, who took their

journey about fifty miles through the woods,
carrying their provifions along with them. They
were kindly received by the Indians, and upon
their application, for the opportunity of a religi-

ous meeting, they called a council, which they

conducted with great gravity, and in their deli-

beration exprefTed their fentiments coolly one
after another. Some of their women being pre-

fent, T. Chalkley, who was admitted to the coun-

.cil, enquired of the interpreter, Why they intro-

duced women into their councils ? to which
he replied, fame women are wifer than fome
men. Obferving an antient grave woman who
fpoke frequently, it excited his curiofity to make
particular enquiry concerning her. The inter-

preter informed him that ihe was an emprefs, and
a woman of fuch authority among them, that

they undertook nothing of con equence without

confulting her. That fhe then faid, fhe looked

upon this vifit to be of an extraordinary nature,

as the perfons were not come to buy or fell or get

gain, but in love and regard to them, from a

defire of their well doing both here and hereafter,

and that a meeting among them might be be-

neficial to their young people. There were two

tribes of them, the Seneca's and Shawanefe.

They had firft a meeting with the Seneca's,

who were much affected with what they heard

and underflood, and calling the other tribe they

interpreted



154 H I S T O R Y of the

CHAP, interpreted what they had heard to them. Thefe
xix. friends had alfo another meeting with the Sha-

^-^v^y wanefe Indians : Their vifit was gratefully ac-
I 7°6. cepted, and the Indians expreifed their defire of

more opportunities of the like kind, which it is

hoped divine providence will afford them. The
gofpel was preached to them freely, and faith in

Chrifl, who was put to death by the unbelieving

Jews ; and that Jefus is come the fecond time

without fin unto lalvation ; and by his grace and
light in the foul, ihevveth to man his fms, con-

vinceth him thereof, and delivereth him out of

them, and giveth inward peace and comfort for

well-doing. To which doctrines they gave a

public aflent, but in a particular manner to

that of the light in the foul. They feem-

cd much affected and liftened with much
ferioufnefs. The benefit of the holy fcriptures

was alfo largely explained and expatiated

upon.

In the year 1708, William Penn vifited

the fettlers with a letter by his new gover-

nor Gookin, of which the following is an ex-

trad :

" London, 28th 7™, 1708.

" Dear Friends and Brethren,

" My antient love, if you can believe it, reach-
* c eth to you as in times pad and years that are

" gone, even in the divine root and principle of
" love and life, that made us near to one another
w above all worldly considerations, where our

" life,
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*' life, I hope is hid with Chriit. in God our fa- c ha p.

" ther, fo that when he appears we (hall alfo ap- XIX *

" pear with him in glory, and in the mean time v-'rv"v->

" through us to thofe that love and wait for 1 7°^-

" his appearance, as the defire of nations ; that

" we may glorify God his and our everlafting
M father, in our bodies, fouls and fpirits : In
" temporal and eternal affairs, being indeed none
" of our own, for fo much as we are our own,
" we are none of the Lord's : A great myftery,
i(> but a great truth, and of abfolute necellity to

*' witnefs, to be of the number of the chofen na-
" tion, the peculiar people and royal priefthood
" of Chriit and his glorious kingdom.

" Oh, my dear friends ! let all below this keep
" on the left hand, and wait to feel thofe bleffed
<£ things to inherit the right hand, and in faith

" and courage cry aloud to the Lord for his re-

" newing and refrefhing power, that may revive
'* and reform his work upon our heaits and
" minds, and our humility, meeknefs, patience,

" felf-denial and charity, with a blamelefs walk-
" ing, may plainly appear, and manifeit the
" work of God upon our hearts to thofe that

" are without, which is not only the way to

*' bring up the loiterers and gather in the care-

" lefs ones to their duty, but fetch home and
" bring in the ftrangers, and the very enemies
" of the bleffed truth, to confefs and acknow-
" ledge that God is in you and for you of a
" truth.

" In the firfl love I leave you, committing
" you and yours, and all the Lord's people
" amongfl you, my own family and affairs, to

W the merciful providence and orderings of our
" great
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chap.« great and gracious God, that welcomed us in
xix. a

p00r America, with his excellent love and

8 " precious light, and will I hope once more, and
" remain your loving faithful friend,

" WILLIAM PENN."

" Herewith comes your fchool charter."

BOOK
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BOOK VII.

From the Accession of George I. to the

end of the Reign of George II.

CHAP. I.

King George I. afcends the Throne ofGreat Britain.—Addrefs of the People called Quakers to him.—
G. Whitehead'sfpeech to the Prince of Wales.—
Aclfor our Affirmation renewed.—Rebellion in

Scotland.—-Quelled.—Quakers' Addrefs upon

that Occafion.—Life and Characler of Samuel

Waldenfield.

IMMEDIATELY after Queen Anne's de-CHAP.
ceafe, the privy council aflfembled, and the Earl i.

of Dorfet was appointed to carry to Hanover the ^^^-^

information of the king's acceffion ; who foon af- King Geo! i.

ter left his German dominions, repaired to Eng- afcends the

land, and arrived in London the 20th of Septem-

ber,
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chap. ber. After his arrival, having declared in coun-
I« cil his firm purpofe to maintain the toleration in

*—v^ favour of proteftant diffenters, whereby they
l7 | 4- were relieved from the apprehenfions they had

conceived, by the meafures purfued in the clofe

of the late reign ; many addreffes of congratula-

tion were presented to him, and on the 3d of

Oclober one was fent up from the people called

Quakers, which was delivered by George White-
head, accompanied by feveral friends, who were
introduced by Lord Townfend, one of the fecre-

taries of (late. When George Whitehead prefent-

ing the addrefs to the King, he introduced it

with this preface, " We are come in behalf of
" the people called Quakers, to prefent to King
" George our addrefs and acknowledgement

;

" may it be favourably received." After which

Jofeph Wyeth read it as followeth :

" To George, King of Great Britain, Sec.

" The humble Addrefs of the people commonly
" called Quakers.

" Great Prince,

Addrefs of " It having pleafed Almighty God to deprive

cafild Qua-
" *nefe kingdoms of our late gracious Queen, we

fccrstoKing" do in great humility approach thy royal pre-
Gcorge. 66 fencej witn hearts truly thankful to Divine

" Providence for thy fafe arrival with the prince
" thy fon ; and for thy happy and uninterrupted
" fucceflion to the crown of thefe realms, which,
" to the univerfal joy of thy faithful fubjecls,
iC hath fecured to thy people the proteftant fuc-

" ceffion
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ceflion, and diffipated the juft apprehenfions chap.
we were under of lofing thofe religious and I *

civil liberties which were granted to us by
v~'*v"x-;

law in the reign of King William III. whofe X 7
I+*

memory we mention with great gratitude and
affection. We are alio in duty obliged, thank-

fully to acknowledge thy early and gracious

declaration in council,, wherein thou haft, in

princely and chtiftian expreffions, manifefted

thy juft fenfe of the ftate of thy people, and
which we hope will make all degrees of thy

fubjecls eafy.

" And as it hath been our known principle

to live peaceably under government, fo we
hope it will always be our practice, through

God's afliftance, to approve ourfelves, with

hearty affection, thy faithful and dutiful fub-

je&s,

" May the wonderful counfellor and great
" preferver of men guide the king by
" his divine wifdom, protect him by his

" power, give him heahh and length of
" days here, and eternal felicity hereaf-
" ter. And fo blefs his royal offspring,

that they may never fail to adorn the
" throne with a fuccelTor endowed with
" piety and virtue."

To which the King returned the following

Anfwer :

" I am well fatisfied with the marks of-rheKbg**

duty you exprefs in your addrefs, and you Anfwer.

" may be affured of my protection
"

After
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After the addrefs was read, George White-
head fpoke to this effect

:

" Thou art welcome to us, King George, .,

" we heartily wifh thee health and happinefs,, •

" and thy fon the prince alfo. King William
III. was a happy inftrument in putting a flop

to perfecution, by promoting toleration, which
'

being intended for the uniting of the king's

proteflant fubjecls in intereft and affection,

" it hath fo far that effect, as to make them
" more kind to one another, even among the
" differing perfuafions, than they were when
" perfecution was on foot. We defire the king
" may have further knowledge of us and our inno-
" cency ; and that to live a peaceable and quiet
" life in all godlinefs and honefty, under the king
" and his government, is according to our prin-
" ciple and practice."

When George had thus fpoken, his name
was afked, which he told ; and having a defire

to fee the prince, one of his gentlemen intro-

duced thefe friends into a chamber, where the

prince met them, to whom George fpoke as

follows

:

" We take it as a favour that we are thus

G. White-
head's

fpeech to

the Prince. " admitted to fee the Prince of Wales, and
" truly are very glad to fee thee ; having de-
" livered our addrefs to the king thy royal fa-

" ther, and being defirous to give thyfelf a vifit

" in true love, we very heartily wifh health
" and happinefs to you both ; and that if it

" mould pleafe God thou fnouldfl furvive thy
" father and come to the throne, thou maylr.
" enjoy tranquillity and peace. I am perfuaded,

x " that
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V that if the king thy father and thyfelf do fland chap
" for the toleration for liberty of confcience to be I.

^,* s
; kept inviolable, God will ftand by you. May v^v-*-'

* " king Solomon's choice ofwifdom be thy choice, l 7 l S'

" with holy Job's integrity and compamon to
* u the opprefled, and the flate of the righteous
" ruler commended by king David, viz. " He
" that ruletb over men mufl be juji, ruling in

" the fear of God, and he Jhall be as the light

" of the viorning when the fun riCeth, even a
" morning without rain, as the tender grafs
" fpringing out of the earth by clear fhining after

" rain."

This fpeech was favourably received.

In the next year 1715 the term of the act Affirmation

for accepting the folemn affirmation of the if.

renew*

people called Quakers being nearly expired,

a bill was brought into the houfe of commons
on the 7th of third month, O. S. commonly
called May, for renewal thereof, which was
paned by the faid houfe without limitation of

time, and confequently was made perpetual.

In the houfe of lords an additional claufe was
inferted, that the like indulgence mould be
extended to the northern part of Great Bri-

tain, called Scotland, and to the plantations

belonging to the crown of Great Britain for

five years, and to the end of the next feilion

of parliament. This amendment was agreed to

by the commons, and received the royal affent

the laft day of the fame month. But the affir-

mation was yet continued in the original form,

which many friends ftill fcrupled to avail them-
felves of, by reafon of their apprehenfions

Vol. IV. M that
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c H A p
« that it appeared too near the nature of an

*• oath.
v^v>°' Yet the favourable difpofition of the pre-

l 7 l 5' fent fovereign and the preient government to-

wards this people, made deep impreflions of

gratitude on their minds, which drew from

them the following exhortation in their epiftle,

from the yearly meeting held in London about

that time :

Extrad " The Lord our- God, who for the fake of

yearly
" ms heritage, hath often heretofore rebuked

meeting « ancj limited the raging waves of the fea,

" hath, bleifed be his name, mercifully dif-

" perfed the cloud threatening a florin, which
" lately feemed to hang over us ; which together
" with the favour God hath given us in the

" eyes of the king and the government, for

" the free enjoyment of our religious and civil

" liberties, call for true thankfulnefs to him.
'* And humbly to pray to almighty God for

•f
the king and thole in authority, for his

*' and their fafety and defence, is certainly our
" chriftian duty, as well as to walk inoilenfively

*' as a grateful people."

The*change of miniders and meafures in the

latter end of the late , reign had created much
diffenfion amongfl the people; and while a cry

was raifed for the populace to follow, that th?

Church ivas in danger, many began to fear

that the proteftant fuccefiion was in danger,

and the partifans of the late King James flat-

tered themfelyes with hopes, that way might be

made for the Pretender to obtain the Crown
;

but the fudden death of the Queen damped
their
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their fanguine -expectations ; for the friends to c H A p-

the houfe of Hanover took their meafures fo Im

wifely, that George the Firfl was immediately
^^^^

proclaimed King as already intimated. Yet
l
'

*"

notwithstanding his juftice and mildnefs, the dif-

appointed party retained and fomented difcori-

tent, and endeavoured to difturb his govern-

ment. The clamour of the church's being in

danger was revived
;

jealoufies were excited,

feditious libels clifperfed, and the populace fti-

mulated to riot and hatred of the diifenters, *

by which means, when they hoped the num-
M 2 ber

* Thoma Story ii the courfe of his travels came ro Oxford

on the 28th 3
mo (called May) this year, and gives the follow-

ing account of a riot in that city, " That in the evening a great

" mob of fcholars and others arofe, and gutted (as they called
.

" it) the Prefbyterian meeting houfe, that is, they broke all the

" windows, doovs, benches, w.unfcots and feats, carrying them
' away, and burning and deflroying them, v, bich made 'a

" great uproar in the city.

il Friends having heard that they intended to ufe ourmeet-
" ing-houfe as they had done that of the Premyterfans, an' ad-
" vertifemeht thereof was drawn up in writing, dircdled to

" the mayor, arid fent by a friend ; but the mayor being abfent

" at the time, it was lett with his feryant who pro'mifed to

" give it him as foon. as he came : It contained :.l a requeft

" to the mayor,1

to protect us againft the intended violence, as

" the chief civil magiftrate of the city j but we received ho
" benefit by our application, as the fequcl proved.

" After the meeting we re'tu'roed to our quarters ; and
" about nine in the evening, hearing a great noile of the mob
" at a diftance, we had foon an account that they were ufing

" our meeting-houfe, as they had done that of the Prefbyteri ,ns

" the night before : They broke in by violence, and took
" away all the forms and feats that were loofe, and fuch as

" were fail round the houfe they broke ; they took away the

" doors alfo off the hinges, and burned them, with part of the
" wainfcot, in their bonfire : They broke the windows and
" ftanchsrs, and the room next the meeting-houfe they abufed

" and
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chap. Der of male contents was fufficiently encreafed?
lm they began to act more openly.^^^ The

J 7»5-

" and defaced, fa that the whole was all ruined and destroyed

" except the walls and tiling. Yet all this did not cool their

" rage, for they broke into the dwelling-houfe of our anti-

" ent friend Thomas Nichols's daughter, who was a widow,
" where Thomas alfo was j and under pretence of fearching

" for a young nobleman, who, they faid, was murdered and
" hid there, or fomewhere thereabout (though there was no
" fuch thing at all, only they put on this fenfelefs cover for

" their wickednefs). They broke all the windows, and threw
" in fome hundred weight of flones and dirt, covering the beds
" therewith, breaking feveral things in the rooms, making
*' great deftruction and fhedding fome blood. From thence
*' they went to the Baptift meeting- houfe, and deftroyed it in

" like manner ; and as they came up the ftreet from that piece
" of mifchief, I lodging with young Thomas Nichols, we ex-
" peeked the fame ufage as the widow, his lifter, had met
" with, and therefore got for fafety into the ftair-cafer he,
" his wife and little children, my companion and J, and there
** fat out of the way of the ftones : and as they came up to the
" houfe, they let fly their volley, broke all the windows, and
•' pafTed on without doing any more harm : But this I obferv-
*' ed, that as Satan raged in them before they came, blowing
" them up into a temper fit for the action, Truth in our minds
" filled us with divine love and confolation, fo that we were
" without any fear or amazement of what they could do far-

" ther. By the time all was over, it was about two in the
" morning ; and there came in fome of the fober neighbours,
" who gave us fome of the mob's unreafonable reafons for

" their violence and outrage, as they had collected them, in

" difcourfing with fome of them. They faid that fome of the
" low party, on the feventh day afternoon, being at a tavern
" in town, there drank healths and confufions ; and talked of
" burning the late Queen's picture and Sacheverel's, and in

" revenge of this, they gutted the Prefbyterian meeting-houfe,
" and their pretence for ufing us in the fame manner was, be-
" caufe we voted for the low members of the prefent parlia-
" ment."

I have
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This fpirit of turbulence and difaffe&ion foon chap.

broke out into open rebellion in Scotland, and

the national difcontent was, by his partifans, fo

exaggerated to the Pretender, as to induce him Rebc i][ n

to make preparations to put himfelf at the in Scotland.

head of the infurgents, in which he was pri-

vately aflifted by Lewis XIV. King of France,

who dying about this time, the rebellion loft

its fupport from that kingdom. The Duke of

Orleans being appointed Regent during the

young king's minority, had entered into en-

gagements with king George, and is fuppofed

to have rather contributed to defeat than to

promote it. However, the Pretender at laftThePmen-

landed in Scotland and was crowned there.
fh"e

ands

But

I have no doubt but rumours of this kind might be

circulated by the contrivers and inftigators of this tumult ; but

it feems to be principally intended, as an aft of celebrating the

feftival of the Rejloratton, it being on the 29th of 3™°, O. S.

called May, and alfo the firft day of the week, on which day,

confidering the temper ofthe time (of which this riot is but one

fpecimen) and the fpirit of many of the public teachers, and

the ufual topics infifted on in their difcourfes on this day, it is

rather more than probable, their fermons had no tendency to t

allay this ferment, but the contrary.

Thomas Story proceeds, *' We went the next morning to

" view the ruins of our meeting-houfe, and our friend
** Nichols's ; and as we were at the former, I flood upon a fmall
*' eminence, and looking over the ruins (manv fcholars and
** other people being there) I faid pretty loudly, fo that all

" might hear, can thefe be the effefis of religion and learning !

" Upon which feveral of the fcholars hung down their heads

;

" but none anfwered. Then Thomas Nichols, the younger,
" made a fhort fpeech, but very clofe, reminding them of
" Sodom and Gomorrah, that it was the fame fpirit that now
" wrought in them, which brought deftrudlion on thofe
" cities : To which they replied, it was the mob, and it was
'* ill done ; but fome others faid, they themfelves were that
** mob, and would be met wiih one day."
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CHAP. gut previoufly to his arrival, one party of the
l ' rebels having entered England, and advanc-
v""~'

ed to Prefton in Lancafhire, were there befieered, -

lRbeeiion defeated and taken prisoners ; and the lame
queikd. jay their main body under the command of

the Earl of Marr, met with a cheek, where-

by they were dilperfed. The .Pretender's ex-

pectation thus failing, and finding no proba-

bility of drawing together an army fuindent

to withitand the forces advancing again.1 him, he

fought fecurity in a fpeedy retreat to France,

which put an end to the rebellion.

This rebellion, thus fuccefs Fully exterminat-

ed, brought many addreifes of congratulation

to the king, and among the reft the people

called Quakers drew up an addrefs from their

yearly meeting, which they prefenttd to the king

on the laft day of the third month, O. S. called

May, this year ; being introduced by the Earl of

Manchefter, G. Whitehead fpake in Jubilance as

followeth

:

That in the annual alfembly held for the

re'igious concerns of their fociety, endeavour-

ing to promote and put in practice the duties

of religion profeffed by them, the fenfe of the

great deliverance had fuch a weight upon their

minds, that they were willing to exprefs it in an

addreis to King George, whom God by his pro-

vidence had brought hither and preferred, fo

that he could well fay, he was George by the

grace of God, King of Great Britain, &c. And
that as men carried that faying ilamped on the

money in their pockets, fo it was to be wifhed
it might be imprinted in the hearts of the fub-

jefts.

Hereupon
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Hereupon the addrefs was prefented and chap.
read as follows :

I#

" To George, King of Great Britain, &c.
I7 ' 5 '

« The humble Addrefs of the People called

" Quakers, from their yearly Meeting in

" London, the 26th day of the third month,
" called May, 17 16.

" May it pleafe the King,

" "WE thy faithful and peaceable fubjects, Quakers

being met in this our annual affembly, do on^
8^"

hold ourfelves obliged, in point of principle fion.

and gratitude, rather than by formal and
frequent addreffes, humbly and openly to

acknowledge the manifold blefTings and kind

providences of God, which have attended

thefe kingdoms ever fmce thy happy acceffion

to the throne.
" And as our religion effectually enjoins us

obedience to the fupreme authority, fo it

is with great fatisfaclion we pay it to a
prince, whofe juftice, clemency and modera-
tion cannot but endear, and firmly unite

the hearts and affections of all his true protef-

tant fubjects.

" We are therefore forrowfully affected with

the unhappinefs of thofe our countrymen,

who have fo little gratitude or goodnefs as

to be uneafy under fo juft and mild an ad-

ministration ; nor, can we reflect on the late

unjufl and unnatural rebellion, without con-

cluding the promoters and actors thereof were

men infatuated and hurried by fuch an evil

" fpirit,
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CHAP. « fpirit as would lay wade and deflroy both the

l ' " civil and religious liberties of thefe proteftant
v-^/^' " nations

171 5- « And as God, the Lord of Hods, hath mofr
Ci fignally appeared to the confounding that

black confpiracy ; fo we pray his good pro-

vidence may always attend the King's coun-
16

cils and undertakings, to the eftablifhing his
r,i throne in righteoufnefs and peace, and making
ie his houfe a fure houfe.
" Permit us therefore, great Prince, to lay

" hold of this opportunity to approach thy royal
:e prefence, with our hearty thanks to the king
" and great council for all the privileges and li-

" berties we enjoy. To behold a prince upon
" the throne, folicitous for the eafe and happinefs
" of his people beyond any other views, fo

" heightens our fatisfa&ion and joy, that we
" want words to exprefs our full fenfe thereof.

" And therefore we can do no lefs than affure the
<c king, that as it is our duty to demean ourfelves

" towards the king's perfon and government
" with all faithful obedience, fo we are deter-

" mined, by divine affiftance, devoutly and
" heartily to pray the God and Father of all our
" mercies, to vouchfafe to the king a long,
" peaceable and profperous reign ; and that when
" it fhall pleafe the Almighty to remove from us
" fo precious a life, by taking it to himfelf,

" there may not want a branch of thy royal fami-
" ly endowed with wifdom and virtue to fill the
" throne, till time mail be no more."

To which addrefs the King returned the follow-

ing Anfwer,

" I thank you for the aifurance of duty and
a affection to my perfon and government, con-

" tained
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tained in this addrefs ; and you may always chap.
depend upon my protection." I.

This year died Samuel Waldenfield, a member »

7

1 $-

and minifter of this fociety, highly efteemed for

his virtuous converfation and his religious fer-

vices, both in the city of London and its neigh-

bourhood, and other parts where he was well

known. He was born about the year 1652 at Ed-
mundfbury in Suffolk ; was religioufly inclined

from his youth, and for fome time a hearer of

the independents.

He was convinced of the principles of the peo-

ple called Quakers, by the powerful miniftry of

Giles Barnadifton, and received the truth in the

love thereof; as he became obedient to the grace

of God to which he was recommended, he was
inftrutted and enabled thereby to lead a fober

and godly life, and to pofiefs his earthly taber-

nacle in fan&ification and honour.

About the year 1672 he was called to the work
of the miniftry, in the difcharge whereof he was
zealous and indefatigable. He travelled in this

fervice in England, Scotland, Ireland and Ger-
many, by an account he kept, near 40,000 miles to

the year 1703, and confiderably from that time

to his death ; and his lively miniftry, through

the divine blefling profpering his labours, was
made effectual to the convincement ofmany, and
turning them from darknefs unto light, who were
as feals to the efficacy thereof.

In the year 16 84 he married and fettled in Lon-
don, and continued faithful and diligent in thework
to which he was called, when at liberty ; for

although by the time he became a refident in

^ondon and eminent for fervice in the fociety,

perfecution
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CHAP, perfecution was abated, he did not efcape a fhare

i. in the fufferings of the feafon. At the feffions
v-""v

' held at the Old Baily in the ioth month 1683, he,
171 5- in company of fundry others, who, with him,

had been taken from a peaceable meeting in

White-hart-court, was tried for a riot, and by a

jury of this age, when juries were modelled to

the temper and influence of the bench, was, with

the reft, brought in guilty, fined 5I, and com-
mitted to prifon for non-payment. A profecution

was alfo commenced againfb him on the Itatute 23
Eliz. for 20I. a month for abfence from the efta-

blifhed worihip in the year 1686 ; but by * King

James's order to the Attorney General, a flop

was put to that profecution and others of the kind,

as before related.

After this he continued frequent in his travels

abroad, in religious vifits to his friends in mod
of the counties of England, and more frequently

in the eaftern parts. Being clear in expreffion,

animated with lively zeal, and reaching the wit-

nefs in the confeiences of friends and others, his

miniftxy was very acceptable and edifying, by
means whereof, and of his folid, circumfpeel: and

exemplary converfation, adorning and confirm-

ing it, he obtained the efteem of his friends

abroad and at home.

In or about the year 1706, declining in health,

he removed his refidence from the city of Lon-
don to Bum-hill in Middlefex

;
yet when the

flate of his health admitted, he continued his

travels and his affiftance with friends of the city,

in their fervice for the relief of their fuffering

friends, and when difengaged from fuch fervices,

he

* See vol. 3, p. 167.
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he was exemplary in a conflant attendance of the CHAP.
meetings adjacent to him. l '

He was eminently ferviceable in the difcipline of

the fociety, as well as in his public minidry, having

a zealous concern on his mind for the preferva-

tion of friends in a coniiftency with their profef-

fion, that the teftimony of truth might be kept

up in all the branches thereof; that pride and
libertinifm in principle and practice might be
difcou raged and fuppreffed : That thofe who act

as rulers in the church, fhould be men of truth,

fearing God and hating covetoufnefs ; and that

all the members of the fociety might be caretul

to maintain jullice and truth in all their dealings

amongft men.
His circumfpect conduct adorned his profeffion

of religion, and acquired reputation to the focie-

ty of which he was a member, fo that many,
who through prejudice, had entertained an un-

favourable and contemptuous opinion of it, by
their acquaintance and converfation with him,

were brought to change their fentiments con-

cerning it.

He was confined about two months before his

deceafe, and although his pain was often great,

he was fupported with remarkable patience, and
was frequently very cheerful, though his end
drew near ; for death was no terror to him, the

fling thereof being taken away, having the com-
fortable evidence, that he had through life been
mindful of his final change, and ordered his con-

verfation with a view to make it a traniition to

everlafting felicity. So that in the retrofpedtion

of his pad time he could fay, as he did in much
tendernefs, / have done the ivork of my day ; I

feel peace of conference ; I have wronged no man ; I

have
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chap, have received a great deal of wrong and injury,

i» but 1forgive all, and 1 deftre the Lord toforgive
V-T"^' them alfo. I die in charity with all the world.
17151 At another time he faid, / have endeavoured to

live inoffenfively towards God and Man. And now
I have no occajion to repent that I have endeavoured

to live well ; and as I have nothing to hoajl of, I

have no occajion to complain. All is well.

Many other lively expreffions and weighty ex-

hortations he uttered, very affetting and edifying

to thofe to whom they were addrefled. He con-

tinued in a ferene compofed frame of mind to the

laft, and died in great peace the 7th of the 8th

month 171 5, and left a good report behind him :

And being greatly beloved, and much refpected

by people of divers profeflions, his funeral had a

numerous attendance from Devonfhire-houfe

meeting place, to the burial ground at Bunhill-

fields.

CHAP.
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CHAP, ir.

Affirmation Act renewed.— Meafures of Govern-

ment to moderate party heats.—Bijhop Hoadly's

two Sermons and proceedings thereupon.—Repeal

ofOccaJional Conformity and Schifm Acls.—South

Sea Scheme.—Petition to Parliamentfor aform

of Affirmation which might be eafy to all Friends.

—Solicitations to procure the pajjing ofan Aclfor

that purpofe.—Paffed by the Commons.—Warmly

debated in the Houfe of Lords.—Petition againji

it.—Paffed by the Lords.—Yearly Meeting's

acknowledgment of the favour.—Epiflle of Cau-

tion concerning the ufe thereof.— Account of Geo.

Whitehead.—Cafe of fome Friends in New-Eng-

land appointed to affefs Taxes.—Death of King

George I.

1 HE paffing of the Aft of Toleration, and the C H A P.

efFe&ual eftablifhment thereof under the legal n*

rule of the Princes of the Hanoverian line, having v-rf<v^s^

exempted the people called Quakers of this age l 7'5*

from moft of the grievous furTerings to which
thofe of the preceding age were expofed ; and
having thereby obtained a fettlement in quietude,

their affairs furnifh fewer materials for hiflory than

heretofore : yet there flill remained fome fubjects

of fuffering from which theToleration did not ex-

empt them, particularly their fcruple to pay
tithes and other ecclefiaftical demands. And
although the legiflature had in fome degree en-

deavoured to give them eafe in refpeft to fwear-

ing,
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CHAP.
}ng ? yet t}-ie form of affirmation prefcribed by the

n
' nrit affirmation-act, and continued in the fuc-

ceeding acts, as before obferved, was fo uneafy

to a confiderable part of the fociety, that they

had not freedom to make ufe thereof, and there-

fore fubmitted to the attendant inconveniencies,

rather than wound the peace oftheir own minds.

Affirmation In 1 7 1
5 the act for accepting the folemn affir-

a6t renew- ma t;ion was renewed without limitation of time;
eel. . . . .

although the yearly meeting directed an application

to be made to parliament, to grant the fociety

a form of affirmation which might be eafy to

all friends, the temper of the time did not yet

favour fuch a conceffion : An opportunity for

further relief did not occur till the year 1721.

In the intermediate time, the king (and the

rulers under him) perceiving the difaffeclion of

the party diftinguifhed by the denomination of

high-church and tories, and their propenfity to

ftir up thofe riots and tumults which had, fince

the beginning of his reign, been nourished and
fomented to perplex his government, difturb

the public peace, and finally terminated in the

late rebellion in favour of a popiffi pretender :

And after it was quelled, their endeavours being

ftill exerted to keep alive a fpirit of difcontent, it

Meafuresof was judged necerTary to clip the wings of the high-
government

ff^jfcg ecclefiaftics in particular, by imitating'.the

party heat, the judicious conduft of the late King William,

in {electing the mo ft temperate and difpailionate

men amonsrft them to fill the dignities and hi^h-

eft ftations in the church ; who being men of mo-
deration themfelves, might be inftrumental to

diffufe a fpirit of greater moderation among the

inferior orders, thim they had hitherto manifeft-

ed
j
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ed ; or to difcountenance and check the violence chap.
of their difpofition to revive and keep alive party n.

heats. v^*vx^

One of thefe exerted his talents for this purpofe •

I 7 I 7-

1 -r> -tt lii-n Hoadly sm a particular manner. Benjamin Hoadly bilhop twofer-

of Bangor, a man of liberal fentiments, a clear mons
>
*nd

o 7 J proceedings

head, and found underftandmg, had publifhed thereupon.

two performances, which had given great offence

to his brethren the clergy ; especially thofe who
were jealous of every prerogative to which they

advanced their groundlefs claims. One was en-

titled, A prefcrvative againji the principles and
praclices of the nonjurors. The other was a fer-

mon preached before the King at the chapel

royal, under the title of the nature of the King-

dom of Chrijl, in which, I have underflood, the

two principal points infilled upon are, that the

minifters of the gofpel, as fuch, have no autho-

rity to bufy themfelves in fecular government :

nor the magiftrate to punifh men for matters of

religion, which, although confidered difpaffion-

ately, are almolt felf-evident propofitions ;' yet at

this time, when the people's paffions were more
confulted than their reaion, and violently heated

in favour of high-church, thefe difcourfes roufed

the whole holt of high-priefts to combat propofi-

tions the moll reafonable, which they imagined

had a tendency to expofe the illegality of their

claims. The lower houfe of convocation, when
they met, took up the matter with marks of great

offence and refentment, and appointed a com-
mittee of fix of their members to examine the

BHhop's publications, who drew up a reprefenta-

tion, in which the Prefervative and Sermon were

cenfured, a
as " tending tofubvert all government

" and

a Smollet.
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CHAP." and difcipline in the church of Chrifl ; to re-

ii. " duce his kingdom to a flate of anarchy and
^v^ " confufion j to impugn and impeach the royal
I7'7* « fupremacy in caufes ecclefiaftical, and the

u authority of the legiflature, to enforce obedience

" in matters of religion by civilfanclions" How
far their indignation againfl this liberal prelate

and his rational doctrine might have carried them,
they were deprived of the power of difcovering

;

for the king and his miniflers feem to have con-

ceived a more favourable opinion of the Bifhop

and his performances, and therefore refcued him
out of their hands, by an immediate prorogation

of the convocation, which hath not been permit-

ted to fit and do bufinefs fince that period.

This inflamed the controverfy ; but the bifhop

being now upon equal terms with his antagonifls,

who were a numerous body, and having truth and
reafon on his fide, ably defended himfelf and his

doctrine againfl them all, with manifefl advan-

tage. This controverfy, wifely conducted on
his part, tended to open the eyes of many peo-

ple, to fee the invalidity of clerical claims to un-

authorized dominion and power, and proved a

very feafonable antidote to that fpirit of tumult

and intemperate riot, which, through their miti-

gation, had long infected the injudicious rabble

and others to public diforder and private in-

1718- In the fucceeding year the high-churchmen

th'/SV^ met with another mortification, by the repeal of

againftoc- the act againfl occafional conformity and the

SnSmity growth of fchifm, which two acts they had pro-

andthe cured during their predominancy in the latter

§2hcf
end °f Queen Anne's reign, which the bifhop

of
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of Bangor (in the debate) confidered in effect chap.
" perfecuting laws, becaufe, by admitting the n *

" principle of felf-prefervation and felf-defence
g

" in matters of religion, all the perfections
" maintained by the heathens againfl the pro-
" feffors of chriftianity, and even the popifh
" inquifition might be juftified. With refpect

" to the power, of which fo many clergymen
" appeared to be fo fond and zealous, he
" owned, the defire of power and riches was
" natural to all men ; but that he had learn-

" ed, both from reafon and from the gofpel,

" that this rauft be kept within due bounds,
" and not entrench upon the rights and li-

" berties of their fellow-creatures and coun-
" trymen." This bill of repeal met with great

oppofition from the high party in both houfes,

but at laft was pafled.

Thefe tranfactions tended to leffen the power
and influence of the high clergy and their

partifans : And to leave the king at liberty

to follow the impulfe of his liberality and be-

nevolence, in fecuring to all his fubjects their

natural rights of civil and religious liberty,

which encouraged the people called Quakers
to hope for the favourable opportunity they

waited for, to procure a folemn affirmation in

that fimplicity of form, which might afford them
univerfal relief.

In this year died at his feat at Rumcomb William

near Twyford in Buckinghamfhire, William j^and
Penn, proprietor of Penfylvania ; he had been chara&er,

for fome years in a declining ftate. So long

before as the year 1712, he had three fucceflive

Vol. IV. N fits,

Hiitory of all religions.
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fits, fuppofed to be apoplectic, by the laft of

which (although beyond all probability of ex-

pectation he furvived it) his underitanding and
memory were very much impaired, fo as to

render him incapable of public action for the

future. And notwithstanding the intermiffion

of his intellectual faculties, and the progrelTive

failure of his memory, his love to religion

and fenfe of religious enjoyments apparently

continued with him ; for he often went in his

chariot to the meeting at Reading, and there

fometimes uttered iliort, but very found and

favoury expreffions. One morning preparing

to go to meeting, he expreiTed his defire to

the Lord, that they might receive fome good

from him : And though he continued declin-

ing from year to year in his memory and
imderftanding, he ltill expreiTed himfelf fenfi-

blv at times. In the year 1716 fome of his

friends, who came to viiit him, taking their

leave, he faid, " My love is with you, the

" Lord preferve you, and remember me in the

" everlaiting covenant !" Thus, in the ab-

fence of his mental powers, and in his even-

ing repofe, his piety and innocency of heart

were ltill difcernible as the predominating quali-

ties in him. '

After a continued and gradual declenfion for

about fix years, his body drew near to its diiTo-

lution, and on the 30th day of the fifth month
1 y 1 8, in the 74th year of his agte, his foul,

prepared for a more glorious habitation, for-

fook the decayed tabernacle, which was interred

the 5th of the fixth month following, at Jordans
in Buckino-hamfhire.

For



PEOPLE called QJJAKERS. 179

For if a life of pure religion exerted active- CHAP,
ly in a conftant tenour of beneficence and good J

*

will to men, faithfully discharging his relative ^
duties, religious, moral, and political in every Ra-

tion of life ; and pafnvely in patient acquiefcence

in the divine will, and the teftimony of a good
confcience, in all his trials and fufterings (of

which he had his mare) a fimple reliance on
divine fupport under them, and on divine pro-

tection and power to work his deliverance,

can recommend to the favour of God : If

fighting the good fight of faith, and therein

being made conquerors and more than con-

querors over all our fpiritual enemies through

him that loved us, entitle, in any wife to the

crown of righteoufnefs, can we doubt his being

made a partaker of the promife of Chrift

;

Rev. 3. 21. " To him that overcometh,
" will I grant to fit with me in my throne,
" as I alio overcame and am fet down
M with my father in his throne." The ac-

count of his convincement and early trou-

bles therein, and the outlines of his principal

tranfaclions in life have been described in caurfe*

To expatiate on the eminency of his charac-

ter feems fuperfluous, the excellency thereof

being well known and generally admitted.

His writings (comprifed in two volumes folio)

are a (landing evidence of a clear head and a

good heart ; the institutions of his province,

of die depth of his undemanding ; and the

undeviating integrity of his life, of the purity

of his mind : and all his qualifications, natural

and acquired, applied to promote the inl of

religion and virtue, eitablifh his character on a

bafis firmer than written panegyrics.

N 1 * The
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chap. The parliament being taken up with various

II. matter? of public importance, particularly in
^-^

' 1720, the mvefligation of the fraudulent practice

<, \?
z°' in the fouth fea fcheme* and relieving the fuf-

Scheme. ferers

* An hiftorian remarks upon this sera to this purport, The
avarice of the times hid encreaf.d with the riches and the lux-

ury of the nation. Commerce introduced fraud, and wealth

into ;uced prKligal'ty j and religion, which might in fome
meafure put a ftop t -thefe evils, was too little regarded. The
whole nation was infected with a fpirit of avaricious enterprise.

Goldfmitk.

The people called Quakers endeavoured to guard their

members from the contagion, by the following cautionary ad-

vice, in the EphtL' from their Yearly Meeting, 1720. " As
" our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift exhorted to take heed and
" beware of covetoufnefs, (which is idolatry) we are concern-
" ed, that all profefling chriftiamty among us may take heed
" of pride, covetoufnefs, and haftening to be rich in this world,
" which are pernicious, growing evils ; let them be watched
*' againft, refifted and fupprefl'ed, in the fear and dread of
" Almighty God, and have no place or countenance in the
" church. O! ye grave elders, both men and women, pray
" be careful and watchful againft thefe evils, and over the

" flock in thefe cafes." And in the Epiftle of 1721,
" Whereas friends were weightily concerned to advife and
" caution, in the laft yearly Epiftle, all profefling with us, to

" take heed of pride, covetoufnefs, and haftening to be rich,

" as pernicious and growing evils; which advice having not

" been dulv regarded by fome, they have been unwarily drawn
" into fuch things as have tended not only to the difhonour of
" God, but alfo their own lofs and forrow. We therefore

" find ourfelves now again co n cerned, earneftly to prefs all

" friends to be diligent in the obfervation thereof: and to in-

" treat that fuch, who may have been fo milled, may come to

" a due fenfe of it, and fincerely repert.

" .And whereas, in our Epiftle of 1719, we did earneftly

" caution againft defrauding the king of his cuftoms, duties,

" or excifc, or encouraging fuch clandestine practices, by buv-
" ing goods reafcnably fufpe&ed to be run ; in which advice

" this
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ferers thereby, the favourable opportunity the chap.
people called Quakers were waiting for, to procure n.

a law for fuch form of affirmation, as might be v-^v-v^

more univerially eafy to their members, did not ! 72o.

occur till the next year, when being encouraged
with hopes offuccefs,they took fuch previous fteps

as appeared to them expedient to facilitate the pro-

grefs and palling of an acl: for that purpofe.

The firfl was an application of Jofeph Wyeth,
in a letter to the king, which it is fuppofed

was of good fervice to the caufe, as he was well 1721.

known and well refpecled by the king, whofe
countenance to the application was doubtlefs

greatly contributory to its fuccefs.

The next was a petition to parliament as fol-

loweth :

" The humble petition of the People called

" Quakers, on behalf of fuch of their friends

" who fcruple the prefent form of affirmation,

" Sheweth

" That they humbly beg, thankfully to re-

" member, that the firit legal privileges which,
" as a people they were favoured with, were
" granted in the reign of King William III.

" of happy memory, amonglt which privi-

" leges

" this meeting having in that epiftle been very particular, doth
" refer thereunto, and prefs the fame again ; and that friends
" do honellly a>;d cheerfully pay their tributes to the govern-
" ment, under which they enjoy protection. And as we warn
" againfl. the in juftice aforefaid, fo likewife againfh all the pro-
" voicing fins of this age, which draw down the heavy judg-
w ments of God."
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CHAP. " leges was, that their folemn affirmation fhould
li. " in certain cafes be accepted inftead of an

Vb^v^ " ooth, which being made perpetual in the
1 7 21 ' " fir it year of our prefent gracious fovereign,

" they now mod gratefully acknowledge : That
" they alfo beg leave to obferve, that many
" of their friends do confcientioufly fcruple
<e the prefent form of folemn affirmation, where-
" by they have fallen under great fufferings

" by imprifonment or lofs in their property,
" they being not able to anfwer in courts of
" equity, take probates of wills, prove debts
ce on commiffion of bankruptcies, verify their

" entries on the leather or candle act, take up
" their freedoms in corporations, be admitted
f ' to their polls on their freeholds, give evidence
" on behalf of others not of their perfua-
" fion, declare their fidelity to the prefent go-
" vernment, or take the effect of the abjuration
" as by law required, all which they humbly
Ci conceive are hardffiips, which by thefe acts

" were intended to be removed and prevented.

" The petitioners therefore moft humbly
" pvay, that leave be given to bring in a bill

" for fuch form of affirmation or declaration

" as may remove thefe difficulties, which many
" of them lie under, or fuch other relief as

" as you in your wifdom fhall fee meet. And
" your petitioners fhall pray."

The above petition was figned by one hundred
and thirty two friends.

Befides
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Befides thefe applications, others were made C H A p.

by particular friends to fuch members of both 11.

houfes, I prefume, as they were acquainted ^-^v*u

with, had influence upon, or were apprehend* l 7 2l :

ed to be friendly. Thomas Story, in particu- OI|7to foli-

lar, applied to the Earl of Carlifle, who readi- ^
tth

1

'? ;

f-
r •/• « i • n i • n it ling the Act.
iy promiled his mterelt and influence, and de-

fired his fon, ftiled the Lord Morpeth, to do

the fame in the houfe of commons, of which

he was a member. He advifed Thomas to make
his firft application to the Earl of Sunderland,

fecretary of ftate, and procured him an oppor-

tunity of fpeaking to him. Thomas informed

him, " that though the king, his miniflry, and
" the parliament intended the people called

" Quakers a great favour in perpetuating the

" affirmation ad:, as it then flood, yet it did
" not anfwer the end propofed ; for a great part

" of that people could not comply with it,

e * the terms, in their apprehenfion, importing a

" difference from the doctrine of Chrift." He
then produced the form of the act, and alfo

that which the meeting had agreed to, which,

when the Earl of Sunderland had perufed, he

faid, " You might have had the latter as foon
" as the former if you had applied for it ; for

" what we did was to ferve you in your own
" way ; and you yourfelves foliciting for it, we
" thought we had fully gratified you ; and were
" informed that a very few of you were dif-

" fatisfied with that form, and thofe a feci:

" among you, milled by Mr. Penn in difloy-

" alty to the government and in favour to the

" Pretender, and who did not defire it or. the

" prefent government, hoping for it by another
" in
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HAP." In time ; and thofe who were fatisned with

ii. " that form were Mr. Mead's friends, and prin-

—v—'
" cipled for the revolution and prefent govern-

172 1. " ment in the houfe of Hanover ; and one fort

" called Pennites and the other Meadites."*

To this Thomas Story replied, " This is only
" a calumny artfully invented to defame our
" fociety, and render the more diftreffed fuf-

" pected by the king and government, that we
" might receive no relief 5 and it is a great

£fc crueltv

* Remarks of the like kind were formerly made by King
William upon the perfonal application of fome friends to him
in relation to their fuffering for tithes, and preparing the way
for the firfl: Affirmation A6t. Whereby we may obferve how
Princes are frequently impofed upon, and fubjects mifreprefent-

ed, frequently unknown to them, where they have no opportu-

nity to vindicate themfelves. The King in the courfe of their

converfation, remarked, " You are a divided people and fome
" of . ou difaffedted to the government." To which George
Whitehead and others replied, " As we are a people we are
" not divided, but in union. Although fome have feparated
" from us, and therefore are not of us, mod of thefe were
" fome diforderly perfons, who were therefore denied by us."

To the latter charge George Whitehead replied, " Tis an hard
" matter for us to enter into the private affections of perfons

" without fome overt ad ; whereby we do not know that any
" of our friends have manifefted any difafFe&ion to the govern-
" ment ; for if we did certainly know, that any of thefe in

" communion with us, fhould in word or deed fliew any difaf-

" feftion to the prefent government, we fhould certainly dif-

" own them therein, and give teftimony againft. them. 'Tis
" true we have been afperfed and mifreprefented with fuch
" nicknames as Meadites and Pennites, as ifwe fet up fect-mafters

" among us, yet we own no fuch thing, but Christ Jesus to

*' be our only Mafter, as we are a chriilian fociety and people."

The King appeared ferious and well fatisfied, and befriended

Uiem in their applications for relief in both cafes.
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(e cruelty and hardfhip. I do not know or ever chap.
" heard of any fuch feci, party or parties among n.

" us, fo attached to William Penn or William
^""v^"'

" Mead, or any other perfon ; for we are not a '

" people fubject to be led by feet-mailers, but
•

' to follow God and Chrift only in matters of
" religion ; and as fuch, the denying of all

" oaths we believe to be a part of our duty.

" And as to thofe who are among us, who
" cannot comply with the prefent affirmation,

" I know they are as loyal to king George, and
" as true to his government, as any of his fub-

" je&s in all his dominions ; for I have lately

" been amongft them in a general way. And
* c the Earl of Carlifle himfelf likewife knows,
" that many of our friends, whom he hath re-

" lieved by his intereft, who had fuffered much
s< for non-compliance with the affirmation, were
" as loyal as any others."

The refult of this conference was fuch as o;aveo
the friends good hope of fuccefs, as they had

reafon to believe the Earl of Sunderland would
be their friend in their application to parlia-

ment.

Further applications were made to the duke
of Somerfet, the bifhops of Canterbury, York,
and Carlifle, who all behaved courteouily ; but

the archbifnop of York fignified he could not

befriend them in that cafe. It looks by thefe

applications, as if the greateil oppofition was ex-

pected in the houfe of peers.

The aforefaid petition being delivered, thepaffedby

houfe of commons complied with the requeft tke

thereof; but it produced a warm debate in the

houfe
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chap, houfe of peers. Several of the bifhops, who by

n. their oppofitiori, exceptions and amendments,
«

—

s-*~j contrived to form the affirmation into the fub-

172 1. ftance of an oath in their own opinions, as was

^ted^
y
the"

confefred hv fome of themfelves, and laid the

houfe of foundation for the prefent application, exerted

their endeavours to prevent the fuccefs thereof.

Atterbury. biihop of Rocheller, a a man of great

parts and great learning, but ambitious, facti-

ous and turbulent both in church and ftate ; the

champion of the high church party, and a de-

termined foe to the • difienting intereft, reflected

upon the people called Quakers upon this oc-

cafion with his accuftomed acrimony, faying,

" he did not know, why fuch a diftinguifhing

" mark of indulgence fhould be allowed to a
" fet of people who were hardly ckrijlians" b He
was feconded by the Earl of Stafford, Lords

North and Grey, and the Archbifhop of York
j

thefe were oppofed by the Earl of Sunderland,

the Duke of Argyle, White Kennet Bifhop of

Peterborough, the Earl of Hay, and the Earl of

Macklesfield ; and the queftion being put for

committing the bill, it was carried in the affir-

mative by fixty-four againfr. fourteen. On the

17th, 1 i
m0

. O. S. commonly called January, the

lords were to go into a grand committee on the

bill, but were prevented by an unexpected

petition from fome of the London clergy, which

was prefented by the Archbifhop of York, and

was as follows

:

To

a Burnet. b Hiftory of Religions.
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" To the right honourable the Lords Spiritual

" and Temporal in Parliament afiembled.

* c The humble* petition of the Clergy in and
" about London, with all fubmiffion,

" Sheweth,

" That there is a bill now depending in Petition of

" your Lordfliips houfe, entitled, An act for ^clergy
" granting the people called Quakers, fuch aform^ni!tit -

" of affirmation or declaration, as may remo-ve the

" difficulties, which many of them labour under.
" Which bill, mould it pafs into a law, as

" it may in its confequences nearly affect the
" property

* That this petition was looked upon in an unfavourable

light, and as procured to ferve a purpofe, by many of the

peers, is manifeft from the conference, which Thomas Story

relates, he had with the Duke of Sjmerfet on the day the bill

was palled. Thomas Story informed him, " that as he came,
" be heard both univerfities intended to petition againft the

" bill, as the clergy in and about London had already done,
" which might occahon much trouble and delay." The Duke
replied, " perhaps Oxford may attempt fomething that way,
ft being influenced by tne Biihops of York, Chefter, Rochef-
" ter, and the reft of that fort ; but if they mould, they are

" obnoxious. As to Cambridge they have done nothing,

" There are a fet of fellows calling themfelves the clergy in

" and about London, who have fent in a petition, wherein
" they pretend to blame both houfes of parliament for encou-
" raging a fedt, which they rank with Turks, Jews and other
" Infidels; as if we were to be impofed upon by them, and
" receive their dictates, or knew r.ot what to do without their

" directions : Befides we do not know who they are ; for there

" are five hundred of the clergy in rmd about London, and we
" find only fovty-one names to their petition, and thefe very
** obfeure."
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CHAP." property of the fubject in general, fo it will

ii. " in a more efpecial manner, endanger the
v—v-w « legal maintenance of the clergy by tidies j

»7^'« " inafmuch as the people called Quakers pre-
" tend to deny the payment upon a principle
" of confcience ; and therefore as your petiti-

" oners apprehend, may be under itrong in-

" ducements to eafe their confciences in that

" refpecl, by violating them in another, when
ci their fimple affirmation in behalf of friends

" of the fame perfuafion mall pafs in all courts
" of judicature for legal evidence.

" However, the injuries that your petitioners

" in their private affairs may poffibly fuffer,
£C are, as they ought to be, of fmall account
tc with them, in comparifon of the mifchiefs

" which may redound to fociety from the in-

" diligence intended, as it feems to imply, that

" juflice may be duly adminiilered, and go-
" vernment Supported, without the intervention
" of a folemn appeal to God, as a witnefs of
" the truth of what is faid, by all perfons, in

" all cafes, of great importance to the com-
" mon welfare ; whereas your petitioners are
" firmly perluaded, that an oath was inftituted

" by God himfelf, as the fureft bond of fidelity

" among men, and hath been efleemed, and
" found to be fo, by the wifdom and experience
" of all ages and all nations.

" But that which chiefly moves your petiti-

" oners to apply to your lordihips, is their feri-

" ous c6ncern, left the minds of good men
" fnould be grieved and wounded, and the
cc enemies of chriRianity triumph, when they
** fhall fee fuch condefcenfions made, by a.

" chriitian
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" chriftian legiflature, to a fet of men who chap.
" renounce the divine inftitution of Chrift, ..

11.

44 particularly that by which the faithful are ^—"/—-

'

44 initiated into his religion, and denominated iJ 21 -

" chriflians ; and who cannot, on this account,
44 according to the uniform judgment and prac-
44

tice of the catholic church, be deemed worthy
" of that facred name.

" Your petitioners moreover crave leave to

" reprefent to your Lordihips, that, upon the
44 bed information they can get, the inflances
44 wherein any Quaker hath refufed the folemn
" affirmation, prelcribed by an acl in the feventh
" and the eighth year of William III. have,
" from the palling of that act to this day,
44 been exceeding rare ; fo that there might be
44 ground to hope, that the continued ufe of
44 the faid folemn affirmation would, ' by de-
" grees, have entirely cured that people of all

44 thofe unreafonable prejudices againft an oath,
" which the favour defigned them by this
44

bill may tend to flrengthen and confirm.
44 And your petitioners humblv leave it to

" your lordihips wife deliberations, whether
" iuch an extraordinarv indulgence granted to
44 a people already, as is conceived, too numer-
44 ous, may not contribute to multiply their

" feci:, and tempt perfons to profels them-
44 felves Quakers, in order to be exempted
" from the obligation of oaths, and to ltand
44 upon a foot of privilege not allowed to
44 the bed chriflians in the kingdom. Your
" petitioners therefore humbly hope, that thefe
44 and other confederations which may oiler
44 themfelves to your lordihips great wifdom,

44 may
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C H A P. " may induce your lordfhips not to give your
II.

Ci confent to the palling of this bill into a
a ].

.:•:.

I 7 2 I.

" And your petitioners mall ever pray, Sec."

The archbifhop of York fpoke in behalf of

this petition, and moved that it might be read
;

and he was feconded by feveral bifhops and
noblemen. However, the petition was branded

as a feditious libel, and rejected by the majo-

rity. On the 1 8th i i
m0

. O. S. called January,

the lords wTent into a committee on the bill,

and after reading the fir ft clauffi, the archbi-

fhop of Canterbury moved, that the Quakers
affirmation might not be allowed in courts of

judicature, but among themfelves ; and the

The bill archbifiiop of York moved for a ciaufe, that the

• Quakers affirmation mould not go in any fuit

at law for tithes ; but a te, the

queition being put thereupon, was carried in

the negative; by fifty two voices mty-

one ; and the queftion being put in the houfe,

whether the bill mould pais, it was refolved in

the affirmative.

Bv this bill the affirmation was eftablifhed in

this fimple form, /, A. B. do fqlemnly, fincercly,

and truly dechire and . eafe and re-

lief was extended univerfa'lly to the members of

this fociety in refpeQ; to oralis, and to the in-

conveniencies and loffes in their commercial en-

ments, to which, en many occafions they

were liable, through . icapacity to give a

o®y without injuring the peace of

their own conicienccs

;

tiich favour they

were
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were thankful, in the fir ft place, to 'that divine C H A P.

Being, who turneth the hearts of Kings and n.

Princes ; and next, to the king and his minif- v—-v^>
ters for their particular favour, as exprefted in *721 -

the epiftle from their next yearly meeting 1722,

as follows :

" We acknowledge the goodnefs of God, m-rheyearly
" difpofmg the legiflature to grant us, the laft meetings

" femon of parliament, fuch form of affirmation, ledgment of

" as, by accounts received, we find very fatis- th£lavn:r -

" faftory to all the brethren ; for which we are,

" truly thankful to God, and thofe in autho-
" rity. And as we are well fatisfied with the care
" of friends in London, in their addreffing the
" king thereupon, and thankful for his excel-

" lent and favourable anfwer, fo alfo with their

" care in writing and difperfmg the late epiftle

" of caution concerning the ufe thereof. Which
" good advice this meeting re. ids with
c " the ereateft eaeernefs, that there be no other
" than an honed and confcientious ufe made of
" this farther indulgence granted us."

Of the Epiftle referred to in the foregoing

paragraph, this is a copy :

" An Epiftle of caution to friends in general, Epiftle of

" relating to the folemn affirmation, from a "SgX"
" meeting held in London the 2d of the firft u ' c thereof.

" month, January, 172 1-2.

" Dear Friends and Brethren,

" This meeting, under a weighty fenfe of the
" great favour, which it hath pleafed the Lord

" to
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' to incline the heart of the king and thofe in
' the government to grant us, by paffing into a
i law a form of folemn affirmation, which will

' remove the confcientious fcruples many friends
i lay under (and thereby enable all to followr

6 their lawful occupations, trades and concerns,
' without lett or hindrance on any account)
£ doth find a concern to recommend to all

6 friends in their quarterly, monthly, and par-
6 ticular meetings, where this law doth or may
4 extend.
" That they in an efpecial manner have a

' watchful eye and overnght of their feveral

' members, that this great favour be not abufed
s or mifufed by any profeffing truth with us.

" Our blefied Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrifl
4 told his difciples, Ye are the light of the world,
' a city fet on a hill cannot he hid. And in every
c age, as many as do walk in obedience to
i

his gofpel, mull unavoidably be fo : the daily

' crofs andfelf-denial, which he doth enjoin

' (thofe fure tokens of a chriftian difcipline)
i are public marks eafily feen, and readily ob-
: ferved by thofe with whom we have occafion

' of bufmefs or converfe, and our tranfacling
c hereof with uprightnefs, juftice and modera-
' tion, will fhew that we have an awful regard
i to our Lord Jefus Chrifl:, whom we acknow-
' ledge and declare to be cur great lawgiver and
' example.
" The great end and defign of the new co-

* venant, grace and truth, which is come by
' him, is to draw men into obedience to his
; law written in the heart, by which only the
:

infide can be made clean, and according
'" to the degrees of obedience to this divine

" law,
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" law, which the apoftle calls the law of the CHAP-

" fpirit of life in Chrifl jfefus, the proper effect
llm

" thereof will appear, that is, the outfide will
V-""V'—

'

" be clean alfo. Hereby truth, juftice, righte- "
2

" oufnefs and charity, will fhine forth in the
" words and actions of fuch, and then may
" truly be applied to them the faying of Chrift,

" a city that isfet upon a hill cannot be hid.

" Befide the inward engagements of this di-

" vine law, to fpeak and act according to truth,

" there is at this time alfo an outward engage-
" ment, which the government hath laid upon
" us, not only by the favour of this act, but
<c alfo by the manner wherein they have con-
" firmed it. For in the preamble it is faid

—

* It is evident that the faid people called Qua-
6 kers have not abufed the liberty and indul-

* gence allowed them by law.'

" Which teflimony of the legiflature con-
" cerning the ufe of the late folemn affirmation,

" upon twenty-five years experience, ought at

" lead to ftir up all friends to great watchful-
" nefs and care, in the ufe of this further eafe

" and relief, that this teftimony may be con-
" tinued, and thereby confirm the government
" in their favourable fentiments concerning
€c us.

" And feeing this fignal indulgence may
* c draw the eyes and obfervations of many
" people upon us, it may be expected ai:-:ong

" thefe, fome will look on us with an evil eye,

" watch for our halting, and feek occafion a-

" gainft us upon any mis-ufe or abufe of this

" legal privilege, which any profefling truth

" with us, or but bearing the name, mould fall

" into, or commit.
Vol. IV. O « FirfL
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hap. « Firft, therefore, that there be no miftffe

" of this favour, we do earneftly defirc
•^^^^ « and entreat, that the feveral meetings do

" advife and exhort friends that they watch
" againft all vexatious and trifling caufes of
4< differences, and not for any fuch caufc im-
" plead or commence fuits of law upon the en-
" couragement of this folemn affirmation, for

" that would certainly be a- perverting the good
" defign of the government, in gran-ting ttiere-

" of, and muft be deemed a great mifufe of this

" privilege.

" Secondly, that there be no abufe thereof
" committed, we do in like manner intreat and
" defire that friends may be exhorted and ad-
" vifed, when any juft and valuable occafion
" doth require any to make ufe of this affir-

" mation, that fuch friend or friends be very
" confiderate and fure of the truth of what
" they are about to affirm ; for where property
" or liberty are concerned, a falfe or corrupt
" evidence is very injurious, and may prove
" deflruclive ; befides it ought on all occafions
" to be remembered, that a falfe witnefs JhaH
" not be unptmi/hed, and be that Cpeaketh lies

" pall not efcape*, and that the command, thou
" /halt not bear falfe witmfsf, is as well in the
" gofpel as in the law, and that all liars Jhall
" have their -part in the lake which burneth with

"fire and brimjhne\. To thefe inward obliga-
" tions on the confcience of truth fpeaking,
" there is alfo added the outward guard of pains,
•* penalties and forfeitures, to be infli&ed on
w fuch as (hall lawfully be convicted of wilful,

* Prov. xix. 5. f Rom. xiii. 9, % Rev. xxi. 8.

" falfe
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j' falfe and corrupt affirming or declaring, as if c H A Pi

?< the fanie perfon had been convicted of wil- llm

" ful and corrupt perjury.

" We cannot omk alfo to remind you, that
'

" mould any under our name, fo far depart
" from the righteous law of God, as herein to
" become guilty, they will thereby cdntratt to
" themfelves perpetual infamy, and to the
" body whereof they may pretend to be mem-
" bers, very great fcandal and reproach, and
" fuch inftances repeated, might provoke the go-
" vernment to deprive us of this great benefit.

" How great would be the load of guilt on any,
" who mould be the occafion thereof!

" Let it therefore be confidered that the
" ground of our petitioning and foliciting for

" this further eafe and relief was a conicien-
<c cious fcruple ; how infamous therefore would
" it be for any who profefs a fcruple to fwear
" at all, at the fame time to be guilty of falfe

" affirming, and while they pretend to great
" degrees of purity, to fall fhort of common-
" honefty ; it is indeed among the higheft de-
c? grees of hypocrify, a crime abhorred by God
" and man.
" Dear friends, under the very weighty con-

" fideration of thefe things, this epiflle is re-
<c commended to you, in order to ftir up all to
*c be careful upon every occafion to prevent
*' the many evils and mifchiefs which may en-
" fue upon the abufe of fo great a favoury
<c which care we think may in fome meafure be
" anfwered by two or three faithful and judi-
** cious friends, attending the affizes and quar-
** ter feffions in every county, whereby they
* ( may be of fervice in feveral refpecls ; as

O i " nrft
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c h a p. « fafc^ if there mould come to thofe courts any
II. « pretending to be Quakers, and under that
^^^ " pretence require to be admitted to our fo-

»7 2 *- « lemn affirmation, and thereby excufe them-
" felves from an oath, which they may hold as

" a great fanction, to the prejudice of an honeft
" caufe, which may fuffer through fuch deceit

;

" while in truth they are not Quakers, nor by
" us reputed fuch ; here friends will be at hand
" to detect fuch impoftors. Secondly, they will

" have fervice in advifmg any friends, who may
" be obliged to attend either at the afiizes or
" feffions in any caufe, wherein they may ftand
" in need, as alfo to be aflifting to any friend,

" that no impofitions, or addition of words be
" put to the affirmation, either unwarily or de-
" fignedly, by any officer, with purpofe to en-
" fnare.

" To all thefe particulars we think it necef-

" fary to add, and very earneftly and tenderly
" to recommend to all friends, that as much as

" may be they avoid all difputes and differen-
cc ces with their neighbours, and as much as

" poffible
d follow peace with all men; and in a

" particular manner we do prefs' that all dif-

" putes and differences between friends be avoid-

" ed, or if any do happen, that earned: endea-
tc vours be ufed, by accommodation or equita-

" ble and impartial reference to end themwith-
tc out going to law, that fo the rebuke of the
" apoflle may not neceifarily be applied to any,
* c * now therefore there is utterly a fault among
" you, becaufe ye go to law with one another.

* Hcb. xii. 1 4.
e Cor. vi. 7.

" Dear
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" Dear friends, thefe things in a chriftian chap.
" concern of mind we have reprefented, in or- II#

" der that all may be ftirred up to an humble
v-*-v~~'

" and faithful walking, not as knowing that any l
~/22 '

" will fall ihort in the above particulars. f But,
" beloved, we are perfuaded better things ofyou ;
<c and things that accompany falvation, though
" we thus /peak.

" Signed in and on behalf of the faid meeting by

" BENJAMIN BEALING."

By an aft, 22 Geo. II. 1749, * the affirma- 1749.

tion was made perpetual, and to operate in all Affir^ion

cafes, wherein by any act or acls of parliament aiicafcs,

°

now in force, or hereafter to be made, an oath whe
.

ther

is required, although no particular or exprefs exprcifed in

mention be made for that purpofe in fuch act r
anyad:or

atts, with the fame force as an oath, except in

criminal cafes, to ferve on juries, or to bear any
office or place of profit in the government.

In

f Heb. vi. 9.

* In an a<5t, intitled an ad for continuing feveral laws, and

for allowing the Quakers to make affirmation, &c. is the fol-

lowing claufe ;
" A.nd whereas a doubt hasarifen whether the

folemn affirmation or declaration of the people called Quakers,

prefcribed by an act made in the eighth year of the reign of

his law majefly king George the firft, intitled an act for grant-

ing the people called Quakers fuch forms of affirmation or

declaration as may remove the difficulties, which many of them
lie under, can be allowed and taken inftead of an oath, in

any cafe wherein by any a<5l or acls of parliament an oath is

required, unlefs the faid affirmation or declaration be by fuch

ac~l or a&s of parliament particularly and exprefsly directed to

b«
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CHAP. in this year that eminent minifter and fervice?
II# able member of this fociety, George White-

,*^v^>
head, of the city of London, departed this life ;

Account of whofe religious labours for the convincement

p. whit.-- and edification of friends, fufferinejs for his tef-
jjtead.

°

be allowed and taken inftead of fuch oath, by reafon of which

doubt the teftimony of the faid people called Quakers is fre-

quently refufed, whereby the faid people, and • others requir-

ing their evidence, are fubject to great inconvenien.cies ; there-

fore, for removing the faid doubt, be it enacted and declared,

by the authority aforefaid, that in all cafes wherein by any

aft or acts of parliament now in force, or hereafter to be

made, an oath is or (hall be allowed, authorized, directed

or required, che folemn affirmation or declaration of any of

jhe people called Quakers, in the form prefcnbed by the faid

act made in the eighth year of his faid late majefry's reign,

fhall be allowed and taken inftead of fuch oath, although no

particular or exprefs provifion be made for that purpofe in

fuch act or acts ; and all perfons who are or {ball be ati-

thorized or required to adminiirer fuch oath, fhall be, and

are hereby authorized and required to adminifter the faid af-

firmation or declaration ; and the faid folemn affirmation or

declaration fo made, as aforefaid, fhall be adjudged and taken,

and is hereby enacted and declared to be of the fame force

and effect, to all intents and purpofes, in all courts of juftice,

and other places, where by law an oath is or fhall be allowed,

authorized, directed or required, as if fuch Quaker had taker,

an oath in the ufual form ; and if any perfon making fuch af-

firmation or declaration fhall be lawfully convicted of having

wilfully, falfely and corruptly affirmed or declared any mat-

ter or thing, which, if the fame had been depofed upon oath

in the ufual form would have amounted to wilful and corrupt

perjury, every perfon fo offending fhall incur and fufFer the like

pains, penalties and forfeitures, as by the laws and ftatutes of

this realm are to be inflicted on perfons convicted of wilful

and corrupt perjury. Provided neverthelefs, and be it en-

acted, that no Quaker fhall, by virtue of this act, be qualified

or permitted to give evidence in any criminal cafes, or to

ferve on juries, or bear any office or place of profit in the go-

vernment ; any thing herein contained to the contrary not-

with (landing.

"

timony
s
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timony, and repeated felicitations to the govern- CHAP.

ment, under a fympathetic concern for the relief ^^
of his friends under fuffering, have fupplied confi-

derable materials for different parts of this hiftory,

and thereby the prefent narrative of his life and

actions may be comprized in a review of his

early years, his convincement and his character,

by his friends who were personally acquainted

with him.

He was born at Sun-bigg, in the parifh of

Orton, in the county of Weftmorland, about

the year 1636, of honeft and reputable parents,

who gave him a good education at the free-

fchool of Blencoe in Cumberland, where he

made a confiderable proficiency in thofe called

the learned languages. As to profeffion of re-

ligion he was brought up in the fociety of the

Prefbyterians. But perceiving pretty early in

life, about the 14th year of his age, that thofe

people and miniflers did not in life and conver-

fation act up to the purity of their profeilions,

he could not cordially join with them, before he

had heard of the exiilence of fuch a people as

thofe diftinguimed by the reproachful denomina-

tion of Quakers ; and being influenced with^ a

fecret deiire after fomething more fubftantial

than he was yet acquainted with, was at a lofs

where to find what he wanted, and became even

bewildered in the fearch.

Having about this time fome religious dif-

courfe with fome fober-minded young men, by

whom he heard of a few people called Quakers

at Sedbergh in Yorkfhire, and in the barony of

Kendal in Weftmorland, he concluded to go to

a meeting of theirs, which was held at Captain

Ward's, at Sunny-Bank near Grayrig ; and here

we
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i°o HISTORYofthe
chap, we have an inftance that a very few words fpo-

n. ken from a heart affected with an inward fenfe of
a divine impremon may be more effectual under
divine influence, to fix the befl impreflions on
the minds, of others, than the moft elaborate
difcourfes of lettered eloquence, as a fhort re-
commendation of a little captive maid, was con-
ducive to the healing the Affyrian captain of his
leprofy. He was fenfible as he fat in the meet-
ing, of the work of the power of the Lord, re-
ducing, humbling and contriting the fpirits of
the people, although but few words were fpoken,
affecting them with great forrow and weeping,
which he believed to be the godly forrow which
produceth unfeigned repentance ; and feeing a
young maid go mourning out of the meeting,
he felt an inclination to follow her ; he law her
fitting on the ground, with her head bow-
ed down, and apprehending herfelf alone,
me gave vent to ihe fulnefs of her heart, in
this fhort ejaculation, " Lord make me clean !

" O Lord, make me clean!" which he faid,
" did more deeply and reachingly affect my
sc

heart than what I had heard fpoken in the
" meeting, and more than all the preaching that
" ever I heard from man to man."
He continued, being fo perfuaded in appre-

henfion of duty, to frequent the affemblies of
thefe people, who were as yet but few in num-
ber, in comparifon of what he lived to fee them,
notwithstanding he met with much oppofition
and many hard fpeeches from fome near rela-
tions and others, who were under the influence
of the priefts or preachers of the age, by whom
this people was much mifreprefcnted.

As
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As his mind turned to the true light which c HAP<

enlighteneth every man that cometh into the worlds -*

he was thereby illuminated to fee his inward

and outward (late to be in the degeneration, de-

praved, corrupted and alienated from the life of

Chrifl ; that he had a fpiritual warfare to en*

gage in and accomplifh, and a body of fin to

put off, though not grown to that maturity or

flrength, as in many of thofe of riper years, who
by fuffering their propenfity to evil to grow ha-

bitual, are drawn into grofs enormities, by which
he, being in the innocency of his youth, was as

yet untainted ; neverthelefs he now faw a necef-

fity of being cleanfed from fin, and being born

again, to be redeemed not only from vifible

evils, but from levity, vain thoughts and ima-

ginations, and wanderings of mind ; which were
fo burdenfome and uneafy to him, that he ear-

neftly prayed for power to fupprefs and get the

viclory over them, and flay his mind that he

might obtain inward peace.

And as he was careful to wait for it in filence

and flilnefs, he was gradually favoured with the

power he defircd ; the meetings he frequented,

he informs us, were much fpent in filence, yet as

they came to experience viclory over fin, and
the work of fan&ification advancing, they were
fometimes filled with the word of life, and then

from the fulnefs of the heart his mouth (among
fome others) was opened to utter a few words
for edification and comfort to each other.

It was out of thefe meetings, frequently held

in filence, he faith, the Lord was pleafed to

raife up and fend forth living witneffes of his

power and faithful minifters of the gofpel in

thofe early days in Weftmorland and other

northern
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CHAP, northern counties ; and that he was not the leafs:

II# in qualification and fervice is abundantly manifeft
- " ' in feveral parts of this hiflory.
1/Z

-' He was one whom the Lord had fitted and
prepared by his holy fpirit for the work where-
unfo he was called, and whereby he was one of

die mod able minifters of the gofpel in his day.

As he was deep in the experience of the work of

redemption and reconciliation to God, through

Jefus Chrift our Lord, he was frequently opened
in his teftimony, to unfold the myfteries of the

heavenly kingdom, in the clear demonftration of

the fpirit and power, dividing the word aright,

to the opening of the underftandings of many
unacquainted with the work of pure religion;

and to the comforting, confirming and eftablifh-

ing thofe, who were not unacquainted therewith,

in their endeavours after a growth and advance-

ment therein.

He was not only a zealous aiTerfor of the true

faith and doctrine of Chrift in a found and intel-

ligible teftimony ; but was frequently engaged to

take up his pen in vindication thereof againft ad-

verfaries and oppofera, as well as on many other

occafions, and was careful through a long courfe

of life to adorn the doctrine of the gofpei by a

circumspect conduct and religious converfation,

wherein the fruits of the fpirit, love, joy, long-

fufFering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, meek-
nefs and temperance, did eminently mine forth,

to the glory of God and reputation of his reli-

gious profefiion.

This chriftian deportment, and his affable dif-

poution procured him refpect and efteem amongft

moft people of all ranks, who were acquainted

with his worth ; which was conducive to open
his
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ills way to that part of his public fervice, where- c H A p *

in he was eminently engaged, viz. in folicita-
_

n
*_

tion to feveral kings, parliaments, bifhops and

other perfons in authority, for the relief and re-

leafe of his friends Suffering under fevere per-

fection and grievous impriibnments ; in exert-

ing itrenuous endeavours for liberty of confci-

ence, and for relief in the cafe of oaths, in which

benevolent interventions on behalf of his bre-

thren, the foregoing pages exhibit his diligence,

often through the divine bleffmg crowned with

fuccefs.

He was a good example to the flock in all his

conduct, and particularly in his diligent attend-

ance of meetings for worfhip on nrit and week
days, and other meetings for the fervice of

truth, fo long as he was favoured with ability of

body ; zealous to fupport good order and difci-

pline in the church ; as he was careful to lay

hands fuddenly on no man, he was equally cau-

tious not to be hafty in calling any off, while

any hopes of their recovery remained ; condef-

cending to the weak, and reproving tranfgreffors

in the meeknefs of wifdom, for their preferva-

tion in an orderly converfation, and the unity

of the fpirit in the bond of peace.

He was a tender father in the church, full of

compaflion to the poor, and fympathy with

friends under affiiclion in body or mind ; a di-

ligent vifitor of the fick, and a comforter of the

mourners ; active to prevent and induftrious to

compofe differences.

Suftained by the confcioufnefs of a well-fpent

life, he palled the laft infirmities of age with chris-

tian patience antf resignation to the divine will,

defiring but in fubmiffion thereto, to be diffbhed

and
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chap. anj fe ^iffo Cbri/i, faying, tbejiing of death was

taken away; and a little before his departure, he

172* exprelTed himfelf to this purport, "that he had
" taken a review of his life, his labours and tra-

" vels, that he had gone through fince his firfh

" convincement, that he looked upon them
" with abundance of comfort and fatisfac~tion,

" and admired how the prefence of the Lord
" had carried him through al!.'*

By a gradual decay of the earthly tabernacle,

full of years, and full of peace, he palTed out

of this life to a better, in the 87th year of his

age, the 8th day of the ift month, commonly
called March, O. S. 172-^, and was buried in

friends burying ground, Bunhill Fields, amongft
many of his ancient brethren, the 13th of the

fame : his funeral was attended by a very large

number of friends and others.
rncruis t« j± friend in Cheder, who had a right thereto,

cd to the being refufed his freedom of the city upon the
freedom of

f {errm affirmation, and the cafe being laid be-

tions, upon fore ferjeant Chefhire, he gave the following opi-
theirfoiemn

j j « j t refolved in the cafe of the
amrmaticn * .

"

." King agamlt the Mayor of Lincoln, on a
" mandamus, to admit one Morris to his free-

" dom ; that a Quaker ought to be admitted to

" his freedom, on his making a folemn affir-

r? mation or declaration, and, if refufed, may
" properly bring his mandamus on motion in

" the court of King's Bench." Since which,

friends who have a right, have been admitted to

their freedom of corporations, upon their folemn

affirmation.

1723. This year Richard Claridge of London de-

parted this life. He was a native of War-
wickfnire, the eldefl fon of William Claridge

of



PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 20^

of Farmborough. His parents were fober re- c H A p-

ligious perfons of good reputation and good
circumftance ; and being members of the church

^-^^^

of England, they brought up their fon in that ^ z ^'

way, and gave him what is termed a learned

education ; he was continued at the grammar
fchool till he attained a competent knowledge
both of the Latin and Greek languages, and in

the feventeenth year of his age was entered a_

fludent at Baliol college in Oxford. He took

his degree of Batchelor of Arts in 1670, and
was the fame year ordained deacon ; and in

1672 ordained prieft in the king's chapel, Weft-

minfter, by Walter Blandford bifhop of Worcef-

ter.

He was foon after advanced to the recto-

ry of Peopleton in Worcederlhire, where he

taught a grammar fchool and kept boarders

feveral years with confiderable reputation and
fuccefs. During his refidence here, his own ac-

counts inform us, he was at times actuated by
a fenfe of duty, but not uniformly fo. Some-
times he was very ftricl and fevere in his con-

verfation, and at other times too remifs and
unguarded. Sometimes he feemed to have a

zeal for God and a folicitude for the well-

being of his own foul ; but again this religious

concern would wear away, and a ftate of luke-

warmnefs to either fucceeded. Yet, although

he had not attained to a liability in righteoui-

nefs, he was very induftrious in performing

the cuftomary exercifes of his office. He ftu-

died clofely in compofmg his fermons, and

delivered his compofitions writh an appearance

of fervency and affection which were very

taking
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c h a i». taking with his auditory, by whom he was gene-
H. rally well efteemed.

^*^ In this unfettled ftate he continued many
7aj

' years ; but the Lord did not fuffer him tc
continue therein, without the reproofs of his
holy fpirit. He was often vifited by the day-
fpring from on high, and his candle was of-
ten lighted, though for want of due watchful-
nefs he fuffered the light to be eclipfed through
tranfgreffion.

About the year 1687, the 15th of his in-
cumbency at Peopleton, through the operation
of divine grace upon his fpirit, he was brought
to a ferious conlideration ' of his ways, and a
dearer fight of the (late of his foul, what it

was, and what it ought to be 5 under which
view fin was manifefted to be exceeding finful,

and his foul was forely afflicted under the'fenfe
and burden of it. Under the weight of that god-
ly forrow, which leads to repentance not to
be repented of, feeking reft and finding none,
he took a journey to London in the month
called April 1689, hoping to receive confola-
tion and inftruclion from the miniflry of fome
preachers there of great account.

He fpent fome weeks in London,* during
which time he went to hear fundry preachers
of eminence, both epifcopalians and dilfenters

;

but although fome of their remarks made an
impremon on his mind, yet upon the whole,
being too much difappointed in his view of
receiving fome fpiritual confolation, to relieve

the anxiety of his mind, he returned home
again to Peopleton, where he applied himfelf
fee the work of repentance j and through di-

vine
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"ine amftance he was enabled to reform his c H A p-

converfation, and to perfevere in a ibber and

religious deportment with more liability than

heretofore.

And now being awakened to a feeling fenfe

of his own ftate, and to a diligent enquiry af-

ter the fafe and fare way to falvation, he was
much exercifed in reading the fcriptures, in

order to trace it out therebv ; and his under-

Handing being illuminated by that true Kgh*

which enlighteneth every man that Com-
eth into the world, was opened to difcover

that many things in the doctrine, practice,

worihip and ceremonies of the church -of Eng-
land, were not derived from this pure foun-

tain, but were the appointments and contri-

vances of men, and therefore not lawful for him,.

not being of faith, to continue in the practice

of.

The following texts often occurring to his

remembrance, and being applicable to his pre-

fent cafe, he efteemed them as fpoken to him-

felfy viz. Mat. xv, 8, 9, " This people draweth
" nigh me with the mouth, and honoureth
" me with their lips, but their hearts are far

" from me ; but in vain do they worfhip me,
" teaching for doclrines the commandments of
*•'' men." And 2 Cor. vi. 17, " Come out from
" among them, and be ye feparate, faith the
u Lord ; touch not the unclean thing, and I will

•' receive you."

Yet he found it no eafy matter to yield full

obedience to his convictions, fo far as to leave

the communion of the national church : both

honour and intereft lay at (take. It was a

fevere
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° H
u
A P êvere tr^ °f n * s faith, and hard to flem and

v.^.^, blood, to relinquish a good living and a cer-

I72 , tain revenue, and to depend on Providence for a
future fupport. He felt all the force of the

natural reluctance in the profpect of the cer-

tain confluence of his change, that he who
had been a minifter of that chu:ch, well ap-

proved for wifdom and judgment near twenty

years, fhould expofe himfelf to contempt and
reproach, and be counted as a fool by thofe

who formerly held him in honour. Thefe con-

fiderations retarded his refolution for fome
time ; but his fupplication to the Almighty
for Strength, to act faithfully to the convicti-

ons of his grace, was mercifully granted, fo

that in the io310 December 1691, he volunta-

rily refigned his parochial charge, and the in-

come annexed thereto, into the hands of the

bilhop of Worcester, by a legal infrrument,

as he could now keep neither with a good con-

icience.

He had a confiderable time before contract-

ed an acquaintance with fome leading men
amongft the baptifts in his neighbourhood,

and bv the conferences he had held with them,

judging them to approach nearer the primitive

pattern, he joined himfelf to their fociety.* And,
as he had forefeen, his change brought upon
him many reproaches, flanders and falfe infi-

nuations and accufations, fo that he was even

amazed at the hidden change in thofe men,
with whom, whilit of their communion, he

was in reputation for wifdom and integrity,

who now reprefented him as fcarcely entitled

to the character of common konejiy ; but he

was
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was ftrengthened by divine grace to bear re- c H A P.

proach and calumny with patience, not to re- 1.1.

turn reviling for reviling, but to pray for his ^^
enemies, and to commit his caufe to him who 723>

judgeth righteoufly.

He had not been long a member before he

became a preacher amongft the baptifts, not

as pallor of any particular congregation, but

in fundry neighbouring meetings, as his free-

dom or inclination drew him ; fometimes at Bre-

don, the place of his prefent refidence, at other

times at Tewkfbury, Broomfgrove, Perfhore, and

other places adjacent*

After he had continued in this itinerant

line of preaching feveral months, in the 5™.

1692, he received an invitation from the bap-

tift meeting at the Bagnio in Newgate ftreet,

London, to come and fettle among them as

their minifter, to which he confented, and re-

moved to London the latter end of that year,

and was a very conflant and diligent preach-

er amongft them for upwards of two years j

whether he received any falary I know not, but

find that at this time he took a houfe in George's-

court, Clerkenwell, and kept a grammar fchool

there for feveral years.

In the year 1695 he refigned his paftoral

charge, yet dill preached frequently in one^ or

other of the baptilt meetings in or about the city,

refilling to be any more limited to a particu-

lar affembly, though requefted thereunto by

the call or invitation of the baptilt church

meeting in Virginia-ftreet ; but he could not

comply° therewith, being now convinced that a

church's call was not a fufficient authority for

Vol. IV. P preaching
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chap, preaching the gofpel ; that bargain and con-

ii. tract, and preaching by notes, are not autho-
<L^~V""° rized by the holy fcriptures. He continued,
I72 3' notwithftanding, to preach at times in their

meetings fame months longer, and then from
an apprehenfion of the weighty nature of the

work and his own unfitnefs for it, he entire-

ly declined the function of preaching amongft

them, and foon after began by degrees to with-

draw from their communion. For although

he found among them a ferious remnant,

founder in doctrine, holier in life, and to

have lefs of human invention in their worfhip

than thofe of the national way ; yet they ap-

peared far {fiort of that purity in faith,

worfhip and difcipline, by which the primitive

chriflians of the apoftolic age were diftin-

guifhed. Their difpenfation, he perceived, was
that of John, a lower difpenfation, which was
to vanifh, and to give way to a higher, the

difpenfation of the fpirit, which was to abide

for ever. Here God teaches his people him-

felf.

Being thus far illuminated into the nature

of pure and fpiritual religion, he felt his mind
affected with anxious folicitude to become more
nearly acquainted with this higher difpenfation

;

which induced him frequently in folitude and

filence to pour out fecret and fincere fupplica-

tions to the Almighty, for greater degrees of the

illumination of his fpirit, to direct him aright

in his fearch after this defirable attainment,

who was pleafed by the gradual manifestati-

ons and difcoveries of his divine light to make
him acquainted with Ghrifl Jefus in his in-

ward
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ward and fpiritual appearance in his heart. And chap.
now upon a ferious enquiry into the princi- n *

pies and practices of the people called Qua-
v-^v>,w'

kers, and comparing them with the fcriptures
x
' 2 $'

of truth, and the impreffions upon his own
mind, he found that agreement therewith,

which induced him to attend fome of their meet-

inss -

Here meeting with the fatisfa&ion which his

foul had long been in fearch of, finding their

miniftry affecting and edifying, and their meet-

ings frequently attended with the divine pre-

fence, miniftring confolation and refrefhment

to weary and waiting fouls ; as he was fa-

voured amongfl: them to tafte of the good
word of life, and a participation of the powers

of the world to come, thofe meetings became
more and more defirable, and he quickly became
a conftant attender of them.

He did not upon his entering into this fo-

ciety appear as a minifter amongfl them ; but

being illuminated with a clear difcerning of

the infufficiency of external forms and fhadowy
adminiflrations, he applied himfelf to feek after

the attainment of the real fubflance of pure

religion, waiting in humility and filence to

hear the voice of fhrift internally revealed.

In this Hate of humble filence and patient

waiting upon God, he remained a considerable

time, pafTmg through the difpenfation of con-

demnation, under which he was humbled and
judged, not only in the view of pafl deficiencies

and prefent fhortnefs of purity as in the fight

of God, but even for his former preaching

in his own will, wifdom and time j fo that he

P 2 dared
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CHAP, dared not again to open his mouth in a pub-
n - lie affembly, until he felt himfelf relieved from

v-/'v^-' this proving and humbling difpenfation, and
*7 2 3* f far refined thereby as to witnefs the mini-

itration of life and peace, and the immedi-

ate operation of the holy fpirit moving him
to pray or preach as he might be pleafed to

afford both matter and utterance. His firft

appearance as a minifter amongft this people

was in a meeting at Sarah Sawyer's in Alderf-

gate-ftreet, London, the 24th of the 8th month,

1697, and above nineteen months after he had
defifted from preaching among the baptifts.

His teftimony tended to recommend a broken

and contrite fpirit to the debafmg of felf, and
magnifying the grace of God, by which he had
been turned from darknefs to light, and enabled

by living experience to teflify of his goodnefs.

From this time to the day of his death he

Itedfaftly continued in chriftian fellowfhip with

this fociety as an approved minifter, and an ho-

nourable and ufeful member, not only in his mi-

"nifterial labours, but in his writings of various

kinds for their edification and in vindication of

their doctrines and principles.

And as he had now confeientioufly declined

making a gain of the gofpal, or preaching for

lucre's fake, he followed his occupation of in-

ftrucling youth for a livelihood. In the fummer
of the year 1700 he removed from London to

Barking in Eflex, where he fixed his rehdence,

and kept a boarding-fchool for fome years. He
removed to Edmonton in 1706, and laftly to

Tottenham in 1707, where he had a considerable

number of boarders, and of the children of the

inhabitants
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inhabitants attending his fchool. In the latter

end of the year 1713, being the 64th of his age,

feeling his natural ftrength and aftivity begin to

decline, and the fatigue of his employment in-

convenient to the infirmities of advancing years ;

and having attained, through the divine bleffing,

a competency for his fubfillence, he left off keep-

ing fchool, and removed from Tottenham to

George's-court near Hicks's-hall, London, where

he dwelt the remainder of his days.

The act of Toleration for Proteftant Diffenters

having been pafled fome years before he join-

ed the fociety of the Quakers, and the Schifm Aft

not yet in being, it might be expected that no

occafion at this time exifted for bringing the

members of this fociety under fuffering, except

for ecclefiaftical demands ; but we have ground

for remark in his cafe, as well as many others,

that the fpirit of intolerancy did not terminate

with the power of exercifmg it to the full. R.

Claridge, befides repeated diftraints for the de-

mands of the Vicar and Wardens, in common
with others, was fubje&ed to much obloquy and

a fevere profecution, only for endeavouring to

procure an honed and reputable livelihood in that

line of life for which his education had qualified

him.

He had not refided long at Tottenham before

he was threatened with a profecution for keeping

a fchool there ; that lord Coleraine, and Hugh
Smithfon, Efq. men of great power in that place,

were offended that a Quaker mould keep a fchool

in that parim, and that if he did not relinquifli it,

or confine himfelf to the reception of Quakers

children only for tuition, they would give him

trouble.

This
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This unreafonable requifition (which would

IK not only deprive R. C. of the equal right of pro-

-^—
' fiting by his induftry in a lawful and ufeful call-

l 72 3-
ing 5

but the inhabitants of the advantage and

natural right of procuring their children an edu-

cation, wherever they might expect it would be

mod conducive to the children's benefit and their

own fatisfa&ion) was made, as it appeared, at the

mitigation of the Vicar and Curate of the parifh,

and the mailer of the free-fchool there, the former

from bigotry, and the latter from felf-intereft,

being fanguine for the fuppreffion of this new fe-

minary, by their importunities and reprefentati-

ons to thefe men in power, of the dangerous con-

fequences of a Quakers fchool in Tottenham, to

the interefts of the church and of the free-fchool,

they excited them to fecond their endeavours for

the fuppreffion thereof.

Firft of all, the Vicar and his Curate went

about from houfe to houfe, to diftuade people

from fending their children to him, giving an

illiberal licence to their tongues in abufe of

R. C. with indecent language and opprobrious

nicknames, fuch as the bitternefs of their fpi-

rits fuggefted, impoftor, heretic, jefuit, apoftate,

and fuch like were the terms whereby they cha-

ra&erifed him. The Vicar further indulged his

paffion fo far as to make him the fubject of his

public difcourfe, and railed at and reviled him

in the pulpit, to the great offence of feveral of

his hearers, who held his uncharitable proceed-

ings in abhorrence.

Next juftice Smithfon fent him a fummons to

appear before the juftices at Edmonton to take

the oaths prefcribed by act of parliament : He
appeared
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appeared accordingly, and fubfcribed the decla- CHAP,
ration and profefTion of faith in the aft of in- n *

dulgence, which prevented their exertion of pow- ^ </""*"'

«r to imprifon as formerly, and which they want- '

'

2 3 -

ed to do (till.

In order whereto they began to catechife him
about his keeping fchool, and whether he had a

licence from the bifhop of London ? to which re-

plying, that he was informed he had a right

fo to do ; lord Coleraine faid that mould be tried,

and he and juftice Smithfon agreed in a profecu-

tion, and threatened they would fupprefs his

fchool or expend five hundred pounds. Through
the whole, they difcovered in their countenances,

words and actions, great enmity, paflion and im-

patience, treating him in a manner unworthy
of their ftation or his character, below the

rules of decency and common civility ; and it

was thought that his leaving the church, and
writing in defence of the (Quakers had given

umbrage to fome of the clergy, and that they had
incited thefe great men to raife this florm againft

him.

He had been before cited to the ecclefiaftical

court, but the profecution was dropped for

want of a promoter : and foon after this fhe was
ferved with a fecond citation to appear at Doc-
tor's Commons, to anfwer to certain interrogato-

ries concerning his foul's health, and the reforma-

tion of his manners, and cfpccially for teaching

and inftrucling boys, iyc. where although the

evidence againft him amounted to no pofitive

proof, yet it being apprehended that the court

would proceed to an admonition, and in cafe

of his perfifting to an excommunication and

confequent
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CHAP, confequent imprifonment, it was thought expedi-

". ent to remove the caufe into the temporal^v~ court (fo-;termed). A prohibition was accord-
7*3- ingly applied for to flop proceedings in the

bifhop s court and obtained, whereby the caufe
was removed to the queen's bench, and tried
before the chief jui!ice Holt. The trial was
pretty long, and the chief juflice declared his
opinion, that if a fchool matter qualified himfelf
according to the aft of Toleration he fhould
be exempted from all the pains and penalties
or all the flatutes made againll popifh recu-
iants and proteflant nonconforming; took no-
tice of the violence of the profecution againfl
the defendant ;• was of opinion the flatutes of
king James I. upon which he was profecuted
did not reach the defendant, but would not
then determine, and therefore directed the ju-
ry to bring in a fpecial verdid, which they
did, finding the defendant to have taught frhool
during two days in his houfe at Tottenham,
High-crofs, not being licenfed by any archbifhop

.
or bifhop, &c. and that the defendant is a
quaver, and no Popifh Recufant. This ver-
dict and the complexion of the chief juftice's
opinion upon the caufe and the profecution,
difcouraged his antagonifts from further pro-
cedure, to avoid paying cofls, which would
have been the cafe if final judgment were given
againft them. The ifTue of this caufe procured

• V-„
ex

^
mPtlon from any further moleftationm following his honeft and ufeful employ,

ment. * }

In the year 1720, when the nation was over-
run with a fpirit of avaricious adventure,

whereby
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whereby numbers became a prey to the vifionary C H A P.

fchemes and fraudulent dengns of ill-ckiigning n.

men, this friend was zealouily concerned to v—v-*-'

caution his friends againft being carried away 1723-

with the flream. In his public teftimonjes,

in private admonitions, exerting his endeavours

to guard them againft the fnare, by manifeft-

ing the fin of covetoufnefs, and the inconfif-

tency of fuch an extravagant purfuit of preca-

rious gain as then prevailed, with that ftate of

felf-denial, contentment and honefl fimplicity of

manners, which the chridian religion prefcribes

and eltablifhes. And had his faithful exhor-

tations, and thofe of other truly religious and
judiciousfr iends been duly regarded, the mem-
bers of this fociety had been reicued from fharing

in the deception, difhonour and difappointment

which enfued.

He travelled feveral journeys in the work of

the miniitry into the neighbouring counties

;

but from this time the infirmities of age en-

creafing, he was prevented from getting far

abroad (but diligently attended meetings at

home while of ability) and at lafr. was affect-

ed with a fhortnefs of breath, attended with

an inward fever, which encreafed upon him to

his end. During the time of his ficknefs he

expreffed to feveral friends that vifited him,

his peace and fatisfaclion of foul, and an hum-
ble refignation tQ the will of God. He de-

parted this life on the 28th day of 2 TO0
, 1723,

in the 74th year of his age, and was buried

on' the 3d <jay of 3™° following, in the bury-

ing ground near Bunhill-fields, his corpfe was
attended from the Peel meeting houfe by a nume-
rous company of his friends and acquaintance.

The
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chap. The friends of faid meeting, amongft whom
n. he fpent the laft years of his life, have given

x—-v—
' tefthnohy concerning him, that " His miniflry

j 72 3. « was founcj arKj edifying, prefling all to purity
" and holinefs of life. His care and concern for

" the church was great, that it might be kept
" clean from the fpots of the world. Vice and
tc immorality met with a reprover in him, and
" that without refpect of perfons. His christian

" gravity and judicious folidity, tempered with a
" natural affability and fweetnefs of difpofition,

" rendered his converfation among his intimate
%i friends and acquaintance very profitable and
" delightful.

" His piety towards God, his love to his neigh.-

" bour, the truth and juitice of his words and
" actions, made him as a light in the world, and
" gave forth a teftimony to the truth, in the hearts

" of thofe who came not to hear his preaching.
" In his own private family he was a living ex-

<c ample of virtue ; an affe&ionate huiband, a
" loving father, a kind and gentle mailer, and
" frequent and fervent in fupplication to the Lord
" for the prefervation of himfelf and his houmold,
" in the way of truth and righteoufnefs.

" His charity to the poor was very extenfive,

" not only to friends, but others, being a practical

" obferver of the pure and undented religion, re-
* c commended by the apoftle fames, to vint the
<c fatherlefs and widows in their affliction, and to

" keep himfelf unfpotted from the world."

T "7 2 ^

cafeoffoine Some friends of New England having been

n"
1*?"1 appointed to afiiefs the taxes on their refpective

hna ap- townfnips, and being confeientioufly fcrupulous
pointed to £"

aflc/s taxes.
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of afleffing thofe laid on for the fupport ofcHAP,
the prefbyterian miniftry, and applications for II.

their relief having been ineffectually made to the '—"v»->

government of that province, gave occafion to *7 2 4*

the following petition to the government at

home.

" A petition to the King in the caufe of fome
" friends under fufferings in New England.

" To GEORGE, king of Great Britain, &c,

" The humble petition of Thomas Richard-

fon and Richard Partridge, on behalf of

Jofeph Anthony, John SiiTon, John Akin
and Philip Tabor, prifoners in the com-
mon jail at New Briftol in the King's

Province of Mafifachufets Bay in New
England, as alfo of their friends (called

Quakers) in general, who are frequently

under great fufferings for confcience-fake

in that government.

cc Sheweth,

ce That William and Mary, late king and
" queen of England, by their royal charter

" bearing date the 7th day of October in the

" third year of their reign, did for the greater

" eafe and encouragement of their loving fub-
li jects inhabiting faid province, and of fuch
" as ihould come to inhabit there, grant, efta-

cc blifh and ordain that for ever thereafter there
il mould be a liberty of confcience allowed in

" the worfhip of God to all chriftians (except

" papifts) inhabiting, or which ihould inhabit

or
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C H A P « or be rc

rK|ent wi tJjJn the fai(j provincej ^h
^^ " power alfo to make laws for the government

1724.
" °^ the :aiJ province, and fupport of the
" fame, and to impoie .taxes for the king's fer-
' vice in the defence and fupport of the faid
" government, and protection and prefervation
£t

of the inhabitants, and to difpofe of matters
" and things whereby the king's fubjefts there
1 might be religiouily, peaceably and civilly
" governed, protected and defended.

" And for the better fecuring and maintain-
c ing the liberty of confcience thereby granted,
" commanded that all fuch laws made and pub-
" Hilled by virtue of faid charter, fhould be
" made and published under the feal of faid
" province, and fhould be carefully and duly
" obferved, kept, performed and put in ex-

{ ecution, according to the true intent and
" meaning of the faid charter.
" That thofe feds of proteftants called pref-

byterians and independents being more nu-
merous in the faid country than others (to
whom the faid charter gives equal rights) they
became makers of the laws by their fuperior

' numbers and votes, and minifters of the
" privileges of the faid charter, fo as in great
" meafure to elude the fame, and difappoint all

" others of the king's protectant fubjecls of the
' good and juft ends of their tranfporting them-
1
felves and families at fo great hazard and

f charge ; one great encouragement and in-
' ducement thereto being liberty of confcience,

tc and cafe from prieftly impofitions and bur-
'- then?.

" That in the year 1692 they made a law in

fj the faid province, intitled an aft for the fet-

" tlemcnt
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" tlement and fupport of minifters and fchool* chap.
" mafters, wherein it is ordained, that the inha- n *

" bitants of each town within the faid province

" mall take due care from time to time to be
" conftantly provided of an able, learned and
" orthodox minifter or minifters of good con*

" verfation, to difpenfe the word of God to

" them, which minifter or minifters fhall be
" fuitably encouraged and fufficiently fupported

" and maintained by the inhabitants of fuch

" towns.
" That the faid law was farther enforced by

" another made in the year 1695, reciting the

" like aforefaid, as alfo by another made in the

" year 17 15, intitled an aft for maintaining and
" propagating religion, in which faid laft act

" the prevention of the growth of atheifm, ir-

" religion and profanenefs is fuggefted as one
" great reafon of its being enacted, and the power
" of determining who fhall be minifters under the

" aforefaid, qualifications is by the faid law af-

" fumed by the general court or aiTembly, with
" the recommendation of any three of the mi-
" nifters of the fame feci:, already in orders,

" and fettled and fupported by virtue of the faid
<c laws, though it was not determined (as the faid

" petitioners humbly prefume) either by the faid

" charter, or by any act of parliament in Great
" Britain, or by any exprefs law of the faid

" province, who are orthodox or who are not,

" or who (hall judge of fuch qualifications in
ii fuch minifters.

" And in all which faid fevcral laws no care

^ is had or taken of religion (even in their own
" fenfe) than only to appoint minifters of their

" own way, and impofe their maintenance upon
< c the
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the king's fubje&s, confcientioufly dlflenting

from them, by force of which faid laws, or

fome of them, feveral of the townfhips within

the faid province have had prefbyterian and
independent preachers obtruded and impofed
upon them for maintenance without their

confent, and which they have not deemed
able, learned and orthodox, and which as

fuch they could not hear or receive.

" That by other laws made in the year 1722
and 1723, it is ordained that the town of

Dartmouth and the town of Tiverton in the

faid province lhall be affeiTed for the faid years

the refpeclive fums of iool. and 72I. its.

over and befides the common taxes for fup-

port of the government, which fums are for

maintenance of fuch minifters.

" That the faid Jofeph Anthony and John
Siflbn were appointed alTelTors of the taxes for

the faid town of Tiverton, and the faid John
Akin and faid Philip Tabor for the town of

Dartmouth, but fome of the faid alTeflbrs be-

ing of the people called Quakers, and others

of them alio di (Tenting from the preibyterians

and independents, and greateft part of the

inhabitants of the faid towns being alfo Qua-
kers or anabaptifts, or of different fentiment

iii religion from independents and preibyte-

rians, the faid aiTelfors duly aiTefled the other

taxes upon the people there, relating to the

fupport of government, to the belt of their

knowledge, yet they could not in confeience

alTefs any of the inhabitants of the faid towns

any thing for or towards the maintenance of

any minifters.

" That
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" That the faid Jofeph Anthony, John Si (Ton, chap.
c< John Akin and .Philip Tabor, (on pretence of 11.

ei their non-compliance with the faid law) were v->rv>^
" on the 25th of the month called May, 1723, *7*4.

" committed to the jail aforefaid, where they

" dill continue prifoners under great fufterings

" and hardfhips both to themfelves and families,

" and where they muft remain and die, if not

" relieved by the king's royal clemency and
" favour.

" That the faid people called Quakers in the

" faid province are, and generally have been,
" great fufferers by the faid laws, in their cattle,

" horfes, fheep, corn and houfehold goods,
" which from time to time have been taken
" from them by violence of the faid laws for

" maintenance of the faid miniflers, who call

" themfelves able, learned and orthodox ; which
" faid laws, and the execution and confequen-
w ces thereof, are not only (as the petitioners

" humbly conceive) contrary to the liberty of
" confcience and fecurity of religion, civil li-

" berty, property ; and the rights and privileges

" granted in the faid charter to all the king's

" proteftant fubje&s there, eluded and made
" null and precarious ; but oppofite to the king's

" royal and gracious declaration, at thy happy
" acceffion to the throne, promifing protection

" and liberty of confcience to all thy diffenting

" fubjecl:s, without exception to thofe of the
M faid plantations.

" That after repeated applications made to

" the government there, for redrefs in the pre-

" mifes, and no relief hitherto obtained (the af-

" fembly always oppofmg. whatever the gover-
*' nor
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C h A P. « nor and council were at any time difpofed
IL " to do on that behalf) the king's loyal furTer-

*L-~y~-J <- ing and diftrelTed fubje&s do now throw
1 " themfelves proftrate at the fteps of the throne,

humbly imploring thy royal commiferation,

that it may pleafe the king to denounce his

negative upon the faid laws, or fuch part or

parts of them, or any of them, as directly or

confequentially affecl the lives, liberties, pro-

perties, religion or confeiences of the protef-

tant fubjects in the faid province, and their

families, and the privileges granted and in-

tended in the faid charter, or fuch other re-

lief as thy royal wifdom and goodnefs may
pleafe to provide ; and in the mean time that

directions may be given that the faid Jofeph

Anthony, John SilTon, John Akin and Philip

Tabor be immediately releafed from their im-

prifonment, on their giving fuch fecurity in

" fuch fums as mall be thought proper, for

" their being at any time or times hereafter

" forthcoming when required, until their cafe

" be brought to an iflue.

" And the petitioners mail pray."

" At a Court at St. James's, the 2d day of
" June 1724,

"PRESENT,
" The King's Mod Excellent Majefty.

" His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales.
" Archbiihop of Canterbury.
" Lord Chancellor.

" Lord

ec

cc

cc

cc

CC
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" Lord Prefident. chap.
" Lord Privy Seal. «
" Lord Carteret.

" Mr. Vice Chamberlain.
l/2+ '

" William Pultney, Efq.
" Lord Chamberlain.
" Duke of Roxburgh.
" Duke of Newcaftle.
" Earl of Weftmoreland.
u Lord Vifcount Townfend.
" Lord Vifcount Torrmgton.
" Mr. Speaker of the Houfe of Commons.

u Upon reading this day at the board, a re-
'*' port from the Right Honorable the Lords of the
" committee of council, upon the petition of
" Thomas Richaidfbn and Richard Partridge,
" on behalf of Jofeph Anthony, John Siflbn,

" John Akin and Philip Tabor, prisoners in the
c< common jail at New Briftol, in his majefty's
" province of MafTachufets Bay in New Eng-
" land, for not afieffing the inhabitants of the
w
' towns of Dartmouth and Tiverton the addi-
" tional taxes of iool. and 72I. us. impofed
t: upon them by an acl: paffed there in the year
" 1722, by which they appear to be for the main-
" tenance of Prefbyterian minifters, who are not
" of their perfuafion, and alfo in behalf of their

" friends called Quakers in general, who are
" frequently under fufterings for confcience fake
" in that government. By which report it ap-
" pears, their Lordihips are of opinion, that it

" may be advifeable for his majeity to remit the
" faid additional taxes, fo impofed on the faid

" two towns, and to discharge the faid perfons
" from jail.

Vol. IV. Q^ » His
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C H A P. « nor an(i council were at any time difpofed
IL " to do on that behalf) the king's loyal fuffer-

" ing and diftreffed fubjects do now throw
" themfelves proftrate at the fteps of the throne,
" humbly imploring thy royal commiferation,
" that it may pleafe the king to denounce his

" negative upon the faid laws, or fuch part or
" parts of them, or any of them, as directly or
c; confequentially affecl the lives, liberties, pro-
" perties, religion or confciences of the protef-

" tant fubjects in the faid province, and their

" families, and the privileges granted and in-

" tended in the faid charter, or fuch other re-

" lief as thy royal wifdom and goodnefs may
" pleafe to provide ; and in the mean time that

" directions may be given that the faid Jofeph
" Anthony, John Siffon, John Akin and Philip
" Tabor be immediately releafed from their im-
" prifonment, on their giving fuch fecurity in

" fuch fums as ihall be thought proper, for

" their being at any time or times hereafter

" forthcoming when required, until their cafe

" be brought to an iflfue.

** And the petitioners fhali pray.
M

" At a Court at St. James's, the 2d day of
" June 1724,

"PRESENT,
" The King's Moll Excellent Majefty.

" His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales.
" Archbiihop of Canterbury.
" Lord Chancellor.

" Lord
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" Lord Prefident. chap.
" Lord Privy Seal. u '

" Lord Carteret.

" Mr. Vice Chamberlain.
l? ' + *

" William Pultney, Efq.
" Lord Chamberlain.
<c Duke of Roxburgh.
" Duke of Newcaftle.
r,c

Earl of Weftmoreland.
" Lord Vifcount Townfend.
" Lord Vifcount Torrington.
" Mr. Speaker of the Houfe of Commons.

* s Upon reading this day at the board, a re-
'%i port from the Right Honorable the Lords of the
" committee of council, upon the petition of
" Thomas Richaidfon and Richard Partridge,
" on behalf of Jofeph Anthony, John Siflbn,

" John Akin and Philip Tabor, prisoners in the
" common jail at New Eriflol, in his majefty's

" province of Mafifachufets Bay in New Eng-
" land, for not afleffing the inhabitants of the
" towns of Dartmouth and Tiverton the addi-
" tional taxes of iool. and 72I. lis. impoled
' : upon them by an act paffed there in the year
"

1 7 2 2 , by which they appear to be for the main-
" tenance of Prefbyterian minifters, who are not
" of their perfuafion, and alfo in behalf of their

" friends called Quakers in general, who are
" frequently under fufferings for confcience fake
<c in that government. By which report it ap-
" pears, their Lordihips are of opinion, that it

'* may be advifeable for his majefty to remit the
" faid additional taxes, fo impofed on the faid
44 two towns, and to difcharge the faid perfons
ii from jail.

Vol. IV. (^ « His
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CHAP. " His majefly in council taking the faid re-

n. " port into confideration, is gracioufly pleafed
v~~v^-' " to approve thereof, and hereby to remit the
1724. cc

faiti additional taxes of iool. and 72L 11s.

" which were by the faid a£l to have been af-

" fefled on the faid towns of Dartmouth and
" Tiverton. And his majefly is hereby further

" pleafed to order, that the faid Jofeph Anthony,
" John Siflbn, John Akin and Philip Tabor be
" immediately releafed from their imprifonment,
" on account thereof, which the governor, lieu-

" tenant governor, or commander in chief for

" the time being of his majefty's faid province
" of Maffachufetts Bay, and all others whom it

" may concern, are to take notice of, and yield

" obedience thereunto.

" TEMPLE STANYAN.""
cc Vera Copia."

1720. In the year 1720 Chriftopher Story departed

chriftopher
tn ^s ^e - ^e w"

lS a nat i ve of Cumberland,
story. being born at Righead, in the parifli of Kirk-

lington in that county. His father, Thomas
Story, having been in the fervice of Sir Philip

Mufgrave, by his advice and encouragement

gave this fon an education to fit him for the uni-

verfity, the faid Sir Philip propofmg to fend

him thither at his expenfe as a companion to

his own fon : But when the time arrived for

their removal from fchool, Chriftopher's mo-
ther was unwilling to confent to his going thi-

ther, in confideration that an education there

might be the means of alienating him from the

love of a country life, and make him difregard

his paternal inheritance, being like to po fiefs an

eflate
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eftate fuflicient to afford him a competency ; C H A p.

on thefe and other confiderations fhe prefer- n.

red his flaying in the country, and follow- ^^~°
ing the fafe and ufeful employment of a huf- '

bandman.
Through divine mercy and prefervation he

appears from his early years to have been fa-

voured with a religious difpofition, being of a

careful and fober demeanor amongft men, and
frequent in reading the fcriptures : To grofs

evils and open profanity he had a fixed aver-

fion ; but in vain amufements and paitimes, by
the world termed innocent, he took a delight,

efpecially in playing at cards, wherein being

generally fuccefsful, his delight therein en-

creafed, and his thoughts were much taken

up therewith ; but he found his pleafure often

fucceeded by painful remorfe, the convictions

of the light in his own conscience frequently

gave him much trouble and uneafmefs for many
days together, which brought him to fome clofe

confiderations concerning the lawfulnefs of the

practice ; and not knowing then of any man
that judged it in general unlawful, he was
tempted to conclude, he might fafely play at

any time except on firft days at night, which,

he, with others, had been in the pra&ice of.

Under this perfuafion, he fet himfelf at eafe

for a time ; but as he became further illumi-

nated, he faw clearly that he muff lead a more
circumfpect and religious life than he had done,

and not join with young people in their paf-

times
;

yet under this impreflion he felt a rea-

foner within himfelf, perfuading him, that as he

was -young, fuch amufements and fuch company

Q^2 fuited
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chap iuited his age and time of life, that he yet

n. might live long, and that it would be time

enough for him to grow religious when he

was married. To this flefh-pleafmg doctrine

he lent a willing ear for fome time longer
;

but in the cool hour of confederation his trouble

of mind returned upon him with additional

weight, as he was now finning againft convic-

tion.

Being the only child of his parents, they

were very defirous he mould marry when young,
and for that purpofe propofed a young woman
of a reputable family in the country for his

choice. This propofal appearing to him a mat-

ter of great confequence to his future peace

and welfare, filled him with an anxious thought-

fulnefs, and prayer to the Almighty, to profper

the defign, fo far only, as it might be for their

good. About the fame time his religious

thoughtfulnefs encreafed, fo that if at any time

he joined with profane airy company, and par-

took in their mirth, it would be fucceeded by
an additional weight of forrow. In this ftate,

an epidemical fever raging in the country, he

was vifited therewith : The profpecl of proba-

ble death filled him with horror and great trou-

ble of mind, fearing, as he had finned againft

conviction, he had no juft ground to hope for

mercy, if he mould be taken off by this diftem-

per in the ftate of difobedience, he apprehend-

ed himfelf to be in, his only ray of hope was

in the probability of divine mercy being fo far

extended as to reflore him to health, and to

grant him fpace to repent, which favour in both

refpects was mercifully granted to his earned

prayer?
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prayers in this time of accumulated diftrefs ;Chap.
and a portion of divine grace enabled him to 11.

keep his refolution, to order his converfation v

{till more religioufly and circumfpectly, than

he had hitherto done : fecking retirement for

mental prayer to the Lord in fecret places,

to fhew him the fure way to falvation, being

fenfible he had not yet difcovered it. He ap-

plied himfelf much to reading the fcriptures,

and became a very exemplary and devout at-

tender of the public worihip, and diligently

attentive to the doctrine .he heard preached

there ; but durft not join in the finging

as unfuitable to the ftate of his foul, under

forrow for his pad defects, and want of ftrength

and underftanding by what means effectually

to remedy them in future ; for he obferved

the priefts would defcribe the reward of the

righteous, and the punifhment of the wicked
;

but how to overcome fin and learn righte-

oufnefs, he found himfelf left by them at a lofs,

which leflened the efteem of thofe teachers in his

eye.

In this time of his uncertainty and agitation

of mind, fome of the minillers of the people

called Quakers came into the neighbourhood of

his refidence, a defire of information, which

naturally drew him to turn his enquiry on every

fide, led him to hear what their doctrine was

on this and other religious fubjects. The firir.

of them whom he heard was John Wilkinfon,

(formerly an independent preacher) but coming

late, and being difcompofed through hurry in

getting thither, being Hinted in time, and his

obfervation more outward to others than him-

felf,
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CHAP, felf, he writes, he was little reached. The next
n. opportunity he had was at a meeting appointed

^-""v^ about a mile from his habitation, to which
1-/20. Robert Barclay, being on his way home, and

hearing of the meeting, came, and appearing

there in a clear and convincing teftimony, his

understanding was much opened into the na-

ture of that fpiritual religion he wanted to be

acquainted with, and his convincement of the

truth of his doctrine in a great meafure effect-.

ed. Soon after Thomas Carleton and Thomas
Langhorn were at a meeting appointed near

his houfe, to which he went. 'Ihefe men, by
their miniftry and converfation, were inftru-

mental to his more clear and effectual con-

vincement, as well as that of fundry others.

And the report of this convincement on the

borders of Scotland reaching the ears of friends,

John Wilkinfon aforefaid paid them another vi-

fit, and appointed another meeting amongft them
;

in which, through a divine power attending his

miniftry and overihadowing the meeting, many
more were convinced.

fter fome more meetings amongft them,

were encouraged to keep up a meeting

among themfelyes for folemn worfhip, though
in filence, which they did ; and their number
ccreafed, notwithftanding they had no outward

miniilry ; many alfo were convinced in judg-

ment, who had not fortitude to join the focie-

ty, it being a time of hot persecution under

the laft act againft conventicles, but for a while

waited to fee how it would fare writh thofe,

who had openly profeffed themfelves Quakers.

Thefe newly convinced friends were foon made
partakers
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partakers with their elder brethren in the chap.
fufferings of this feafon, through the rapacity n.

of informers. One Gilbert Atkinfon, who had v-^y^*>

formerly been a man of repute, falling into I 7 2 °-

frequent intoxication and other vicious courfes,

loft his reputation and his property, and in

order to repair the latter turned informer

;

made great fpoil of friends goods, and was in-

ftrumental to the imprifonment of many of

them. But, like many others of this infamous

clafs, his ill-gotten gains did him little good.

Attending the feilions at Carlifle, in order to

appear againft friends in prifon there, and pre-

vent them from getting their liberty, he was ar-

retted for debt, and cad into prifon, where he

fell into great poverty and want, in which flate

he was often relieved by fome of this people,

whom he had grievoufly perfecuted, and at laft

finiihed his days in prifon.

It was now that king Charles's declaration

for liberty of conscience was publifhed, where-

by this people enjoyed a refpite from fuffering,

and their number in this corner of the nation was
confiderably encreafed, many of thofe who had
flood off, feeing the divine prefervation attend-

ing their innccency and ftedfaftnefs, joined

them in fociety, and diligently attended their

meetings, which were fiill held in iilence,

except when friends in the miniflry from abroad

came to vifit them. Yet in thofe filent meet-

ings they were often favoured with divine con-

folation, and grew in grace and the inward

experience of the work of fanclification, where-

by they were fitted for the reception of fpiri-

tual gifts. Among thefe Chriftopher Story was

one
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CHAP, one who received a mare in the miniftry, to

ii. which he was very backward to give up, though
"—^-—

' often exercifed under the burden of the word,
I 72°« for fear f miffing his way, or bringing forth

unripe fruit, but at laft gave up to the divine

requirings, in uttering a few words to his

great peace and rejoicing in fpirit ; and through

diligent attention to the opening of counfel,

and inftruction of the fpirit of truth, he grew
in his gift, and became an eminent minif-

ter of the word of reconciliation and falvation.

This was feveral years after his convincement

j

but it was not long after his appearance in the

miniftry, till he thought it his duty to travel

in the work thereof to Scotland. His fucceed-

ing journey to the yearly meeting of London,
and thence weftward in company with John
Banks, hath been before noticed. # He con-

tinued in frequent journeys to exercife his mi-

nifterial labours, for the edification of his bre-

thren, and the convincement of many others,

through mod parts of England, Scotland and
Ireland, oftner than once. He was alfo con-

cerned, particularly in his native county, to

appoint meetings amongfl thofe of other foci-

eties. His fervice was great, and his miniftry

well approved, at home and abroad ; being

plain, powerful and affecting in his teftimony,

reaching the hearts and confciences of his

hearers.

In conducting the affairs of difcipline in the

church, his abilities were equally confpicuous.

In much wifdom and prudence he exerted his

endeavburc

* See page 73.
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endeavours to preferve his friends in a blame- chat,
lefs converfation, and in faithfulnefs in every it-

branch of their chriftian teftimony. Againft v—v—

'

undue liberty, excefs and fuperfluity of every l 7 2C>-

kind, he was remarkably zealous
;
yet his zeal

being tempered with meeknefs, and his own ex-

ample marked with circumfpeclion, abitinence,

fnnplicity and gravity, they produced an awful

refpect, and frequently gave efficacy to his

zealous labours.

He was diligent alio in his endeavours to

preferve the peace of the church uninterrupt-

ed, and to keep out every incentive to flrife

and debate ; he had alfo an excellent talent

for accommodating differences or mifunder-

ftandings, when any thing of that kind hap-

pened.

Although this friend was not convinced till

the feafon of perfecution wras pretty far ad-

vanced towards its period, yet he had a fhare of

the fufferings to which this fociety was ftill ex-

pofed. From the time Atkinfon the informer

had been call into prifon, the friends in thefe

parts had been pretty much unmolefted, ex-

cept fome diftrefles taken for Sunday millings

(as they termed them) and an attempt to pro-

fecute them as popifh recufants for 20I. a

month ; but for want of an informer thefe

profecutions do not appear to have been car-

ried through. At laft, in 1682, one James
Appleby from Yorkmire undertook the office,

and procuring one Story to join him, they

came to Chriftopher Story's, the meeting being

there, and made information before Henry
Jorfter, a juftice, againft feveral being met to-

gether.
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c h a p. gether, and among others, that Chriftopher
T
*- Story was there, although at that time he was

"""""^ ;

in Lancashire, above forty miles oft*. A war-
1 7 2G. . . J

,

rant was lliued for making diftrefs, but the

officers were backward to execute the war-

rant in his abfence ; and the informer, fenfi-

ble that his perjury was generally known,
thought it fafeft to abfcond for the prefent,

whereby, for this time, he was difappointed of

his prey.

Lut as focn as he thought the danger over,

this informer returned to his infamous occu-

pation, made information of another meeting

at Chrifiopher Storv's, procured a warrant

from juflice Aglionby to diftrain for the fines
;

but the conftables being (till backward to dif-

trefs their neighbours, were very moderate in

their' diftraints, which not flitting the views of

the infolent informer, he brought one of them
before the juitice, and had him bound to his

good behaviour ; and had afterwards a gene-

ral feizure made of Chriftopher Story's goods,

of which they proclaimed a public fale ; but

fuch was the deteftadon, the plunder of in-

formers was now held in, that nobody would,

come to buy. He took the horfes and iheep

to diRant fairs ; fold the horfes at half price,

and the iheep were fcattered and difperfed

about the country by the people and their

dogs, when they knew who the man was, and

how he came by them; he alfo had Chrifto-

pher's coin feized, but could get nobody to

rhreih it. He again informed of another meer>

ing to Henry Dacrcs, juflice, againft Chrifto-

pher Stojy'*.for' preaching there, who was acV

cordingly
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cording;ly fined 20I. for which the officers c H A p *

took feveral cows and young cattle ; but thefe
H *

officers acting againft their will, when they
Q

took them to market to fell, took care to have

the people informed, what kind of goods they

were. The informer upon this complained to

the juftice, who accordingly bound one of thefe

officers alfo to his good behaviour. While
the diftreffes remained undifpofed of, king

Charles died, which much weakened the in-

former's power ; for then the juftices would
liften to none of his complaints, fo the goods

feized were not fold. Yet Chriftopher, with

others of his friends, were bound to appear at

the affizes, and for refufmg to give bond to

traverfe the indictment were-committed to prifon,

where they continued until king James granted

them a general releafe, and then the persecution

generally ceafed.

For his eminent qualifications for fervice in

the church ; for his diligent difcharge of duty

in a long and conftant courfe of ministerial

labour at home and abroad, and for his faith-

fulnefs as a mining example of confiftency

in a circumfpeel: and religious converfation, he

was greatly beloved and refpected amongfl his

brethren. And as he was alfo endowed with

a good understanding and a found judgment
in temporal affairs, in moral and civil rights,

and in great repute for integrity, he was often

employed in the good work of ending differ-

ences, and compofmg litigations among his

neighbours of other \ communities, and with re-

markable fuccefs, with that equity, fkill and ad-

drefs, as to give satisfaction to both parties, a

point not generally attained.

As
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chap. ^s y age overtook him, and his body de-
IT * clined in ftrength, his mental faculties difco-

vered no fymptom of decay ; his memory and
underftanding, his zeal and fervency continued

unimpaired. He was feized with a confump-
tive diftemper, which encreafed upon him about

the fpace of nine months, during which time

he continued his attendance of religious meet-

ings at home, wherein he was frequently fa-

voured, fo as to manifeft that he retained his

inward ftrength, by the lively and affecting

teftimonies he bore during his bodily weak-
nefs. And much excellent counfel, and edi-

fying advice he imparted to his friends who
came to vifit him in his ficknefs, and alfo to

his children he gave much tender and fatherly

admonition.

And having lived a life of righteoufnefs, de-

voted to the fervice of his maker and mankind,
he had hope in his death, which happened at

his own houfe at Righead the 6th of the iith

month 1720, and he was interred in friends bu-

rving ground at Hetherlide ; his funeral was

attended by a multitude of friends and others,

remarkably numerous, evidencing the general

eftimation of his character amongft his neigh-

bours.

1727- The king this year, going to vifit his electoral

GzoTzti dominions, was fuddenly feized with an indifpo-

fition on the road, which proved mortal ; he ex-

pired at Ofnaburg the next day, being the 1 ith

day of the month called June, in the 68th year

of his age, having reigned near thirteen years

with wifdom and moderation.

CHAP.
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C H A P. III.

IRELAND.

Vifit of Benjamin Holme and John Burton.—John
Burton returns home.—Benjamin vijits London-

derry and feveral other Places, where there are

no Meetings of Friends,—Is imprifoned at Long-

ford.—Addrefs to Government on Occajion of the

Rebellion.—Thomas Story vijits Ireland.—At
Kilkenny is perfecuted by the Bijhop of Of-

fry.

BENJAMIN HOLME, a friend of Yorkfhire, CH AP.
a man of ancient fimplicity, who refigning all hi.

worldly concerns and cares, having an eftate or Lrr«J
income fufficient for his few wants, gave up moil 1712.

or all his time to travel about for the edification Xlt

i

totfB
\rioinie anc.

of his friends, generally vifiting them in their John Bur-

families, as well as their meetings; came over
10"

to Ireland this year, accompanied by John Bur-

ton, from the northern part of the fame county,

for the fpreading the true knowledge of the

principles of this fociety amongft other people ; he
was an able and powerful minifler of the gofpel,

a man of good fenfe and flrong natural parts,

refined by religion, more than by education, in

whom a peculiar wifdom in conduct, in his mi-

niftry
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CHAP, niftry and in his judgment was concealed under
111. the ruftick appearance of the fimple hufband-

^-^v—~» man.

Y
* 7 ' 2

' After vifitine the meetings of his friends to
J Burton . . .0 o
return.-. their edification, John Burton returned home

;
''"

ny but Benjamin having a further profpeft in view,
y.vhh K Hayed longer, and then took his journey to

on'
Londonderry, accompanied by Patrick Hender-

denderry. fon, with a view to get a meeting in that city
;

but the magiftrates would not permit it, dif-

perfing all the people who were aflembled
;

whereupon Benjamin wrote to the mayor, mew-
ing how difagreeable it was to chriflianity, thus

to treat men, who under a religious concern

came only to call the inhabitants to repentance.

They alfo wrote to the inhabitants of the city,

reminding them of the late calamities they had

fuflered, and the merciful deliverance they had
providentially received, and their fudden forget-

ful nefs of this great mercy, warning them of

divine judgments for their ingratitude and pro-

voking fins, if they did not timely repent.
Has meet- After this the faid friends had feveral meet-

' ! " n ' 1 r • 1 l • i r
dry places ings in the laid county, and in the county or

^
l0I,gft Donegall, among ft a people to whom the Qua-

kers, fo called, and their principles, were little

known. Benjamin had feveral meetings of the

fame kind in the provinces of Munfter and Con-
naught ; at Sligo, a few had lately been con-

vinced, whom he felt a particular concern to

vifit, in order to ftrenothen and encourage thein

in the way to peace.

In the fecond month, 17 13, Benjamin and
Wl

three friends came to Longford with the like

purpofe, and having obtained a room at their

inn
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inn for a meeting, they went to invite the peo- CHAP,
pie and acquaint the fovereign of the town,

{
jlli }

who told them he had no objection againd their yn\$.

holding a meeting, but defired them to acquaint

Benjamin Spann of it, who was both a juftice

of the peace and pried of the parifli. In con-

fideration of his office as a civil magidrate they

thought it proper to wait upon him alfo, to ap-

prize hirn of their purpofe ; but he quickly dif-

covered in what light he held the toleration,

abruptly telling them with great indignation

they Jhould have no meeting in that town. Ben-
jamin Holme replied, they did not come toqfkhis-

feave, but as a magijlrate to inform him thereof,

and pleaded the Queen's toleration for liberty of

confeience, and fo they parted. But the land-

lord hearing of Spann's prohibition, told them,

that in this circumltance he durd not by any
means fuffer a meeting in his houfe, for that Mr.
Spann would ruin him. Whereupon Benjamin
Holme and Benjamin Parvin, going to feek ano-

ther place, met the faid pried in the dreet, who
accofted them afrefli upon the occafion. Ben-
jamin Holme renewed his plea of the Queen's
toleration. The pried in wrath denied, that

either man or woman in England or Ireland could

grant a toleration. Benjamin Holme defired hirn

to do as he would be done by. The pried re-

plied, " that is no rule to me." His paffion be-

ing greatly raifed. he called for a condable ; but

none appearing, he feized him himfelf, and fee-

ing the jailer near, commanded him to take him
into cuftody ; and fo leading him by one arm,
and the jailer by the other, they put him into

the dungeon, and after fome abufive language,

the
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c H a p. t ]le pr ieft laid hold of Benjamin Parvin, and de-

livered him to the jailer, who by his orders con-

fined him in the fame place, where they fat to-

gether in great peace and contentment for about
fix hours, and then the jailer removed them to

an upper room, where feveral friendly perfons

came to fee them, and among them one who
brought them a difcharge from the pried, upon
condition they fnould promife not to come again,

nor hold any meeting in or near Longford:
They told him they could make no .fuch pro-

mife, for that no true minifler of Chrift was his

own mafter, but muir. anfwer the requirings of

him, who called them into his work and fervice.

They were locked up that night in the room,
where they lay on the boards in their great coats

and boots. The jailer underflanding they would
demand their liberty at the expiration of twenty-

four hours, as they were arbitrarily committed
without a mittimus (hewing any caufe, waited

upon Spann, who then granted a mittimus,

charging them with coming in contempt of the

(queen's authority, by force and arms in a hof-

tile manner, to hold a Quaker's meeting in the

borough of Longford.

This charge they denied as falfe in every part

of it, and particularly that it was not they who
contemned the Queen's authority, but the priefl,

who had publicly declared, cc that neither man
" or woman in England or Ireland could grant
" a toleration for liberty of confcience," and
who had violated the toleration granted by the

legiflature, in imprifoning them ; which being re-

ported to the priefl, he faid, he wifhed he had

never feen them, and in the evening fent an

order
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order under his hand to the jailer to fet them at c h a p.

liberty. In -

By reafon of the rebellion which broke out v->rv^>'

in Scotland, the friends in Ireland thought it re- I 7 I 5-

quifite at this time to teflify their affection to

the government, which was done by the follow-

ing addrefs to the Lords juftices.

" To Charles Duke of Grafton, and Henry I7 i^.

" Earl of Galway, lords juftices, and chief Addrefs to

" governors of Ireland. memTpon
occafion of

" The humble addrefs of the people called Qua-ii
e

n .

" kers, from their national half-year's meet-
" ing held in Dublin the 10th of the ninth
u month, 1 7 15.

u May it pleafe the Lords Juftices,

" The many and great privileges continued
" unto us under the king's mild and favourable
" government, and thofe in authority under
" him, more efpecially that we have liberty

" peaceably to worfhip Almighty God accord-
ct ing as he hath perfuaded our confciences, we
" efteem great bleffings, and lay us under great
" obligations of humility and thankfulnefs, firfl

<c to God, and then to the king, for the fame.
" 1 he king having been pleafed to place you

" chief governors of this kingdom, we take
" leave, in our plain way, to congratulate you
" upon your fafe arrival here, and to allure you
** that we are well affected to king George and
" the prefent government, and have a juft de-

. Vol. IV. R " teftation
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CHAP." teftation and abhorrence of all confpiracies,

in. " plots and rebellion againfl the king and go-
v— *v—'

li vernment ; and that it hath been our declared
i 7 i 5- " principle, as well as practice, ever fince the

" Lord called us to be a people, to live peace-
" ably and behave dutifully toward thofe, whom
" he hath placed in authority over us, fo, by
" divine afliftance, we are refolved, according
" to our duty, to demean and behave ourfelves
" towards the king and thofe in authority under
iC him.

" And as we are a people liable to fufFerings

" for our tender consciences towards God, we
" entreat, that if any fuch thing mould attend
" us under your adminiftration, you will be
" pleafed favourably to admit us to lay our fuf-

** fering cafe before you, in order to feek for re-

" drefs.

" We fmcerely pray to Almighty God, that

" he may endue your hearts with divine wif-
i( dom fo to govern, that virtue and piety may
** be encouraged, and the contrary reftrained,

" that fo his blefling may attend you here in this

" life, and eternal happinefs in that to come."

Thomas Wilfon and feveral others by appoint-

ment of the national meeting came over to the

yearly meeting of London as ufual, and at this

time with a particular view to join with their

brethren in England, in foliciting further eafe

with refpect to the affirmation, which was uneafy

to friends in Ireland in a general way, fome of

whom had been great fufferers, becaufe their

confciences would not allow them to make ufe

of the affirmation in its original form.

Thomas
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Thomas Story, who was now returned from CHAP.
America, went over this year to Ireland, and in.

had meetings not only with his friends, but v--rv>~>

among flrangers, in places where no friends re- '7 16 -

fided, and where the fociety was little known, story vifia

amongft whom his fervice was generally well Ireiand -

accepted, and he met with little interruption

until he came to Kilkenny, the inhabitants of

which city are generally of the Roinifh com-
munion, or Proteltants of the high church clafs,

being the ancient refidence of the Dukes of Or-
mond, and at that time under the influence of

a lordly high prieft, Vefey, bifhop of Offory,

whofe palace is there. Here are few diffenters

ofany clafs except papifts ; and this bifhop feem-

ed much difpofed, as far as he had power, to

naffer no other.

Thomas coming to the city, in company with At KHken-

fundry other friends, with a view to procure a "ItJTby

meeting amongft the inhabitants, a proper placed bifll°p

being procured and fitted up with feats, and the ° orf'

meeting gathered according to appointment,

Some time after Thomas had flood up, and was
proceeding in his teflimony, there came in two
men, Arthur Webb and Robert Shervington,

and commanding him to be filent, and the peo-

ple to difperfe, he took no notice of them for

fome time, but proceeded in his teftimony, un-
til they difturbed the meeting to that degree
that the people were not in a capacity to hear j

then he flopped and afked them who they

were, and by what authority they acted thus ?

They anfwered, they were the church-wardens :

He replied, the church-wardens had no autho-
rity by the virtue of their office tQ.m.eddle with

R i their.
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chap, their meeting, nor power to hinder it ; fo defif-

HI- ed them to defift, and fit down peaceably as
v—v—-' others did. Seeing Thomas and his friends no-
H 1 ^' wife alarmed or terrified by their intrufion, as

they expected, they ordered the people to

difperfe, threatening them with the Bifhop's

court, and began to take fome names, which
fome obferving went out, but the greatefl part

flayed, being difpleafed at the fpoiling ofthe meet-

ing which had begun well. Soon after came one

Jofeph Worley, ferjeant at mace, and a conflable

along with him, while Thomas was dill (land-

ing and exhorting the people as he could get op-

portunity ; they defired him to come down, for

they had a warrant from a juflice of peace to

apprehend him, and difperfe the meeting. Tho-
mas told them the Quakers were well known to

be a peaceable people, and iubject to govern-
ment, and defired them to have a little patience,

till he had cleared himfelf to the people, to

which they difcovered no averfion, till fome of

the fuperior perfecutors cried out, How well

you execute your warrant ? They then took

him, Edward Cooper, Henry Ridgeway and

John Harris away, in cuftody to the juftice's

houfe, but he would not be feen, being troubled

that he had been drawn in to fign the warrant,

which was brought to him ready drawn up by
Robert Connell the biihop's regifter, and fent to

him by the bifhop, defiring him to fign it ; it

was with relu&ancy he complied ; they took

them to other juftices, who evaded inter-

fering ; till at lali they were taken before the

mayor, and this Connell, who being an alder-

man, was a juflice of the city by his office;

they
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they charged them, with holding a riotous and chap.
unlawful affembly, which being denied, Connell in,

acknowledged they were not making any dif- ^"w>
turbance, but flill it was an unlawful aflembly, 1716,

the ad of toleration in England not extending

to Ireland. This pofition Thomas Story endea-

voured to difprove ; thefe magiftrates then re-

quired fecurity for their appearance at the af-

fizes, and for their good behaviour in the mean
time ; this was refuted; the juftices wrote a mit-

timus, but at lafl ditrnifled them with menaces

of the confequences, if they mould attempt to

hold any more meetings there.

As thefe menaces proceeded from a very dif-

ferent difpofition to that which the king (to

whom the bifhop and his adherents were fuf-

pecled to bear no true allegiance) and fuperior

order of magiftrates difcovered to this people at

this time, they were no way difcouraged by
them, but concluded to appoint another meet-

ing next morning; Thomas had flood up to pro-

ceed in his difcourfe about half an hour, when
the fame church-wardens difturbed the meeting

as before ; but little notice was taken of them,

till the mayor's ferjeants and conftables came and
took Thomas Story (ingly a fecond time into

cuftody, and carried him before the mayor, Con-
nell and fome others, who behaved imperioufly,

and gave him threatening language. He told

them they were not to infult the king's fub-

je&s, nor vent their own paffions upon them

;

that if he had broken the law, he was fubje£t

to the law ; and if they acled without law, they

alfo were puniihable by the law. They again re- „ . ,

1 r • r f i °
cr>

Committed
quired lureties tor his appearance at the ainzes, to pniou.

and
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chap, and for his good behaviour, and upon his re-

in, fufal committed him to jail with the following
*—-v—-' mittimus.
1716.

a City of Kilkenny, fs. By John Birch, Efq;
16 Mayor of the/aid City, and Robert Con-
" nell, Efq; one of his Majeflfs Jufiices of
" the Peacefor the/aid City.

" WE herewith fend you the body of Thomas
" Story, he unlawfully aifembling himfelf with
" feveral other perfons, and refufing to find
" fufficient fecurity for his appearance next
" afTizes, and for his good behaviour, and him
" to keep, till thence difcharged by the courfe
cc of law ; and for fo doing this {hall be your
*6 Warrant. Given under our hands and feals
" this 28th day of February, \y\6.

" John Birch, Mayor,

" Robert Connell,

" To the Keeper of his Ma-
" jetty's Jail of the faid

" City, Thefe."

By this mittimus he was lent to the town
jail, and put into the common ward among
thieves, in irons ; but was not furTered to flay

Sheriffr*' l^ere velT *on£'
*"or Antnony Blunt, the fhe-

dto riff of the city, a very civil young man, well

affe&ed to the king, in refentment to the ma-
licious and arbitrary proceedings of the oppo-

fite party, took him out of the common pri-

fon

move
his o

houfi



PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 247

fon to his own houfe, where he was provid- chap.

ed with a very good room and agreeable ac-
{J^^i

commodations, to the difappointment of the
f g,

bifhop.

The account of his imprifonment brought

friends from feveral parts to vifit him, and

many flayed in town till the firfl day ; they where he

had a meeting in the fheriff's houfe, his wife ^^g
and family and many perfons of the neigh-

bourhood being prefent, wherein Thomas Story

bore his teftimony againft Anti-chrifl and his

minifters, to the eafe of his own mind and the

fatisfaction of his audience.

The next day, going in company with

fome friends to take the air in the duke of

Ormond's gardens, he was accofted by feveral

perfons, whom curiofity drew to enter into con-

verfation with this prifoner at large ; among
the reft juftice Warren, who granted the war-

rant for apprehending him, and acknowledged

his forrow for it ; and Alderman Haddock
and others, who entering into conference with

him, began to difcourfe about his confine-

ment, at which they freely expreffed their in^

dignation.

In the mean time the mayor and alderman

Connell alfo came in a great chafe, which was
heightened when they faw thefe perfons in

friendly converfation with him. As they ad-

vanced towards them, Thomas began to fpeak

to his company, concerning the grounds upon
which they founded their proceedings, viz. a

fuppofition that the toleration act did not reach

Ireland, which Thomas proceeded to refute,

mewing that the acl extended to all the king's

dominions ; that this had been the intention

of
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C H A p of the king and his predecefibrs, fince the law
hi. was made, and that upon feveral addrefles pre-

v~-v-~-' fented to him by friends, the king had allured
17 them of his protection, particularly on one

from the lad yearly meeting of London, when
Thomas was prefent with many others, he was
pleafed to anfwer their addrefs in thefe words,
" I thank you for your affurance of duty and

affection to my perfon and government, and
you may always depend upon my protection.

But it feems," continued he, " the mayor
and the magiilrates here infill in an opi-

nion quite oppofite to this, at the hazard

of what may follow ; for you may affure

yourfelves we are as jealous and tenacious

of our gofpel and natural liberties, as any
body here can be bent to deprive us of

them."
Themayor The Mayor and his party difcovered great

jfiftice* rancour. They immediately applied to Juftice

wanen to Warren to join them in fending him out of

jhsTt. s" "the county, for their own jurifdiction extended
out of the no farther than the precinfts of the city. But

who rcfufes. the juftice refufed, telling them he had done

too much of this drudgery for them already,

and would have no further concern with them,

but leave them to their own meafures. This

vexed them greatly, and occafioned more words,

which grew pretty hot on both fides, till the

juflices and their party, who were for the king

and indulgence, afked them, " how they came
" to connive at fo many maffes in open view,

" and be fo furious upon the king's friends and
" peaceable fubjeds?" " And pray, Mr. Mayor,"

faid he, " what notice have you taken of the
c: feditious fermon you heard yefterday in the

« little
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M little church ? you can hear fuch with plea- CHAP.
" fure, whilft you treat thefe loyal fubje&s with III*

" fo much fevere ufage ; did you, Sir, demand ^-*"vr*°

" that perfon's notes, and bring him to ac-
, ^ 1

'

t* count for it ?" The mayor replied, " that

" was my lord bilhop's bufinefs, not mine."
" If that was not your bufinefs, being a mat-
" ter of religion, pray how comes it to be fo

" much your bufinefs to meddle with thefe peo-
" pie, who have given you no other occafion
" but about their religious opinions, to which
" they have equal right and liberty with other
" his majeily's proteftant fubje&s."

This difcourfe plainly difcovers the temper

of both parties, and of what clafs the perfecu-

tors were ; and it had that effect upon the

mayor, that when he grew cool the next day,

he took up the mittimus, and fent Thomas
Story word that he was at liberty, and might
go when and whither he pleafed ; and made
an apology for his conduft, that he would not

have done what he did, but that the Clergy as one

man Jtrongly urged him to it, by telling him,

they had thought him a man for the church,

but to find him fo remifs, looked quite other-

wife ; that for his own part it gave him no con-

cern what meetings they had, and was glad he

was now like to be out of the way, being

obliged to attend the judges at the aflizes at

Wexford as deputy clerk of the crown, hoping

all would be over in his abfence. Yet he was
again drawn in by the bilhop to repeat the like

treatment.

Many friends from divers places being come Again im-

to vifit Thomas Story, they concluded upon Prifoned -

another
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chap, another meeting next firit day in the fame place,

in. which was interrupted in like manner as the
v—*v^^ former had been, and Thomas again taken pri-

1 7 ' 6- foner, and after him William Brookfield of Dub-
lin, who flood up to fpeak after Thomas was
taken away •, they flaid but a fhort time, till the

OierifF again took them to his own houfe.

Connell, the biihop's regifter, held the office

of deputy-mayor during the mayor's abfence,

and apprehending him (till a prifoner under

the Mayor's minimus, not knowing, or not

owning the knowledge of its being taken up,

anddif- he had caufed him to be taken and confined
charged. as a prifoner at large, but finding his miftake

difmiffed them for that time.

They met again about three o'clock in the

afternoon of the fame day, and the bifhop hear-

ing of it, told one of the ferjeants, if they met
again, he would have him put them in the

ftocks, till he came from Church ; but many
people gathering, after a time of comforta-

ble filence, under a fenfe of the divine prefence,

Thomas flood up to fpeak, and had gone on for

fame time, the people being very (till, very well

fatisfied with what they heard, and very defi-

rous to hear him out, when the conftables and

ferjeants came again, but being grown weary of

the invidious office, with great reluctance and

with apologies, and fo faintly, that they could

hardly touch him ; and one of them naming
Tht b!ft»p tJic bifhop to be concerned, furniihed Thomas

tomoftkis with an occafion to remark, they were not igno-
perfecutien Tant a}j this time, who was at the bottom of thefe

perfecuting meafures, but now they heard plainly

it was the bimop.

The
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The officers taking him away, it gave great chap.
offence to the people, many of whom followed ill.

them, calling out " fhame." Thomas advifed •—"v—

'

them to avoid difturbance, that no advantage I 7 1 ^-

might be taken. The officers, abafhed and trou-

bled, expreffed their concern, that their offices

mould fubjecl: them to actions fo contrary to

their inclinations, entreated him to walk up to

his lodgings till church was done j he told them

he was in their cuftody, and mud go whither they

mould take him ; whereupon they accompanied
him to the fheriff's houfe. In the mean time the

meeting continued ; William Brookfleld appear-

ed in the miniftry ; fome conftables were there,

who flood without, as if they had no mind
to under/land or hear any thing ; the meet-

ing ended in order, and friends were greatly

comforted.

Next morning Thomas left Kilkenny to take t. s. leave*

fome meetings in the country, with an intention Kilk«iny

to return thither at the affizes, the latter end of fan,

the week, for he thought it neceffary to be there

at that time, as his adverfaries had required

fureties for his appearance there, which, though

not free to give, yet, confcious of his own inno-

cence, he efleemed his reputation and that of

his profeffion called upon him to fhew himfelf

there, and thereby demonftrate he feared no legal

enquiry into his conduct:.

He returned accordingly, accompanied by but return*

many friends from different parts, which made to *he

his return foon known, and raifed the people's
v

curiofity to fee how the affair would termi-

nate. Some friends went to the judges, and
apprized them of Thomas's cafe and his treat-

ment
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chap, merst by the high-church perfecutors, at them* inftigation of the bifhop of Offory ; and Arnos

, Strettell and fome friends of Dublin had pro-

cured a letter from one of the intended Lord's

Jeftices to one of the Judges ; for the go-

vernment favoured friends, and inclined to do
all they could for them in honor and fafety.

The judges fent for the fheiiff to examine the

calendar, and not rinding the mittimus therein,

It appeared that his adverfaries had little hopes of
gaining any thing by a profecution, and there-

fore having exercifed their power as far as they

durfl, were willing to drop farther proceed-

ings, which muft here redound to their dif-

credit and difappomtment. And the judges ad-

viied Thomas and his friends to overlook their

proceedings for that time, which they readily

complied with. That evening the judge in

his charge declared it was treafon in any to

pull down or deface any public religious meet-

mg-hoafe, which having been a practice with

the populace, intoxicated by the cry of Sacheve-

rei and High Church, was conftrued by tht pub-

lic as a ft reke at the partifans of that faction,

who were in power at Kilkenny.

yrienrfsap- Thus Thomas being releafed from the power
p«nt»no- of his opponents, and the next day being the

kg, whiefe firft of the week, he and his friends concluded to
*" appoint another meeting, which was very full,

comfortable and quiet. Juff, as Patrick Hen-
derfon had kneeled down to prayer, the mayor's

ferjeants came in very quietly, flayed till he had
done, and till Thomas Story Hood up and fpake

awhile ; then one of the ferjeants flood up, and

with great reluctance, (as was apprehended) and

low
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low voice, faid, he was fent by the mayor Iocha P.

command them in the king's name to diiperfe ;
ni.

but quickly added, " but if you will not, I can- ' ^
tc not compel you," and fo went civilly away.

i?l

Thomas had an opportunity now, for the firft

time, to go through with the fubject before him,

and after a time of amplication, the meeting con-

cluded.

They had another meeting in the afternoon, T. s. ags*

in which they met with no interruption or dif- """£^5,

turbance. Yet the bifhop finding the former the Ad «f

meafures ineffectual to accomplish his defires

v orm,q^

was meditating further means of gaming his

ends. He had conceived a notion that the Ait

of Uniformity palled in the reign of Charles IL

would reach Thomas Story's cafe, and he was

fo precipitate as to iffue a warrant in his owa
name, directed to the fheriff to arreft and com-
mit him to the common jail for three months
without bail or mainprize ; intending to wreak
his malice by confining him in an incommodi-
ous common prifon the whole time ; for he had
fent for the meriff and reprimanded him fliarp-

ly, and threatened to call him before the houfe of
lords, for giving him the liberty of the town upon
his firiL commitment.
Upon a confultation between the bifhop, the

mayor and alderman Connell, the bifhop'sVii
in-

take was difcovered in giving the warrant him-
felf ; for, by the act upon which he proceeded,

he was only to certify the offence to two juf-

tices or mayor, and then the civil magifirate

was to iffue his warrant and mittimus. This
error being detecled, it was concluded that the

mayor mould iffue his warrant and mittimus,
which he did accordingly as folioweth :

" City
o;
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CHAP.
in. " City of Kilkenny, fs. By John Birch, Efq;

" Mayor of the/aid City.
1716.

" Whereas I received a Certificate, under
" the hand and feal of the Right Reverend
" Father in God Thomas Lord Bifhop of Ofory,
" in which he certifies, that Thomas Story, a
" Quaker, did this day preach in the faid City
" of Kilkenny, contrary to the Act of Uniformi-
" ty made in the feventeenth year of the reign
" of King Charles the Second.

*• Thefe are therefore in purfuance of the faid

Act and Certificate, to will and require you,
" on fight hereof, to apprehend the body of the
" faid Thomas Story, and him fo apprehended to
" convey to the common jail of the faid City,
" there to remain for the fpace of three months,.
" without bail or mainprize ; whereof fail not
" at your peril, and for your fo doing this fhall

" be your Warrant. Given under my hand and
" feal this 17th day of March 17 16.

" John Birch, Mayor^

" To the feveral Conftables, and
" Officers of the faid City."

This warrant was ferved upon him in the even-

ing of the fame day at the fherifPs ; but the

meriff declared he mould not leave his houfe

that night, whatever the confequence might
be. Thomas foon after procured the act, and
read it over carefully, whereby he was clearly

convinced, they had exceeded the limits of law,

the act having no relation to the people called

Quakers,
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Quakers, their nreetings or preaching ; but only CHAP.
to their own parifh priefts, to reduce them to III.

one fcantiing, and uniformity of prayer and v-^-v-*-/

worihip ; and to prevent the miniliers of OH- 1 7 1 ^-

ver's days from retaining the benefices of which
they were in poffeffion, without an unreferved

conformity to the epifeopal church in every ref-

pecl: ; but had no refpecl to thoie who preached

without pay.

Upon this difcovery he told the fherifF it

was falfe imprifonment, and defired him and
others to take down in writing at what time

he was arretted, becaufe there might be occa-

fion for their evidence. The fheriff feemed

furprifed that the great bifhop and his coun-

fellors mould commit fuch a blunder ; however
he took account of the time.

But it feems probable, that upon further

confultation and confideration, they had them-

felves difcovered their miftake, for next morn-
ing, pretty early, the ferjeant who arrefted him,

inflead of conveying him to the common jail,

to which he was committed, brought him a
meffage from the mayor, that he had taken up
the warrant and mittimus, and that he was at Fina% f«

liberty to go where he pleafed. Thomas obferv-
at lu>crt

-
'

ed upon this, that the mayor ought to fend him
a liberate under his hand and feal, and not

imagine him entirely at his difpofal, to tofs

in and out of jail at his pleafure, but that he had
his remedy at law againfl him and them who had
ufed him thus.

The ferjeant retired, and a little after the

mayor came himfelf to inform him he was at

liberty, for he taken up the mittimus and de-

ftroyed
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ftroyed it. Thomas faid, " Since that violence,
" by which my juit liberty hath been obftru&ed
" is taken away, it is now returned to its natu-

•7 I& - « rai courfe? and if i could find it confift with
" what I profefs, I might coniider of ways and
" means to do mylelf juitice againft fuch vio-

" lent and illegal proceedings ; but as it is a
" wrong done me for the fake of my religion,
cc

I may probably bear it with patience for

" that reafon, being fenfible of the advantage
" I have of my enemies." The mayor made
very little reply, but civilly departed.

The refult of thefe proceedings was honorable

to Thomas and his friends, and their profefiion

gained ground in the eftimation of the public.

Many eyes were opened to fee the bifhop and his

fpirit and party, and what might be expected, if

he and they were reinftated in that power, which

they ftill grafped after and longed for, at the

fame time looking with an invidious eye at the

toleration, which deprived them of it*

CHAP,
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CHAP. IV.

IRELAND CONTINUED.

Friends allowed to anfwer Bills in Chancery upo?i

their Affirmation.—Acl of Exemption from the

Penalties offecond Eliz.—A Provincial Vifit.—
. Firfl Affirmation Acl in Ireland.—Account of

yohn Barcroft.—Alexander Seaton.— Thomas
Wight> and Thomas Wilfon.

ALTHOUGH the difienters in general in CH AP.
this kingdom, and the people called Quakers in iv.

particular, do not appear to have been fubjeft v^y-^y

to perfecution for their religion to that degree 1718.

that they were in England during the reign of

Ring Charles and after, as, 1 apprehend, feveral

of the penal laws of that reign did not ex-

tend to Ireland ; fo as yet they had not

received the legal privileges which their bre-

thren in England had done by the Acl of Tolera-

tion^ or thaty^r accepting theirfolemn Affirmation

inftead of an Oath, But in the year 1 7 1 9 they

received a partial relief in both cafes. Great
fufferings having attended them lately as well

as formerly, through the litigious and frau-

dulent practices of ill-defigning men, in filing

bills in Chancery againft them, where their

anfwers would not be received without an oath,

frequently in order to defraud them of their

jufl dues. Friends being encouraged by the

moderate and indulgent difpofition of the pre-

Vol. IV. S fent
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CHAP, fent government, concluded if an aft for a
iv. plain and eafy affirmation could not be vet

1—*—
' obtained, to endeavour to procure a claufe in

17 lS- fome fuitable bill to empower the Chancellor

and the Barons of the Exchequer to receive

friends anfvvers without an oath in fuch cafes

as they might think convenient ; and their ap-

plication was fo far attended with fuccefs. For
Friends in an act of parliament, entitled " An Aclfor

bakia** Me Amendment of the Law" a claufe was ob-
chanccry tamed, allowing friends anfwers to bills in

/Affirmation
chancery upon their affirmation, and producing

flowed, a certificate figned by fix creditable friends
;

but they did not obtain a general affirmation

acl till the year 1722, and then only for three

years.

A^of^x- The fame year a claufe was obtained in an

fromX a& pafled for exempting proteftant diffenters

penalties of from certain penalties to which they were lia-

ble, allowing friends the privilege fin common
with the others) of worfhipping God according to

their confciences without moleftation. It was

hereby enacted, that the ftatute of the fecond

of Queen Elizabeth for the uniformity of com-
mon prayer, whereby all perfons are required to

refort to their parifh church or chapel, <kc. fhall

not extend to any proteftant dilfenters, who
mall take the oaths of fidelity, &c. under the

like reftri&ions with the a£t of exemption and

toleration palled irt England in 1 683. And
every Quaker, who fhall make or fubfcribe the

declaration of fidelity to King George, of re-

nouncing the pope and pretender, kc. mail be

exempted from all penalties in the aforefaid

act, and mall enjoy all the privileges and advan-

tages as other Proteftant dilfenters.

The.
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The fociety being, through the favour of di- c H A P.

vine providence, and the clemency of the rulers iv.

of the land, exempted from the fevere trials '

—

/"""J

and grievous fufFerings to which they had former- l
' 2 °-

ly been expofed, were now expofed to trials of

a different kind, viz. a feafon of peace and prof-

perity, which fome amongfl them, both in this

and the neighbouring nation, were obferved not

to fuftain witty that fortitude, wifdom and in-

flexible virtue, which their predeceffors had
maintained, through the feverities infli&ed upon
them. Complaints were made to the .national

meeting, in the third month, of the difregard

to the rules and good order of the fociety,

difcoverable in libertinifm in conduct amongfl:

many of the youth, and a negligence and luke-

warmnefs of fpirit in the diicharge of religi-

ous duties in fome of more advanced age

;

that an afpiring mind had incited fome indi-

viduals to extend in commercial engagements

beyond the bounds of moderation, or beyond the

extent of their own capital, or capacity to ma-
nage with reputation and juftice, whereby the

property of other men was invaded j debts con-

tracted above their ability to pay, to the inju-

ry of their creditors, and the reproach of their

religious profeflion. In order to obviate thefe

and other evils, a provincial vifit was made to a provia-

the feveral monthly meetings in the provinces cial vifit

of Leinfter and Ulfler : and Ambrofe Rigp-e's

warning * ordered to be reprinted and diflributed

amongfl friends for general caution.

This year feveral friends, according to ufual

practice, were deputed to attend the yearly

meeting of London, to endeavour with their

S 1 friends

* See page 12.
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friends there to promote a joint application

for a form of affirmation that might be eafy

to all friends. Thomas Wilfon, who was one
I 7 21 - of them, fpent fome time in vifiting the meet-

friends of ings of friends in fundry parts of England,
this nation anci afterwards in the city of London, in ioin-
pals over to. • i r* • i 1 • • r
England to ing his aiiiftance with friends there m their fo-

appSdOT licitations to parliament for the relief defired,

for amend- which, we have feen, was attended with fuccefs

affirmation

2 m obtaining fuch a form of affirmation as made
a&. it eafy to all friends, to their general comfort and

fatisfaction.

1722. And friends in Ireland, who generally difap-

proved the form of the nrft affirmation, and did

not expect to obtain a more eafy form from
the parliament of that kingdom than they had

a precedent for from England, had made no ap-

plication on that account till now ; but having

Application now a precedent to their mind, they folicited

matbnllS" tne legiflature of Ireland to grant them the like

in Ireland, favour, as the parliament of England had grant-

ed to their brethren there, and fucceeded fo

far as to obtain an act to accept their folemn affir-

mation in the fame terms and under the fame

reftri&ions as their brethren in England had done,

to continue in force for three years, and to

the end of the then next feffions of parliament*.

In

* This affirmation, which was afterwards made perpetual

in 1746 (the 19th year of Geo. II.) is in thefe words:
" /A. B. do folemnly, ftneerely, and truly declare and affirm :"

And no perfon is entitled to it, unlefs he /hall affirm in the

form aforefaid, that he is
" of the profeffion of the people called

u Quakers^ and has been fo for one year lafi pajl."

The affirmation will not qualify a perfon to hold any place

under the government, or to ferve on juries, or to give evi-

dence in tr'iminal caufet.
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In this year died John Barcroft, of Arkill, chap.
near Edenderry. He was the fon of William iv.

and Margaret Barcroft, born at Shralegh, near ^^
Rofenaliis in the Queen's county, in the year Ac'Ju

"'
of

1664. He was the firfl friend who came to John Bar-

fettle near Edenderry after the wars^, and was
crof: *

principally helpful to fettle a meeting in that

town, encouraging a few families of friends to

meet together to worfhip God, and was very fer-

viceable in that meeting, which fmce became very

large.

His example gave efficacy to his endeavours
9

being himfelf a zealous attender of thefe meet-

ings, and that not in a formal way, but under

a lively fenfe of the folemnity of the duty, he

was diligently exercifed to wait for power to

worfhip God in fpirit and in truth, according

to his requiring, whereby he experienced a

growth in the knowledge of God, and the myf-

teries of his kingdom ; and his heart being

thus prepared, he received a gift in the minif-

try about the 33d year of his age. But being

a modeft and humble man, he was pollened of

great fears, in the profpect of being called to

this fervice ; the various remarks and cenfures

to which he might be expofed ; his obferving

fome in that line, who hurt themfelves and
the people, by exceeding the bounds of their

gifts, multiplying words without life, were dis-

couragements in his way, to that degree, that he
loft his hold of the true faith, which gets the

victory over flefhly reafonings, and was left for

a feafon in the dark ; but afterwards it pleafed

the Lord to caufe the true light to re-illumi-

nate his mind with a clear fight of the duty

h^
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c H A p. he required of him, and then he was ftrengthen-

iv. ed to give up in obedience to the heaveniv call,

v«>^v-v^ and in great tear uttered a few words in the

J 722. meeting, and in procefs of time became a di-

ligent and fuccefsful labourer for the promotion

of righteoufnefs, both in his native country and
in England ; having vifited the meetings in

the provinces of Ulfter and Munfter, feverally,

eleven times, in the fervice of the gofpel, to

his own peace and the edification of the churches,

and been ten times at the yearly meeting of Lon-
don.

His miniftry was plain and lively, in which

he was not forward to make a public appear-

ance, without real neceffity. In the manage-
ment of his outward affairs he was diligent and
difcreet, yet fervent in fpirit, he kept them fo

in their proper place, as not to fuffer them to

be any impediment to his religious duties, be-

ing freely given up to ferve the Lord, his

church and people, preferring the profperity of

truth and righteoufnefs as his chief joy. His

converfation among men eminently adorned his

profefhon ; being affable and cheerful, yet grave,

meek and humble, preferring others before

himfelf. A peace-maker, fmgularly ferviceable

in compofmg differences. A ufeful helper in

the government of the church, being well qua-

lified for that fervice, and his hands ftrengthened

therein, by ruling well his own houfe. A fym-

pathizing vifiter of the fick and the afflicted
;

charitable to the poor, and given to hofpita-

lity.

Account of In the firft month 1723-4, died Alexander

£at
X

o

a

n

der Seaton of Hillfborough, about the 71ft year

of his age, and 47 th of his miniftry. He was
born.
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born in Aberdeen county in Scotland, and at the c ha p.

age of" Seventeen was put to the college of old^^
Aberdeen, where he continued about two years.

He afterwards (laid fome time at the houfe of

Alexander Forbes of Acorthies, whofe wife was

his kinfwoman; and they being friends exem-

plary in conduct, it pleafed the Lord to open

his underftanding, fo that he was convinced of

the truth of our principles in the year 1675,

and afterwards confirmed by being prefent at a

difpute between Robert Barclay and George

Keith, and fome ftudents of the univerfity. In the

vear 1676, he with many other friends was com-

mitted a prifoner to the Tolbooth of Aberdeen,

where he was detained nineteen months, in

which time his mouth was opened in a living tef-

timony to the truth, which he continued after-

wards to bear when at liberty, labouring in the

gofpel of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriit, be-

ing initrumental to turn people from dark-

ness to light, and from the power of fatan to

God, in Scotland, Ireland and England.

Some time after his marriage he took up his

abode in Glafgow, where he refided fome years.

The few friends who refided in that city fuf-

fered much perfecution, both from the magis-

trates and the rude multitude, who haling them

out of their meetings, beat and abufed them in

theftreets, frequently to the danger of their lives,

and committed them to prifon. On this ac-

count our friend A. Seaton found himfelr en-

gaged in mind to dwell there, not only to bear

a part of the burden in the heat of that time

of perfecution, but alfo for the lengthening,

comforting and encouraging his brethren to

faithfulnefs and conftancy through their various

tribulations,
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chap, tribulations, which had fo good an effect, that

IV * he was inftrumental, by the Lord's afiift-
v-"y ance, to overcome the perfecutions, fo that

1
friends enjoyed their meetings more peaceably

than before. Now finding himfelf free to leave

Glafgow, he took his family over to Ireland,

and fettled at Hiilfborough, in the county of

Down. He there duly attended meetings at

home, as alfo the monthly and provincial meet-

ings, in which he was of good fervice both in

doctrine and discipline, having a large, found and

clear gift in the miniftry; and although a fcholar,

was not much known as fuch in his fervices for

the Lord, not efteeming that learning in com-

parifon of the gift of God and the operation

of his holy fpirit, under which he was a faith
T

ful, humble and meek labourer in the work of

the miniftry, to the informing the underftand-

ings of the ignorant, and to the comfort and

encouragement of Sion's travellers
;

prudent,

confiderate and feafonable in offering his gift

;

powerful in prayer ; in difcipline of a deep

and folid judgment, often helpful in difficult

cafes. He was a man of a good underftand-

ing j of clear and found reafoning ; of few

words in converfation, and little acquainted

with the things of the world. He ufed daily

to devote fome part of his time to religious

retirement, and adorned the doctrine of our

Lord Jefus Chrift, by a folid deportment and

exemplary converfation. In the latter part of

his time he was much afflicted with bodily

weaknefs, which he bore with patience and re-

signation, and died in great peace and quiet-

nefs, having, among many other fweet expref-

fions
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fions on his death-bed, declared, that he badpar- CHAP.
taken of the earneft of that joy which fhould never Iv*

have an end.

This year died Thomas Wight of Cork, in the Thomas'

84th year of his age. He was the fon of Rice Wlsht -

Wight, prieft of Bandon, a man zealous in the

difcharge of his office, and more devoted and
tender in that refpecl: than the generality of that

clafs of men, and very Uriel: in the education of

his children in the eftablifhed church. Thomas
ferved a hard apprenticefhip with a clothier in

Bandon, and whilfl in his fervice, hearing of a

Quakers meeting to be held in that neighbour-

hood, he went to it out of curiofity ; but finding

that the people fat for a long time filent, he

began to be very uneafy, and to think within

himfelf, that as he had heard the Quakers were
witches, he might be bewitched if he (laid any

longer. However, he waited a little while
?
when

Francis Howgill flood up and uttered thefe words

:

" Before the eye can fee, it muft be opened ; be-
" fore the ear can hear, it muft be unftopped

;

" and before the heart can underftand, it muft
" be illuminated." Thefe three fentences, as

Francis opened them to the congregation with

great clearnefs and energy, made a deep im-

preflion on his mind, and he became in a

great meafure convinced of the truth of the

doclrine preached ; but the prejudice of educa-

tion, and the inam.e and reproach he underwent
from his relations for going to the Quakers meet-

ing, for a while effaced that impreftion, until

Edward Burrough came into thofe parts, whofe
preaching was fo powerful and reaching to the

(late of his foul, and accompanied with fuch an

evidence
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CHAP, evidence of truth, that he was no longer able

iv. to withftand it. He now refolved, through di-
N^*^~^ vine affiftance, to be faithful according to the
* 724 ' light received, through all difficulties that might

attend ; and indeed he became a proverb and a

by-word among his relations and acquaintance,

but he bore it with exemplary patience. Being

rejected by his relations, he lived fome time with

his mailer, who had a great refpect for him, on
account of his fingular faithfulnefs and truflinefs

in his fervice.

In the year 1670 he married, and in procefs of

time had a numerous family, whereupon he en-

gaged in a confiderable degree of bufmefs, and in

all probability might foon have acquired a large

ihare of worldly riches -, but he was ftopped in

the purfuit hereof by an illumination, as he

thought, deeply affecting his mind with a fenfe to

this purpofe, that he could not be heir to two king-

doms. Hereupon he grew more retired from the

world and the concerns thereof, and devoted his

mind to the fervice and promotion of truth, pre-

ferring this before tranfitory riches. He became
an able fcribe and clerk for the meeting of Cork,

and province of Munfter, from the year 1680 till

his death, discharging this office from a religious

impreffion on his mind and zeal for the good
caufe. He was the perfon principally concerned

in compiling an hiftorical account of the rife and
progrefs of friends in Ireland, which he finifhed

to the year 1700. He was a man of an exem-
plary life and converfation, and good conduct in

the education of his children ; a pattern of plain-

nefs, and a diligent attender of meetings both at

home and abroad, being zealous for the promo-
tion
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tion of truth. He was feized with an indifpofi- chap.
tion which proved mortal in the 9th month 1724, Iv *

under which he fhewed great compofure of mind ^^'"v-x^

and refignation to the Lord's will, and on his
! 7 2 4*

death bed teftified his great fatisfaction, that he

had not put oft the great affair of the faivation

of his foul to the laft, fignifying that God had

fealed his faivation to him, to the great comfort

of thofe prefent.

In this year Thomas Wilfon of Thornwell, ^25.

near Edenderry, in the king's county, departed w
h^ls

this life. A man, who under an unpolifhed exte-

rior covered great mental abilities, natural and
fpiritual. ' He was born at Souiby, in the parifh

of Daker, in Cumberland. His education was
in the way of the church of England, as to reli-

gious profeffion ; but he had little advantage

thereby, in the improvement of his underiiand-

ing by literary knowledge, being plainly an illi-

terate man. Yet by faithfulnefs to the difcovery

of the divine light, he became well infrructed to

the kingdom of heaven, and well qualified to in-

ftruct others in the way of life and faivation. In

his early youth, from a religious turn of mind, he
gave a diligent attendance to the public affemblies

for worfhip, to hear fermons, and repeat them as

a&s of religious duty, and fo zealous, as that

fometimes after fermon in the forenoon he would
travel feveral miles on foot to hear another in the

afternoon. But he found the ear was not fa-

tisfied with hearing, as not being productive of
the clear difcovery of the way to faivation, the

knowledge of which was the earned defire of

his foul. And as the finging of pfalms was one
part of their devotional exercife in the public

worfhip.
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c h a p.worfhip, he found a flop in his own mind from
vi. joining in that part of their worfliip, from a fe-

*-—•v-w' cret intelligence that men fhould be made holy,

i7 25- before they could fing to the praife and glory of

God ; an attainment which he found, by an infpec-

tion into the'flate of his own mind, he was too def-

titute of ; he alfo found himfelf difqualified to fing

under the prefent affection of his mind, which

was that of a Godly forrow, from the heavy load

of fin.

About this time he went to a meeting of the

people called Quakers, where a friend exhorted

to an inward waiting upon the Lord in faith , to

receivepowerfrom him over every unclean thought ,

by which heavenly power, men ?night glorify and
praife the name of the Lord, through the ability of

his own free gift. This affected him greatly, be-

ing fenfible that this was what he much wanted,

and he' was feized with fear and trembling to that

degree, that the table whereon he leaned was
fhaken, and the cry of his foul was, Lord, cre-

ate in me a clean heart ! and being made fenfible,

that what was to be known of God is manifeir.

in man, he was drawn off from a dependance

on the doctrines of men, and hearing the priefts

and repeating their fermons, to turn his atten-

tion to the reproof of inftruction in his own
heart, whereby he found fin discovered to be ex-

ceeding finful, and all the evil that he had done

was detected, condemned and judged down by

the meafure of light with which he was favoured,

producing that godly forrow which leads to un-

feigned repentance. In this frame of mind he

fat down among friends in their filent meetings,

patiently enduring the difpenfation ofcondem*
nation
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nation for fin, till by the afliftance of divine CHAP*
grace (for which he was fervent in prayer and Iv *

diligent in waiting) he gradually experienced

judgment brought forth unto victory.

Through a reverent attention to the inward

teaching of the teacher which cannot be removed
into a corner, in their filent affemblies friends

becoming heavenly minded, and nearly united in

love one to another, divine power was much felt,

and inwardly revealed amongft them, when no
words were fpoken ; and they experienced the

warning of regeneration gradually cleanfing their

hearts, and the renewings of the holy ghoft fo

filling their fouls, that they were concerned of

their fullnefs to minifter to others. Amongft
the reft, this friend felt it his duty to minifter at

firft in a few words in great fear, but through fi-

delity improving the talent, and being enlarged

in his gift, the word of the Lord, through him,

was as a flame of fire againll all fin and iniquity.

And he foon felt an engagement on his mind,

through the prevalence of the love ftied abroad in

his heart, to travel abroad, to edify his brethren

with his gift, and to call finners to repentance

and amendment of life.

His firft vifit to Ireland was in the year 1682.

He landed in Dublin, and from thence travelled

to fome other meetings, particularly in Leinfter

province, vifiting friends in the counties of

Wicklow and Wexford, and had feveral fatisfac-

tory meetings with them, after which he gives us

this account in his journal. " The motion of
" life in me for travelling ceafed, and I durft

" not then go further, but returned back to the

" countv of Wexford, and wrought harveft work
" for
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chap. ee for fome time. After which James Dickenfon
iv. " from Cumberland came to vifit friends, with

*-"v->^ « an intention to go into Muniter, and the Lord
I 7 2 5- " was pleafed to open my wTay to go with him,

" and we travelled together in true brotherly
" love, and had a prosperous journey ; and I fa

w

" it was good to w'ait the Lord's time in all

" things." And when they had travelled through

Leinfter and Munfter, James Dickenfon went
northward. " But" (continueth Thomas) " I

" was afraid of running before my true guide,
" (becaufe they who run and are not fent of
" God can neither profit the people nor them-
" felves) and fo I (laid at work in the city of Wa-
" terford about fixteen weeks, and went from
" thence to Dublin, and (laid the half year's

" meeting, which was large and edifying, and
" from thence took (hipping for Liverpool, and
" landed there with my former companion James
" Dickenfon.

In the year 1691 he and James Dickenfon,

having both had a great exercife on their minds
to vifit friends in America, went to London, and

laid their intentions before their brethren there

for their concurrence, which they readily receiv-

ed : But the circumftances of the time were

very difcouraging, and the profpect. of the proba-

ble dangers which might attend them on their

palfage thither proved a clofe trial of their faith

;

for the French had a great fleet at fea, and the

general rumour at London reprefented them to

lie in their courfe, about thirty or forty leagues

from the land's end. This occafioned in them
much ferious thoughtfulnefs and anxiety of heart,

with fervent fupplications for prefervation in fub-

miflion
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million to the divine will ; under which exer- CHAP,
cife of mind they received encouragement, by Iv *

what they believed a heavenly virion, to hope ^^^
for deliverance or prefervation from furrounding

danger. James had a clear forefight even of

the very manner of their deliverance, and told

his companion, even while they were both yet

in London, that the Lord had fliewn him that

the French fleet would encompafs them, but

that the Lord would fend a great mifl and dark-

nefs between them, in which they fhould fail

away, and fee them no more.

They communicated their fenfations to each

other with opennefs, as companions united in

one faith and one lively engagement for pro-

moting pure religion, before they departed from
London ; and finding the impreffions on their

minds to agree, they were confirmed in their

belief of the divine original thereof, and in

faith that it was eafy for the Lord to deliver

them. Under this perfuafion, in confidence in

divine protection, they embarked the 9th day

of 5
m0 1691, and after fome time fell in with

the French fleet, which chafed and came up
within mufquet ihot, and fired at them, when
on a fudden a great mifl and thick darknefs

arofe between the French and them, fo that

they could not fee one another. Then James
arofe from his feat, and taking his companion
by the hand, faid

r
" Now I hope the Lord will

" deliver us." Thomas had fpent three days in

fading and fupplication, that he who in time

pall fmote his enemies with blindnefs, might con-

defcend to interpofe in like manner for their de-

liverance, which, they thought, was gracioufly

anfwered
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chap. anfwered by the event, for the French took
Iv>

every fhip in their company, except that in
""v~*-/

which they failed and two others, and all on
7 ** board looked upon their deliverance as mi-

raculous. The other two mips coming up,

the captain of their veifel called to thofe in

the other two to come aboard his, in order

to hold a religious meeting with them, which
they readily did, and had a large and good
meeting, in which they were engaged to return

their grateful acknowledgments and thankfgiv-*

ings to the author of all their mercies for

their great deliverance. They purfued their

voyage and landed in Barbadoes in the 6th

month. Here, in conjunction with his com-
panion, the fervices of our friend were great,

as alfo in New England, Rhode-ifland, Long-
ifland, Jerfeys, Penfylvania, &c. where many
were convinced by his miniftry. His vifit was
particularly ferviceable to friends in Penfylva-

nia, happening at that juncture when many
were wavering in their principles, through the

oppofitiort and feparation of George Keith, of

which an ample account hath been already

given.*

He vifited Ireland in the fervice of the

gofpel feveral times before he went to fettle

there. In the year 1695 he was married to

Mary Bewley, of Woodhall, in the county of

Cumberland, and foon after removed into Ire-

land, and fettled near Edenderry, in the king's

county. In the year 1696 he vifited friends

in England in the work of the miniflry, and
again

* See vel. III. page 346.
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again in Ireland after his return home, ftill ap-c h a p.

proving himfelf diligent in the difcharge of IV-

manifeited duty. He had meetings amongft xnzt..

thofe of other focieties, in places where there

were no fettled meetings of friends, and feve-

ral were lb affecled by his powerful preach-

ing, that they were thereby convinced, re-

ceived the truth in the love thereof, and
continued ftedfaft in faithfulnefs thereunto.

From the year 1697 to 1 7 13, he repeatedly

vifited friends in the nation of his then re-

fidence and in England, within which fpace of
time he attended the yearly meeting of London
feven times.

In 1 7 13 he undertook his fecond voyage to

America, in conjunction with his former com-
panion James Dickenfon, in which vifit he had
alfo great fervice and great confolation in be-

holding the fruits of his former labours there.

His outward occupation was that of an huf-

bandman, and during the time of his remain-
ing fmgle, he fpent many years in the prime
of his days in travels in the work of the mi-

niftry, in Great Britain, Ireland and America,
and to keep himfelf unincumbered, he employ-
ed himfelf in the humble ftation of a day la-

bourer. About the 40th year of his age, en-

tering into the married Hate, and removing to

Ireland, as aforefaid, he took a farm, in which,

through the divine bleffing upon his care and
indufiry, he was greatly profpered, having an
abundant fufficiency of all things needful. Yet
when his outward fubftance encreafed, he was
remarkable for preferving his primitive humi-
lity and fimplicity in his apparel, his table,

his houfe and furniture ; abftaining from all fu-

Vol. IV. T perfluity,
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c h a p.perfluity, he confined his defires to things
lv

* which were plain, ufeful and needful, to the

,

-"77"" laft, confirming the teftimony he had to bear

to the fimplkky of truth, by an example of

true felf-denial in thcfe refpe&s. And, altho*

he managed his outward affairs with care, at-

tention and fkill, when at liberty to follow

them, yet he kept them in their proper places,

not niffering them to prevent him from a faith-

ful difcharge of his duty, as a member and
minifter of religious fociety, when he appre-

hended a divine call to leave them behind.

He continued a zealous and diligent labourer

in the gofpel, even in advanced years, viuting

friends in England in the year 1721, and at

home until the year 1724, when his natural

ftrength failed. And now near the conclufion

of his life, the review of the manner wherein
he had fpent his time, in the beft fervice, that

of his Maker, and of mankind, in fmcere en-

deavours to promote religion and righteoufnefs

in his generation, was now his coniblation and
v crown of rejoicing. Yet as he was always an

humble minded man, ib with refpedt to him-

felf, near the finifhing of his chriftian courie,

he faid, " Notwithstanding the Lord hath made
" ufe of me at times to be ferviceable in his

" hand, I have nothing to trufl to, but the
" mercy of God hi Chrift Jems." But was
not without an evidence of his everlafting peace

in the kingdom of heaven.

As a minifter he was very careful to wait

for frefh ability to minifter to edification, under
the renewing of the Holy Ghoft, under w^hich

facrcd influence, he was often deeply opened
into the myfteries of the kingdom of heaven,

and
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and his minidry attended with a reaching pow-c h a p.

er and gofpel authority, had a very perluahve IV-

and prevalent efteft upon his audience, where- , 72T"
by many were convinced, many were convert-

ed to righteoufnefs and confirmed in the truth.

The excellency of his gift hath often afFefted

ftrangers with lurprize, to find fuch depth of

matter, pertinence of expreflion and affefting

energy, under an appearance of rufdc iimplicity.

He was alfo zealoufly engaged to give his

adiitance with his brethren in keeping up the

hedge of discipline and good order in the

church, under the like lively frame of fpirit

and authority of the gofpel ; his fentiments on
the proper qualification for this fervice, are'

contained in the following remarks, wrhich were
found amongft his papers after his deceafe.

* As I was deeply exercifed in my mind"
' about the things of the living God, and the
c holy order of the bleffed gofpel of the Lord
' Jefus, it was opened to me, that all concern-
4 ed friends that fpeak in men's meetings,
' ought to wait for a due inward feeling of the
1 heavenly gift; and as that gave an under-'
' Handing, then fpeak in, and minilter in the
' order of Jefas, which is holy, and all that
c then fpeak will be for promoting the way of
' truth, and keeping all the profeffors thereof
' in faithfulnefs and true obedience to the
* Lord. I being thus in a travail of fpirit, the
1 Hate of men's meetings as they now are was
1

fet before me ; and I law three forts of men
' fpeaking, and they were in three paths, one
c

fort was on the right hand, where they ran
' on in their own wills, and were very fierce

T 2 for
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for order but not in a right fpirit, they were
the caufe of long difcourfes, and greatly dii-

pleafed the Lord and his faithful people. I

faw another path to the left hand, and there

was a great darknefs, and a ftiff-neck'd peo

pie that was for breaking down the orders

and good rules that the Lord has eftabliihed

in his church, then my foul was filled with

forrow and cries to the Lord, feeing the

great danger both thefe were in. Then the

Lord was pleafed to fhow me, a middle path,

and the Lord's people were in it, and had
the ftrong line ofjuftice and true judgment, the

Lord's holy Spirit and heavenly power is their

guide. I am moved to warn all you that are

Miff and flurdy in your own wills, to ftand

ftill and turn in your minds to the heavenly

gift, in it is the true wifdom and heavenly

knowledge • and you will learn to know what
the good and acceptable will of the Lord is,

and if you fpeak in the meeting it will be to

pleafe God and for his honour, not your own,

for you ftrive for honour in a carnal mind,

and feek not the honour of the Lord, but are

in great prefumption.'

CHAP.
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CHAP. V

George II. Accejfwn to the Throne.—"Friends ad-

drefs the King on the Occafton.—This Society

Jiil! expofed to heavy Sufferings for Ecclefiaftical

Demands.—Lift of enormous Sufferings of the

People called Quakers prefented to the Houfe of
Commons, which is ftrongly oppofed by the Cler-

gy.— Remarks upon two Pamphlets written

againji it.—Extraclsfrom the Country Parfons

Plea and the Anfwer thereto.—Petitions fent up
againji the Bill.—Is pafj'ed in the Houfe ofCom-

mons and fent up to the Lords.—After a long

Debate is loft in the Houfe of Lords.—Addrefs

of Thanks to the Bifhops of London and Salifbu-

ry.—Remark thereupon.—Defence of the Oppo-

Jition thereto.—Remarks thereupon.

WiHEN the account of the late king's death chap.
was received, his fon George the fecond fuc-

v*

ceeded to the government of the Britifh domi- I72 g

nions. AddrefTes of condolence and congratu- George the

lation being prefented to him by both houies of %ntaxhc
l"

parliament, were followed by many others, throne.

And the people called Quakers, who were real

friends to the Hanoverian fucceffion, eileemed

themfelves engaged, in point of gratitude, for

the extenfion of their religious and civil liber-

ties
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c h a P. ties in the late reign, and the particular indul-
v- gence they had been favoured with therein, to

,
_^~ wait upon the new king with an addrefs upon

the occafion.

It hath been before remarked, that fince the

revolution and the benevolence of king Wil-
liam's parliament had granted diflenters the

acl of exemption from the penal ftatutes, under

which they had fo deeply fuffered in the pre-

ceding reigns, and the legal rule of the houfe

of Hanover, had maintained them in the full

fruition of the benefits thereof, that materials

for the continuation of this hiftory are lefs

abundant, than they were previous to that pe-

riod : of the two fubjeCts of fuffermg, to which
they were left expofecl, from one they were
effectually relieved in the late reign, \iz. that

arifing from their teftimony in regard to oaths

;

This fode- but in refpecl to the other, of tithes and ec-
tyffiliex- clefiaftical demands, they have been frequently

heavy fuf- expofed, fince that period, to heavy fufferings

feringfor both in perfon and eftate. For although the

Side-
'"

legiflature, which in the 7th and 8th years of
mands. king William's reign, granted them the firft

acl for accepting their folemn affirmation, in-

* See vol. ftead of an oath in the ufual form, * added a

iii.p.403. claufe pointing out an eafier and Lefs expeniive

method of recovering tithes and church rates

(lb called) extending that called the 46s. act

to 10/. for Quakers tithe, to be determined in

a fummary manner by two juiliccs of peace,

and levied by their warrant: yet as the laid

a6l contained no reftraining claufe, to prevent

the clergy from applying to the more grievous

and oppreflive profecutions in the Exchequer
and
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and Ecclefiaftical Courts, many of them mani- c ha p.

felled a difpofition to perfecution ftill, as far as __^^
their hands were not tied up by the letter of 17a g.

the law, by applying to thefe more ruinous

methods; and when an eafy, ready and un-

expenfive mode of recovery is in their power,

what is it but perfecution to attempt the ruin

of a man, or profecute him to perpetual im-

prifonment on account of a confcientious fcru-

ple ? , .

About this time a catalogue of fuch gnev-Liftof
it. t-i r* enormous

ous fufferings was drawn up by the meeting &fferiogs .

for fufferings, in order in due time to be laid

before the public and the legiflature :
but a

more perfed one in 1736, which is here iub-

joined.

An account of many prcfecutions carried on

againft the people called Quakers for tithes and

church rates, Eafter-offerings, &e. under the

refpe&ive heads, and in the feveral courts fol-

lowing, for funis demanded not exceeding ten

pounds value, fince the a£t of the 7th and 8th

of king William the third, which provided for

recovering of tithe and church rates_ under the

value of 10/. in a fummary way, with an ac-

count of the prifoners committed by procefs out

of the feveral courts, fome of whom continued

prifoners to the time of their death, fome ten

years, others lefs, whereby feveral families

have 'been reduced to the necefiity of being

fupported by the charity of their friends.

An
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An INDEX of the Number of Prosecutions.

Counties. In the In the 7« oMtr
7/2 a//.

Impri- Died
E.xcheq. Ec. Courts Courrs. Joned. Prifoners

Bedfordfhire 6 7 1 14 2 O

Berkshire 6 x 3 I 20 3

Buckingh. 1

1

3 2 16 8 O

Cambridgfh. 12 5 I 18 9 O

Cheihire I 1

1

O 12 2 O

Comwal 12 9 I 22 6 O

Cumberland 37 10 I I 53 27 3

Derbyfhire 3 5 I 9 3 O

Devonfhire l 5 18 O 33 8 O

Dorfetfhire 2 4 4 10 2 O

Durham 6 9 2 17 10 O

ElTex 42 6 9 57 9 O

Glocefterfh. 20 3 2 25 3 O

Hampihire x 9 2 1 22 6 O

Hertfordm. 4 8 6 18 3 O

Herefordfh. 4 2 6 O

Huntington. 4 1 1 6 2 O

Kent 16 1

1

27 4 O

Lancafhire 2 2 16 20 1

1

O

Leicefterlh. 6 1

1

17 6 I

Lincolnlhire \6 5 4 25 4 O

London 2 3 *9 42 1 O

Middlefex 74 6 6 86 9 O

Norfolk 20 7 2 29 8

Northampt. 8 J 3 4 25 10 O

Nottingham. 6 5 1 12 3 O

Oxfordihire 17 1 4 22 4 O

Rutlandfhire r . 2 3 2 O

Somerfetlh. 76 22 9 107 3° I

Staffordih. — 9 1 10 4 O

Suffolk 24 7 1 32 5 O

Surry 34 21 21 16 13 O

SulTex 36 3 4 43 1

1

I

Warwickfh. 18 3 29 6 I

Weftmorl. 5 2 2 9 4 O

Wiltfhire 12 6 18 4 O

Worcefterfh. 4 ID 8 22 5 O

Yorkmire 55 6l 20 136 40 2

Wales 12

659

IO

3 6 7

5_
x 54

27

1 1 80

9 O

302 9
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From 1704 to 1722.

James Haviland
Thomas Strong

Richard Cafe

Thomas Drape
Robert Holiday

Richard Allen

Henry Wake
Jofeph J. Williams

John Taylor
Alexander Moore
Jeremiah Ellis

George Bewley
Samuel Tulley & 7
Thomas Warner 5
William Pearfon

Jonathan Peafley

Daniel Williams

Abram Butterfield

Roger Jenkins

Thomas Jenkins

Thomas Ellwood

Sums
demanded

I. S. d.

8 O

1 IO 6
x 3

4 10 1

1

1

6
1 M 6
1 4 6
2

1 5 8

6 *5 1

1

1

3 10

1 2 8

*3

7

1 6

8

14 6

1 5 c

12 c

Value tak:n

I. s. d.

61

H 1

1

6

37 1

1

6

<;o

60
80

3°

3°

44 18

87 16 1

1

44

93 10

75 16

l 9 16

•37 5

20

90
84 10 6

67 10

24 7 6

By Sequeftration

By Sequeftration

By Do.
By Do.
By Do.

Imprifoned

C And twice im-

(_
prifoned

In Goods & Ef-

tate worth 80I.

and 1 5 Months
I Imprifonment

By Sequeftration

By Do.

The above Sums are exclufive of their own Expenfe in

thofe Suits, and iuffering many Imprisonments in the Courfe
of the Proceedings, and thefe are only a Few among the

many we could produce.

N. B. Thefe Accounts appear to be drawn up about the

Year 1728.
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In the year 1736, they alfo prefented a pe-

tition and the annexed cafe to the parliament

, 736.
then fitting.

Cafe of the The Cafe of the People called Quakers.
people cal-

led Qua-
kers pie- In the feventh and eighth years of the reign

p«ill
t0 of king William the third, an aft was palled

ment. for the more eafy recovery of fmall tithes,

offerings, oblations, ooventions or compontions,

not exceeding the yearly value of 40s. from
any one perfon in a fummary way, by juftices

warrant; which was continued, by an act of

the eleventh and twelfth of the faid king, and
was made perpetual by an act of the third and
fourth of queen Anne.

In the feventh and eighth years of the reign

of king William the third, in an act for accept-

ing the folemn affirmation of the people called

Quakers, like remedy is provided for the reco-
• very of tithes and church rates from Quakers,

who fhall refufe to pay the fame, the fum not

exceeding 10/. which act being temporary was
continued by a fabfequent act, and was by an

act of the firft of king George the firft, extended

to all rates euilomary or other rights, dues or

payments, belonging to any church or chapel

;

to be paid for the maintenance of any minifter

or curate in any church or chapel.

Thefe acts, it is humbly conceived, were in-

tended not only for the eafe of the profecutor,

but alfo to prevent oppreffion and ruinous

profecutions.

Notwithstanding which, there have been pro-

fecuted in the exchequer, ecclefiaftical and
other courts, in England and Wales, for de-

mands
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mands recoverable by the fa id act, above chap.
eleven hundred of the people called Quakers,

v "

of whom near three hundred were committed 1736.

to priibn, and feveral of them died prilbners.

Thofe profecutions, though frequently com-
menced for trivial fums, from 4^. to 5*. and

great part of them, for fums not exceeding 4.CS.

have been attended with fuch heavy cofts and
rigorous executions, that above 800/. has been

taken from ten perlbns, where the original de-

mands upon all of them collectively, did not

amount to 1 5/.

By fuch profecutions, the favourable intent

of the aforefaid acts, is in a great meafure

fruOrated ; and many of the faid people fuller

as if no fuch laws were in being: though chrif-

tian charity muft admit, that their refufal of

fuch demands is purely confcientious, fince no
reafonable man, confideriug his circumftances

and family would incur fuch fevere fufferings on,

any other account.

'Tis therefore, humbly fubmitted, whether
fuch profecutions, frequently atiended with ex
communications and imprifonments, be not

grievances which call for redrefs, and whether
it be not reafonable to reOrain the profecutors

from proceedings fo ruinous and deftructive.

In purfuance of this petition and cafe, a bill

for their relief, was brought into the houfe of
commons, and printed; when the clergy muf-
tered all their ftrength againft it, whereby they

manifefted themfelves no lefs eager to hold faft

the power of oppremon, which the law had left

them, in the recovery of the tithe than the

tithe itfelf. Three anonymous pamphlets foon

made their appearance, reported to be all the

productions
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chap. produ6lions of bifhops. Two of them appear
v *

lb little to the purpofe, as to bring little credit

1736. to their authors, or little ftrength to the caufe;

but the third, fuppofed to be written by the

then bifhop of London, a ftrenuous advocate

for ecclefiaftical power, (the author of Codex

juris Ecclefiajlki Anglicani ably anfwered by
judge Folter) handled the fubjecl more fully

and more artfully in a pamphlet under the title

of the Country Parfort's Plea, againji the Qua-
ker's Billfor Tithes, &c. This piece received a

copious and fpirited anfwer, in a letter to the

author, by [one who ililes himfelf ] a member
of the houfe of commons, but was afterward

found to be lord Hervey. But even men of
parts and penetration engaged in varnilhing a

doubtful caufe, will fometimes forget themfelves,

and yielding to the impulfe of reafon and truth,

at one ftroke overturn all they have been la-

bouring to eftablifh: thus the councry parfon,

after racking his invention, endeavouring to

ihew the hardihips to which this bill would ex-

pofe him, feems in the conclufion fairly to own,
that no wife or good clergyman would apply to

any other than the method prefcribed by the

bill. And of confequence he had been labo-

riouily advocating the caufe of thofe parfons

only, who are neither wife nor good. His an-

tagonift who hath overlooked no part of his

plea, upon this paragraph, argues thus, " If

" the wifeft and belt ufe it of choice, this

" will be an argument that the unreafonable
" and unjuft fhould be retrained to it; for are

" the fubjecls of England to have no better fe-

'.' curity againfl: opproilion than the wii'dom and
" goodnels of the clergy? or ought the clergy

" to
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to be trailed with a power, which according chap.
to the parfon's confefiion, neither a wife cler-

*' gyman nor a good clergyman can ufe with-
1736.

" out mifchief either to himfelf or his neighbour.
cc Where the power of oppreilion is, acts of op-
<c preflion will undoubtedly be."

But the bifhops did not truft their caufe only 1737.

to thefe pamphlets. * Circular letters were

written to the clergy, in all or molt parts

of the kingdom, in confequence of which, peti-

tions were prefented againft the bill, by the

clergy of Middlefex, and molt other parts of

England and Wales. Counfel was heard in Theb;n
behalf of the petitioners, and feveral alterations pafiVth in

propofed in the bill, which after long repeated
J*"

5 hou
J"

e

debates furmounted all oppofition, and was lent mons.

up to the lords.

In the houfe of lords the bill was read a firft

time; many petitions were here alfo prefented

againft it. The petitioners were ordered to be

heard by their counfel upon the fecond reading,

and it was ordered, that counfel in favour of the

bill mould be heard at the fame time. Upon
the fecond reading of the bill, they were heard

for and againft it, and after they had fmifhed and
were withdrawn, a motion was made for com-

mitting

* The country parfon's refpondent remarks, that, the bill

ought to pafs were it only for an example, that it is not in

the power of a mitred dodor
y by his letters mijjive, Itirring up

petitions from every diocefe, to intimidate an houfe of com-
mons, in a matter of this high concern to the juftice of the

kingdom. " I hope," fays he, " a body of Engliih. gentle-

" men will never weigh petitions in quantity againft any
*' bill whatever ; efpecially bills for the reformation of the
" church, againft which they are certain of having as many
" remonllrances, as there are deaneries, archdeaconries,

" chapters, colleges or ecclefiaftical precincts in England and
" Wales."
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chap, mitting the bill, whereupon a very long debate

t

v
'

,
enfued.

iji-j. The motion was made by lord H -n

(fappofed Hinton) iupported by lords Hervey
and Carteret, the duke of Argyle and earl of
Hay, and oppofed by the bifhop of Salifbury,

the lord Chancellor, lords Hardw'ick and
Lovell. But after the merits of the cafe were
debated at large, the reality of the grievances

and the unreafoiiablenefs of the fufferings of the

petitioners being too manifeft to be evaded, a new
argument was taken up againft the fcheme of

the bill, as it came from the commons ; that it

was very imperfect:, and fo incorrect as to ren-

der it unfit in its prefent form, to be paffed into

a law; and that the feilion was fo far advanced,

as did not allow time for altering and amending

Em is it. This being urged as a reaibn againft commit-
thrown out ting the bill at this time, and the quellion being

houfe of Put ' uPon a divilion, it was carried in the nega-

lords. tive by 54 not-contents to 35 contents. The
ftrenuous and united exertions of the clergy,

and the weight of their intereft preponderated,

and the bill was loft.

In the majority we find fifteen bifhops,* three

of whom were commonly reported to have early

taken up their pens in oppofition to the petition

of the people called Quakers, and the bill in-

tended for their relief; two of thefe, the bifhop

of London and the bifhop of Salifbury feem

to have diftinguifhed themfelves by an extraor-

dinary zeal, not only for preferving the claims

of the clergy unimpaired, but the power of con-

tinuing to be vexatious and oppreflive in the re-

covery

* The third, the bifhop of Litchfield and Coventry,
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covery thereof, when either their difguft or in- c h a p.

tereft might influence them thereto. As they ,

x

j
are particularly diftinguifhed by an addrefs of , 737
thanks voted by the clergy of their refpeclive Addrefs

diocefes ; the former from the clergy of London
c^™y t^

to their bifhop, for the many and great " in- the buiiops

" fiances of his care and vigilance in maintaining ^d
§*y™

" the conftitution of the church of England, in bury.

" its prefent happy ellablifhment, and the legal

" rights of the clergy ; and in particular for

" the Jleady and vigorous oppoftion, which he
" had lately given to the attempt that had been
te

lately made upon them." The latter from
the clergy in the neighbourhood of Devizes,

Wiltihire, " to manifeit the grateful fenfe they
" retain of their prefervation from that Jlrange
" and unheard of infringement of their rights,

" which was lately attempted by the Quakers
" in their tithe bill, to return him their humble
" and hearty thanks, for the indefatigable pains
" he had taken, and the frmfland he made,
" agreeable to the truft and duty of his high fta-

" tion, in defence of their ju(t and indifputable

" privileges."

From thefe clerical reprefentations of the pro-

ceeding of the people called Quakers, it feems

they think it a criminal defign againft the confti-

tution of the church of England, in its prefent

efablifhment, a Jlrange and unheard of infringe-

ment of their rights, to apply to the legiilature

for a redrefs of real grievances, when thefe

grievances arife from the undue exercife of pow-
er, in the hands of the ecclefiaiticks ; and that

to opprefs, imprifon for life, and ruin a neigh-

bour in his eftate or circumftances, is the juft
and indifputable privilege of the priefihood.

W iiereas
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chap. Whereas, candidly 1 think it would be more for
'

,
the honour, the iervice and real intereft of any

, 737 .
church, to have all fuch things reclined or re-

moved, as admininer juft occafion of offence
and reproach, and are in their own natures in-

difputably wrong.

London In an anonymous piece publifhed about this
Mag. July, time) under the title of, A modeji defence of the

oppoftion lately given to the Quakei's Bill, I rind

a grofs mifrepreientation of fact, either for want
of being acquainted with the true Itate of the

fact ; or knowingly, in which latter cafe the writ-

er is inexcufable, he faith, "If people fuffered

" themfelves to be impofed upon by fa lie re-

weffentati-
" presentations of the clergy's having abufed

on of fa<a. " the liberty out of malice or ill-will, they know
" whom to blame."

" The Quakers were early challenged with-
" out doors, to make good a charge fo injurious
" to the character of the clergy, by aiiigning

". particular inilances of fuch abufe. The fame
" motion is faid to have been made, but in
tf vain, in one houfe of parliament and when
" it fucceeded in another houfe, the few inftan-

" ces they alledged (not above four or five, if

" I am rightly informed) and thofe fo little to

" the purpofe, when enquired into, as fhewed
" how great reafon they and their friends had
" to guard againft the fpecification of particu-

" lars. And it was aftonifhing to hear them
" plead unpreparednefs, after they had repre-
" fented thole abufes in the grofs, (to the num-
" ber of one thoufand) as the only foundation
" of their bill."

Now by the real (late of the cafe it will ap-

pear that,

i. That
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1

.

The people called Quakers made no falfe chap.
reprefentation of the clergy's having abuied the

_

v
"

t

liberty, &c. in publishing a lilt of the grievous , 737
fufferings of their friends, in cafes wherein Reflexions

they might have recovered their claims in a
1 ereupou *

more eafy way.

2. That when they were early challenged to

make good their charge by afligning particular

inftances of fuch abufe; they anfwered the chal-

lenge by producing a fpecification of the griev-

ances complained of with as much expedition

as the nature of the cafe would admit.

3. That his information was very wrong, if

he was informed, that " the inflantes alledged

" were not above four or five," whereas they

were more than twice as many hundred, and
the greateft part fo much to the purpofe, as

clearly fhewed (not " how great reafon they,
" and their friends, had to guard againft the
" fpecification of particulars," but) how great

reafon they had to petition for redrefs of grievances

fo fevere and oppreffive.

The following cafes extracted from which,

may, with many others, clearly evince that the

application of this people, for the redrefs of
grievances, fo fevere and diftreffing was very

reafon able and requilite, and the oppofiti-

on thereto, no inftance of a tender regard to

the maxims of chriftianity or humanity.

i. Grievous Profecutions for trivial

Demands.

\Bedfordjhirey 1707.] William Francis, of Luton,

a poor lhoe-maker, was profecuted in the ecclefiaftical

Vol. IV. U court,
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chap court, at the fait of Chriftopher Eaton, vicar; for a

v- demand of one great, for Eafter-ofterings fo warmly,
s-—-~.—

—

> that the charges of the profecution came to eighty

pounds. The poor man was excommunicated, and

lay clofe confined in Bedford jail above 19 months,

till an act of grace came out, and fet him at liberty.

[1 702.] Adam Laurence andEliz.Vokins,profecutcd

in the eccleliaiLical court, at the fuit of John Piggott

and Thomas Price, wardens of the pariih of Weft-

Charlow; were committed to Reading jail, on a writ

de Excommunicato capiendo, on the 1 8th of the month

called January, 1 702, and continued prifoners between

fix and feven years, till difcharged by an act of grace

in 1709: a long imprifonment for a demand of about

nine (hillings from both of them

!

[1703.] John Tydd of Chatteris, was profecuted in

the Exchequer, at' the fuit of William Turkington,

parfon of Chatteris ; for a demand of thirty-four mil-

lings, for two years fmall tithes, and was committed

to Cambridge caftie, on the 14th of the month called

Auguft, 1703, and continued prifoner, above fix years

and two months, till difcharged by an act of grace, on

the 28th of October, 1 709.

[Carnival, 1704.] Richard Hitchins, was profecut-

ed in the Exchequer for tithes, at the fuit of Stephen

Hugoe, vicar of the parifh called St. Auitell. The

pari'en was advifed by feveral perfons of distinc-

tion, to take his tithe by juftice's warrant; but he

turned the deaf ear to all their perfuafions, and would

proceed in the Exchequer. The tithe adjudged him by

the barons was but one pound nineteen millings and

fix pence, for which the cofts of fuit were taxed at

thirty-eight pounds; for non-payment whereof, the

poor man was committed prifoner to the fherirFs ward,

at Bodmin, on the 13th of the month called May,

1707, and continued clofe prifoner there three years

one month and two days, and then removed himfelf

to the King's Bench prifon at London, where he re-

mained a prifoner till the 7th of the month called

May, 1 7 14: fo that the whole time of his imprifon-

ment
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ment was feveti years, for an original demand of one Chap.
pound nineteen ihillings and fix pence. ' v -

[Cumberland, 1701.] Ann Henderibn, Widow, and
her ion Robert Henderfon, profecuted in the Common
Pleas, at the luit of Thomas jStory, parfon of Banton

;

were arrefted on the 12th of the Month called June,

1 70 1, (though the writ, upon fearch made afterward,

bore date on the 17th.) Upon trial the Jury gave a

verdict for one penny damages, it being for tithe-wool.

They were imprifoned 1 1 months, and releafed by an
act of grace.

\_Lancapire, 1 7 19.] Ifrael Fell, profecuted for tithes,

at the fuit of "William Turton, parfon of Standifh;

was a prifoner four years for tithe, but of one milling

value; and then difcharged upon the death of the

profecutor.

\_Midd!efex.~\ William Jackfon, Robert Chalkley,

Arnold Frowd, John Beale, Jonathan Wood, John
Conftantine and John Marfhall, were profecuted in

the Exchequer, for Eafter-oiferings and fmall tithes,

at the fuit of John Wright vicar of Stepney. The
rates fet upon Eafter-ofFerings, and tithes claimed by
the faid John Wright, in his bill of complaint againft

them preferred in the Exchequer, were as followeth,

s. d.

For Eafter-Offerings upon
every perfon,

A Cock, — —
A Hen, — —
A Goofe, — —
A Duck, — —
A Sow, — —
A Cow, — —
Turnips for every acre fowed ^

in the field, —
5

The faid vicar alfo made claim upon gardens, orch-
ards, calves, lambs, wool and milk, in his faid bill of
complaint. Whereas 'tis known, that the perfons

aforefaid, being moft of them inhabitants in and near
Spittlefields (and John Conftantine in Ratcliff) their

places of habitation allow not the keeping fuch things,

U 2 they

2

I

4
4

I 8
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CHAP, they not ufing lands; fome of them being mean fliop-

7* keepers, and others fuch as laboured honeftly for their
v"—~>——

' own ar) d families fubiiftence, therefore, not capable of

being Stocked or polTefled of fuch goods, as were
mentioned in the bill.

The aforefaid proiecution was carried on to the im-

prifonment of four of the faid perfbns, viz. Robert
Chalkley, John Conftantine, William Jackfon and

John Beale, who were committed to Newgate on the

8th day of November, 1703, upon attachments, at

the fuit of John Wright, vicar of the faid parifh of

Stepney. The faid John Conftantine, was difcharged

from his imprifonment in the year 1708, being about

live years after.

\_War<wickJJjire, 1 705.] Jane Robinfon of Auftrey,

widow, was profecuted in the Exchequer for tithes, at

the fuit of Charles Wainwright, parlon of Auftrey.

The parfon's demand was for tithes of apples, &c.

is. Sd. and of bees, Sd. the poor widow was commit-
ted to Warwick jail, and lay there about nine

months.

{JVejhnorland, 1701.] Thomas Savage of Clifton,

profecuted for tithes, at the fuit of Rowland Burrough,

clerk of Browham and Clifton, was arrefted and com-
mitted to prifon, in the month called January, 1701,
and continued prifoner till November, 1702, for a de-

mand of 3X. /\d. for tithes. Upon application to the

judge who went that circuit, he was directed to move
the court of King's Bench, which motion being after-

ward made, he was difcharged.

[Tbrhfiire, 1699.] Edward Walker of Thornton
le Moor, in the parilh of little Otterton, was profe-

cuted in the Exchequer, at the fuit of John Walker,
parfon of little Otterton ; for one year's composition

for tithes, amounting to about 3.)-. 4^/. and was com-
mitted to York caftle, on the 21ft of October, 1699,
and remained prifoner about nine years and three

quarters, till difcharged by fuperfedeas upon an act

of grace on the 20th of the month called July,

1709.

2. Exorbitant
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2. Exorbitant Diftraints.

[Buckingham/hire, 1 7 19.] Abraham Barber, Thomas
Olliffe and Nicholas Larcum, were profecuted in the

Exchequer, at the fuit of John Higgs the elder, and
John Higgs the younger, tithe-farmers. The demand
on Barber, Olliffe and Larcum, was but eight millings

for tithe on all three of them, and the decree of

the court but for four millings. They were all taken

up by an attachment in November, 1 721, and carried

to Ailfbury jail. On the 20th and 22d of October,

1722, the goods of the faid Abraham Barber were
feized for the whole demand and charges, viz.

£. s. J,

7 Quarters and 4 bufhels of Wheat, 11 00
16 Quarters of Malt London meafure, 12 16 o

For a demand of Ss. Taken 23 16 o

CHAP.
v.

£1707.] Thomas Ellwood, Abraham Butterfield and
William Catch, were profecuted in the Exchequer,

at the fuit of Jofhua Leaper, tithe-farmer under
Humphrey Drake, redlor of Amerfham.
The original demand for tithes on-i^T. s. d.

Thomas Ellwood was about 1 is. for /

which he had taken from him, houf- 1 24 7 6
hold goods, and an horfe, worth J

On A. Butterfield 7 or 8/. for which ^
he had taken from him, corn, hay, > 90 o 8

and cattle, worth — —
3

OnW. Catch between 7 & 8/. for which "}

he had taken, grafsworth 8/. 14.C Sd.> 20 19 8

5yearsrent of a tenemf. 12/. $s. od. j
[Gloucefterjkire, 17 16.] Jonathan Peafley, late of Juff.

in the parilh of Olvefton, was profecuted in the Ex-
chequer, at the fuit of Benjamin Bayly, vicar of Olvef-

ton. The vicar's demand on Jonathan Peafley was
for three and a half, or four years, fmall tithes of about

feven pounds value. He was committed to Glou-
cefter
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CHAP, cefter jail, and the next term, brought up by Habeas

v
- Corpus to the Exchequer, and fet at liberty : But the
v— vicar foon after renewing his fuit, Pea fly was brought

to the Exchequer again in 1 7
1 7, and committed to

the Fleet ; and proceeded againft to a Seqtnjtration, by
which was feized and taken from him in December,

14 Cows, 6 heifers and 3 yearlings, valued at 77
A wheat mow, a bean mow, and about

20 buihels of beans, — —
2 Beds, 2 Bedfteads and Bedding,

2 Sides of bacon, 10 hundred of checfe,

Ail the reft of the goods in and about ~)

the houfe, — — — 5
Three ricks of hay, — —
7/. per Annum free land during his life,

For about 7/. value Take

N. B. The faid vicar did threaten to ruin the

faid Jonathan Peafley of his flock and eftate, and all

that he had: and executed it in a great meafure;

for by his feizure the poor man was left not worth

ten pounds, yet had a wife and three fmall children.

[Somerfet/hire, 17 12.] Charles Bewfey and his

wife, were profecuted in the Exchequer, at the fuit of

Hugh Lambert, parlbn of Mudford, for a demand of

7/. ioj". for tithes. Charles was rirft taken up, on

an attachment in November, 171 2. In September,

1 7 13, he and his wife were committed to prifon,

and kept clofe prifoners from their family of feven

children; and in the month called January following,

were brought up to London, and then had liberty

given them till the next term. On the 15th of the

month called June, 17 14, they were again brought

Up to the Exchequer bar, and committed to the Fleet

prifon* In the month called April, 17 17, his goods

were feized to the value of 9/. 1 c.r. alfo his freehold

eftate worth about 3 c/. per Annuniy which with the

£• s. a.

at 77

5
I9

6

J 3 5

40

12

1 7°

237 5
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fruit the firft year was worth thirty fix pounds : c k a F

Alfo another eftate of upwards of twenty pounds v -

per Annum, kept two years, forty pounds. So that he
had taken from him in all, to the value of 85/. 15 J-,

(befide his fuffering impriibnment above five years)

for an original demand of 7/. 10s.

[Wales, 1 72 1.] Daniel Williams of Langhorne, in

South Wales, was profecuted in the Chancery court

of the grand Seffions of Carmarthen for tithes, at

the fuit of Thomas Philips, vicar. His demand on
Daniel Williams was about is. 6d. and his fon, not a

Quaker, tendered the vicar 5^. before any profecution

began, bidding him take his due for his father's

tithe-, but the vicar refufed it, and replied, Daniel

ni'.ijl fuffer. He was committed to Carmarthen jail

on the 1 6th of the month called Auguft, 1721.

On the 22d of the fame month he was brought into

court, and recommitted to prifon, where he continu-

ed about fifteen months. On the 25th of the fame
month, an order of court was ifTued for entering upon
and fequefbring all his eftate real and perfonal •,

which was afterward executed : his goods, worth
about 20/. were feized and difpofed of without ap-

praifment. His freehold eftate, worth about 80/.

was alfo feized : the perfons who made the fcizure,

would not permit the faid Daniel's daughter, then in

the houle, to take her own wearing apparel, till per-

fuaded to it, with much ado, by one of their own
company : they turned her out of doors, lockt up the

houle, and took the key with them. On the 12th of
September, 1724, the faid Daniel by his council,

moved the court, that the faid fequefrration might be
difcharged; whereupon it was referred to the regifter

to examine, and certify whether the fame did regular-

ly iiTue out, or not : upon his report in the affirmative,

the fequeftration was confirmed; and an order of

court was made, requiring the faid Daniel to pay the

plaintiff his cofhs of the faid reference, which were
taxed at 3/. 9^. 3^.

3. Repeated
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3. Repeated Profecutions of the

fame Perfons.

\_Buckinghamjhire, 1704.] John Babington was pro-

fecuted for tithes, four years fucceflively, at the fuit

of Igriatius Fuller, parfon of Sherington : in 1704, in

tl Common Pleas for treble damages: in 1705, in

the Exchequer: in 1706, in the Ecclefiaftical Court:

in 1707, in the Common Pleas. The firft of which

ifludd in the feizure of his cattle, to the value of

above 40/. for 7/. \6s. demanded. The fecond, in

his imprifonment in Ailfbury jail, on an attachment.

The third, in his imprifonment there, on a writ do

Excommunicato capiendo. And the fourth, in a fei-

zure of his goods to the value of above 100/. for a

demand of 25/. for two years tithe ; one of which ap-

pears to be the fame, for which he had been excom-
municated and imprisoned before.

[Cumberland.'] Robert Atkinfon, of Laurence

Holme, was profecuted in the Exchequer for tithes,

at the fuit of Sir George Fletcher, impropriator. He
was firft imprifoned at Carlifle: in the month called

May, 1698, he was removed by Habeas Corpus to

London, and committed to the Fleet prifon, about

230 miles from his wife and family. While he con-

tinued prifoner in the Fleet, the fuit was carried on
to a fequeftration, and in the year 1700, his corn and

cattle were feized to the value of 58/. befides which,

in 1 70 1, theymade two otherfeizures, and detained from

him an horfe and cow worth 61. 16s. 6d. in all, 64/.

j 6s. 6d. for a demand of 26/. An Order was alfo ii-

fued for feizing the reel eftate of the faid Robert At-

kinfon, but before the attorney had time to execute

it, the plaintiff, Sir George Fletcher, died.

[1708.] Robert Atkinfon, aforefaid, was again

profecuted in the Exchequer, for tithes, at the fuit of

Henry Fletcher, impropriator. He was committed to

Carlifle jail, in the month called May, 1708 ; and dis-

charged in the month called July, 1709, by an a<St of

general
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general pardon. In 17 10, the faid Henry Fletcher Chap.
fubpama'd him again into the Exchequer, ; but that v-

fuit ended ibon after by the death of the profecutor.

He had during the procefs againft him, his corn

and cattle feized at one time to the value of 58/. is, gd,

at another time goods worth 15/. and at a third time

to the value of 3/.

[Derby/hire, 1 7 1 1 .] "William Hancock of Cutthorpe,

was profecuted in the Exchequer, at the fuit of

Richard Milner and John Woodward, tithe-farmers,

and again in the next year, 17 12, in the Common
Pleas. He was taken up by an attachment out of the

Exchequer, and committed to the common jail atChef-

terheld, on the 13th of October, 171 1, and con-

tinued prifoner till the 25th of the month called

March 1 7 1 2, and was then fet at liberty by the profe-

cutor's order, who dropt his fuit in the Exchequer
;

and foon after proceeded againft him in the Common
Pleas for treble damages, got an execution, and for an

original demand of \6s. gd. for fix years, made a fei-

zure of his houfhold goods, and a cow, to the value of

20/. leaving him nothing of value for the ufe of his

wife and children.

\JVorcejlerJlnrey 1700.] Ifaac Averill, of Broadway,
was prolecuted for tithes, on the ftatute for treble

damages, at the fuit of the Lady Coventry. The
jury found the value of the tithe for three years,

13/. and an execution was awarded for 39/. treble

damages : his goods were taken by diftrefs, to the

value of 59/. ioj-. 6d.

Ifaac Averill, aforefaid, was profecuted for tithes,

on the ftatute for treble damages, at the fuit of

Anthony Stevens, renter, of one fourth part of his

tithes. The tithes claimed by Stevens amounted to

at moft but 2/. ioj-. for which the goods of the faid

Averill were feized by William Geatly and William
Weftwood, bailiffs, to the value of 31/. $s.

[1703.3 Ifaac Averill of Broadway, was profecuted

for tithes, on the ftatute for treble damages, at the

fuit of John Phillips, John Davies and William Lam-
pitt, tithe-farmers under the Lady Coventry, for three

fourth,
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CHAP, fourth parts of his tithes. The tithe due from Averill
v

- for one year, to the renters of the three fourth parts,

on trial appeared to be but 4/. 6. $d. for which were
taken from him grain, hay, ftraw, &c. worth
38/. 4-'. 4^-

[1709.] Ifaac Averill, aforefaid, was profecuted for

tithes, on the ftatute for treble adamages, at the fuit

of Anthony Stevens, renter, of one fourth part of his

tithes. The laid Ifaac Averill, for 5/. $s. demanded
by Stevens, had taken from him in the year 1709,
corn, bedding, and other goods, worth 44/. 4s.

[17 10.] Ifaac Averill was again profecuted on the

fame ftatute for tithes, by the aforefaid Anthony
Stevens. In 17 10, he had taken from him for a de-

mand of «;/. 5.)-. goods worth 52/. 10s 6d.

[171 1.] Ifa2C Averill, aforefaid, was profecuted on
fame ftatute, at the fuit of the aforefaid John Philips,

John Davies and William Lampits. In 171 1, for

tithes of 13/. lingle value, he had taken away, his

horfes, waggon, plough, cart, and corn, to the value

of 65/. 1

1

j.

N. B. The faid Ifaac Averill, at fix feveral times,

for tithes amounting in the whole but to 43/. 6s. Sd,

had taken from him goods worth 291/. 5/. /\d.

4. The following Perfons with

others laid down their Lives

in Prifon.

{Cumberland, 1702.] Mable Henderfon, of Kirk-

banton in Cumberland, was profecuted for fmall

tithes, at the fuit of Thomas Story, prieft of Banton,

and committed prifoner to Carlille jail, on the 7th of

September, 1702, and died a prifoner.

[17 1 5]. Thomas Wilkinfon, William Caddy, An-
thony Skelton, Richard Kirkbride, John Drape, fen.

and John Drape, jun. of Holm-Cultrum, were profe-

cuted for tithes, at the fuit of Jofeph Johnfon and

John Barnes, tithe-farmers. They were committed
prifoners,
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prifoners to Carlifle jail, Caddy and Skelton died pri- chap.
loners, and the others continued four years. v -

\_LeiceJlerJhire, 1705.] John Richards of Norton, v—-v—

—

was profecuted in the Exchequer, for fmall tithes, at

the fait of Theophilus Burditt and William Fenwick,

priefts of Hallaton: who had firft obtained a warrant

from Sir George Beaumont, a juftice of the peace:

But afterwards declined proceeding in that way, and

determined to take a feverer courie, which they did

effectually; for he was committed to jail, and conti-

nued prifoner five years, until he died.

[Somerjet/Jyire, 1696.] William Lyddon of the parifh

of Withil, was profecuted in the Exchequer for

tithes, at the fuit of William Pratt in the behalf of

fome children of an impropriator. Lyddon was com-
mitted to Taunton jail, in the month called April,

1697, and was continued prifoner many years, till

he died.

[Yorkjhire, 1699.] Richard Parrott and Samuel
Spanton of Nafferton, were profecuted in the Eccle-

fiaftical court, for tithes and Eafter-ofFerings, at the fuit

of Robert Jaggon of NafTerton, impropriator or tithe-

farmer. Parrot and Spanton, were both committed to

York caftle on a writ de Excommunicato capiendo, on the

13th of the month called March, 1699: The profe-

cutor's demand on Spanton, was about 3 or. for half

a year's tithes. After fome months clofe confinement

he was taken fick, and not like to live; his mother
intreated the profecutor to permit him to end his

days at home; but was aniwered, That if he would not

pay, his body muA fuffer : So he died there in prifon,

on the 26th of October 1700, and the profecutor died

very fuddenly about two weeks after. Parrott, for a

trivial furn for oblations, was continued a prifoner

above feven years, being releafed on the 5th of the

month called April, 1707.

[Torkjbire,, 1700.] Richard Kendall of Hill-houfe-

bank, in the parilh of Leeds, was profecuted in the

Eccleiiaftical court for tithes, at the fuit of William
Hewan, tithe-farmer. He was committed to Rothwell
jail, by a writ de Excommunicato capiendo, in the month

called
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CHAP, called June, 1 700, and died in the fame prifon, on

v. the 24th of the month called January, 1702, after
St—~v—^ about two years and feven months imprifonment, for

2/. 1 5-r. adjudged by the court.

Thefe fpecimens, extracted from a great num-
ber of others of like kind, are fufficient proof,

that the people called Quakers did not apply

to parliament for redrefs, without real and ur-

gent reafon; and every unprejudiced reader

will be ready to reflect with the Country Par-

fon's refpondent, that, " The number of fuits

" herein fpecifed, the prifoners, the diitrefies,

" and the vail difparity between the demand
" and fum exacted in fuits for tithe, muft
" raife abhorrence in any companionate mind.
" The fingle article of one hundredpounds, taken
<c for eighteen pence, would be a juft reafon for
cc aboliihing tithes, if fuits for them could not
tf be carried on in more humane methods."

1740. The clergy by their exertions prevented the

bill for the relief of this fociety, from ruinous

profecutions, being pafTed into an act; but could

not prevent free remarks being made upon the

many hard cafes, contained in the fpecihcation

publiihed at the inflance of their advocate, ex-

predive of cenfure and diilike of fuch proceed-

The clergym3 s - To prevent or alleviate the difrepute to

puhiifh ex- their character, naturally refulting therefrom,

ons'of the tne c^ergy OL feveral diocefes publifhed exa-
cafes, minations of thefe cafes, as far as thofe of their

refpecTive diocefes were concerned. The drift

of thefe examinations feemed to be to palliate,

and put a deceptive glofs upon facts, wrhich

they could not difprove ; and at the fame time,

by unfair reflections and uncandid infmuations

to
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to bring the Quakers under fuipicion of artifice, chap.
of which they were innocent. This put them v

'

,

under the necellity of publifhing vindications
, 74o.

of their brief account of fadis, and of themfelves Anfwered

from the invidious fuggeftions of their ene- \lvia&ck-

mies. In reply to what had been infinuated in tion there-

one of thefe examinations, they alledge that

they have proved,

1. That 1 180 perfons have been profecuted. Recaphu-

2. That 302 of them were committed to
Jjecaf?

prifon.

3. That 9 of them died prifoners.

4. That the fums fued for were frequently

from 6fd. to $s. that in one cafe a poor widow
and her fon, were imprifoned eleven months on
a verdict for one penny for tithe-wool. And
that in another cafe two perfons were excom-
municated, and fent to jail ; for a demand of

but one farthing * each, for a church-rate.

5. That

* John Walton of Shildon, Thomas Lackenby of Bifliop

Auldand, Ralph Dixon of VVoodhoufe, Love-God Mur-
waite of Bifhop Aukland, widow, and John Dalton of the

fame, were profecuted in the Ecclefiaftical court, at the fuit

of Thomas Sayer and William Slater, wardens, for a church-

rate fo called.

The demands were on Walton, two fliillingsand fix pence,

Lackenby, two pence halfpenny, Dixon one farthing ; on

the widow Murwaite, four pence, and on Dalton, one far-

thing j they were all committed to Durham jail, on a writ

de Excommunicato capiendo j but fevera! of their neighbours,

troubled at their imprifonment for fuch trifles, paid the de-

mands of the court, and got them difcharged.

Such trivial caufes of excommunication, are a degrading

of that office, which ought to be chiefly teferved for a tefli-

niony againft grofs enormities or immoralities. In thefe

latter cafes to allow a pecuniary compenfauon to buy off the

cenfure, is prieft-craft imported from Rome, toiflue them on
frivolous occafions deftroys their force, as matters of difci-

pline i
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5. That a great part of thofe profecutions

were for funis not exceeding 4.0s.

6. That heavy cofts and rigorous executions

have attended thofe profecutions, of which there

are a great many inilances ; in fome of which
the proportion of the funis levied to the origi-

nal demand, is greater than that of 800/. for

demands of fifteen.

The fpecifi cations in the account publifhed by
friends, therefore, are fo far from being de-

fective, that they demonurate, the grievances

complained of to be really greater than 'twas

reprefented.

After the perufal of this fummary review, can

any thing be more clearly manifeil, than that

the Quakers did not apply for redrefs of imagi-

nary or pretended, but of real and very fevere

grievances ; and the reafon why their petition

was at lafl rejeded, may, perhaps be gathered

from the following paffage in a defence of rea-

fonsfor not paying tithes, viz.

' I think it is more than probable, that the dif-

* cernment and moderation ofthe latter a9:es having
e rejected the principles which were the original
1 foundation of tithes, would naturally have re-

jecled the tithes alio; or if they did not think
' proper to repeal, would have modified thefe

' tithe-laws with more equal regulations ere now,
* were it not that the clergy, Mill forming a body

' diflind

pline ; to enforce them in fiich cafes by the civil fanctions of

Rcniifh. canons, is an eppreffive grievance ; and to excommu-
nicate thofe who were nevjr ot their communion, is exceed-

ingly ridiculous and abfurd. In any civil concern how
would that man expofe himfelf to cenfure and reproach, who
would go to law for one groat or one farthing ; fuits for

fuch fums feem peculiar to ecc'.efiaitical demands.
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f difrinct from the body of the people, with chap.
c feparate views and interefts, have conftantly

, /]

' watched over the intereft of the church, im- 17^ .

' properly fo called, that is their own interefts,

* with a jealoufy ready to take the alarm at

' every attempt, however reafonable, which
c they apprehended had ever fo remote a ten-

* dency to affecl: their revenues, or even their

' power of inflicting penalties on thofe who
* queftioned their claims, and to exert the
' weight of their united influence, which from
c their character and connections is a very pow-
i erful one, to fruftrate any fuch attempt.'

By the different examinations on the part ofthe
clergy, and the vindications of their brief ac-

count, the people called Quakers had a contro-

verfy on their hands till the year 1 740, by
which time they received the following account

of a fimilar profecution, whereby three friends

wrere committed to York caftle.

" The fuffering cafes of Richard Ward, Ben- Cafe of r.
" iamin Burn, and William Boocock, on the Ward

» B
;

e ,
J

r r r • i Burn, and" account of refuimg to pay tithes. w. Boo-
cock,

" We the faid Richard Ward and Benjamin
" Burn of Hillam, in the parifh of Monk-Fryf-
cc ton in the county of York, and William
" Boocock of Mithley, in the fame county, who
" had dwelt at Hillam; wTere all fubpssna'd to
" appear at the Exchequer bar in Trinity term,
"

1735, at the fuit of Robert Robinfon of
" Monk-Fryfton, tithe-farmer, under Dr. Tho-
" mas Sharp, prebendary of * Wiftow, to anfwer

A prebend belonging to the cathedral of York.
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(C a bill which he filed againft us, in which he
v " complained againft us for keeping and de-

T^o. " taining from him the tithes of our corn, hay,
" and other fmali tithes, though he or his
" fervants, had taken our corn from us in

" kind every year; if he happened to mils
" taking it, he took more for it the next year

;

" and he might have taken from us the value of
" our fmall tithes, at any time by juftices war-
" rant, without putting himlelf or us to fuch
" great trouble and expenfe. In Michaelmas
tc term following we put in our anfwers, and
" gave an account of the value of our tithes,

" according to the bell of our knowledge

.

" after feveral terms he amended his bill ; after
u which he replied, and refufed to accept of
" our anfwers : Some time after he amended his

" replication, and left out the tithes of our
" corn ; then called for a commiflion of enquiry
" to examine witneffes, &c. which was held
" at Pontefradt, in the nth month called Ja-
" nuary, 1737, the charge of which cofts us
" on our part above 16/. though he proved
" fcarce any thing more in value, than what we
" had confefled in our anfwers. In Michael-
" mas term following, 1738, he obtained a de-

" cree againft us ; Ward, for nine years fmall

" tithes, 4/. igs. yd. Burn, for nine years fmall

" tithes, 2/. 17^. 6^. Boocock, for five years
" fmall tithes, 1/. 1 vs. id. and alfo a decree for
Ci cofts, 57/. 3J-. 4-d. and for our confcientioufly

" refufing to pay the abovefaid funis, we were
" taken up by attachments iffuing out of the

" Exchequer court in Eafter term, 1740, and
ce committed priibners to York caftle, the 30th
" of 3d month called May following, and have

" remained



PEOPLE called QJJAKERS. 305

" remained prifoners here ever fince, to the chap.
" great lofs and detriment of our families.

"

York caille the 7th of t» •• t>

"

, , , ' Beniamin Burn,
the 3d month, 1 74 1 •

wiljlam Boocock .

" N. B. A little time before we were brought
" hither prifoners in the 3d month, 1740, the
" faid Robert Robinfon, by virtue of a warrant
" from Robert Mitford and Robert Pockley,
" juilices, diilrained one cow of Richard
" Ward's, appraifed at 3/. 10s. for five years
" fmall tithes, fince the aforefaid fuit com-
" menced; and from Benjamin Burn he di-

" ilrained a cow and a calf valued at ll. \$,s.

11 for tithes, fince the faid fuit commenced."
Had this tithe-farmer, who appears to have

known the method of recovering by juilices war-

rant, taken that method for the recovery of the

tithes which he fued in the Exchequer for,

would it not have been much better for himfelf,

as well as his neighbours ? for he might

then have got the tithes he now loft, and have
faved himfelf the expenfe of 57/. 3^. \d. and
perhaps much more which the Exchequer pro-

fecution might coft him : had the reftriction the

Quakers defired taken place, this tithe-farmer

would have received a very coiifiderable advan-

tage thereby, in being withheld from hurting

himfelf to imprifon his neighbours.

Each had a feparate warrant for the coils,

which was 57/. 3^. 4^. they were discharged the

13th of 6th month, 1743, by virtue of a claufe

in the acl: for infolvents, paiTed in the lail kf-

fion of parliament, without paying the ufual

Vol. IV. X fees

1740.
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chap fees to the jailer : by the following juftices of

L

V-
the peace, who met at the cattle of York, pur-

,-,
4o

fuant to an adjournment of quarter feffions from
Bradford, the 21ft of the 5 th month laft, and
before whom the prifoners appeared, viz.

Francis Barlow,

Richard Dawfon,
Mark Braithwate, L. D. an advocate,

Richard Gilpin Sowry.

It was pleaded by council on behalf of the

profecutor, that the whole cofls of fuit, viz.

57/. 3 s. 4J. was chargeable on any one or two
of the prifoners, if the third was infufficient ; it

being given in by the profecutor's evidence,

that William Boocock had no effecls, real or

perfonal.

The juftices laid before the profecutor his

cruelty, and took off his demand upon William
Boocock, and one third part of the cofls, and dif-

charged William Boocock.

Nor would the juftices lay Wm. Boocock's

part upon the other two friends ; and taking off

twenty pounds, which Dr. Sharpe allowed the

profecutor upon renewing the leafe, granted a

warrant for diftrefs, as follows,

£ 1. A
On Richard Ward, for tithes, 4 19 g\
For one third cofts, — 1279

In all 17 7 6\

On Benjamin Burn, for tithes, 217 6

For one third cofts, —

•

1279
In all 15 5

On
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On the profecujor's return from the levy, they chap.
were ail three releafed; William Boocock t

freely. 1740.

During thefe tranfadtions, fome members of
this fociety, of eminent ufefulnefs among their

brethren, had been removed by death, accounts

of whom I have deferred in courfe, with a

view not to interrupt the narrative of the pro-

ceedings in reference to their petition, for the re-

drefs of their grievances in thefe profecutions for

tithes.

CHAP VI.

Account of Alexander Arfcott.—Samuel Overton.—"John Gurney.—Benjamin Bangs.—"James

Dickenfon.—Thomas Story.—John Fothergill.

I N the year 1737, Alexander Arfcott of Brif- chap.
tol, an ufeful and refpe&able member of civil VI -

and religious fociety, was removed from works "77,7
to rewards. His father was a clergyman of the Account of

church of England, incumbent of Soutfrmoulton Alexander

in Devonfhire, and defigning this fon for the

fame function, he gave him an education fuita-

ble thereto; after the preparatory tuition at

fchool, he was removed to the univerfity at

Oxford to complete his ftudies. But now when
he had acquired the attainments eneemed fui-

table qualifications for undertaking the facerdo-

X 2 tal
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c ha p. tal office, and might have had a reafonable pro-

, , fpedt of preferment, (liis father being well re-

1737. fpe&ed and beloved among the great men in

that country,) religious confiderations prepon-

derating in his mind, turned his views from

worldly profpecls to thofe of an everlafting du-

ration, and by the convincement of his judg-

ment, being induced to adopt the profeffion of

the people called Quakers, he declined the

thoughts of purfuing the line of life intended

for him. This gave his parents great anxiety,

both as appeariug to them a miitaken choice,

and difappointing their hopes of his preferment,

infomuch that they frequently gave vent to their

forrow with tears, wmereby the feelings of
filial affeclion were awakened in him to join in

their forrows; and to call in quefiion the rec-

titude of his choice, as he had been and de-

fired to be a dutiful fon to tender and affection-

ate parents; his underfranding became clouded
for a feafon, by doubts refpediing the propriety

of his conduct.

Being hereby brought low in his mind, and
ftill defirous above all things to pleafe his maker
by doing his will to the bell of his understand-

ing; to keep a confidence void of offence to

God and to man, (efpecially to his parents) as

far as might be confident with what might ap-

pear to him required as duty to the Almighty.

.During this feafon of fpiritual conflict, he w as

much exercifed in inward fupplication to be
rightly direcled, and therein received a frefh

fight, that, if he would be Chrift's difciple he
muft forfake father and mother for him, and be
faithful to the manifeflation of his will in all

things.

He
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He then found there was no other way to at- chap.
tain that folid peace of mind, of which he was

, ,
'

.

in purluit, but by yielding unreferved obedience I737 .

to the difcovery of duty; this appears the mov-
ing cauie of his joining in ibciety with the

people called Quakers, as being experimentally

convinced of the reality of the inward appear-

ance of the grace of God, and the neceffity

thereof to enable men to overcome their evil

propenhties, and lead them into a life of virtue

and holinefs. From that time till his deceafe,

being about thirty-five years, and when he was
iettled here in good bimnefs, and in eftimation

with his fellow citizens, he had the fatisfaction

to find his parents better reconciled to his

change ; and that his intereft with his friends

and others, put him in a capacity of being fervice-

able to the reft of his father's family, by pro-

curing them good places for getting a liveli-

hood.

Upon his entering into this fociety, his

worldly prolpecls vanifhed of courfe. But his

good qualities engaging the efteem and cordial

regard of his new friends, it was not long 'till

he found encouragement amongft them in that

line of life, which by his education he was well

qualified to undertake. He removed to the

city of Briftol, about the year 1702, and kept

fchool there for the education of his friends

children and others with reputation. He re-

ceived a gift in the miniitry, his labours where-

in were very acceptable and edifying to his

friends, amongft whom he chiefly exercifed it,

of which they gave this teftimony, that,, " his

" miniftry gave evidence of its purity, being
" accompanied with divine wifdom, power and

" life."
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tc life'. Although he did not travel much from
home, yet he occafionally vifited fundry meet-

"1737, ings in the counties adjacent, to the edification

of his friends. He alio generally attended the

yearly meeting in London.

The abilities and purity of his mind manifeft-

ed in a circumfpect life and converfation, en-

creafed the efteem in which he was held not on-

ly by his intimate friends, but alfo with the good
and judicious part of his neighbours, and his

acquaintance in a general way.
His love to God was manifefted by an unaf-

fected and fervent piety ; his love to his neigh-

bours by his readinefs to do good to all men, as

far as in his power. In the fociety of which he

was a member, his fervice was very beneficial

and extenfive, not only publicly in the exercife

of a lively and affecYing miniftry, and fkilful ex-

ertions for introducing and preferving good or-

der in general; bat in a more private way, in

preventing differences, and promoting love and
unity amongit them, under the impreffion of love

and tender fympathetic concern, vifiting the

widow and fatherlefs ; the afflicted in body and
mind, the lick, the dilconfblate and the poor; to

each of whom he would freely extend a hand of

help,ad mini ftring affiftance,confolation,and gene-

rous contributions himfelf, and ufing his influence

with others to contribute to the want of fuch as

ftood in need of food and raiment. " BlcfTed
" are the merciful, for they fnall obtain
" mercy."
The inftances of his benevolence and the re-

fpeclability of his character, were not confined

within the pale of the fociety; confpicuous

amongft bis fellow citzens for judgment, under-

I anding
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landing and integrity, he was very much em- c ha p.

ployed in deciding differences between them,
, ; ,

either as arbitrator or umpire: fo that to the - l?37 .

bleffing of the peace maker, he might feem to

have a title above moft.

He wrote fundry trads, which were well re-

ceived, particularly thofe em\t\e&, Some Conftder-

ations relative to the prefent State oj the Chrijltan

Religion. , . ,

His laft indifpofition was a diabetes, which

gradually weakened him, till at laft m a peace-

ful frame of mind, he departed this life, the

30th of ill month, 1737, in tlie 6lft year of hls

l§

Samuel Overton of Grovefield, in the county Account of

of Warwick, was born in the parifti of Tach-g™^

brook in that county, in the year 1668, ot Fa-

rents in religious lbciety with the people called

Quakers, by whom he was educated in the fame

profeflion. ,

The circumftances of his father (a huiband-

man engaged in hard labour on his farm lor his

fubfiftence) feem not to have been fuch as afford-

ed him the advantage of obtaining much learn-

ing Being in his youth inured to bodily labour,

he was very helpful to his father in the manage-

ment of his bufinefs. He was favoured with

good fenfe and a comprehenfive natural capaci-

ty, fo far compenfating for the defea of his edu-

cation, that he wanted neither undemanding

nor (kill in the prudent and fuccefsful manage-

ment of his temporal affairs, or his fp.intual

calling. .

For, through the divine bleffing profpenng

his honeft and judicious exertions in his occu-

pation as a farmer, he procured not only a com-
r fortable



312 H I S T O R Y OF THE
c ha p. fortable fubfiftence on a farm, where his honefl

parents laboured under very great difficulties,

1737. but in Procefs of time attained to plentiful cir-
cumftances.

And in the laborious feafon of his youth, be-
ing humbled in mind, he was favoured with a
merciful vifitation from on high, whereby he re-
ceived a religious turn, inducing him to purfue
after the attainment of the durable riches of
righteoufnefs, after which his fearch was not in
vain. For as he was faithful to manifefted duty,
he received a difpenfation of the gofpel to
preach, and laboured diligently therein to the
edification of his friends and others. He tra-
velled frequently abroad in religious vifits to his
friends in different parts of England and Wales,
particularly in the weftern counties of the for-
mer^ and for many years attended the yearly
meeting of London; in all which his labours
in the miniftry were very acceptable and fer-
viceable. Being a man of univerfal benevo-
lence, and well qualified to propagate righteouf-
nefs, and the doftrines of pure chriftianity, he
was concerned to appoint meetings for the in-
formation and benefit of people of other perfua-
fions. The fame principle excited him to be
frequent in attending marriages, and burials
amongft friends in the county wherein he re-
fided, and thofe adjacent, as affording opportu-
nities of fpreading the do&rine of truth among
the people in a general way.
He was no lefs diftinguifhed for his fervice in

meetings of difcipline, being one of the firft who
was remarkably zealous to eftablifh and keep
them up in thofe parts. He was a man of found
judgment, and fteady deportment therein, often

advifing
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advifmg friends to a difpaffionate temper ofc hap.
mind, and to fpeak from a fenfe of truth, which Vl "

he was careful to exemplify in his own conduct, ,737.

being a pattern of meeknefs and brotherly con-

defcenfion.

His private character, as defcribed by his

friends, who were well acquainted with him,

appears to be truly refpe6table, viz. that he

was an affectionate hufband, a tender father, a

kind and liberal mailer, a true and faithful

friend, a generous and good neighbour; chari-

table to the poor, and fympathizing with the

afflicted ; open-hearted and hofpitable to his

friends; a lover and promoter of peace, he was
often chofen an arbitrator to compofe differen-

ces amongft his friends and others ; in which
capacity his coolnefs, fagacity and impartiality,

enabled him to bring them generally to an agree-

able ifliie.

He not only in dodlrine zealoufly and repeat-

edly recommended a holy and circumfpect life

and deportment, but was a lively pattern and
example thereof, in his own converfation and
conducl.

He had a lingering illnefs for feveral months,

which he bore with chriftian patience; and as

often as the intermiffion of his diftemper would
admit, he was very diligent in attending meet-

ings, wherein he very devoutly exerciled his

gift, and was fupported and carried through in

the difcharge thereof, beyond what could in the

eye of reafon be expected, being freely given up
to fpend and be fpent for the fervice of truth

;

and even at the laft meeting he had amongft
friends at Warwick, in the week he died, not-

withftanding the infirmities of his body, he was
deeply
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chap, deeply and excellently concerned in teflimony

;

.

VI
,

and, as if fenfible of his approaching death, and

1737
the lofs which the church was likely to fuftain

by his removal, he fervently befought the Lord
in prayer, that out of his abundant goodnefs, he
would be pleafed to raife up andfend more labour-

ers into his harvejl; which was very affecting

and heart-tendering to feveral then prefent.

He departed this life the 23d of the feventh

month, 1737, and was interred in friends burial

ground in Warwick, the 27th of the fame, be-

ing attended by a great number of friends and
neighbours, and generally lamented by all forts

of people, aged 69, a minifter about forty-eight

years.

1740. John Gurney, of Norwich, was defcended of
Account of worthy aQCi refpe&able parents, who received

ney,
" the truth in the love of it, foon after the appear-

ance of friends in that city. His Father had no
fmall fhare in fuffering for his religious teflimo-

ny in the moil fevere perfecutions to which
friends were expofed in thofe early times, and
remained unfhaken in his faithfulnefs to the end
of his days. His parents took particular care

in giving their children a religious education,

and had the confolation to behold the beneficial

efiecls thereof, in moil of them.

This their ion John Gurney, in particular,

being early illuminated with wifdom to difcern

the folly and vanity of youthful delights and
puriuits, turned his attention to religious and

virmous confiderations in his young years; and

by fubmitting to the guidance of the holy Spirit,

he grew in experience, in fanclification, and in

an underftanding of the myfteries of the gofpel;

and about the 22d year of his age, his mouth
was
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was opened in miniftry in the religious affem- chap.
blies of his friends, much to their edification v5*jL1-

and comfort ; and as he advanced in years and
, 740>

experience, his excellent gift was enlarged, he
being an eloquent man, and mighty in the fcrip-

tures. His miniflry was often attended with

the demonftration of the fpirit and of power;

his expreflion plain and intelligible to the mean-

eft capacity, and his doctrines fuitably adapted

to the ftates of the auditory reached the witnels

of God in many of their hearts : he approved
himfelf a workman that needed not to be alham-

ed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Though
his eminent qualifications made many delight

to lit under his miniflry, and leek opportunities

for that purpofe, yet he affected not popularity

;

but frequently gave way to others, perhaps lefs

defired, chuiing rather to remain unnoticed, than

to appear to gratify or pleafe the itching ear

;

being careful deeply to attend to the motion of

truth in his own mind, before he entered upon
his labours in the minillry.

He had a high efleem for the good order ef-

tablifhed in the religious fociety of which he
was a member, often expreffing his fentiment,

" That he believed their conftitution refpeding
" difcipline, wT

as preferable to any other now
ct fubfiftiiig in the world," and was diligent not

only in attending meetings of worfhip, but thofe

for difcipline alio, wherein he difcovered him-
felf to be a member well qualified for fervice,

and fkilful in managing matters of difcipline

;

being a man of clear conception, underftanding,

penetration and expreflion; his fentiments ge-

nerally carried conviction with them, whereby
great regard was paid to his judgment, not

only
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chap, only in the monthly and quarterly meetings to

t_,
VI
'_. wnich ne belonged

; but the general affembly

1740.
of nis brethren in the yearly meeting at Lon-
don. He was no lefs confpicuous for his capa-
city and judgment in civil affairs, wherein he
was capable and ready to ferve both thole of
his own fociety, and other members of the com-
monwealth, many of whom received benefits
from his fervices, which procured him the gene-
ral love and efteem of people of all ranks, even
the great men of this world; yet he was pre-
served from exaltation in profperity, and cau-
tioufly avoided opportunities of applaufe, which
frequently offered.

His life and converfation adorned the doc-
trine of the gofpel, which he was concerned to
publifh to the world; being a pattern of fobrie-
ty, chaitity, moderation, temperance and other
chriftian virtues. In his family, an affectionate
hufband, an indulgent and tender father, and a
kind matter. In religious fociety, a faithful over-
feer, a wife counfellor and a Heady friend.
Among his neighbours and countrymen of
all denominations, an ufeful afliftant on many
occafions, by free and candid advice, which
as application was made to him, he generoufly
communicated.

In the latter part of his time, he was af-
fli&ed with great pain, being for fome years
grievoufly affeded with the Hone and gravel,
which very much weakened his conflitution

;

yet his foul feemed fupported with chriftian for-
titude, in patience and refignation to the divine
will. And although his long indifpofition pre-
vented his travelling much abroad, to vifit the
churches in the different parts of his native

country,
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country, as he had formerly done, to the edi- chap.
fication of his friends, yet he frequently attend- VI -

ed the religious affemblies of his brethren at ^.
home, among it whom in his ftate of bodily

weaknefs, he was often engaged in a living and
efficacious miniitry, whereby many were pow-

erfully reached, and arTe&ed with lafting im-

preffions of religious thoughtfulnefs in their

minds.

Thefe painful diftempers grew upon him, 'till

they terminated his exiftence in this life, the

19th of 1 1 th month, 1740; and as he had en-

gaged the general efteem of his friends and fel-

low-citizens, they manifefted their refpect to his

memory by a very numerous attendance of his

body to the grave : a i'olemn meeting was held

to edificaiion, wherein the folidity of the large

affembly tellified the univerfal regret for his

removal.

Benjamin Bangs, of Stockport, in Chefhire,
, 74 , #

was a minifter of eminence in his day, of whom, Account of

however, for want of information and materials, g™Ja
8

raln

1 cannot be fo particular in my relation, as his

fervices at home and abroad for more than fix-

ty years, might feem to demand ; and therefore

mull: reftricl myfelf to the following teftimony to

his qualifications and fervices, by his friends

of the quarterly meeting to which he belonged.

He was born in the parifh of Longham, in the

county of Norfolk, the ill of 10th month, 1652,
and was religioufly educated in the principles

of the church of England. The Lord was pleaf-

ed in his young and tender years to extend a

merciful viiitation of love to him, with which
he was at times deeply affected ; and about the

19th year of his age, being then fettled in Lon-
don,
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chap, don, was convinced of the bleffed truth ; and
VL fhortly after he came forth in a public tefti-

, 74 , mony, and became an able minifter of the gofpel

of Ghriit : in which he laboured faithfully and
fervently, in divers parts of this nation and the

kingdom of Ireland*, and was inftrumental in

the convincement of many.
In the year 1683, he married Mary Lowe,

of the county of Chefhire, and fettled in that

county. After which he vifited many parts of

the nation and the Principality of Wales ; and
till age and infirmities prevailed, continued to

vifit his friends in the adjacent counties, where
his fervices were always acceptable.

Ke was an elder worthy of double honour,

having obtained a good report ; not of men feek-

ing glory, nor as a lord over God's heritage, but

an example to the flock. In doclrine, found,

clear and inftruclive ; his openings were frefh

and lively, and his manner of expreffion truly

amiable. He delighted much to wait in filence

for the difcoveries of the word of life, whereby
he became ftrong in the Lord and in the power
of his might, founding forth the word of recon-

ciliation by Chrift our Lord, and falvation thro'

his eternal fpirit.

He was often fervent in fupplication, and

drawn forth in a fweet and heavenly manner, to

the great joy and gladnefs of the fincere in heart,

He was fignally qualified in meetings of disci-

pline, to fpeak a word in feafon for the promo-

tion of peace and good order in the church.

He was remarkably companionate to the

poor, in whom he obferved a degree of fincerity

and

See vol. iil. page 39, &c.
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and worthinefs, fuch were fure to meet with an c h a p.

advocate in him. vu

His countenance was awful, his deportment
17 ^ I#

grave, but intermixed with a pleafant and fami-

liar manner of expreffion, that rendered his

company truly pleafing to thofe he converfed

with, and when old age and infirmities attended,

his under ftanding was clear, and many fvveet

and heavenly expreffions dropt from him. He
often faid, " That his work was finifhed, and he
" was freely refigned ; feeling nothing on his

" fpirit but peace from the Lord." When
near his end, he could not forbear rejoicing in

the bleffed experience of that peace, faying,
(l Now I know and witnefs the faying of our
" blelTed Lord fulfilled, He that believelh on me,
" out oj his bellyJhallflow rivers of living water

."

He died the 6th of 12 month, 1 741, in the 90th

year of his age; a minifter about 65 years.

In this year alfo, James Dickenfon, of Green- Account of

trees, in Cumberland, a very ferviceable, valu-J^mes

able and faithful minifter of the fociety of the
DickenfOB '

people called Quakers, (fundry of whofe travels

and fervices have been noticed in this work)
departed this life. He was born at Lowmoor,
in the county of Cumberland, in the year 1659,
of honeft parents, profeffing the truth, as held

by this people. The Lord was pleafed tender-

ly to vifit him, when very young; but for want
of keeping a fteady eye to his guidance, he was
led forth into thofe vanities and follies of theworld
incident to youth ; but fuch was the love of the

heavenly Father that he was met with again and
again, and brought back, as a fheep ftrayed from
the Father's fold ; and after much affliction and
folitary exercife, fitted for future fervice, and

engaged
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chap, engaged in a public teftimony to that truth, the

VI - efficacy whereof he had experienced, about the
Kmm"^—

' eighteenth year of his age.
* 741

* He was fhortly after concerned to go to feve-

ral meetings of the DhTenters, in the county

where he lived, amongit whom he met wTith

much ill treatment; yet truth crowned his la-

bours with the convincement of leveral.

After which he travelled through divers coun-

ties in England, in the work of the miniftry, in

which he zealoufly laboured for the promotion

of piety and virtue, fo that it often proved effec-

tual to reach the witnels of God in the consci-

ence of thofe to whom he miniftred; for it

may be truly faid of him, that he went not

about to publifti the gofpel of life and falvation

with the enticing words of man's w ifdom, but in

the powTer and demonnration of the fpirit of

truth. Many fufferings did he undergo in his

early travels, in the times of perfecution, which

he bore with chriuian fortitude and refignation

;

looking not unto man for his reward, but to that

great and good mafter who had fent him to

work in his vineyard.

He vifited Ireland twelve times; once he

paid a vifit to his friends in Holland and Ger-

many; and three times went over to America,

in all which places he diligently laboured for

the promotion of truth and righteoufnefs, and in

many places was inltrumental to the convince-

ment of leveral. And although he travelled

much and often hard, yet as foon as his fervice was

over, and his fpirit eafed of the concern which

was upon him, he was diligent to return to
^
his

outward habitation and bufmefs, that he might

not only be a good example to others herein,

but
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but might alfo mind his fervice among friends chap.
at home.

( ^
He was a man much efteemed in his own

, 74I>

country; friends there highly valued him for his

faithfulnefs in the performanceofthe Lord'swork;

and his humble deportment, circumfpect life

and godly converfation, gained him a good re-

port among his neighbours and thofe with

whom he converfed.

He frequently attended the yearly meeting

in London, where he fometimes fpoke concern-

ing the affairs of the fociety, much to the fatif-

faciion of friends
;
yet he was not fo peculiarly

gifted for the management of the difciplineof the

church, as fome others in his time, who were
not fo eminent in the miniilry; whereby the

great wifdom of the Almighty is plainly feeii

;

for he fits and qualifies his faithful fervants by
his own power and holy fpirit for that work and
fervice in the church to which he fees meet
to appoint them.

He was a diligent labourer at home, a con-

fiant attender of meetings, a fmcere travailer

therein, very tender over the youth, a nuriing

father to the weak, and full of charity to all;

yet not hafly to join with forward fpirits. He
was very careful to keep clear of party caufes,

and anxioufly concerned to promote peace in^
the church; and often expreffed his fteadfalt

faith that the teftimony of truth would be exalt-

ed in the nations, and the antichriftian oppref-

fion of tithes brought down; and with concern
declared his forrow for fuch as weakly complied
therewith.

When his natural abilities failed, he would
fpeak with ftrength apparently beyond his age

Vol. IV. Y and
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c h a p. But William Perm being now returned to

^'- Penfylvania, with a view of fettling there, and

I7 >3 finding the affairs of his province, which he had
left in a peaceful and prosperous ft ate, during

his long abfence, fallen into embarrafTment and
diforder; and having a particular regard for

Thomas Story, as an intimate friend, and a fa-

vourable opinion of his abilities, he importuned

him to take up his relidence in Philadelphia for

a feafon, to afford his alfiftance in fettling the

affairs of the province and reducing them into

order.

Upon due deliberation Thomas confented to

ftay lb long as he might fee it his place. Where-
upon he was appointed one of the governor's

council, keeper of the feal, mafter of the rolls,

and one of his commiffioners of property, for

enquiring into and confirming old rights, and
granting lands upon new purchafes. Moreover
when a new charter was afterward granted to

Philadelphia, erecting it into a city and corpo-

ration, he was appointed to the office of recor-

der ; but he held this office only till the corpo-

ration was regularly fettled and habituated to

bufinefs, when he refigned.

But in thefe different fecular functions, in

which he was engaged, both his honourable

friend and himfeif had a due regard to calls of

an higher nature. For by his patent he was al-

lowed deputies in each office, whenever his ap-

prehenfion of duty might engage him to travel

abroad in the work of the miniftry ; he thereby

was enabled to fill up his refpedlive duties with

fidelity., and to divide his time here between his

fecular and fpiritual calling for the fpace of 14
years
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years, viz. from the year 1699 to 1 714, when c ha p.

he returned to England. _^m

During his rehdence in America, he paid fre- iy42<

quent religious vifits to his friends in different

parts of the continent, and in 1709, to the Weft

Indian Iflands, when in his paiTage from Jamaica

to Philadelphia, the veffel he was in was taken

by a French privateer and carried into Martini-

co, where he and the fhip's company (except in

lofing their goods and clothes) were kindly and

hoipitably treated. After fome nay there, they

got a paffage to Guadaloupe, and from thence

in a flag of truce to Antigua. In 1 714, he pal-

fed again to Barbadoes, and from thence return.

ed to England, where he continued his gofpel

labours, in a fuccefiive courfe of travelling in the

various quarters of the Britifh iflands, and be-

ing a man of eminent qualifications^ and thole

fan&ified, his miniitry was very convincing and

edifying, fo that he was acknowledged, not only

by the lbciety of which he was a member, but

by other people, as a truly evangelical mi-

nifter.

His laft journey was in 1740, from his own
refidence at Juftice-town to London, where he

continued feveral months, and during his flay

there he was feized with a paralytick diforder,

which" affeded him to fuch a degree, as depriv-

ed him very much of his fpeech, and confined

him within doors till the return of the fpring

;

when he regained a little ftrength, and got out

to meetings ; but was ftill not lb far recovered

as to be able to hold a difcourie long, his me-

mory being alfo much impaired by the faid dif-

order. Neverthelefs he continued fweet in fpi-

rit, and pleaiant and cheerful among his friends,

whom
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chap, whom he was always glad to fee, and be in

VL company with. He likewife diligently attended

,_, „ the yearly meeting at London, 1741, though he

fpoke net much in it. Before the end of iuin-

mer he grew fo much better, that he travelled

down to Carlifle, to look after his affairs in the

north, which required his attendance; for hav-

ing a defign to build an houle at Juhice-town,

he provided materials, and frequently overlook-

ed the workmen; and indeed his health and fa-

culties were fo well reltored, as that he many
times appeared in public in the meetings, great-

ly to the fat isfa&ion of friends. Thus he con-

tinued without much alteration, till the 23d of

4th month, 1742, being the firit day 01 the

wTeek ; when in the evening, he fuffered a new
attack of his diftemper, which feized him with

great violence ; and the next morning between
two and three o'clock, he departed this life, in

perfect peace (we have reaibn to believe) with

God and mankind. His funeral at Carlifle was
attended by a great number of friends from fe-

veral parts of the country, and alfo by dh ers

people in the neighbourhood, who feemed deep-

ly affecled with the lofs of a man, fo valuable

and ufeful to his country in feveral ftations of

life.

1744. Jonn Fothergill, of Carrend in Wenfleydale,
Account of but formerly of Knarefborough in Yorkfhire,

thergill.°"
was tne ôn °^ religious parents, who carefully

educated him in fobriety, finiplicity and virtue,

according to the principles of the people called

Quakers. But in the early part of life, be-

ing illuminated by the grace and truth that

comes by Jefus Chrift, he perceived that neither

tradition, outward regularity of life, nor any
thing



PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 327

thing fhort of real internal purification of foul c h a. p.

would render him acceptable in the fight of the VI -

Lord, or fecure his ever-tailing well-being; he """71777*

was incited therefore, with an entire dedica-

tion of heart ileadily to purfue this arduous at-

tainment, and through the repeated baptifms of

the Holy Gboft, and the warning of regenera-

tion, he gradually experienced, what he was in

purfuit of, a being made clean thereby; and un-

der this preparing operation of divine grace, a

fcnfe attending his mind that he would be called

to the work of the minirtry, he was very careful

to wait the appointed time. For although he

was favoured with the opening of the fcriptures

to his underllanding, in fundry parts, and at

fundry times, in the religious meetings of his

friends, he cautioufly abflained from the publica-

tion thereof, till the time came, when it was in-

deed required of him to make a public declaration

of what was fpoken in his fpiritual ear, and
when the word appeared with luch clearnefs,

as to leave no fnadow of doubt, that it was a

divine requiring, like the apoftle, he reafoned

not with flefh and blood, but gave up to the hea-

venly vifion.

He was called to the miniftry about the 20th

year of his age, and by a daily deep and inward
dwelling with the word of divine life in his own
heart, he foon became a flrong man in Chrift,

and a fkilful and able minifter of the gofpel

;

well inftrueled in the myftery of godlinefs, and
in the light to difcover the myfterious workings

of antichrift in oppofition thereto, he was well

qualified, out of the treafures of his own expe-
rience to adminifter confolation, counfel or

caution, fuitably adapted to the different Hates

of his auditory.

Being
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chap. Being ftrongly impreffed with an awful hum-

t

V 1, bling fenfe of the majefty and omniprelence of

i744 the divine being, in the exercife of his miniitry

he was very awful and weighty, not endeavour-
ing to pleafe the itching ears, or gratify the high

notions of airy {peculation by the wifdom of
words, but actuated by higher and purer mo-
tives, as confidering himfelf under the notice of
that eye, which penetrates unto the innermoit,

recedes of the heart, and obferves the moft fe-

cret motions thereof, he durft not handle the

word deceitfully ; but patiently waited, renew-
edly to receive power from on high, and under
the influence and divine authority thereof, to di-

vide the word aright, reaching the divine wit-

nefs in the hearts of thofe he miniftred unto, to

the convincement, confirmation and edification

of many at home and abroad.

For the fupport of the difcipline eftablifhed

in the fociety, his talents were equally confpi-

cuous, being replenifhed with the wifdom,

which is from above, which is without partia-

lity, he was ftedfaft, upright and difcreet in the

adminiftration thereof; quick of apprehenlion,

and of a capacious reach of thought, he ex-

prefied his fenfe and judgment on cafes under

deliberation with pertinence, convincing clear-

nefs and impartiality. No family connection

(not even his own) biaffed bim in applying

righteoufnefs to the line, and judgment to the

plumb-line, for removing offences out of the

church, or recovering backfliders in the way of

truth. The liability of his own conduct, and
his inflexible integrity gave him authority, and

that authority he invariably applied to the dif-

eouragemeni
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couragement of evil doing, and the praife and chap.
encouragement of thole that did well.

( ^
l'

He was brought up in the occupation of an ,_4+t

hufbandman, and I fuppofe his education as to

fchool learning was confined to what appeared

neceffaryin that department; but his deficiency

in literature was amply compenfated by the

foundnefs of his understanding improved and
refined by pure religion, which replenifheth the

man with a dignity and confiftency of conduct, a

wifdom to acl wrell in every ftation of life, fur-

paffing the wifdom of this world. At home he

was fkilfully, laborioufly and fuccefsfully em-
ployed in his occupation of agriculture for the

neceffary fupport of himfelf and his family, yet

not entangled therewith ; for w-hen the fenfe of
duty called him to leave his outward habitation

and fecular affairs, to devote his time and talents

to the exercife of his minifterial labours, for the

edification of the churches abroad, he with all

readinefs yielded obedience to the fuperior cal-

ling ; and in this cafe manifefted that wifdom,

for which he was diiiinguiihed in every circum-

ftance of this life, always to leave his outward
affairs in reputable order, and his children (after

he was a widower) in fafe hands, during his ab-

lence; and he was very diligent in travelling

with as much expedition as a clear fenfe of duty
would allow, that he might not make the goi'pei

chargeable ; and when his fervice was finifhed,

to return to his family and outward occupation

with as little delay as poflible.

He took frequent journies into fundry parts

of England, Scotland and Wales, in religious

viilts to his friends. He vifited Ireland feveral

times, and thrice he croffed the lea to America
in
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in the fame fervice, to the comfort and edifica-

tion of the churches, leaving feals to the efficacy

, 744
.

of his miniftry in many places, being inftrumen-

tai to the convincing, itrengthening and efla-

bliihing of many in religious experience, and
furtherance in the way of rig hteoulhefs and
peace. He alio wrote fundry edifying epiftles

to his friends, amongft whom he had laboured

in various parts as truth opened his way, and
excited his fympathetic concern for their prof-

perity and prelervation in hncerity and godly

iimpiicity, replete with important and perti-

nent counfel and admonition, for the like bene-

ficial purpoles.

As advancing age brought on painful indifpo-

{ition and infirmities fymptomatic of his body's

tending to its decline ; the natural and fpiritual

abilities of his better part, his zeal for God, and
love to the brethren wrere ftiil gracioufly pre-

ferved to him unimpaired. Under great bodily

afflictions he continued his religious vifits to fe-

veral places in England, as well as his laft viiit

to Ireland, which he performed in the year

1 742, about two years before his death ; a part

of his fervice which I had the benefit to par-

take of (as well as formerly in my native coun-

try) and can join my fuffrage to the juftice of

the preceding account of him, extracted from

the teftimonies of his friends, to whom he was
more intimately known, as I have had frequent-

ly during my pilgrimage through life, as well as

at this time, profitably brought to my remem-
brance, how; not only in the efficacious reach

of his public miniftry, but particularly in his

private converfation among his friends, at fome

opportunities at which I had the advantage of

being
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being prefent, the weigh tinefs of his fpirit, the chap.
unarfe&ed gravity of his demeanour, the wifdom v l

'_

of his reflections, his words few and .favory, \-ja\.

feafoned with grace, made good and deep im-

preflions with lafting efledt upon my youthful

mind.

Under the encreafmg infirmities of age in the

year 1744, the laft year of his life, he attended

the yearly meeting at London, and, although

under difficulty through weaknefs of body, yet

his fpirit was frill fo actuated by lively zeal

for the propagating of righteoufuefs and good
order in the i'ociety at large, and itrengthened

by divine fupport, that he was enabled to attend

the fittings of that large meeting, where his re-

verent and watchful frame of mind rendered his

company truly acceptable and ferviceable. On
his return he attended the midfummer quarterly

meeting at York, and foori after in a letter to a

friend mentioning his bodily weaknefs, he adds,
" Yet, I think, my better part is uncommonly
" fupplied in divers refpe£ts, much to my com-
" fort and the reviving of my faith in the hea-
" venly influence, which is ltrength in weak-
" nefs, and will be fo, where his only worthy
" name hath the praiie."

After this in the latter part of the faid year,

he attended the circular yearly meeting at Wor-
cefter, where through divine influence, ftill emi-

nently attending him, and reviving the recol-

lection of paft experiences, he was Itrengthened

to bear a noble and affecling teftimony to the

all-fufficiency of that power, which had preferv-

ed, fupported and guided him in the way that

was right. and well pleafmg, all his life long to

that day, and is ecjuallv able to do the fame for

all
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chap, all the children of men, who are faithful and

^ obedient to the inward manifeftations thereof.

,_44
After the termination of this meeting he vifited

Briftol, Bath and fome other places, and then
returned home by eafy journies, having meetings

as opportunities offered. After his return he

got to meetings for fome weeks, when his tefci-

mony was as lively and powerful as ever ; leve-

ral times expreiling his fatisfadtion and inward
peace in having performed this laft journey,

faying, " His moulders were confiderably light-

" ened by it, and he was reconciled to his

" grave, if he fhould now be taken away."
By an exemplary and circumfpecl: conduct in

a private and public capacity, he confirmed

and adorned his miniflry, being a lively exam-
ple of primitive purity, moderation and fnnpli-

city of manners, and uniform virtue in every re-

lation and ftation of life, as became a miniiter of
Chriit. This coniiftency of conduct procured

him not only a place in the refpedlful affection

of his friends, but amongft people of every clafs

;

feveral of fuperior rank, who were acquainted

with his virtues, regarded him with honourable

efteem.

Delighting in the law of the Lord, to meditate

therein, da}^ and night, he was often favoured

with accefs to the fountain of wifdom and light,

and his fpirit mftamed to worfhip in fecret,

when his hand was upon his labour. Out of

the good treafure of his heart at all fuitable op-

portunities, he was influenced to bring forth

good things, whereby the minds of thofe, with

whom he converfed, were many times edified.

More efpecially for the inn ruction of his own
family in the right way of the Lord, he v> as en-

gaged
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gaged frequently to talk of his law and his fta- chap.
lutes, as he fat in his houfe, or walked with VI -

them by the way ; and his religious care to form

their tender minds to piety and virtue, through

the divine blelling, was not ineffeclual with ie-

veral of them, to manifeft the good fruits there-

of, in a flayed fober and religious difpofition in

the early and fucceeding part of life ; and where
through temptation and me inftability of youth,

any of them caufed him painful feniations by a

temporary deviation from the path of purity and
reditude, he had the confolation in time, to fee

their return and reformation, and the great eft

joy in beholding his children walking in the

truth. And though we have obferved, he him-

felfhad not the advantage of an extenfive educa-

tion, yet his good fenle convincing him of the

benefit thereof in its proper place, induced him
to give his fons a more liberal infiitution in learn-

ing, by wrhich, added to his own religious tu-

ition, through the grace of God, to which he re-

commended them, co-operating therewith, they

became men in reputation for wildom and ho-

nour in their refpe&ive allotments ; eminent for

their abilities and fervice in religious and civil

fociety.

After his return from his laft journey to the

yearly meeting at Worcefter, &c. his encreafmg

infirmities gradually brought on the diffolution

of his body. Preceding which he had an even-

ing of repofe from bodily or mental labour,

fieeping the two laft weeks of his life almoft con-

tinually, his memory and natural capacity ap-

parently impaired, feemed to have left him little

recollection or fenfation, but that of divine fa-

vour and comfort; for when almoft all other

expreifions
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chap, exprefilons failed, he was obferved to repeat
™'

i

the following in a very fervent and emphatical

j 744 .
manner, " Heavenly goodnefs is near : heaven-

ly goodnefs is near." So that under the feeling

fenfe of that heavenly goodnefs, which he had
ever prized as his chiefefl joy, remaining as a

fealupon his fpiritof his acceptance with God, he

finifhed his cotirfe in this life at Knarefborough,

(where he had fixed his refidence the laft eight

years) the 13th of nth month, 1744, in the

70th year of his age.

CHAP. VII.

The young Pretender lands in Scotland—The Rebel-

lion quelled.—The People called Quakers addrefs

the King upon the Extinction thereof.—who re-

ceives their Addrefs favourably.—Cafe of Tho-

mas Richardfon and Benjamin Cox.—Cafe of
Hannah Rifdale.—Account of Evan Bevan.—
Samuel Crifp.

chap-JLNGLAND having been engaged in a

_ f . war wT
ith Spain fince the year 1739, and France

1743. having alio taken part with Spain, and declared
The young

r a2ram fl- England; in 1743, the elded fon of
pretender o o » ' TJ '

lands in the Pretender, encouraged by the enemies, and
Scotland.

f]attereci with hopes of being powerfully affifted

by the adherents of his family, and of a favour-

able
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able opportunity of afferting his father's claim chap.
to the Britilh. throne, while the government was .T"!.
embarraffed with a heavy and expenfive war, 174 ,

and the people (as he was made to believe) ge-

nerally diicontented at the load of taxes with

which they were burdened, landed in Scotland -,

when being joined by feveral clans of Highlan-

ders, and having defeated a body of the king's

forces at Preiton-pans near Edinburgh, he made
an inroad into the heart of England, whereby
the rebellion became formidable. But the The reheh
young Pretender found himfelf greatly difap- Hon quei-

pointed in the expectation with which he had kd *

been flattered, both of foreign aid and the ad-

dition of ftrength expecled from the malecont^nts

in England ; and the king's forces under the

duke of Cumberland approaching to give him
battle, he thought it fafeit to make a fpeedy re-

treat back to Scotland, where in the month cal-

led April of the fucceeding year he wras totally

defeated by the duke, and an end put to the re- '745-

bell ion.

Which having fucceeded fo far as to occafion

a general alarm in England, the event produc-

tive of great and general joy, brought many ad-

drefTes of congratulation to the king. The peo- Tl ,*°, .
o r 1 lie people

pie called yuaicers from their yearly meeting called

in the third month, O. S. called May, alfo drew S^ k
r
rs

.' .
/' addrefsthe

up an addrels on this occaiion and to preient king upon

at fuch time as the kinar might appoint to re-
the ex

r

tln
L
c -

° ° rr tion of the
CdVe It. . rebellion.

And in purfuance of this appointment the

friends deputed, on the 28th of 3d month at-

tended the court at Kenfington, and were intro-

duced .to the king by the duke of St. Albans,

when
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c h a. p. when Daniel Vandewali read the addrefs, as
vn

- follows.

•745-
To George II. King of Great Britain, &c.

The humble Addrefs of the People called

Quakers from their general annual AiTembly
in London.

tc May it pleafe the King,

" We humbly beg leave to approach thy
** royal prefence with united hearts to congra-
" tulate thee upon the deliverance of thefe

" kingdoms, from the late impending dangers,
" with a joy as fincere as the occafion is

" fignal.

'• We beheld with grief and deteftation an
" ungrateful and deluded people combined
" againft their own happinefs, and defperately

". engaged in open rebellion againft thy perfon
" and government, wickedly attempting to lub-

" je£l a free people to the miferies of a popilh

" and arbitrary power.
" As none among all thy Proteftant fubjecls

" exceed us in an averfion to the tyranny, idola-

" try and fuperftition of the church of Rome, lb

" none lie under more juft apprehenfions of im-
iC mediate danger from their deftruclive confe-

" quences, or have greater caufe to be thankful
cc to the Almighty for the interpohtion of his
<c providence in our prefervation.

" A prefervation i'o remarkable makes it our
" indifpenfable duty alfo to acknowledge the
" king's paternal care for the fafety of his

" people, of which he hath given the raoft af-

w lured
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" fured pledge, in permitting one of his royal chap.
" offspring to expole himfelf to the greateft of v "'

" dangers for their fecurity. ,-,.5.

" May we and all thy faithful fubjecls de-
* monftrate our gratitude for this fignal inftance

" of divine favour, by the deepeft humiliation,

" and by turning every one from the evil of our
" ways : and may thole, who are placed in au-
" thority over us, by the influence of their own
" example, add vigour to the laws enacted for

" the general fuppreflion of vice and immora-
" lity; lb may we have an affured ground of
" hope and confidence in God, that he who
" hath hitherto helped, will never withdraw
" his mercies from us."

" We earneftly befeech him by whom kings

V reign and princes decree juilice, that his pro-

" videuce may ever attend thy royal perfon and
" family, and make even the efforts of thine
(c enemies conducive to the eftablifhment of thy
" throne in perfect, peace

;
give fuccefs to thy

" endeavours for fettling the general tranquillity

" of Europe on a lafting foundation, and grant,

" that an uninterrupted race of kings of thy
" royal progeny, may perpetuate the blellings of
" thy reign to our polterity."

Dated in London, the 2 2d of the 3d month
called May, 1746, and figned by 286
friends.

Which addrefs the king was pleafed to re-

ceive very gracioufly, and to which the follow-

ing anfwer was returned.
" I thank you for this addrefs of congratula-

" tion, the jufl concern you have fhewn there-

Vol. IV. Z " in
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c h a p." in for me and my family is very agreeable to
vn. cc me . anc| yOU niay- a lwavs depend on my pro-

'1746. " teaion.'

After withdrawing from the king's prefence,

the duke of Grafton came out, and told one of
the committee, that the king expreffed bimfelf

very kindly refpedling the addrefs, and laid,

that he had not received any one which had
given him fo much real fatisfacYion ; and the

duke laid, they might acquaint their friends

thereof.

Cafe? of Some few of the clergy and other claimants
Thomas f tithes and ecclefiaftical demands continued to

fona^d" be vexatious, in needlefsly applying to expen-
Benjamin five methods of profecution ; of which we find

two inftances this year, in the cafes of Thomas
Richardlbn and Benjamin Cox, in which the

profecutors put themfelves to needlefs expenfe,

without gaining any advantage.

The former, an inhabitant of Spittle-fields,

was profecuted for non-payment of 6s. for fix

years fmall tithes, at the fait of Robert Leybourn
and John Brookband, filled reclors and portion-

ifts of the united reclory of Stepney; but the

defendant being admitted to anfwer in forma
pauperis, heard nothing further of the pro-

fecution.

The latter, who refided at Mumby in Lin-

colnlhire, was ferved with a writ from the

court of Common Pleas, at the fuit of Thomas
Wiliiamfon, tithe-farmer, for fix or feven years

tithe, demanded at about 20s. per annum. He
had formerly taken the tithes in kind, but hav-

ing taken fome offence at B. Cox, though in

no wife intended by him, he commenced this

profecution.

Application
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Application was early made to the bifnop of c hap.
Lincoln, who generoufly exprefTed his difiike of llK

any thing that looked like pcrfecution, and rea- \n.\6.

dily promifed to write to the profecutor, which
had the defired effeft. Williamfon dropt the

profecution, and gave the faid B. Cox no further

trouble that way.

We meet an occurrence which happened in

the laft year, of which we have few or no other

inftances in the prefent century, although very

common in the beginning of this fociety. A Cafe of

young woman named Hannah Rifdale, fervant !?
a
J!
n
?
hJO _

' Riiaale.
to John Langley, of Waltham near Grimfby,

in Lincolnshire, having for a conliderable time

been under an appreheiihon of duty to go to the

Sieeple-houfe there, and fpeak to the people

what might be required of her, went according-

ly on the 25th of the 10th month, 1745, ac-

companied by her miftrefs and fome other

friends, and waited till the prieft (Chriflopber

Jackfon) hadnnilhed his fermon: when the con-

gregation was beginning to feparate, ftie food
up, and (according to her own relation) laid,

" Neighbours, I am lent with a meflage from
" the high prieft of our profeflioii to defire you
" to turn the eyes of your mind inward and
" examine yourlelves, and to come to true re-

" pentance and amendment of life." She alio

fpoke to the prieft, " That he muft come down
" from his high and exalted place, and bow at
' ; the footftool of Chrili, before he could teach
" any people the way to the kingdom of hea-
" ven ;" or to the like efTec~h

The priefl exafperated at this declaration, cal-

led to the church-warden to put her out of the

place, which he not being forward to do, the

Z 2 prieft



340 HISTORYofthe
chap, prieft in great anger violently thruft her out of

t

VHl
the door himfelf. But this rude treatment was

, 74 6. not fufficient to-gratify his refentment ; for hav-

ing (what is termed) the facrament to adminifter,

he alledged, that the worfhip was not over, and
foon after caufed her to appear before a juftice

of peace, who took her mailer's word for her

appearance at the next Quarter Seflions, where

fhe accordingly appeared, the Seilions being

held at Caiiter for the county aforefaid in the

2d month, I 746, and was there indicled for a

mifdemeanor, in difturbing the prieft during di-

vine fervice, and convicled on the Toleration-

A£t, fined 20/. for the king's ufe, and committed

to prifon in the caftle of Lincoln, till the fine

mould be paid.

Summum jus, fumma injuria. Upon perufing

the claufe of the Toleration A6t, upon which fhe

was convicled, it appears to me ftretched to the

utmoft to comprize any offence fhe wTas guilty

of. The words of the a£t are, " If any perfon
" or perfons, fhall willingly and of purpoie, ma-
" liciouJJy or contemptuoujly come into any cathe-

" dral or parifh-church, chapel or other congre-
c
' gation permitted by this acl, and difquiet and

<c difturb the fame, or mifufe any preacher or
" teacher, fuch perfons or perfons, upon con-
" viclion at the general or Quarter Seilions,

" fhall fuffer the pain or penalty of 20/. to the
" ufe of the king or queen ; their heirs and fuc-

« ceffors."

If the prieft had not been more actuated by a

fpirit of blamable refentment and perfecution

(as far as in his power) than the poor woman
was by any defign of difturbance, this prolecuti-

on had never been commenced, much lefs car-

ried



PEOPLE called QJJAKERS. 341

ried on to the utmoft ftretch of the law, ofc ha p.

which it is ilill queilionable, whether her action
,

V11,

was a breach. She did not difquiet the congre- 1?46.

gation, nor diilurb the prieft, till the congrega-

tion broke up, and the fervice, as far as ihe

knew, was ended : and though advantage was

taken of a circumftauce, moil probably, un-

known to her, her ignorance thereof exempts

her from the charge of acting malkioufly or con-

temptuoufly, which by the act appears to conili-

tute fuch intervention criminal ; \o that all cir-

cumstances confidered, there wanted only a lit-

tle chriftian charity and moderation to exempt

her from the penalty.

Her friends, fympathizing with her fufferings,

and commiferating her ievere treatment, exert-

ed their endeavours with the juilices, and other

perfons of influence in that county for fome

months after her commitment to get the fine re-

mitted or at lead mitigated, that being yet in

their power, as it was not enreated or returned

into the Exchequer. But, although moil of

them feemed inclined to favour her, and gave

expectations of joining their good offices for that

purpofe, at the two next fucceeding Quarter Sef-

fions
;
yet the prieft fo far prevailed upon fome

then on the bench, as to render the friendly in-

terpofition for her relief ineffectual.

The fine was in courfe eilreated into the Ex-

chequer. The only remedy therefore remain-

ing was to apply by petition to the lords of the

Treafury for her liberty. A petition was ac-

cordingly drawn up in the name of the prifoner,

letting forth the matter of fact, and confequent

proceedings thereupon, and further alledged,

" that Ihe had no intention of diilurbing the

public
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chap." public worfhip; but acted on a motive pure-

^
n

- " ly confcientious, being ignorant of the breach

1746" " of any law therein—that fhe had always be-
" haved herfelf peaceably and honeftly, (in
" confirmation whereof, fhe referred to an af
" fidavit of two of her neighbours annexed)
" and that by a long confinement, (lie who was
iC only a poor fervant-maid, had almoft expend-
" ed her fubiiance in her neceffary fupport.

" She therefore hopes they will commiferate
" her cafe, and remit the faid fine, and that fhe

" may be discharged from her confinement, that

" fhe may be enabled to provide for her fubfiit-

" ence, by her labour as formerly."

This petition produced the dcfircd effect : for

by an order of the board of the Treafury to the

attorney-general, after going through the ufual

forms of law, a writ was iffued by the barons

of the Exchequer in the king's name, directed

to the fheriffs and jailer of Lincoln, wrhereby

fhe obtained her liberty after an imprifonment

of more than thirteen months.
Account of In this year, Evan Bevan of Pontimoyle in

Bevan
Monmouthfhire, departed this life. He was the

fon of Charles Bevan, of Lantwit Vardre in

Glamorganshire, who gave him a liberal edu-

cation at fchool, and at the univerlity of Ox-
ford, where he made a considerable progrefs in

various parts of literature.

After his return from thence he applied him-

felf to the ltudy and practice of the law for a

feafon in Glamorganshire, and ferved the office

of deputy Sheriff of that county with reputation
;

but after fome time, through the convictions of

divine grace, he fell under an anxious concern

about his future well-being, and thatsodlv forrow
\ '

»
•

1u men
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which worketh repentance not to be repented c h a p.

of; of which exercife and the motives of his ,
'

'

^_

,

joining in ibciety with the people called Quak- , 7 ^6.

crs, having himi'elf, who could do it belt, given

a defcription in a letter to a friend, a tranicript

thereof, will convey the molt genuine and au-

thentic account to the reader, as follows.

< Since it hath pleafed the divine gcodnefs

< to endue me with reafon, I heartily thank his

< mod excellent Majefty: that it has been the

' further product of his good will, to give me
* life and being in that part of the world, where
' I have had the freedom to ufe it; cfpeeially

in the choice of my perfuafion, and way of re-

c turning my acknowledgments to him. I wiili

4 that all, who make any pretenfions to religion,

' would make ufe of this noble faculty with

* fubjedion to the divine will, to determine
c their choice in this grand affair; and not

« let the religion of their education be that of
c their judgment. If people were thus truly

( wife unto their own falvation, and did not too

1 lazily refign themfelves to the conduct of their

* guides, thereby regarding more their eafe than
c l'afety, they would not only be the better

1 able to give a reafon of the hope that is in

< them, but they would (hew more warmth
' in their devotion, more charity in their reli-

* gion, and more piety in their converfation than

* at prefent they do.

' When I was vifited fome time ago by the

' chaftifing hand of the Lord ffor fin, and my
c difobedience to his holy will, I laboured un-

' der great, affliction of mind and anguiih of
' fpirit ; and though I was conftant above many
' in my attendance on the public prayers of the

' church,
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church, ftricl in my obfervance of its ceremo-
nies, and exceeding frequent in the ufe of
private devotion, yet my burden encreafed,
and I waxed vvorfe.'

' In this wretched and doleful condition I

was, when at a relation's houfe, who had
providentially returned from Penfylvania to

his native country, I lighted upon R.Barclay's
apology for the Quakers; by the reading
whereof I was fo well perfuaded of their prin-

ciples, and by turning my mind inward to the
divine gift, (according to their doctrine) it gave
me victory, in a great meaiure, over our com-
mon enemy, banifhed away my diforderly

imaginations, and reftored me to my former
regularity : I received fuch fatisfacuon and
comfort to my diftreffed foul, that thereupon
I left the church of England, and joined my.
felf in fociety with them ; and I am the more
confirmed in my change, efpecially where it

refpeds the worfhip of our Creator; becaufe
it is not only the mod agreeable to the Scrip-

tures of truth, but heaven has given us af-

furance of its approbation thereof, it having
been at times, to my own experience, molt
powerfully attended with the prefence of the
Moft High.
* I hope none will grudge me this mercy,
becaufe I received it not by their minillry

;

if they do, I have caufe to fufpecl their charity

is not of a chriftian latitude, fince our blefled

Redeemer approved not of that narrownefs
in his difciples in fomewhat a like cafe.'

' But here to obviate the objection fome may
make to my change, becaufe of the diflrefs I

lay under, and the difcompofure I was fubjecl:

' to
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to at times, I would have it remarked, that I c h a p.

read the laid apology beyond my expectation, vh..

with more fedatenefs than ufual, and a more
6<

quiet compofure of mind : fo that with the in-

fluence of the almighty, or providence, or both,

I had alfo the benefit of that diftinguifhing

faculty of man in the change of my opinion.

that I may never forget the Lord's mercy
to my foul, who had companion on me when
1 wallowed in my blood, and who faid to the

dry bones, live. O that all fuch as are vifited

by the chafrifing hand of their Maker, would
ferioully lay it to heart, and conlider their

own welfare and falvaiion ; I could wifh with

all my heart, that fuch who labour under this

anxiety of mind, would take encouragement

to hope in the Lord's mercy through their

blefTed Redeemer, by his kindnefs and
long forbearance with me. I am a living mo-
nument of it now ; and I hope 1 fhall be fo,

while he affords me a being here. If thefe

lines mould come to the hands of any that

are afflicled and diftreiled as I was, I have an
effectual remedy, through mercy, to prefcribe

unto them; turn your mind inward to the

grace of God in your own hearts, refrain from

your own imaginations, be frill, and quietly

refign yourfelves to his holy will, fo you fhall

find health to your fouls, refrefhment to your
fpirits, and the fweet confolation of the Lord
in your own bofoms

;
you fhall find your

mourning turned to gladnefs, and your hea-

vinefs to joy ; this, has been my experience of
the goodnefs of the holy one of Ifrael, who
abhors fin and iniquity; therefore I recom-

mend it to you, and I think this is no miflruft-
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ing of the caufe, for they are the fick and
wounded in fpirit, not the whole, that need,

the Phyfician.

* As for renouncing the covenant, which I

and every chrifiian ought to be under, of for-

faking the devil and all his works, I am fo far

from entertaining one thought of negkciing

that duty, that I think myfelf wholly obliged

to obferve it : and if I mould affirm, that

through the grace of God, and his affnlance,

(for otherwife I am fatisfied 1 cannot do it,)

the obfervation of it is pofiible, I can find no
reafon why it fhould be falle doctrine in a

Quaker, more than in a Churchman.
' As for deferting that church and miniftry

which the Son of God came down from hea-

ven to eftablifh, 1 am not confeious to myfelf

thereof; for I fay, Chriit himfelf is the head
of our Church, and by his fpirit and grace

the ordainer of our miniflry.

' And as to the la ft query my ingenious ac-

quaintance is pleafed to propole, I do let him
know, that my former dei'pair and forlorn con-

dition has been, fmce my adhering to that re-

proached people, changed into a fweet enjoy-

ment of the goodnefs of God. I could not

conceal the Lord's goodnefs, lealt he mould
withdraw his mercies from me.
1

I had no fecular mtereft to corrupt me in

this change, it is apparent to many, I declined

it ; but as it was peace with God my maker,

and mercy to my foul I wanted ; fo having

found the pearl of great price among them, I

parted with all to purchafe it; or rather, I

was reftored to all, I mean, the enjoyment of
' the
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4 the divine goodnefs, and of myfelf, by fetting c h a p.

i a due value upon it.'
ViI '

This letter prefents a lively picture of humi- \n±6.

lity, fineerity, difmtereftednefs, meeknefs and
modefty in the writer, which qualities feem the

diftinguifhing traits in his character; for al-

though quaiitied by his good fenfe and literary

accomplishments to make a figure in life, and
particularly in the fociety with which he thus

aiTociated hirnfelf
;
yet he declined rather than

courted popularity, feeking in a retired life, to

attain the favour of heaven, by growing in

grace, in the faving knowledge of God, and in

the acquifition of pure virtue and folid peace of
mind, more than to win human applaufe by a

difplay of his abilities natural or acquired. He
appeared at times as a minifter, moitiy, I appre-

hend, among his friends in the place of his re-

fidence, or the neighbourhood thereof, as he

found his mind opened and enlarged in love to

his brethren, for the laft twenty years of his

life, whereby they were often edified and pro-

fitably affected, and that not only by his lively

miniiiry, but by the awful, weighty frame of his

fpirit manifeft in the folid gravity of his coun-

tenance, as he fat in religious meetings, feed-

ing on the bread of life. And wThen from the

fiilnefs of his heart, his mouth was opened to

minifler, his words were few and favoury, fea-

foned with grace, to the affecting the hearts of

the well-minded, but to the difappointment of
fueh, as knowing him, expected to hear the

eloquent orator in lengthened difcourfes, deli-

vered in elegance of expreffion; for abiding

under the power of the crofs of Chrift, as in

his general conduct:, lb particularly in the exer-

cife
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chap, cife of his miniftry, his aim was ftill of a higher

V,L nature, than to catch the admiration of men;
,- .5 the unity of the brethren in the bond of peace,

the edifying them in love, and the approbation of

his Maker for the difcharge of his duty in fin-

cerity and godly fimplicity, were the important

ends he had in view ; imitating the felf-denying

example of the apoftle, which he thus defences.

I. Cor. ii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5- I came not with ex-

cellency of fpeeck, or of wifdom, declaring unto

you the teflimony of God; for I determined not

to know any thing among you, fave Jefus Chriji,

and him crucifed. And my fpeech a?id my
preaching was not with the enticing words of
mans wifdom, but in the demonflration of the

fpirit and of power. That your faith Jhould not

ftand in the wifdom of men, but in the power of
God.

After his joining this fociety he employed
himfelf in the education of youth, having kept

a ichool for about thirty-five years in their

meeting-houfe at Pontimoyle, where he inftru£l-

ed his pupils in the uieful parts of literature, as

latin, greek and geography, with various bran-

ches of the mathematics; yet their iuftitution

in virtue, by endeavourtng to preferve them
in innocence, and fixing religious impreffions

upon their minds, appears to have been the

principal object in his view: for which purpofe

he confcientioufly declined inllrudling them in

the heathen authors, for fear of depraving their

tafte for the pure principles of chriitianity ; and
moftly in the evening of the day he held a re-

ligious opportunity with his family and the

fcholars who boarded with him, to wait in

filence upon the Lord, to initiate them into ferj-

ous
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ous meditation in retirednefs of mind, and (as c h a p.

he felt his way open) to influence them to their
,_

v
"l

moral and religious duties, particularly this of
1?45,

waiting in filence ; laying before them the be-

nefit thence arifing, for feafoning their tender

minds with profitable confiderations, and

ftrengthening them to draw near their heaven-

ly Father, not with the mouth or the lip, but

with the prevailing language of the heart, awak-

ened to a feeling fenfe of what it Hands in

need of.

Thus he feems to have confined his fervice

and his acquaintance pretty much to the place

of his refidence, and however little known in

other parts, yet here, where he was known,

he was efteemed and affectionately regarded for

his private virtues, and public fervices ; the

meeting to which he belonged having borne tef-

timony thereto, that, " His memory is dear to

" us, and being dead he yet fpeaketh." He
officiated as clerk to the monthly meeting for

the greateft part of the time he lived there, and

of confequence was much concerned in manag-

ing the difcipline of the fociety ; in which en-

gagement his meeknefs and patience were con-

spicuous, in his forbearance towards fuch as by

their unguarded conduct, hadjuftly defervedthe

cenfure of the church ; and his mild manner ot

treating with them has reached fome, and re

claimed them to a fenfe of their deviations; his

humility in feeking no pre-eminence by the fu-

periority of his talents fpiritual or natural, but

condefcending to the weakeft in charity and

pure love
;
plainly demonftrating whofe difciple

he was. Regarded by his friends as an elder

and pillar in the church, worthy of double ho-

nour,
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nour, exerciimg the overfight thereof, not as a

lord over the heritage; but as an example to the

flock.

His circumfpe6t conducl was truly exemplary,
corresponding with his doctrine, and the princi-

ples which he profeffed. In his converl'ation

he was affable and engaging, inflruclive and edi-

fying. So having paffed his life here in pure

felf-denial, in profpedt of the recompenfe of re-

ward in the life to come, he finifhed his courfe

in this world in peace, the 17th of 2d month,

1746, about the 68th year of his age, and was
interred in friend's burying ground at Pon-
timoyle, aforefaid, and his funeral was attend-

ed by a numerous body of moil periuafions and
ranks in life.

Similar to the convincement of Evan Bevan,

Samuel was that of Samuel Crifp, a clergyman of the

church of England, who gives the follow-

ing account of his convincement, in a letter to a

friend.
1 My dear Friend,

( 1 received a letter from thee, the week be-
f fore lail, which was fent by thy uncle Bolton :

' there was a great many kind exprellions in

' it, and in thy filler Clopton's likewife. I ac-
c knowledge myfelf much obliged to you both,

' and to the whole family, for many repeated
c kindneiTes, and if my fchool had not ingrafted

' fo much of my time, I would have taken op-
c portunity to anfwer my dear friend's letter

' now, and upon that account my delay will be
( the more excufable.'

' The news thou hall heard ofmy late change
' is really true, I cannot conceal it, for it is

c what 1 glory in ; neither was it any profpecl

« of

Crifp's

convince

ment.
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of temporal advantage that induced me to it, chap.
but a fincere love to the truth, and pure re- ,,__*_
gard to my own lbul: neither can I be fuffici- 1746.

ently thankful to God, that he hath let me
live to this glorious day, and not cut me off in

the midft of my fins and provocations againft

him; he is long-fuffering to us-ward, not wil-

ling that any mould perifh, but that all mould
come to repentance : he hath brought me off

from the forms and fhadows of religion, and let

me fee in a more illuilrious manner what is the

life and fubftance of it, as he found me in fome

degree faithful to that meafure of light and
knowledge he had beftowed on me, whilft I was
in the communion of the church of England

;

therefore he was pleafed of late, as I humbly
waited upon him, to make known to me
greater and deeper myfteries of his kingdom

;

and I can truly fay, that 1 find by daily expe-

rience, as I keep low and retired into that pure

gift which he hath planted within me, things

are every day more and more cleared up to

me, and the truth mines, and prevails greatly

over the kingdom of darknefs; and if I iliould

now turn my back upon fuch manifeitations as

thefe, and entangle myfelf again with the yoke
of bondage, furely I mould grieve the holy

fpirit, ib that he might juftly withdraw his

kind operations, and never return more to af-

fifl and comfort me; for God is not mocked;
religion is a very ferious and weighty thing;

repentance and falvation are not to be trifled

with, nor is turning to God, to be put off till

our own time, leifure, or conveniency, but we
rnuft love and cherifh the leaft appearance of
Chrift, not flighting or defpiiing the day of

* {"mail
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fmall things, but embrace the firft opportuni-

ty of following Chrift in any of his commands :

When he fpeaks, there is fuch force and au-

thority in it, that we cannot ftand to cavil,

difpute, or afk queflions; for unlefs we will

be fo obflinate as to fhut our eyes againfl the

fun, we mull needs confefs to the truth of his

doctrine, and prefently ftrike in with it; and

therefore when for feveral weeks I had lived

more privately and retiredly in London, than

was ufual, failing twice or thrice in a week, or

fometimes more, fpending my time in reading

the Scriptures, and in prayer to God, this was
a good preparation of my mind, to receive the

truth which he was then about to make
known to me : I lamented the errors of my
pad life, and was defirous to attain a more ex-

cellent degree of holinefs than I had discover-

ed in the church of England. In this religi-

ous retirement, God knew the breathings of my
foul, how fincere I was, and refigned to him
when alone ; I wanted him to fet me free, and
to fpeak peace and comfort to my foul, which
was grieved and wearied with the burden of

my fin; for though I had ftri&ly conformed
myfelf to the orders and ceremonies of the

church of England, and had kept myfelf from
running into any great or fcandalous enormities,

the fear of the Almighty preferving me, yet

ftill I had not that reit and fatisfaction in- my-
felf which I defired, and greatly longed for;

I found when I had examined my ftate and
condition to God-ward, that things were not

right with me.
' As for a fober and plaufible converfation in

the eye of the world, I knew that was a very
' eafy
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eafy attainment, a good natural temper, with chap.
the advantage of a literal education, will quick- ,

v
_;

ly furnilh a man with abilities for that, fo that 1746.

he fhall be looked upon as a faint, and very

fpiritual, when perhaps in chains of darknefs,

in the gall of bitterneis, and in the very bond
of iniquity : if this fort of righteoufnefs would
have done, perhaps T might make as fair pre-

tentions that way as fome others; but alas, I

quickly faw the emptinefs and unfatisfactori-

nefs of thofe things : this is a covering that

will not prote£l or hide us from the wrath
of the Almighty when he comes to judgment:
'tis not a man's natural temper, nor his edu-

cation that makes him a good chriliian ; this

is not the righteoufnefs which the gofpel calls

for, nor is this the truth in the inward parts

which God requires ; the heart and affections

muft be cleanfed and purified before we can

be acceptable to God; therefore it was death

to me to think of taking up my reft in a for-

mal pretence of holinefs, wherein yet I faw to

my grief abundance of people wrapt them-
felves, flept fecurely and quietly, dreaming of
the felicity of paradife, as if heaven were now
their own, and they needed not trouble them-
felves any more about religion; I could not

entertain fo dangerous an opinion as this, for

then I fhould be tempted to take up my reft

by the way, whilft I was travelling towards

the promiled land. I think I made a little

progrefs in a holy life, and through God's af-

fiftance I weakened ibme of my fpiritual ene-

mies, whilft I lived in the communion of the

national church. I thank my Gcd, I can
truly fay, whilft I ufed thole prayers, I did it

A a ' with
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with zeal and hncerity, in his fear and dread,

but frill I ceafed not my earned fupplication

to him in private, that he would mew me
fomething more excellent, that I might get a

a more complete victory over all my lufts and
pa 'lions, and might perfect righteoufnefs before

him ; for I found a great many fins and weak-
ness daily attending me : and though I made
frequent refolutions to forfake thofe fins, yet

ftill the temptation was too ftrong for me, fo

that often I had caufe to complain with the

apoflle in the bitternefs of my foul, wretch-

ed man that I am, whoJhall deliver mefrom the

body of this death! Who fliall fet me free, and
give me ftrength to triumph over {in, the

world and the devil, that I may in every

thing pleafe God, and there may not be
the lead thought, word, or motion, gefture,

or action, but what is exactly agreeable

to his mod holy will, as if I faw him Handing

before me, and as if I wTere to be judged by
him for the thought ofmy heart next moment.
O divine life ! O feraphic foul ! O that I

could always (land here ! for here is no re-

flection, no forrow, no repentance! But at

God's right hand there is perfect peace, and a

river of unfpeakable joy. O that we might

imitate the life of JESUS, and be thoroughly

furnifhed unto every good word and work !

This was the frequent breathing of my foul to

God when I was in the country, but more efpe-

cially after I had left my new preferment of a

chaplain, and took private lodgings in Lon-
don. In this retirement I hope I may fay,

without boafling, that I was very devout and
religious, and 1 found great comfort and re-,

frefhnient in it from the Lord, who let me fee

' the
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the beauty of holinefs ; and the fweetnefs that chap.
arifes from an humbled mortified life, was ViI *

then very pleafant to my tafte, and I rejoiced 1746.

in it more than in all the delights and plea-

fures of the world.
c And now it pleafed God to fhew me, that

if I would indeed live ftricUy and holily as be-

comes the goipel, then I mult leave the com-
munion of the church of England, but knew
not yet which way to determine myfelf, nor

to what body of men I mould join, who were
more orthodox, and more regular in their

lives. As for the Quakers fo called, I was fo.

great a llranger to them, that I had never

read any of their books, nor do I remember,
that ever I converfed with any one man of that

communion in my whole life : I think there was
one in Foxly while I was curate there, but I

never faw the man, though I went feveral

times to his houfe on purpofe to talk writh

him, and to bring him off from his mad and
wild enthufiafm, as I then ignorantly thought

it to be : as for that way, I knew it

wa.s every where fpoken againil ; he that had
a mind to appear more witty and ingenious

than the reft, would chufe this for the fubjecl

of his profane jells and drollery; with this he
makes fport, and diverts the company; for a
Quaker is but another name for a fool or a

madman, and was fcarce ever mentioned but

with fcorn and contempt. As for drollery I

confefs I was never any great friend to it ; but

indeed if all was true that was laid to the -

Quakers charge, I thought that they were
fome of the worft people that ever appeared

in the world, and wondered with what face

they could call themielves chriftians, fince I

A a %
c was
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was told they denied the fundamental articles

of the holy faith, to which I ever bore the

highe ft veneration and eiteem; and notwith-
standing I had always lived at the greateft

diitance from that people, and was very zeal-

ous in the worfhip of the church of England,

and upon all occafions would fpeak very ho-

nourably of it, moreover was content to

furTer fome few inconveniences upon that ac-

count, (as thou very well knoweil) yet my fa-

ther ftill looked upon me as inclining to the

Quakers ; and fome years ago figniried to a

friend, he was afraid I would become an en-

thufiaft ; and whillt I was at Bungan fchool,

he fent me twro books to read that were writ-

ten agamft the Quakers, one of which was

John Faldo's, who hath been fufficiently ex-

pofed for it by William Penn.
' Whilft I lived in London in that private re-

tired manner (I was juft now fpeaking of)

walking very humble in the fight of God, and

having opportunity to reflect upon my part life,

as I had occafion to be one day at a bookfel-

ler's fhop, I happened to calt my eye on

Barclay's w< orks ; and having heard in the

country that he was a man of great account

among the Quakers, I had a mind to fee what
their principles wTere, and what defence they

could make for themfelves ; for fure thought

I, thefe people are not fo filly and ridiculous,

nor maintainers of fuch horrid opinions, as

the author of the Snake and fome others would
make us believe. I took Barclay home with

me, arid I read him through in a weeks time,

fave a little treatife at the end, which finding

to be very philofophical, I omitted; but how-
4 ever
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ever I foon read enough to convince me ofc h a p.

my own blindnefs and ignorance, in the things VH -

of God ; there I found a light to break in upon '\n7e~
my mind, which did mightily refreih and com-
fort me in that poor low, and humbled itate, in

wrhich Ithen was; fori was then,and indeed had
been for a confiderable time before, very hun-

gry and thinly after righteoufnefs, and there-

fore I received the truth with all readinefs cf

mind; 'twas like balm to my foul, and as

fhowers of rain to the thirfty earth, which
is parched with heat and drought. This au-

thor laid things down fo plainly, and proved
them with fuch ingenuity and dexterity of

learning, and opened the fcriptures fo clearly

to me, that without Handing to cavil, difpute,

raife argument or objection, or confulting with

flefh and blood, 1 prefently rehgned myfelf to

God, and weeping for joy that I had found fo

great a treafure, I often thanked him with

tears in my eyes, for fo kind a vilitation of his

love, that he was gracioufly plcafed to look

toward me when my foul cried after him ; fo,

though before I was in great doubt and trou-

ble of mind, not knowing which way to deter-

mine myfelf, yet now the fun breaking out fo

powerfully upon me, the clouds werefcattered.

I was now fully fatisfied in my own mind
which way I ought to go, and to what body of

people I fhouldjoin myfelf.

' So I immediately left the communion of the

church ofEngland, and went to Gracious-itreet

meeting. After I had read Barclay, I read

fome other books of that kind,among which was
an excellent piece, though in a fmall volume,

called, No crofs no crown: thus I continued
' reading
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reading and frequenting meetings for feveral

weeks together, but did not let any one foul

know what I was about : the firil man I con-

verfed with was George Whitehead, and this

was feveral weeks after I began to read Bar-
clay, and frequent their meetings : by him I

was introduced into more acquaintance, and
ftill the farther I went, the more I liked their

plainnefs, and the decency and fimplicity of
their converfation : They do not ufe the cere-

monies and falutations of the church of Eng-
land, but fhake hands freely, and converfe toge-

theras brothers and fitters, that are fprung ofthe

fame royal feed, and made kings and priefts un-

to God. O, the love, the fweetnefs and ten-

dernefs of affeclion I have feen among this

people ! By this, lays Chrift, Jhall all men know
that ye are my difciples, if you have love one to

another : Put on therefore, lays the apoftle, (as

elecl of God holy and beloved) bowels of mercy,

hndnefs, humblenefs of mind, meeknefs, long-

Suffering.
1 Thus, my dear friend, I have given thee an

account of my proceeding on this affair. As
to my bodily itate, if thou denreft to know
what it is, I may acquaint thee that I have

my health, as well as ever, and I blefs God I

have food and raiment fufficient for me, fo

that I want no outward thing ; and I have the

necefnties and conveniences of life liberally

:

let us not burden ourfelves with taking care

for the vanities and fuperfluities of it; let us

poffefs our vejjels in JiancTifcation end honour-,

and as we bring our minds into perfect fubjec-

tion to the wThole will of God, fo let us bring

our body to the moil fimple and natural way
of
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of living, being content with the feweft chap.
°

• r VI

I

things, never itudying to gratify our wan-
v__v__

ton appetites, nor to follow the cuftoms and
174g.

humours of men, but how we may fo contrad

our earthly cares and pleafures, that we may

bring mod glory to God, moil health and

peace to our own fouls, and do mo ft feryice

to the truth ; and if this be our aim, certainly

a very fmall portion of the things of this

world will fuffice us : feeing we are chriftians,

we mould therefore earneftly purfue thole

things which bring us neareft to God, and

Which aremoft perfeclive ofhuman nature
;
for

what is more than a competency, feems to be a

burden to a generous philofophical foul, which

would breathe in a pure vehicle,that fo it

may have a quick fenfe and reliih of all

bleffings, both of the fuperior and inferior

Worlds.
' Thou knoweft, my dear friend, that religion

:

is a very ferious thing, and repentance is a

; great work, and one precious immortal foul,

!
is of more worth than ten thoufand perifhing

: worlds, with all their pomp and glory : there-

' fore let us take courage, and be valiant for the

' truth upon the earth, let us not content our-

c felves with a name and profeffion of godlinefs,

' let us come to the life and power of it, let us

< not defpond of getting the vi&ory ; we have a

« little ftrength for God; let us be faithful to

c him, and he will give us more ftrength, fo that

* we fhall fee the enemy of our peace fall before

' us, and nothing fhall be impoffible unto us : I

* fay, my friend, let us be faithful to that mea-
* fure of light and knowledge which God has

* given us, to be profited and edified by it in a
' fpiritual
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fpiritual life, and as God fees we are diligent and
faithful to work with the ftrength we have, he

1746. ' will more and more enlighten us, fo that we
' (hall fee to the end of thofe forms and
' fhadows of religion wherein we have formerly
c lived ; but if he fees we are about to take up
* our reft in thofe fhadows, that we grow cold
c and indifferent in the purfuit of holinefs, run-
1 ning out into notions and fpeculations, and
e have more mind to difpute, and to make
< a fhew of learning and fubtility, than to lead a
c holy and devout life, then 'tis juft with God
c to leave us in a carnal and polluted Hate, to
c continue yet but in the outward court, where
c we may pleafe ourfelves with beholding the
c beauty and ornaments of a worldly fandiuary,
c and never witnefs the veil being taken away,
c and that we are brought by the blood of Jefus,
c into the holieft of all, where alone there is
e true peace with God, and reft to the weary
c foul. I could fay much upon this head, if
c time or leifure would give leave.

' As for a particular anfwer to thy letter, I
* have not time now to give it ; and for the
c prefent let this general anfwer fuffice : and if
c thou wilt confider things in their pure ab-
( ftracled nature, and not fuffer the prejudice
c of education to fway thee, but in fear and hu-
c milky wilt fearch out the truth for thyfelf,
e thou wilt find that there needs no other an-
c fwer to thy letter than what T have already
e given; for by waiting upon God, and dili-

' gently feeking him, thou wilt find an anfwer to it

e in thy ownbofom, and this will be much more
c full, clear and fatisfaclory than I, or any other
' man living can pretend to give thee, or any

* other
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c other friend who hath lovingly wrote to me, chap.
1 for whom I defire, with all the fincere hearted

t

v" -

e in the church of England, that they may
I?46>

* come to witnefs the almighty power of God,
* to fave and redeem them from every yoke;
e and that they may fee clearly to the end of

« thofe things which are abolifhed, and come to

* the enjoyment of fpiritual and heavenly
* things themfelves, is the daily prayer and deep

* travel of my foul, God knoweth. 'Till I can

< be more particular, if thou pleafe thou mayeft

< communicate this to them, and let them know
< that I am well, and thank them for their

' kind letters. Let us remember to pray for

4 one another with all fervency, that we may
' fland perfecl: in the whole will of God, Amen,
* faith my foul. I am thy moit affectionate

* friend and fervant in Jefus,
' Samuel Crisp.'

This epiftle and the former of Evan Bevan

are introduced by William Sewel as inftances,

among many others, that thofe from other

focieties, who have joined the people called

Quakers, have been induced thereto, not by in-

terefted,but by pure confcientious motives ; while

thofe few who have left them to attach them-

felves to the eftablifhed church, or other pro-

feffions, have been generally actuated by pique,

felf-intereft, libertinifm or ambition, to indulge

themfelves in a latitude of conduct, which the

rules of this fociety do not allow of, or to attain

thofe honours or profitable employments, which

are reftritted to a conformity to the ellablifhed

religion.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle.—The Quakers (fo cal-

led) fend R. Barclay's Apology to each of the

Plenipotentiaries.—Letter to the Ambaffadors.—
Account of Benjamin Kidd.—Alteration of the

Style.—Paper of Advice thereupon.—Account of

"John Richardfon and Samuel Bownas.—Cafe of
Daniel Hollis, who died a Prifoner.—Account of
Peter Andrews and Abraham Partington.—
Death of King George II.

chap. A HE war which had begun between Eng-
vni- land and Spain in 1 739, Hill continued ; and in

'"
"

8
the intermediate time, the flame had fpread

over feveral parts of the continent of Europe,

but by this time, the feveral warring powers
were heartily tired of contefts w7hich had con-

fumed profufion of blood and treafure, and had
been productive of abundance of mifchief, and
in the events of which, all, in their turns had
found themfelves difappointed, as generally hap-

Treaty of
pens m warlike contentions. A negotiation was

Chapcie. therefore refolved upon, and the contending

powers agreed to hold a congrefs at Aix-Ia-

The eo-
Chapelle, for the purpofe of concluding a peace,

pie called to which all the powers at war fent their Pleni-

•^London
potemiaries.

agree to The people called Quakers in London (as

teud„ had been done before at the treaty of Nimeguen)

days apo- at the inftance of Simeon Warner refolved to

los
i

y
of the

ênc* ôme °f R°kert Barclay's apologies to Aix-

plenipo- 1&"

tentiaries.
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]a-Chapelle, to be prefented to the Plenipoten- chap.
tiaries of the feveral ftates affembled there for

t

VIM
-

,

this purpofe ; and Jan Vander Werf ofAmfter
174 g #

dam, being reputed to be the propereft perfon

to deliver the fame, being writ to for that pur-

pofe, he confented.

In the mean time it was thought expedient to with an

prepare an epiftle by way of introduction^ as *p^|* to

reaibns for preferring the apology, which being

drawn up and approved, was printed in Engliih

and Latin, and is as followeth.

To the Ambaffadors of the Chriflian Princes

and States, met to conclude a general Peace

at Aix-la~Chapelle, the People called (Quak-

ers wifh Health and Happinefs.

f Near a century ago it pleafed the Almighty
' to raife up a people in this kingdom, to pub-
1

lifh among other gofpel truths, the glad tidings

' proclaimed at the birth of our blefTed Saviour,

' Glory to God in the higheji, and on earth peace,

* good will to men ; and alio declare to the world,

* the inconliftency of wars and fighting, with

* the example and precepts of Chrift, and the

' doctrine of his followers.
c The almighty hath been gracioufly pleafed

* to continue us a people to bear witnefs to the
1 fame divine truths, and to engage us in love

* to the whole race of mankind; to promote
* the knowledge and practice of the bleffed

' doctrines, as they tend fo manifeftly to extir-

' pate violence, injuftice, and all the dreadful
' calamities of war; to eftablifh peace and har-
c mony in the world, and to exalt the happinefs
' of mankind both here and hereafter,

« To
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c To contribute as much as in us lies to thefe

important purpofes, we are induced to requeft

1748.
* your acceptance and candid perufal of the

apology herewith prefented to you, written by
our friend Robert Barclay, for the fpreading

of truth, and the information of mankind,
which at the fame time that it exhibits the

meek and humble pattern of holy Jefus, the

doclrine of his apoltles, the fentiments of the

early chrillians, and our belief in relation to

wars ; contains a compendious view of the

chriftian religion, diverted of all thofe inven-

tions with which it has been corrupted by the

fpirit of error, the pride, the wickednefs, or

the ignorance of men.
* This apology was addrefled and delivered

by the author to Charles II. king of Great

Britain, and accepted by him and his royal

fuccefTors, to whom it has been fince prefent-

ed, with marks of regard : we fervently wifh

it may contribute to your folid advantage,

and by your means, to the promotion of peace,

righteoufnefs and true piety amongft thofe,

over whom your influence in your refpeclive

ftations may extend.
1 May the God of peace and love make you
the happy iuftruments of fettling the tranquil-

lity of Europe on a lafting foundation, and
perpetuate the bleffings of peace to the flates

you reprefent, and through them to the whole
world.'

Signed in London on behalf of the aforefaid

people, the 12th of 6th month called Auguft,

1748.
Jofeph
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Jofepb Ollive, David Barclay, chap.
Jacob Hagen, Simeon Warner, vni

ohn Hayward, Thomas Hyam. " -"g

A fuitable number of the apologies, in differ-

ent laDguages, being fent over to Jan Vander
Werf, and duly received by him, he took a

journey to Aix-la-Chapelle to execute his com-
miilion, and by the account received from him,

he was pretty well fatisfied with the fuccefs he

had, having waited upon the feveral ambaffa-

dors and prefented them with apologies as di-

rected, from moft ofwhom he met with a friend-

ly and courteous reception, and the letter and
apologies were gratenilly accepted, except by
the French ambaffadors, wTho being informed

that they were upon religious affairs, figniried

they had no occafion for them, and refuied ac-

cepting them.

Beniamin Kidd, who was born at or near Set- ,.

,7
^V *

j • r n • r • rr • 1
Account of

tie in Yorklhire, of parents in profemon with the Benjamin

people called Quakers,- was educated in that
Kidd *

profeffion, and proved a very acceptable and
ferviceable member and miniiter of the fociety,

and although his place in the eflimation of his

friends and others, might feem to require a more
particular account of the tranfadtions of his life

and of his fervices,yet for want of other authen-

tic materials, I mult confine my fell to the tefti-,

mony, given of him by his Friends.

While he was very young he was favoured

with the lively and powerful influences of divine

grace, inclining him to religious tboughtfulnefs;

and being faithful to the discoveries thereof, he
was in or about the 21ft year of his age, called

to the work of the miniftry ; wherein through the

operation
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chap, operation of the the fame divine principle, he

^
m

- grew in his gift, and foon became remarkable for

17 ,-
I#

the excellency thereof, even while he appeared
young in years; and thro' the advancing itages of
his life, faithful in the difcharge of manifeited

duty, and humbly relying upon and fervently

feeking divine aid and prefervation, he grew in

grace, and I think it may be faid, in favour with

God and man.
He is defcribed by his contemporary fellow

members, partakers of the benefit of his labours,

and witneffes of his virtue, as a man endued by
the fupreme difpenfer of all good, with eminent
qualifications for lingular ufefulnefs and fervice

in the church. In the conducting of the difci-

pline of the fociety manifefting peculiar abilities,

and exerting them for the good of the body in

great wifdom, being deep in religious experi-

ence, found in judgment, difcreet and able in

counfel, and zealous for the promotion of truth

and righteoufnefs in the earth. In the exercife

of his miniftry well qualified to divide the word
of truth, and to unfold the myfteries of the gof-

pel, to the informing and convincing many who
before were unacquainted therewith, and to the

comfort and encouragement of fuch as were un-

der affliction and dillrefs of mind in their religi-

ous progrefs.

He was a man of great fmcerity and integrity

;

in his common converfation becomingly cheer-

ful, but weighty and inftrudUve ; in his life and

condudl an example of thofe virtues, which his

dodtrine recommended
;

peculiarly kind and

fatherly towards his friends, he was greatly re-

fpected by them; companionate to the poor and

diftreffed
;
generous in his difpofnion ; of good

underftanding
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underftanding in the affairs of life, and freely chap.
communicative; he was very ferviceable and

,

v" f

;

refpedlable amongft his neighbours; and gene- ,75 ,.

rally beloved by perfons of all ranks and deno-

minations to whom he was known.
Being a man of univerfal benevolence, and

zealous to do good to all, he did not confine his

fervice and ufemlnefs to the place of his refi-

dence and the neighbourhood thereof; but fol-

lowed the call of duty in paying religious vifits

to fundry parts of England, for the propagation

of righteoulaefs and truth. And about the 30th
year of his age, he took a voyage to America

on the like occafion, where many were convinc-

ed, and others confirmed through his powerful

miniftry. His fervice there was very great, and
to the edification, comfort and fatisfa&ion of

friends, as appears by fundry accounts from

thence.

He afterwards married and fettled at Ban-
bury, in Oxfordfhire, and vifited the meetings

of his friends in Ireland, and continued his

vifits to various parts of England : the city of
London in particular, frequently partook of the

benefit of his pious and fervent labours in the

miniftry, to the great help and confolation of
many; and in all his journies moving under
the influence of divine power and authority, he
was enabled to turn many from darknefs to

light, and from the paths of dilbbedience to the

wifdom of the juft.

A few months before his death he was great-

ly afflicled with the ftone; yet at times he went a
little out

;
particularly he attended the quarter-

ly meeting at Oxford, in the 10th month, 1750,
through great affliction of body. About a

month
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chap, month before his deceafe, he attended the meet-

t

VIIL ing at Banbury, at the burial of a young man of

, 75t his acquaintance. In the courfe of the meet-
ing he was raifed, beyond all expectation to

preach the gofpel powerfully for about an hour,

to the tendering the hearts of almoft all prefent

;

manyof his neighbours beingthere, conferred with

admiration, to the power by which he was raif-

ed that day; remarking, that he had been a

good man all his time., and that the Almighty
had crowned him in the conclufion. After

this he was moftly confined within doors., and
continued in great fubmiffion to the divine will,

without murmuring or repining.

A friend from London vifiting him, found

him under great bodily affliction, but freely re-

figned to the divine will; exprefhng his firm

hope in that power which had all along fup-

ported him, and that though the greateft

kindnefs to him was to folicit a releafe from his

pains, yet he defired to be content and wait the

Lord's time ; and when the faid friend took his

leave of him, he exprefifed himfelf to him in an

affectionate manner to his great comfort and en-

couragement.

At another time, having delivered fome excel-

lent exhortations to thole prefent with him 3 he

added for their encouragement to perfevere in

their chriftian progrefs, " I am under no fear,

" nor doubtful apprehenfions ; for I know that

" for me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain."

When he was feized with the hic-cough, he

feemed full of joy, faying, " This is a welcome
" mefTenger, it is one Hep nearer ;" his wife

Handing by, a Iking why, he anfwered, " It will

" be
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" be a glorious change, I am not afraid to die, c
<c and to put on immortality; that will be de-
" firable, yet I leave it, though of choice I had "T75T
*' rather be difTolved; but the Lord's time will

" be the bell time."

He died the 21ft of 3d month, 1751, aged

about 59 years, a minifter 38 years.

In 1 751, an a6t of parliament was pafTed in Alteration

England, for adopting the new ftyle inftead ofof the

the old, which had hitherto been ufed in the
ye "

Britifn dominions. The latter has been termed
the Julian, from Julius Qefar, who to reduce the

civil year nearly to an equality with the tropi-

cal, confidered the year to confift of 365 days,

and fix hours, and therefore ordered that to

every fourth year one day mould be add-

ed, and fo make it confift of 366 days

by adding one day to the month called Febru-

ary. But the true length of the year is comput-
ed to be 365 days 5 hours, 49 minutes nearly,

i. e. 11 minutes yearly, lefs than the Julian

computation, which in 131 years, makes the

difference of one whole day. In 1572, pope
Gregory XIII. reformed the Julian calendar by
putting the year ten days forward, and this

reformed calendar was thenceforward, ufed by
all thofe ftates, which owned the pope's fupre-

macy, and termed the new ftyle ; while moft of

the proteftant ftates continued the ufe of the for-

mer form of date, frequently for diftinclion add-

ing O. S. fignifyiug old ftyle, and for the fame

reafon fuch as ufed the Gregorian form would
annex N. S. to the date. From 1572 to 1752,
one day more had been anticipated, from which
reafon it was enacted that eleven days mould be

taken out of the calendar, and the day after the

2d of September, be called the 14th.

Vol. IV. B b In
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In conformity to this alteration the meeting

for fufFerings in London drew up, and circulat-

ed to friends the following; directions and advice.>75'

An Epifile to the Quarterly and Monthly Meet-

ings of Friends, in Great Britain, Ireland and

America.

* Dear Friends,

1 Purfuant to the directions of the lad year-
c ly meeting, and the report of a committee, ap-
' pointed by the faid meeting to confider what
< information or advice might be necefTary to
« be given to friends, in relation to an act made
' the laft feflion of parliament, for regulating the
e commencement of the year, and correcting the
' calendar now in ufe, this meeting hath thought
c convenient to communicate unto you the fol-

* lowing advices, viz.

' i . By the faid act it is ordered and ena&-
* ed, that, " The fupputation, according to
e< which the year of our Lord beginneth on
" the 25th day of March, fhall not be made
" ufe of from and after the laft day of Decem-
cc ber, 1751, and that the firft day of January
" next following the laid laft day of December,
" fhall be reckoned, taken, deemed and ac-

" counted to be, the firft day of the year of our
" Lord, 1752, and fo on from time to time, the
" firft day of January in every year which fhall

w happen in time to come, fhall be reckoned,
" taken, deemed and accounted to be the firft

" day of the year, and that each new year, fhall

" accordingly commence and begin to be rec-

" koned.
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koned, from the firft day of every fueh month chap.
of January." w_^~_
1

1. The opinion of the faid committee, 1751.

agreed to by the yearly meeting, was, That
in all the records and writings of friends, from
and after the lail day of the 10th month, cal-

led December, next, the computation of time,

eftablifhed by the faid acl, lhould be obierved

;

and that accordingly the firft day of the nth
month, commonly called January, next, fhall

be reckoned and deemed, by friends, the firft

day of the fir It month of the year 1752, and

The

Eleventh January
Twelfth February

Firfl March
S( cond April
Third May
Fourth Month June
Fifth calltd July
Sixth Au^ufi
Seventh- September
Eighth October

Ninth November
Tenth December

(hall be rec

koned, and
{tiled the

Firji

Second
Third
Fou, th

Fijth

Sixth

Month of
the next,

nd every
Seventh lucceed

Eighth mg Year.
Ninth
Tenth
Eleventh

Twelfth

' 3. And whereas for the more regular com-

putation of time, the fame a& of parliament

doth direct, that, " The natural day next im-

mediately following the fecond day of Sep-

tember, in the year 1752, fhall be called,

reckoned and accounted to be the fourteenth

day of September, omitting for that time

only, the eleven intermediate days of the

common calendar." The opinion of the faid

committee, appro\ed by the yearly meeting,

was, that friends fhould be found in the ob-

fervance of this direction, and omit the laid

eleven nominal days accordingly.

3b 2 And
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chap. < And we think it may be ufeful and expedi*

^
n1,

' ent, on the pre Pent occafion, to revive in your
' remembrance ibme of the motives which in-

' duced onr ancient friends, to forbear the vul-
c gar appellations of the months and days, and
c to obferve in their converfations and writings,

' fuch names as were agreeable to fcripture,

' and the practice of good men therein re-

' corded.
' The children of Ifrael, the people whom

' God chofe out of all the families of the earth,
c to place his name among, and to make himfelf
e known unto, were ftridtly commanded, not
' only to abftain from the idolatrous practices of
* the nations, in the midft of whom they dwelt,

* but were enjoined to be circumfpeel in all things

' that the Lord commanded, and even to make
' no mention of the names of other gods, neither to

{ let it be heard out of their mouths, Exod. xxiii.

' 13. This injunction was not relative to any
* legal or typical rites, external ceremonies, or
1 inltitutions of the law peculiar to the Jewifh
< nation, but was a perpetual command and
c Handing ordinance, refpec"ling the honour of
< the one Almighty Being, the fame yefterday,

' to-day, and for ever, and as fuch, ought to

' be regarded by us, and by all the generations

< of thofe, who with the heart believe, as well
1 as with the tongue confefs, that the Lord he is

' God, and that there is none clfe bcfides him
y

1 Deut. iv. 35. who hath declared, 7 atn the
c Lord, that is my name, and my glory will I not
c give to another, neither my praije to graven
' images, Ifaiah xlii- 8.

' Convinced of this great and everlafting

' truth, both by the teflimony of the holy fcrip-
£ ture
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ture, and the manifeftation of that divine c ha p -

principle, which leads thofe who are faithful ^T_VL_
to its teachings, from all that would dilhonour 175 1.

the name of God, either in word or deed ;
our

ancient friends were confcientioufly concern-

ed to refrain from the ufe of thofe names of

months and days, which had been afcribed

: by way of honour to the idols of the heathen,

? and in conformity to their falfe worfhips : this

; concern refted upon them from a firm perfua-

: tion, that the glorious gofpel day and time

: was come, wherein the Lord was fulfilling his

: covenant with lfrael, viz. / will take away the

' names of *Baalim out of his mouth, and theyJhall

' no more be remembered by their name, Hofea
:

ii- 17-
* And that you may the more clearly difcern

' the importance of that chriftian teftimony,

c borne by our predeceffors iri this cafe, we re-

< commend what follows to your ferious confi-

' deration, viz.

' A brief Account of the Origon of the Names
< of fome Months of the Year, and of all the

« Days of the week, now cuftomarily and

* commonly uled.

« I. January was fo called from Janus, an an-

« cient king of Italy, whom heathenifh fuperfti-

1 tion had deified, to whom a temple was built,

' and this month dedicated.

1 II. February was fo called from Februa, a

* word denoting purgation by facrifices; it be-

' ing

* This word Baalim, being the plural number of Baa!,

fignifyisg Lord, has relation to the names of divers idols of

the heathen worfhipped in feveral places.
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ing ufual in this month, for the priefts of the

heathen god Pan, to offer facrinces and per-

forin certain rites, conducing, as was fuppofed,

to the cleanfing or purgation of the people.
1

III. March was ib denominated from Mars,
feigned to be the god of war, whom Romulus,
founder of the Roman empire, pretended to

be his father.

* IV. April is generally fuppofed to derive

its name from the Greek appellation of Venus,
an imaginary goddefs worshipped by the

Romans.
c V. May is faid to have been fo called from
Maia, the mother of Mercury, another of
their pretended Ethnick deities, to wThom in

this month they paid their devotions.
I VI. June is laid to take its name from Juno,
one of the fuppofed gcddeffes of the heathen.
' VII. July ib called from Julius Csefar, one
of the Roman emperors, who gave his own
name to this month, which before was called

Quintilis, or the fifth.

' VIII. Auguftfo named in honour of Auguf-

tus Csefar, another of the Roman emperors.

This month was before called Sextilis or the

Sixth, f
' The other four months, namely, Septem-

ber, October, November and December, ftill

retain their numerical latin names, which, ac-

cording to the late regulation of the calendar,

will for the future be improperly applied. How-
ever from the continued ufe of them hitherto, as

well as from the practice of the Jews before th«

Babylonifh captivity,
||

it feemeth highly pro-

< bable,

f Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. i 2.

II See the fcriptuies to the time of Ezra.
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bable, that the method of diftinguiftiing thee hap,

months by their numerical order only, was

the moft ancient, as it is the molt plain, fimple

and rational.

4 As the idolatrous Romans thus gave names

to feveral of the months in honour of their

pretended deities : fo the like idolatry prevail-

ing among our Saxon anceflors, induced them

to call the days of the week by the name of

the idol, which on that day they peculiarly

worfhipped. Hence
4 The rirft day of the week was by them cal-

led Sunday, from their accuilomary adoration

of the fun upon that day.
4 The fecond day of the week they called

Monday, from their ulual cuftom of w^orfhip^

ping the moon on that day.

< The third day of the week they named

Tuefday, in honour of one of their idols cal-

led Tuiico.
4 The fourth day of the week was called

: Wednefday, from the appellation of Woden,
: another of their idols.

4 The fifth day of the week was called Thurf-

1 day, from the name of an idol called Thor,

to whom they paid their devotions upon that

' dav.
' The fixth day of the week was termed Fn-

4 day, from the name of Friga, an imaginary

' goddefs by them worfhipped.
' The feventh day they ftiled Saturday, as is

< fuppofed from Saturn, or Seater, by them
4 then worfhipped. §ri

4 The

§ See Verftegaa and Sheringham.
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chap. c The continued ufe of thefe names of days,
vin. c derived from fuch grofs idolatry of the hea-

, _-,
e then, is a demonftration, how little the purity
1 of the chriilian religion was underftood by
( the generality of thole who came into the pub-
' lie profeffion of it.

' The following ages of Popifh fuperflition,

' not only indulged their profelytes in the ufe of
' fuch heatheniih names and cuftoms, but alio

* invented and introduced other unfound and
c unfcriptural practices in religion. For when
c the profeffion of the chriilian religion became
* national, multitudes of the heathen priefts,
c whofe intereft lay in the performance of rites,

c ceremonies and facrifices, embraced prevail-
f ing chriftianity with felfifh views, and labour-
' ed early, with too much fuccefs, to find em-
c ployment for themfelves, by impofing on the
c people a new fet of ceremonies and facrifices,

* bearing fome refemblance to thole which in

* their former ftate of heathenifm they had been
c accuftomed to. From this corrupt iburce fprang
c the Popifh facrifice of the mafs, the cele-

' bration of which, at particular times, and on
c particular occalions, gave rife to the vulgar
* names of Michaelmas, Martinmas, Chriftmas,

* and the like.

' Seeing therefore that thefe appellations and
c names of days, months and times, are of an
' idolatrous or fuperftitious original, contrary to

* the divine command, the practice of good and
*. holy men in former ages, and repugnant to the

* chriilian teftimony borne by our faithful

' friends and predeceffors in the truth, for the

' fake of which they patiently endured many
* revilings : let neither the reproach of fingula-

' rity,
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' rity nor the fpecious reafonings of fuch as c h a p.

* would evade the erofs of Cbrift, turn you VIIh

' afide from the fimplicity of the gofpel, nor
175 ,

* difcourage you from keeping to the language
' of truth, in denominating the months and
' days according to the plain and fcriptural
c way of expreflion ; and fo fhall we follow the
' example ofour worthy elders, and come up in

' a noble and honourable teftimony againft

' thefe, and all other remains of idolatry and
* fuperftition.'

From the meeting for fufferings in London,
the 6th day of the 7th month, 1751.

It is to be efpecially noted, that the dates

hitherto ufed have been conformed to the old

ftyle, and fometimes fo diftinguifhed ; and here-

after the months are numbered according to

the new ftyle, as regulated in the foregoing di-

rections.

This year John Richardfon, formerly of ,»-,

Bridlington, and afterwards of Hutton in the Account of

county of York, a minifter of deep experience^^,ch"

and primidve fimplicity and felf denial, died in

an advanced age, very much devoted to the

fervice of God, and promotion of pure religi-

on. He was the fon of William Richardfon, of
North Cave in the fame county, who was early

convinced by the miniftry of William Dewfbury,
and joined himfelf in fociety with the people

called Quakers, amongft whom he was a fer-

viceable member and minifter; but John was
early deprived of the religious care, overfight

and inftruclion of his well concerned father, who
was
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c h a p. was removed out of this life, when this fon was
V,M

* about 13 years of age.

I75 ,
Peculiarly fevere were the trials of this

friend, both inward and outward. From the

time of his father's death much bodily hardfhip,

circumftances fiugularly diureiYing from various

outward occurrences fell to his lot, befides a

fuccefiion of internal conflicts and deep exercife

of mind in his religious refearehes. For in this

early part of his youth, he felt the convi&ions

of divine grace difquieting his mind, when he

was tempted to commit evil in any degree, in

word or in deed. Yet reluctant (as is the

nature of man) to take up the crofs to his cor-

rupt will and propenhties, he ftrove to attain

eale and peace, by filencing thefe difquieting

convictions, and indulging his natural inclinati-

ons, which were not to grofs evils, but to youth-

ful liberties.

And notwithstanding he received his early

education in the fociety of the people cal-

led Quakers, yet after the deceafe of his father,

his furviving parent, though well efleemed in

her neighbourhood, for induftry and honelty,

feemeth to have been not over folicitous about

the religious inftitution of her offspring, leaving

them in this refpeci pretty much to their own
direction, fo that her fon John was at liberty to

ufe his own difcretion to afibciate with any re-

ligious fociety ; and he appears to have uled the

liberty granted him, reforting fometime to one,

and fometime to another, as his inclination led

him, 'till about the fixteenth year of his age.

Yet even in this unfcttled itate as to religious

profelhon, he was favoured with religious defires,

which engaged him to converle with profeflbrs

of
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of different denominations, enquiring of them chap.
for information, if they could direct him where- v

'.
u,

_

in he might find a fafe reft to his foul ; but after ^V
much fearching and enquiring of thofe (as he

exprefTeth it) who were but in the letter, and in

the outward court, where the veil is over the

underftanding, he found his fearch ineffectual;

and therefore inflead of going from one fet of

profeflbrs to another for information, he declin-

ed to join any vilible fociety, and betook him-

felf to a retired life, feeking folitary and private

places to pour out his fupplications to the Al-

mighty, that he would bring him to the laving

knowledge of his truth. This petition he
thought wasgracioufly anfwered, being favoured

with the illumination of the true light, difcover-

ing the wants of his foul in its unregenerated ef-

tate ; and the neeeifity of being born again, to

be prepared for an entrance into the kingdom of
heaven. Through many painful conflicts under
the crofs, crucifying him to the will of the flefh,

and the fpirit of the world, and great diftrefs

and tribulation of mind, under th? miniftration

of condemnation, he gradually experienced the

warning of regeneration, and the renewings of
the Holy Gholt, to effect that change, whereby
the condemnation was removed, and juflifi-

cation in righteoufnefs meafurably attained.

In his time of unfixednefs in religious pro-

feffion and of feeking peace, if poflible, without

taking up the crofs to his own corrupt will and
inclinations ;

-

y
to that of the people called

Quakers, their name of contempt, their ftrict

way of life and demeanour, plain neis of habit and
language (none of which he faith he learned

of them) he had a particular averiion, but when
his
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chap, his eyes were illuminated to fee the teacher,
VIIf

- that was not removed into a corner, and learn

of him, who is meek and lowly, taking his yoke
upon him, he found himfelf circumfcribed and
rel tripled to the like felf-denying practice, which
had been the object of his averlion, and that

not by imitation but conviction, in like manner
as the faithful members of this fociety from their

beginning had been reftricled. Being thus by
the fame internal monitor brought into the fame

faith and practice, he reclaimed his birth-right

in this fociety, and attended their meetings as

diligently as his circumftances would well admit,

about the 16th year of his age; and about the

1 8th, he appeared in the miniftry and in pro-

cefs of time became an excellent minifter, not

of the letter only that killeth, but of the fpirit

that giveth life.

Now when he had attained to fome liability

in religion, and peace of mind fucceeded the in-

ward confli61s and trouble through which he had
hitherto paffed, his faith and patience were put

to clofe and fevere trials from various outward
contingencies, of a nature particularly diftreffing.

His father left a widow with five children, and

but little fubftance befide his farm to fubfift upon.

John was the eldeft, but one lifter, who died

loon after, whereby he found himfelf under a

neceffity to apply to hard labour for his own
fupport, the help of his mother, and education

of his younger brothers. By his labour and
care, through the divine blefling, the family

were decently fupported, and were profpering

in their circumftances, when an occurrence hap-

pened, which was attended with grievous conse-

quences to this young man. His mother was
folicited
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folicited to a fecond marriage by a perfon rigid- chap.
\y zealous for Prefbyteriauii'm. John, appre- _^

m -

Lending he forefaw unhappy confequences from ^753!^
the unequal match, took the liberty to remon-

ftrate againil it, and told his mother that he fear-

ed, c fhe had too much an eye to the man's cir-

'« cumilances (for he was reputed to be rich)

* but if me thought to improve her children's

' portions by a connection with him, (he would
< meet with a difappointment of her hope ; and
' not only fo, but a blading and mildew would
' come upon their own fubftance, the fruit of
c much labour and care, and which he believed

' would be bleffed to them, if they kept faithful

1 to the truth, and would content themfelves

* with their prefent condition.' His mother, al-

though (he leemed aifecled with his difcourfe,

and gave fome expectation that me would not

marry any perfon with whom he wTas diffatis-

fied; was notwithftanding prevailed upon to

join herfelf in the marriage againft which he

had remonftrated, which turned out much as he

had forefeen.

For with her the family being young, remov-

ed to the ftep- father's houle, and their fubftance

was intermixed with his; his mother dying

before her hufband, and he afterwards marrying

again, by his laft will left John Richardfon five

millings, and fome fmall token to his only fur-

viving brother, in bar of any demand for their

fhare of their parent's fubftance, yet this was at

the time a light affliction to what he had in the

intermediate time to experience.

He had not been long in his ftep-father's

houfe 'till he found his fituation very uneafy.

His father-in-law treated him with iymptoius of

great
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chap, great difpleafure, harfhnefs and feverity, on ac-

.

Vl "
,
count of his going to meeting. John who feems

, 7
c, to have been kept by him more in the ftation of

a fervant than a ion, endeavoured to appeafe his

difpleafure by unremitted diligence in his bufi-

neis, working very hard, beyond his ability,

even to that degree, that it feemed wonder-
ful how his young weak body fuftained the

hardships which he at this time endured. But
his moil earneft endeavours to gain his father's

countenance proved ineffectual; for his faithful-

nefs and diligence in his bufinefs availed lktle.

His father feemed callous to all reconciliation,

while he continued to frequent the meetings of

the people called Quakers, and declined the ac-

companying him to thole of the Prefbyterians.

To render his attendance of the former as un-

eafy and diftreffmg as poffible, his father would
fend him on firft day mornings, fome miles into

the fields and over the common to look after his

cattle, horfes and fheep, both to fatigue him and
ftraiten him for time to reach the meetings of
his friends, to which he had two, three, four,

fometimes fix miles to ago, moftly on foot, and
often fo limited in time, that he was obliged to

walk very fa ft, and frequently to run, to reach

the meeting timely; which feverity he bore

with remarkable patience. His mother was af-

fected with great anxiety and grief, under the

mortifying reflection upon the hard circum-

ftances, in which fhe had been inftrumental to

involve a dutiful fon, who, fhe acknowledged,

had never difobliged her, but had obeyed all

her lawful directions and defires with alacrity;

and that in contradiction to the gentle caution,

wherein he had previoufly communicated his

opinion
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opinion of the confequences of her marriage, chap.
Several friends alio could hardly forbear fhed- VI lf -

ding tears, when they faw him come into the , ,,

meeting in a violent heat and perfpiration, fym-

pathizing with him in the hard talk he had to

undergo. On his return from meetings he was
generally received by his father with a counte-

nance of difpleaiure and barfh rebuke as for de-

lay, although he returned as feafonably as his

ftrength and the diilance of place would admit.

At feme times his father, on the other hand,

would treat him with apparent kindnefs, to in-

duce him to go with him to the place of worfhip

he frequented, offering him in that cafe a horfe

to ride. Again he took him in his arms, and
fawningly told him to this effecl, that, ' if John
* would behave as a fon to him, he mould find
4 a father in him/ hinting that he had no near
kindred. As John was confcious that he had
behaved to him as a fon in doing every thing

in the way of bufmefe that he required of
him, and by his diligence had frequently anti-

cipated his commands, he was at no lofs to in-

terpret his father's meaning in this propofal,

and therefore replied, c If in thus making
* me thy fon, thou intends to hinder me from
* going to meetings, or to oblige me to go to
' the Prelbyterians meetings, or any thing that
1

is againft my conscience, I cannot on this eon-
* dition be thy fon.' And for the fame reafon

he refufed to become his hired fervant, which
he offered to make him and give him wages.

When his father found that neither his

frowns, his impofition of hardfhips, his men-
aces, nor his promifes of kindnefs could fhake

his ftep-fon's Headfailnefs in his religious prin-

ciples,
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chap, ciples, he fuffered his palfton and bigotry fo far
VIH

- to erafe all tendernefs and humanity, that in

, 75
' much wrath he abruptly told him that, ' he

' mould flay no longer in his houfe.' John
pleaded againft this hard fentence ' his conllant

' endeavour to fervehim faithfully to the beft ofhis
* power by night or by day, and his purpofe to

' do fo Hill, as far as he could without hurting
' his conscience or wounding the peace of his
c mind, which he valued above all the mutable
c things of this world. But his father was too

much determined, to be moved by any confi-

derations of this kind. John even folicited his

father to permit him to ltay till he might hear

of a place of fervice (though fo weakened and
emaciated by hard labour that he hardly feemed

fit for one;) but the obdurate man would not

comply with this laft reafonable requeit. His

mother was an afflic~led witnefs of her foil's feli-

citations, and her huiband's obftinacy, which
fo overwhelmed her in forrow, that John found

it requifite to leave his father, in order to endea-

vour to alleviate his mother's grief, telling her,
c That if he wTas but faithful, he trufted in the
c Lord that he would take care of him that he
c mould not want.' Withal reminding her, ' that
c as fhe had entered into marriage covenants with
* her hufband, fhe fhould endeavour to perform
( them, and to make her life as eafy as fhe could,
c and never to fend him any thing, which her
c hufband knew not of, for he was not free to
1 receive it,' although all their fubflance was
funk in his hands.

Thus determined his father turned him out,

weak in body, dejecled in mind, with very lit-

tle money in his pocket, and very ordinary

clothes
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clothes upon his back. Upon his taking leave c hap.
of the family many tears were fhed, efpecially

,

VI1L
,

by his mother. The father Hood as one amaz-
175

,

ed to fee the marks of fo general affeclion ma-
nifelled toward him, and lb general a forrow at

his departure. Yet as deftitute of common juf-

tice as of every tender feeling, he hefitated not

to turn him out into the wide world, to make
his way through life, Gripped of every accommo-
dation, and in as deftitute a condition as almoft

any one could be, notwithftanding this father

was reckoned rich, and certainly owed him
fome recompenfe for his fervice, and for his

fhare of his own father's property, which ap-

pears to have been confiderably improved by
his care and labour, and of which this father

had pofTeiled himfelf.

He went out on the common, where he had
taken many folitary walks before, yet none fo

feverely trying as this, becaufe he knew not

whither to go, nor where to lay his head, not but
many of his friends would have given him a kind
reception, but he was unwilling to be burden-
fome to any, unlefs he knew they had bu-
finefs to employ him in, and looking to one
fide and another, he thought it appeared, as if

his way was hedged in on every fide, and that

fcarce any man on earth was in fo delblate a
condition. Under great diflrefs and dejection

of fpirit, he gave vent to the anguifh of his

heart in cries and tears and fupplications to the

Judge of all the earth, who, he thought, heard
and anfwered his cries with this intelligence,

Firjl feek the kingdom of heaven and the righteouf-

nefs thereof, and all thefe things that thoujlandeft
in need ofJhall be given unto thee. He believed

Vol. IV. C c and
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chap, and therefore found his mind reduced into quie-

,,

v" r
'

,
tude and faw then the place to refort to and

i 75 3. abide for a feafon, viz. to the houfe of William
Allen in South Cliff, to whom he bound him-
felf to learn his trade, which was that of a

weaver.

Although he might feem here in a very low
fphere of life, yet he found himfelf fettled to his

full content and his fituation changed lor the

better. Beloved by his mailer, and loving him
fincerely, they lived together in great harmony.
When his mafter underftood, he had any con-

cern or defire to vifit any meetings, he would
not fuffer his bufinefs to be any impediment,

but would defire him to take his mare and go,

without any uneafinefs either about the mare or

bufinefs. Here he fpent fome time in fhort ex-

curfions to vifit his friends in their meetings, as he

apprehended the call of duty thereto, and in a

diligent and clofe attention- to his outward em-
ployment at home; both out of confeientious

regard to his duty, not as an eye fervant but in

finglenefs of heart, as toward God ; and alfo

out of gratitude to fo kind a mafter, he thought

himfelf obliged to exert himfelf to the utmoft,

to make him a recompence as far as in his

power.

It may perhaps to fome readers appear befide

the point, to defcend to fuch particulars in

the early ftages of this friend's life, but it feems

directly coincident with my defign, which the

reader hath been apprized is to exemplify the

excellent effects produced in the hearts and ac-

tions of men, by a fteady adherence to that in-

ward principle of light and grace, which the

people
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people called Quakers mod furely believe in, c h a p.

and bore teihmony to.
,

His firft journey of confequence was into I?53 ,

Lincolnshire, Nottinghamfhire and Warwick-

shire; and he was careful to return home as

ibon as by a diligent difcharge of his duty and

fervice, he could with eafe and peace of mind,

to apply himielf with indufiry to his outward

occupation, for his happen, and procuring a lit-

tle furplus to fupply his neceiTary expenfes in

his future travels: and thus from the 20th to

the 28th year of his age, he divided lis time

between an induitrious application to his fecular

employment, to provide things honeit in the

light of all men, and the difcharge of his duty

in fulfilling his miniltry, for the edification of

his friends and others ; during which time, he

travelled through moft parts of England four

times, and twice through moil parts of Vv ales.

About this time he entered into a married

ftate, and fettled in Bridlington, where he was

made inftrumental to the help and itrengthening

of many in their religious progrefs, especially

amongft the youth, feveral of whom were called

to the work of the miniftry and grew therein, to

be ferviceable men in their time.
^
He was

likewife very helpful in the promoting a Set-

tlement of a falutary discipline, in the monthly

meeting, where it had not been fo zealoully Sup-

ported, as in Some other places.

In about five years after his marriage, his

wife was taken from him, and he was left a wi-

dower with three Small children, and at the

fame time having had many years a profpecl of

duty to vifit his friends in the American colo-

nies, and the appointed time appearing to draw

C c 2 near,
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chap, near, he laboured under much difcouragement

t

VI1
^; J

iu confideration of his circum fiances in the

! 753.
world, which were far from- opulent*, and the

charge of his helplefs children; but providence

fo ordered it, that his youngeft child was remov-
ed by death in lefs than a year, and his two
other children were placed to his own fatisfac-

tion and that of his friends. Whereby
feeing his little family and his affairs reputably

fettled, that the truth which he profefled, and
for the promotion whereof he thought it

his duty to leave all his near connections

and his native country, might receive no dif-

honour by any contingency in his private af-

fairs

* Upon mentioning his outward circumftances, as being

polTelTed of little fubttance, he explains his meaning by fome
reflections, expreflive of that honeft fimplicity and integrity,

confpicunus in the piimiiive proieffors of the principle of a

divine light, in the following terms, ' I would not have any
* to mifunderftand me, for as to my outward circumtlances,

* I left no debt, neither was I in a way of g'»ing backward
4

in the world; for ever after I received the knowledge of
' the truth, I could not fee what pretence I could have to

* religion, if any mould lofe by me: I have often faid, and
' been hearty in my intentions, That rather than truth
4 Jhould fujfer on that /core, 1 would live upon bread
* and ivater, and ivear very mean clothes, and vuork very
* hard, if I voere able, and upon any mean, if but lauuful cal-
4 ling. It hath been matter of wonder to me, how any
* that appear to carry any pretenfions to religion, dare run
* luch great ventures, fometimes beyond their own bottoms
* or abilities; which to me hath always appeared an un-
« warrantable rifque; and, as I apprehend, pride and often-
4 ta:ion is much the occafion of it, which are much againil
4 truth, and men are no better for their greatnefs, for the

* more plain and the more humble we are, the more we re-

* femble humble Jefus, and die religion, which he laboured
* to inculcate. If any are lifted up, or afpire above their

* place, let thein confider well the foregoing paragraph.'
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fairs in his abfence, he took leave of his friends at c h a p.

home, not without the natural emotions of lor-
,

VI11,

row and regret, and fet forward on his journey 1?5 .j,

to London, whence he propofed to embark in the

8th month, 1700, and failing from thence in

company with Thomas Thompfon, Jofiah Lang-

dale and John Eitaugh, the 17th of the follow-

ing month, after a tedious paffage of fixteen

weeks arrived in the river Patuxent in Mary-
land.

He fpent about two years and a half in this

journey, in which time he vifited the colonies

generally where friends were fettled, viz. Virgi-

nia, P*laryland, Penfylvania, &c. to New Eng-

land, and fundry parts twice over; after which
he vifited the iflands of Bermudas and Barba-

does ; from the latter he took (hipping for Brif-

tol, where he arrived in the 6th month called

June, 1703.

In this journey his minifterial labours wrere

eminently ferviceable, acceptable ancl edifying,

to the convincement of many, and confirmation

of many more, particularly in the ifland of Nan-
tucket, where, the whole meeting or greateft

part were wonderfully affe£ted by the power
attending his miniftry—fundry remarkable oc-

currences he met with in the courfe of his tra-

vels, which are related at large in his journal,

to which I refer the reader, as a work profitable

from his wife and inflruclive reflections, and
agreeable from the variety of incidents and his

plain yet pleafmg manner of relating them. The
narrative of his controverfy with George Keith,

hath already filled fome pages of this volume;
and in the courfe of his travels he met with

other occafions of debate, efpecially in New-
England,
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chap. England, from the oppoiition of fome profeflbrs
y*lh

i

of the religion of that country, to his doctrine,

, 7
e 3. which he managed with fo much wifdom, tem-

per and modefty, as carried with them evident

conviction of the truths he defended. In paf-

fing fome of the great rivers and other waters

in open boats, he and the company appeared

oftener than once in great danger of lofing their

lives, through accidents, the badnefs, inconve-

nience or mifmanagement of the boats, in moft

of which perils, he feems, under providence, to

have been principally inftrumental to theefcape

of himielf and companions, by his exertions

and prefence of mind. An inftance whereof,

accompanied with fenfible and edifying reflec-

tions, I think not impertinent to introduce here

from his journal, in hopes it may engage the

attention of fome readers to profit thereby.
c In our imminent danger (faith he) I looked over
' my tender friends, and thought in my heart,
f what a pity it would be, if all thefe were drown-
' ed! yet the thought ofmy own drowning never
' entered my mind, until I was got over the river,

' which was a mercy to me, and a great means
c to keep out the diforder and confufion, which
e commonly attend fudden furprizes and frights,
c which alfo make many faint hearted, and al-
c moft fenfelefs.'

c On this occafion, as well as many others, I
c reflected that it is an excellent thing to be, as
e much as we can, always ready, and by fre-
c quent ruminating upon death, to live fo as to
e be fit to die, that it may not caufe fo much
c furprize and confternation when it doth come

:

c this is a great point of true wifdom, fo to num-
e ber our days, as to confider our latter end."

whim
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Whilfl; he remained at home,hi was exemplary c h a p.

in the diligent attendance of the meeting to which
,_

V1 11,

he belonged, as alio the monthly and quarterly
l?53#

meetings; and vifited many meetings abroad.

After living in the itate of a widower near feven

years, he married again ; but in a few years, he

was. deprived of his l'econd wife. Both his

wives were fober, religious women, fit help-mates

in the belt fenfe, ready to give him up, and to

forward rather than obftrudt him in the faith-

ful performance of every religious fervice.

During the time of his laft marriage, he paid

two religious vifits, one to the northern, and

the other to the fouthern counties of England.

And afterwards repeated his vifus to the fame

parts: in the year 171 7, he vifited the wef-

tern counties as far as Cornwall : Ireland in

1722; and in the 3d month, 1731, he a fecond

time embarked for America, and vifited the

meetings of his friends generally through the

colonies on the Continent, which took him

near two years to accomplifh, returning home
the 1 ft of 3d month, 1733.

He lived to a good old age, and when he

was confined by the infirmities attendant on

this ftage of life, and his natural faculties

fomewhat impaired, he appeared more heaven-

ly-minded to the laft, and finifhed his courfe in

this world, in a well grounded hope of the frui-

tion of that happineis, which is prepared in

the next for thole who perlevere to the end

in well-doing. He died the 2d of the

4th month, 1753, in the 87th year of his

age, and was buried in friends burying ground,

at Kirby-moorfide.
Samuel
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chap. Samuel Bownas of Bridport, in Dorfetihire,
VI11 who was alfo averyferviceable and well-approved

**""7?rr"
;

minifter of this fociety, died in the courfeof this

Account'of year, and upon the very lame day with the afore-

.

Samuel mentioned friend. He was born in Weftmor-
land, within trie compais of great Strickland

monthly meeting, about the year 1676. -His

father was taken away before he attained the

capacity of knowing him, being only about a

month old ; but he wTas informed by thofe who
knew him, that he was an honeft zealous friend,

and a confiderable iufferer upon account of re-'

ligion, both in the lofs of his fubftance and li-

berty, the meeting being kept in his houi'e, in

dome of the hotteft time of perfecution in the

reign of king Charles II.

His mother, who was a religious woman, was
very careful to train him up in fobriety, and to

advife him to the fear of the Lord in his youth,

but being in low circumftances, fhe put him ap-

prentice to a blackimith, when he was but

about 13 years of age. He was firlt put out

with his uncle, and afterwards to Samuel Par-

rat of Brigflats, an honeft well minded friend,

who treated him with affectionate kindnefs;

yet notwithstanding his mother's tender care,

and his mailer's example, he was as yet very

indifferent about religion, and had very little

fenfe thereof. On firft days he frequented

meetings, but received little other benefit there-

by, than being prevented from falling into hurt-

ful company, which indeed is a very great fer-

vice to youth. In this time of inadvertency, he
indulged himfelf in a latitude in converfation,

for which he often met with remorfe and in-

ward reproof 3 not that he was tainted with any

grofs
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grofs vice, but was much given to jefting and chap.
witty turns to 'provoke mirth; whereby he gain- V1U -

ed the reputation of a witty, fenfible young I?5 ,

man; but the airinefs of his difcourfe, in the

hour of cool reflection was generally fucceeded

by a heavy heart under the conviction'of divine

grace..

About the middle time of his apprenticefhip,

he met with an awakening reach. One rlrfl day
morning a young woman preaching in their

meeting, and Samuel fixing his eye upon her,

fhe feemed to point at him, and uttered the fol-

lowing expreflions with great energy, " A tra-

" ditional Quaker! thou comeft to meeting as

" thou went from it the laft time, and goeft

" from it, as thou cameft to it ; but art no bet-

" ter for thy coming-: what wilt thou do in the
" end ?" Thefe words wrere fo exactly adapt-

ed to his ftate at that time, that he conceived

them to have been fpoken to himielf and was,

as it wTere, fmitten to the ground ; and in the

awakened language of his foul, poured out this

fecret ejaculation " Lord, wThat mall I do to

" help it ?" when he heard, as if a voice

fpoke in his heart, " Look unto me, and I will

" help thee," which adminiftred comfort to

his foul.

Yet in his return home he was affected with

anxiety and ferious thoughtfulnefs to that degree

that he could neither eat nor fleep as ufual.

The folidity of his conduct and the gravity of

his countenance evidenced a great and fudden
change in his mind and manners, his mirth was
turned into mourning under that godly forrow

which produceth fincere repentance, fo that fe-

veral who obferved him were apprehenfive of

bis
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chap, his' danger of falling into a melancholy. But
vl

";
f

in this ftate of inward though tfulnefs and exer-

i 7
-, cife of fpirit on the molt important of all fub-

jecls, the religion whereby he might pleafe his

Maker, and fecure the happinefs of his own foul,

he found a folemnity over his mind, fuch as he
had not known before. And now when he
came to meeting he was neither drowfy as

had been too cultomary with him, nor diitracled

by wandering cogitations ; but in inward itillnefs,

and true devotion of heart before God, was
ftrengthened to worfhip him, according to his

own requirings " in fpirit and in truth." His

foul was quickened by the word, which is quick

and powerful, and his understanding experi-

mentallyopened into the meaning and application

of the Scriptures, and the nature of true gofpel

miniftry, which 'till then he appears to have
been wholly ignorant of; fo that he feeemed to

himfelf another man.

It was not long after his reformation, that he
was called to the work of the miniftry ; but he
began to reafon within himfelf, that ' fo fudden
f a change would hardly be borne ;' and feve-

ral of his companions being prefent in the meet-

ing, who had been witneffes of the levity of his

late converfation, and his faculty of creating and
circulating mirth among ft them, they proved
another caufe of difcouragement in his way

:

fo that more than once, while he fat under the

encreafing burden of the word, by the like rea-

foning he put it off. In confequence he fell

under great diftrefs of mind, feariug that he had
by difobedience offended to that degree, that he

fhould be caft off for ever ; he fought folitude,

to give vent to his forrows in fecret, remote from

the
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obfervation of men ; but the effects of his trou- chap.
bled mind, and of his tears, became vifible on VIII#

his countenance, which his mailer obferving I7 c
5 .

and fympathizing with him, kindly enquired the

reafon of his trouble, which he candidly difco-

vered. Hereupon his mafter confoled him with •

the hope, that he would come under the like

concern again, and advifed him to give way
thereto, which he accordingly did, to his great

confolation and peace of mind.

He had at this time about three years of his

apprenticefhip to ferve, during which he conti-

nued at times to appear in the miniftry in a few.

words at home, but did not travel much abroad

till the term of his fervitude was expired.

Having ferved his full time with fidelity and
diligence, and in the laft year conceiving a

draught of duty to pay a religious vifit to friends

in Scotland, he fet out in company with Ifaac

Alexander, beginning theirjourneyon foot at Ken-
dal and the adjacent meetings, they proceeded
through part of Lancafhire and Yorkfhire; then
viiiting fbme parts of Cumberland, they went
forward to Scotland, and accomplifhed their

viiit in about two months. In this journey
Samuel thought his companion had very good
fervice, but he himfelf wras deeply proved with
poverty of fpirit, which appeared at the time

hard to bear, being filled with anguifh under the

power of death and darknefs, and all comfort
hid from him; but wrhen the cloud which cover-

ed his mind was blown over, he clearly faw the

benefit of trials in different- difpenfations, for

improvement in experience and for eftablifhment

in the root of a divine and fpiritual miniflry.

,Many



396 HISTORY of the

chap. Many of thefe bright minifters of the nor-

t

Vl11, thern counties were but in narrow circumftances

, 753. as to earthly poffeilions, being raifed up from
the lower clafs of people, of which number this

worthy friend was one. His late journey hav-

. ing well nigh confumed what little money he
was matter of, he returned home almoft penny-

lefs ; therefore the time of hay-harveft coming
on, he applied himfelf to mowing and other

harveft work, as a day labourer, for his prefent

fupport ; and to lay up a part of his earnings

to put himfelf in proper condition for another

journey, and for his expenfes and accommodation
therein; at the fame time he attended fuch

neighbouring meetings, as he felt an engagement

to vifit, going to one or another to the diftance

of 10 or 12 miles on foot, and returned back
the fame way to follow his labour. It was thus

thefe difinterefted men, after the apoftolic prac-

tice, divided their time, difengaging themielves

from the world, and all worldly engagements,

when they apprehended the call of duty to go

forth with the meffage of the gofpel, and when
difcharged from the concern, to labour with

their hands to fupply their neceffities, that they

might not make the gofpel chargeable or bur-

denfome to thofe they miniftred unto. In the

fucceeding autumn and winter of the year 1 699,
he vifited feveral of the fouthern and weftern

counties of England, and part of Wales, and in

the fucceeding year vifited many meetings on
the eaftern fide of England. In 1701, he vifited

Scotland a fecond time in company with Ifaac

Thompfon, and after vihting the meetings of his

friends in a general way, they came to Kelfo in

their return to England, and from thence to

Jedburgh
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Jedburgh, a town where none of the people cal- chap.
led Quakers refided, and where 'till this time,

t

V111,

they were very little known, except as abufive- ,75^
ly reprefented by the preachers. When they

came thither, they went to an inn, but the bi-

gotted landlord refufed them entertainment,

their minifter having endeavoured to paint

out this people to his hearers, in the mutt hide-

ous colours. They went to another inn, where

they obtained admiffion, and after they had
taken fome refreshment, they went out into the

ftreet, and fat down at the market crofs; but

had not fitten long 'till they were taken into

cuftody, and committed to prifon. Soon after

a mefTenger came from the provoft to offer them
their liberty on condition that they would de-

part the town without preaching, Samuel
fignified that they could make no fuch agree-

ment, and wrote to the provoft their reafons;

but the people were fo deterred from holding

any communication with them, that it was very

difficult to procure any mefTenger to carry the

letter.

Next day [through the intervention of a

country gentleman] they obtained their liberty,

and it being markeL-uay, and the town full of
country people; after refrefhing themfelves at

the inn, they went up to the market-crofs, but

finding no convenient room there, they remov-
ed to another eminency, near the higher! part

of the principal ftreet; Samuel Bownas there

preached to a crouded body offeveral hundreds
of people ; and being afterwards fervently con-

cerned in prayer, while he was praying two
men took him by the arms, and led him down
the ftreet, he in the mean time continuing his

prayer
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chap, prayer as they led him along, till it was finifhed.
vh i. They conveyed him again to the priibn door;

, 75
, but he pleaded againft a fecond illegal imprifon-

ment, that he fhould not willingly go thither

again, without being firft examined by a magif-

trate, and if it appeared he had broken any law,

or committed any offence worthy of imprifon-

ment, and they had a mittimus letting forth his

crime, he would not refufe fubmiffion to legal

authority ; but without it, he would not go, ex-

cept he was forced by violence, which he hop-

ed they would not attempt. A foldier, who
flood fendnel at the prifon and overheard

this plea, infilled that his countryman had
ipoken right, according to law and juflice;

" and therefore" (faid he) " if you will take
(i him before the provofl for examination you
ec may; but if not, touch him, who dare."

This laconic fpeech uttered with a determined

air, had its effect, the officers went off, and left

Samuel again at full liberty.

Samuel being elevated feveral fleps above, the

attendant crowd, it furnifhed him with a favour-

able opportunity to give them a fecond exhor-

tation, the people were very quiet and attentive,

appeared refpednil and well fatisfied ; and he,

having difcharged himfelf of what he conceived

his duty, retired to the inn full of peace and con-

folation. In the evening fome of the better fort

of the inhabitants paid them a friendly vifit,

which was pretty long; for as they were very

much flrangers to the people and their princi-

ples, they were defirous to be informed, and

(pent fome hours in religious conference, where-

in Samuel was enabled to anfwer their ob-

jections,



»753-

PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 399

je&ions, and Satisfy their enquiries pretty fully.

So they took their leave in a friendly and affec-

tionate manner, at a late hour, feemingly pleaf-

ed with the information which they had re-

ceived.

In the third month 1702 he embarked for

America, and arrived in river Patuxent in Mary-
land, the latter end of 5th month following,

and here almoft immediately after, he received

the challenge from G. Keith, which with his

confequent imprifonment hath been related in

courfe.* He vifited the meetings of friends pret-

ty generally through the fundry Britifh colonies

in North America, from Carolina to New Eng-

land, which with the time he fpent in confine-

ment, took him upwards of four years, it being

10th month, 1706, when, he landed at Ports-

mouth. His fervice was very confiderable,

and very acceptable to his friends there in a ge-

neral way, and inftrumental to bring over Seve-

ral to the Society by convincement.

Having thus diligently employed his time

from the expiration of his apprenticefhip 'till

the 30th year of his age, between his temporal

and Spiritual engagements, foon after his return

from America he married a young woman in

Somerfetfhire, and removed to reiide with her
there. His engagements in marriage and in

bufinefs for the fupport of his family, did not

divert his attention from that which he efteemed

his principal engagement, a life of devotednefs
to the will of God, and promoting a religious

life and religious difpolitions among his friends

and others.

See page 134, &c.

In
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: h a p. In the fummer 1 708, he went over to Ire~
v[lL land, on a religious vifit to friends of that na-

tion, and in the intervening time between his

landing at Cork, and the enfuing half-year's

meeting in Dublin, he vifited the meetings gene-

rally through the nation, and after the half-

year's meeting, took ihipping at Cork, and land-

ed at Minehead, after an abfence of more than

18 weeks.

After his return from this journey, he feems

to have been for fome time relealed from diftant

travels, but was diligent in his outward occu-

pation, and in viliting the neighbouring meetings,

which were pretty numerous. In 171 5, he vifited

Cornwall. In 17 19, fundry counties of Eng-

land, and Scotland a third time. In 1 726, he em-
barked for America again, and after a tedious voy-

age of eleven weeks landed at Hampton in Vir-

ginia, whence he proceeded through the colonies

to New England and back again, having vifited

moil of the meetings of his friends through all

the provinces, and fundry of them feveral times

over, and fmifhed his fervice where he began it,

at Hampton ; from which place he re-embarked

for England, in company with Robert Jordan,

thankful that he had been preferved in health,

and fupported with ftrength both of body and
mind, to accomplifh this long and tedious jour-

ney, through the very fevere extremes of heat

and cold, in about eighteen months.
In the latter part of the voyage, they met with

a violent ftorm, fuch as the failors faid they had
not known before, and it came upon them fo

fuddenly, that they were not prepared for it

;

the water came in upon them and fo encreafed,

that it was feven or eight feet deep in the hold.

It
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It ftaved the water calks fattened on the decks, chap.
whereby they loft above a tun and a half of VIU -

water ; warned fome hogs over board, and de-

fcroyed a great number of their fowl. Thefe
loffes were irreparable ; the fails were torn

like paper; the fore-top-maft and feveral of the

yards, and the tiller of the rudder were broken,

fo that having no command df the fhip, they

feemed to be in the utmoit danger, till the florin

abated ; and then it took them a full week to re-

pair the damage, fo as to be in a condition to

make Fail again ; and the wind being unfavour-

able, the-men, by reafon of the loffes fuftained,

were put to an allowance of bread and water.

But in the mid It of dangers nothing fnpports

men in a calm prefenee of mind like true reli-

gion, and a confeioufnefs of acting uprightly, in

iinglenefs of heart towards God. This friend

amidft furrounding danger, confiding in that di-

vine providence v^hich is everywhere prefent,

ruling by lea and land, who can command the

winds to be Hill, and the heaving waves to fub-

fide, found comfort in meditating on his promis-

es, to care for thole who put their truft in him;
and after fome further trials of his faith and
patience, he was preferved to land fafely at

Plymouth, and from thence reached his own
houfe, the 2d of 8th month, 1728, having been
abfent about a year and ten months. Upon en-

tering his own houfe he felt abundant confola-

tion and peace of mind, in reward of his fidelity

in the discharge of duty, through all attendant

difcouragements and difficulties.

He ftaid pretty much at and about home till

the year 1 740, when he vifned his friends in

various counties in England, and paid a fecond

Vol. IV. D d vifit
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vifit to thofe in Ireland. The years 1 746,

47, 48, and 1749, he fpent moftly in travelling

TjKi. in different quarters of the nation. And after

this it doth not appear that he travelled any
long journies, the infirmities of age incapacitat-

ing him ; but was very diligent in attending

meetings both at home and in the neighbourhood

for twenty or thirty miles round, as long as his

health and ftrength continued, his miniflry con-

tinuing lively and powerful to the laft, to the

edification and comfort of thofe who heard it.

'747- Travel Fuller, of Swafham in Norfolk, be-

ing profecuted for Eafter offerings in the Eecle-

FuUcr. fialtical court, at the fuit of Robert Say, prieft of

that parifh; a prohibition was obtained and' the

caufe being removed into the Temporal court,

an hearing was had thereon at the Lent aflizes

at Thetford in Norfolk, in the iff month, 1747,
when the following ftate of the cafe wT

as agreed

to by the counfel on both fides, and fubmitted

to the judgment of the court, viz.

That within the parifh of Swafham there is,

and for all the time whereof the memorv of

man is not to the contrary, there hath been a

certain cuftom, that every married man inhabit-

ing and refiding within the faid parifh of Swaf-

ham, with his wife being refpeclively of the

age of fix-teen years or older, hath paid, and
hath ufed and been accuflomed to pay for

himfelf and his wife to the vicar of,the

parifh of Swafham aforefaid, for the time being,

yearly at the feaft of Eafter, or fo foon after as

the fame hath been demanded, four pence as

for or in the name of Eafter offerings. That at

Eafter, 1745, and long before, the plaintiff and
his then and now wife were and now are Quak-

ers.
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ers. That neither the plaintiff or his faid chap.
wife ever went to the church of Swafham, or

Vl11,

ever received the facrament or communion with

or from the defendant, nor did the plaintiff or

his faid wife ever participate of or perfonally

attend upon any of the offices of the church.

Upon the whole it is fubmitted to the court,

whether the defendant is intitled to a writ of

coniultation or not ?

The Cafe of Travel Fuller, fued in the Bifhop's

Court for Eailer Offerings.

The faid Fuller, coming to live in the parifh

of Swafham in the county of Norfolk, about

three months lince, before the time called Eailer,

in the year 1 745, Robert Say, vicar of the faid

parifh, did foon after the faid time demand of

Fuller four pence, as an Eailer offering due
from him and his wife at Eailer, which Fuller

refufing to pay, Say libelled him in the court o'l

the bifhop of Norwich. Whereupon Fuller in

the term called Trinity term, 1 746, applied to

the court of Common Pleas for a prohibition,

upon a fuggellion that Eailer offerings are not

due, but where there are particular cufloms

warranting the payment of them, and whether

there was fuch a cuilom in the parifh of Svvaf-

ham, the Sipritual courts had no right to try.

And on this foundation the court granted a

prohibition ; but at the fame time, at the in-

ilance of Say's counfel the court obliged Fuller

to declare in prohibition within a limited time,*

* This was a ftep never before taken by any pirfon in the

cafe of Eafter offerings.

D d 2 which
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chap, which he accordingly did. And to fuch de-
VII[

- claration Say pleaded that within the parilh

1-jaj. °f Svvafham, there was a certain cuftom ufed,

that every married man inhabiting and refiding

in the laid parifh of Swafham with his wife,

they being both fixteen years and older, hathufed,

been accuHomed and ought to pay for himfelf

and his wife to the vicar yearly at the feaft of

Eafter, four pence as for and in the name of

Eafter offering. That Fuller at Eafter, 1745,
and for a long fpace of time then laft paft,. was
and ft ill is an inhabitant in the faid parifh v\ ith

his then and now wife, and that they were at

the feaft of Eafter of the age of fixteen and older,

and that Say having been vicar of the faid parifh

for more than a year paft, there was due* to him
four pence from the faid Fuller.

Fuller difputed the cuftom, and thereupon

iffue was joined, which ifTue was tried before

Sir Thomas Abney, the 26th of the ift month
(called March) 1747, at the aflizes held at

Thetford for the county of Norfolk.

Fuller had for his counfel, counfellors Pont,

Malbn and Potter, and ierjeant Leeds, all

which except couniellor Pont, had been feveral

times attended by one or more of the friends ap-

pointed by the meeting on this affair; and once

on a general confutation of the faid counfel

;

and at Thetford before the trial came on they

were again all applied to by Edmund Peckover

and Richard How, who then alfo waited on
counfellor Pont.

It was then agreed, that in cafe the cuftom

fhould be proved, endeavours fhould be ufed to

obtain a fpecial verdict, that fo the judgment of

all the judges might be had; but that could not

be
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be, though the cuftom was fo fully proved thatc hap.
Fuller's counfel did not think fit to examine any V1!L

of the witnefles that were provided ; as the -,,47.

judge defired they would not, but lave the time

of the court.

The reaibn the judge affigned againft a fpeci-

al verdict was that it would be attended with an

hundred pounds extraordinary expenfe ; but faid

he was willing it mould be made a cafe, and re-

ferred for the judgment of the court of Common
Pleas. As a queftion had arifen whether the

cullom was good or not, and whether Fuller

was liable to pay the demand, as his counfel in-

fifted that Eafter offerings were due and pay-

able to the vicar for officiating at the facrament,

and, that Fuller never partook or attended at

any of the offices of the Church.

It was hereupon agreed by the counfel on
both fides that a verdict mould be given for the

plaintiff, and the matter objected on behalf of
the defendant fhould be referved for the deter-

mination of the court of Common Pleas.

Whereupon a verdict was given and the follow-

ing order and cafe agreed upon.
" It is ordered by the confent of the parties

" their counfel and attorneys that the verdict
" now'givenin this caufe for the defendant, mall
<c fiand as a fecurity to him, and that the mat-
" ter in law in this caufe be referred for the opi-
" nion of the court of Common Pleas, whom
" the faid parties their counfel and attorneys
" mail attend and if the opinion of the faid

" court mall be for the plaintiff, then the de-
11 fendan t mail not proceed on the faid verdicl,
cc but fhall pay the plaintiff or his attorney his

1 cofts of this fuit, to be taxed by the prothono-
" tary;
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" tary ; and if the opinion of the faid court of
" Common Pleas fhall be for the defendant,

"T^TT"
" tnen tne &id defendant may proceed on the
" verdicl notwithstanding this order: and it is

" further agreed by the like confent that the
£c poftea fhall remain in the hands of the affoci-

" ate, and not be returned without the order of
" the faid court of Common Pleas, and that
(c order fhall be made a rule of his majefly's
" court of Common Pleas.

" By the court,

" Rafh, Affociate."

In purfuance of this order the following cafe

was ftated and agreed by counfel on both

fides.
' c That within the parifh of Swafham, there

cc
is and for all the time whereof, the memory

ic of man is not to the contrary, there hath
cc been a certain cuflom that every married
" man inhabiting and refiding within the faid
<c parifh of Swafham with his wife, fuch mar-
" ried man and his wife, being refpeclively of
<c the age of fixteen years or older, hath paid
" and hath ufed and been accufiomed to pay
" for himfelf and his -wife, to the vicar of
<c Swafham, yearly at Eaiier four pence, for

'* and in the name of Eafler offerings. That at

" Eafter, 1745, and long before, the plaintiff and
<c his wufe were and now are Quakers, refiding

" in the parifh of Swafham, and refpeclively

" fixteen years of age. That neither the plain-
<c tiff nor his faid wife ever went to the church
<c of Swafham, and never received the facra-

" ment or communion with or from the defen-
* c dant, nor did the plaintiff or his faid wife

" ever
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" ever participate of or perfonally attend upon chap.
" any of the offices of the church." w—v—
On the whole whereof it was fubmitted to l747 .

the court whether the defendant is intitled to a

writ of confultation on this cafe or not.

Signed, Edward Leeds for the plaintiff,

H. Partridge for the defendant.

N. B. Serjeant Prime refufed to fign the

caufe on behalf of the defendant, becaufe he

difapproved it, thinking it much to his client's

prejudice.

After this, ferjeant Leeds, ferjeant Skinner,

ferjeant Willis, ferjeant Bootle, ferjeant Draper,

were attended by Fuller's attorney, and one

or more of the friends appointed, to advife on

the affair, and it was agreed that ferjeant Leeds

{hould have the firft argument, ferjeant Skinner

the fecond, and either Willis or Bootle the

third, provided there fhould be lb many ; but

as the cafe was new and of great confequencc,

the court of Common Pleas, gave the counfel

time to prepare until the term called Michael-

mas term: and then it was feveral times ad-

journed, occafioned by the indifpofition or ab-

fence of one or other of the judges, but on the

fixteenth of the 9th month, 1747, at the court

of Common Pleas all the -four judges being

prefent, viz.

Sir John Willis,

Sir Thomas Abney,
Sir Thomas Burnett,

Sir Thomas Burch,

This affair came on with ferjeant Leeds ar-

gument on behalf of the plaintiff Fuller; he be-

gan



4oS HISTORY of the

c h a p. gan with a recital of the previous proceedings,

t

VI1L
then very pertinently took notice of the provi-

i-47 _ fion the legiflature had made for the eafy reco-

very of thefe fmall demands from Quakers by
juftices warrant, of which provifion he con-

cluded the defendant could not be ignorant, no
more than of the. Quakers confcientious fcruple

to pay them, and yet the defendant had chofen

the expenfive and vexatious method of proceed-

ing in the Ecclefiaftical court.

He cited many authorities to prove that offer-

ings in general were for many of the earlieft

ages of chriftianity the only provifion for the

maintenance of the minifters, and all other the

neceffities of the church, and that Eafter offer-

ings in particular were given fome hundred
years before the eftablifhment of tithes, which
was not till about the eighth century.

That Eafter offerings were a gratification,

eompenfation or fee given the minifter for, or

on account of his labour in administering the

communion, or for or on account of the holy

f loaf to be ufed at the communion.

That it was impoffible Eafter offerings mould
be a compofition for, or any ways relate to

perfonal tithes, as thole offerings were ufed to

be given many hundred years before the efta-

blifhment of any tithes, of which perfonal tithes

were the laft and leaft general.

That the offerings which have remained fince

the reformation, have been for marriages, church-

ing of women, chriftenings, burials and for the

facrament.

He cited divers authorities in tried cafes,

wherein when the office not being performed,

the offering had been adjudged not to.be pay-

able
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able. And urged, that Eafler offerings were of chap.
the fame nature with thofe feveral other offer-

V1I[ -

ings, and that with regard to the plaintiff and
1747 .

and his wife, it appeared in the cafe that the

defendant had done nothing for them whereby

to intitle him to an Eafler offering.

As by the act of Toleration, Quakers were
exempted from any obligation of conformity to

the church or its ceremonies.

He copioufly expatiated on the feveral heads

before mentioned, having taken much pains him-

felf, as well as that he had been greatly affifted

by the many quotations and obfervations com-
municated by our friends Alexander Fother-

gill, William Hird, Jofiah Forfter, &c.

Serjeant Belheld on behalf of the defendant

anfwered pretty briefly, endeavouring to nar-

row the whole affair into the fingle queftion,

whether the Quakers were exempted or not

?

though he made fome attempts and quoted fome
authorities to prove Eafler offerings not to be

facramental, but a compofition lor perfonal

tithes. He infilled flrenuoufiy that though by
the a6t of the fir ft of William and Mary, Quak-
ers wTere exempted from the penalties of certain

laws to which they were before liable, for their

nonconformity to the church of England, yet they

wTere by no means excufed from the payment of
tithes, or any other ecclefiaftical dues.

Serjeant Leeds replied in fupport of what he

had before advanced, adding fome further rea-

fons to prove that Eafter offerings were not a

compofition for, nor had no relation to perfonal

tithes, and particularly that thofe offerings were
payable at the age of fixteen by perfons of all

ranks and degrees ; whereas perfonal tithes

were
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chap, were payable by none before the age of twenty-
VIU

- one, and then not by the nobility, gentry, day-

,ST^ labourers and others.

He obferved, that in the rubrick confirmed

by parliament of the fecond of Edward VI. the

curate was to provide bread and wine at his

own coif, and the parifhioners to contribute mo-
ney. That in the next common prayer book
the parfon was difcharged, and the church-war-

dens and minifiers were directed to provide the

bread and wine at the parifh expenie.

The judges then proceeded to deliver their

opinions, lord chief juftice Willis began with

fine encomiums on the large body of people called

Quakers, for their loyalty and ufefulnefs ; then

took notice of ferjeant Leeds learned dilTerta-

tion on the original of Eafter offerings ; but faid

he mould not meddle with things he did not

well underftand, but confine himfelf to deliver

his opinion according to law, yet fhould defer

his full determination to a further hearing, as

he fuppofed there were more counfel to fpeak in

the caufe : but hitherto it appeared to him that

Eafter offerings had for a long time beencuftoma-

rily paid as due to the clergy, and had been con-

firmed by feveral laws, and that by the act com-

monly called the a£t of Toleration, the payment
of tithes and other ecclefiallical dues, was ex-

prefly continued and preferred by a fpecial claule

for that purpofe, and that he could not find in

any ftatute that any people whofoever were ex-

empted : that the jury at Nifiprius had found

that it had been cuftomary for the inhabitants of

Swafham to pay Eafter offerings ; that he did

not apprehend that thefe offerings were due to

the vicar for adlually adminiftering the facrament,

but
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but for his being ready to perform that office, chap.
and that a man's alledging that he never did

(

VI "-

participate, was not fufficient to excufe him from ij±j.

payment, for by the fame rule he might plead

an exemption from the tithes becaufe he never

went to hear the parfon. That on the whole
his prefent opinion was to grant a confultation,

but he fhould attend to what might be advanc-

ed in the future arguments, intimating however
to the counfel that they fhould confine them-

feves to matters of law only.

The other judges all declared their concur-

rence with the lord chief juftice.

Judge Burnett obferved, that when the legifla-

ture exempted DifTenters from penalties by
the act of Toleration, they took care to preferve

the eftablifhed church and the rights of its

clergy.

Judge Burch faid he mould be glad to hear the

cafe further argued, but it would then be ne-

cefTary for the counfel to fhew that the Quak-
ers were exempted by ftatute law from the pay-

ment of Eafter offerings to the clergy.

After this ferjeant Skinner having been ap-

plied to, he declared it was his opinion that

further arguments would be fruitlefs confidering

how far the court had declared itfelf and how
much they had narrowed up the counfel.

The meeting for fufFerings on deliberate con-

fideration agreed that the friends appointed to

attend the affair might let the court know, that

we would give the court no further trouble but
rely on what had been already advanced, which
was done accordingly.

And
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chap. And on the 28th of 9th month, being the

t

VIII
]_.laft day of term the court proceeded to final

1747. judgment, which
(

The lord chief juftice Willis introduced with

a fpeech wherein he intimated that he had be-

fore given his opinion, though in regard to a

worthy fet of men called Quakers, he had con-

fented to a further hearing, which however they

did not deiire, but did as they do in all other in-

ilances, a£t as a people of a pacific temper,

always fubmitting to the laws of their country.

He then recited the previous proceedings,

particularly at the affizes of Norfolk, where the

jury had found the cuftom, but could not de-

termine the law; and that it was therefore re-

ferred to the court of Common Pleas for their

opinion, whether the cuflom was reafonable and

legal as to the Quakers.

He then repeated great part of what he had
faid at the hearing, and added,

That he thought the inftance of marriage no
parallel, for that a man was at liberty whether

he would take the benefit of marriage, but that

all were obliged to communicate until difpenfed

with, and flill were obliged to pay, that never

having been difpenfed with, particular care

having been taken in the act of Toleration, that

the DifTenter mould not be profited, nor the mi-

nifter prejudiced, he then added that the verdict

muft ftand, and the plaintiff have leave to enter

judgment thereon and avoid a conlultation.

Peter Andrews from New Jerfey, in the
1756.

t jie courfe of a religious vifit, died in the city of
Account 01 • * •

Peter Aa- Norwich this year; of whom friends in faid
drews. place teftified that his memory was very preci-

ous to them ; and that few friends who travelled

this
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this nation (England) had been more approved, c h a p.

or had more general fervice in lb fhort a fpace VIIr *

of time.
175 6.

In the teftimonies given forth concerning him,

we find little or no account of the forepart of his

life. It having pleafed the Lord to beftow on
him a gift in the miniftry, he was faithful there-

to, and made helpful to many. His engagements

in the exercife hereof, occasioned him to be
much from home, yet his regard to his family

was becoming, both as an hufband and father;

it was his frequent practice to fit down with

them to wait upon the Lord, and we believe

his faithfulnefs therein was of confiderable

fervice.

In the year 1755 he obtained a certificate

from the monthly meeting of Burlington, in New
Jerfey, to vifit friends in England, and having

fettled his temporal affairs, he embarked the

29th of 4th month, fame year, and landed in

the fouth of England, in the 6th month follow-

ing. He proceeded immediately to London,
where he had very good fervice. From thence

he went direclly to York, being deiirous to be
at the Quarterly Meeting for that county ; at the

opening of which in the meeting of minrfters

and elders he had a very weighty opportunity

in miniftry ; but in the fucceeding meetings for

worfhip was moftly filent. In the meetings for

difcipline he was divinely led to fet forth the

nature, good end and tendency of the fame, and
very zealoufly preffed the keeping them up in

the fame wilclom and power, in which they

were firit eftablifhed, evidently fetting forth,

that they proceeded from that which gathered

our
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chap our forefathers to be as a peculiar people unto

175 6 From York he travelled through many parts

of the north of England, and had meetings in di-

vers places, feveral of which were very large;

yet he was often led to famifh the too eager de-

iire after words, being often in theie great meet-

ings totally filent, which though a great dilap-

pointment to many for the prefent, yet there after-

wards appeared a fignal fervice in it. He arriv-

ed at Norvvich in the nth month, where he was
made inftrumental in a very particular manner
to the help and furtherance of fome, whom it

hath pleafed the Lord to viiit with a frelh vifi-

tation of his love. From Norwich he returned

to London, vifcting many meetings in his way
thither. He remained in this latter city a few

wreeks, being exceeding ill, yet wTas at moll of the

meetings there, and was very fervieeable in af-

fairs particularly relating to the lbciety in

Penfylvania, at that time. From London he

went back to Effex, and through feveral other

counties to Briitol ; his indifpohtion flill conti-

nuing!;, but k did not hinder him from travelling

or attending meetings. From Briftol he palled

through fome parts of Glouceflerfhire, Wiltfhire

and Oxfordshire, and got to the yearly meeting

in London, in 6th month, 1756, and although

his illnefs continued upon him, he was enabled

to bear feveral living tellimonies, in the demon-
ilration of the fpirit and of power. From Lon-
don he came down to the yearly meetings at

Colchefter and Woodbridge, at the latter of

which, at the laft public opportunity wnich he

had, he was flrengthened to bear a large, power-

ful and a ffe&iugtellimony, to the tenderii^^^
hearts,
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hearts, whole ftates were fo effectually fpoken chap.
to, as that it may be fitly compared to the ex- V I "'

cellency and glorious iituatioii which the pfalm-
l -^_

ift defcribed, when he fays, " How good and
" how pleafant a thing is it lor brethren to

" dwell together in unity ! it is like the precious
** ointment upon the head, that ran down upon
" the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went
" down to the fkirts of his garments. As the

" dew of Hermon, and as the dew that defeend-
" ed upon the mountains of Zion; for there
" the Lord commanded the bleffing, even life

" for evermore," Pfalm. cxxxiii. 1, 2, 3.

It was indeed a remarkable feafon, in which he

was wonderfully led to let forth the progreffive

fteps the Almighty was pleafed to make ufe of,

in appearing to Gideon, confirming him in the

certainty of his requirings, condcfcending to grant

his requeftsin a very peculiar manner, and fealing

them with his prefence, and giving him victory

over his enemies, as he was faithful to follow

the bleffed author, that pointed out the begin-

ning as well as finifhing that great work to

which he was called. This memorable fervice,

there is reafon to believe, was of great ufe, and
long remembered by many prefent.

He continued very weak in body all the time

of his flay at Woodbridge, being about five

days, and no perfuafions could prevail upon
him to continue there, being very delirous to

fee friends of Norwich again, having faid, " he
6l thought he could willingly die with them."
Soon after he got thither, he took to his bed

;

and to feveral friends who vifited him, he ex-

preffed, " that he was fatisfied he was in his
" place, in giving up to follow the requirings of

* " the
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chap." the Lord, in leaving his outward habitation,

t

vni
; ,

" and thole near bk.iings of a raoft tender af-

1756.
" fectionate wife, and dutiful children." The
feverity of his illnefs kept him moftly delirious,

yet he was favoured with fome clear intervals;

in one of which, being in a fweet heavenly frame

of mind, he broke out in the following fervent

fupplications, " Oh, this poor foul hath been
" for many days on. the brink of the pit of
" diftrefs ; but thou, dear father, doit not
" afflict thy children willingly, but for fome great

" and good caufe, known only to thyfelf. Dear
" Father! fuller not thy children ever to de-
" fpair of thy mercies, but that we may be
" helpful, as much as may be in our power, to

" one another, in all fuch times of trouble.

" Deareft Father, thou haft been pleafed to

" open, and to favour with thy goodnefs : my
" lbul is thankful, and can fay, thou art worthy
" of glory and praife for evermore." He conti-

nued to the 13th of 7th month, 1756, and then

departed this life, and no doubt reits with the

fpirits of the jult made perfect, in thofe glorious

maniions prepared for all- who faithfully perfe-

vere to the end. He died at the age of 49
years, having been about fourteen years a mi-

nifter.

|?(.g
On the 26th of 1 ft month, 1758, died in Lon-

Accountofdon, in the courfe of a religious vifit, Abraham

p
br

-hi»

m Farrington of New Jerfey, in America. He was

ton. born in Buck's county, in the province of Pen-

fylvania, of parents profeffirig the truth, as held

by this people. His father died when he was

an infant, foon after which his mother married

out of the fbciety, which cxpoled him to a very

irregular education. At ten years old he was
put
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put apprentice, where he fuffered much bodily chap.
hardihip, and very great danger to his better

, ^
u

'

part, during a fervitude of eleven years; yet the i 75 8.

good hand of the Almighty was with him for his

protection and prefervation. He for fome time

took great delight in reading the bible; and
though fond of youthful vanities, yet he was
careful every night to repeat thofe forms of

prayer which he had learned, 'till he grew afraid

to fay them any more, and feemed like one
abandoned by God for feveral years. When
he ferved out his time, he became a refident in

the houfe of one of this fociety. The family

were very exemplary in their conduct, and
treated him with great kindnefs. He thought

them the beft people he was ever acquainted

with, careful of their words and adlions, yet

cheerful and pleafant in their demeanour, i'o

that he thought he mud become a Quaker.
Here we have a ftriking inflance of the efficacy

of the hlent preaching of a good example.

Soon after his forming this refolution, at a

meeting of this people, a friend preached with
much divine power, reaching the witnefs in his

confcience, and fpeaking intelligibly to the (fate

of his mind ; but, too much after the manner of
the world, he gave that praife to the creature,

which was due only to the Creator, thinking

within himfelf, "This is a brave man, he preach-
" es well; I wi(h I lived near him, that I might
" go to hear him every firft day." But he
was little attentive what this preaching direct-

ed him to, Chrift in himfelf, the true teacher.

Afterwards he frequently attended the meetings

of friends, and became very convcrfant in their

writings. One of thefe meetings was attended

Vol. IV. E e bv
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c h a p. by Thomas Wilfoii and James Dickeufon, by
VI L whofe miniitry, his ftate was fo plainly fpoken

to, as elfe&ually to fhew him how the account

flood between God and his foul, and abiding un-

der the divine power, in the Lord's time he
came to witnefs the work of falsification to be

carried on; and when fully fitted thereto, was
called to bear a public teitimony to others of

what God had done for his foul.

He often travelled abroad on the American
continent in the fervice of truth, much to the

fatisfaclion of thofe whom he vifited. At times

his outward circumftances were difficult, where-

by an opportunity was afforded him to fhew au

example of chriilian rcfignation ; and to fee its

eifefls in divers providential ailinances.

In the year 1756 he obtained a certificate

from the monthly meeting" of Burlington, in

New Jerfey, of which he was a member, to vifit

friends in Great Britain, for which he felt a

concern on his mind for upwards of ten years.

After a voyage of four weeks, he landed in Dub-
lin, and vifited the meetings of friends through-

out the kingdom of Ireland, faithfully labouring

to flrengthen the brethren, and afliit in build-

ing up the wafte places in Zion. His fervice

there was weighty and truly acceptable. From
thence he came over to England, vifited

many of the northern parts, and thence came up
to the yearly meeting in London. He after-

wards vifited many other parts of the nation to

the comfort and edification of friends, and return-

ed to London, about the clofe of the year 1757.
Having travelled with great diligence, and la-

boured with fervency, his health was impaired,

yet he attended meetings 'till his diforder fo en-

creafed
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creafed as to render him incapable of further c ha p.

public fervice. l

His converfation was innocently cheerful, 1758.

yet grave and inftruclive ; he was a man of a

weighty ipirit, and valiant for the caufe of truth;

a fharp reprover of libertine profeflors, but

tender to the humble and contrite ones; ftrong

in judgment, found in doclrine, deep in divine

things; often in a clear and lively manner, ex-

plaining the hidden myfteries wrapt up in the

layings of Chrift, the prophets and apoftles

;

and it may be truly laid, he was a fcribe well in-

flrucled unto the kingdom, bringing forth out of

his treafure things new and old.

His minillry was in plainnefs of fpeech, and
attended with divine authority, reaching the

witnefs of God in man, and to the habitation of
the mourners in Zion; frequently pointing out,

in a lively manner, the paths of the exercifed

travellers, and the fteps of heavenly pilgrims,

by which he was made helpful to fuch as were
feeking the true reft, which the Lord has pre-

pared for thole who love him.

His diflemper encreafmg, he was confined to

his bed, at the houfe of Thomas Jackfon, in

Devonfhire Square, where all neceffary care

was taken of him. During his illnefs he was
very tender in his ipirit, and remarkably pati-

ent. He uttered many heavenly exprefhons

and feveral times faid, he apprehended his time

in this world would be but fhort ; and feemed
fully refigned to quit this mortal ftate, having

an evidence, that he fhould be clothed with

immortalitv and be united to the heavenly
hoft.

E e 2 He
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c h a p. He had been frequently heard to fay, in

^
Vl{l time of health, that he thought he fhould lay

,_
5
3 down his body in this nation, and fee his friends

in America no more.

He departed this life like a lamb, without

figh or groan, as one falling into a deep ileep, at

the ageoffixty fix years. His body was carried to

Devonlhire houfe, where a large and folemn

meeting was held ; from thence to friends bury-

ing ground at Bunhill-fields, accompanied by a

large concourfe of people, and there interred

among the remains of many of our primitive

worthies.

c V7 *?" Daniel Hollis, an ancient friend of Whip-
Daniel ingham parifh in the Ifle of Wight, died in this

Hollis. year a prifcmer in Winchefter jail. In the year

1708, he was profecuted in the ecclefiaftical

court, by the church wardens fo called, for a

few {hillings charged on him in their rate, for

non-payment whereof, he was, in the year 1 709,
committed to Winchefter jail, where he remain-

ed a prifoner until difcharged by a general a£i

of grace. In about 50 years there had been taken

from him on account of tithes and offerings

by warrants of diftrefs ; corn, hay, cattle, &c.

to above the value of 700/. whereof about 1 40
wTas more than the total amount of all the origi-

nal demands. It had been cuftomary for con-

ftables before the year 1757, to diftrain confi-

derably more than the fum claimed for tithe, and

the charges allowed by law amounted to, which
additional money the parfon ufed to take for his

pretended extra expenfes; but William James,

couftable of the Eaft Medine in the faid ifland,

who diftrained for tithes in the year 1 70, refuf-

ing to diftrain any more for the parfon, than

what
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what the juftices had adjudged to be due to him, c h a p.

and the charges allowed by law, with which ^2^L^
John Gilbert, the old redor of the parifti of

1?s8
Whipingham, not being fatisfied, he brought

an action againft the laid conftable for what he

demanded beyond the tithes and legal charges,

in which fait the parifti being carl, was obliged

to pay the conilables coft.

In the year 1758, the faid John Gilbert pre-

ferred a bill in the court of Ex-chequer, againft

Daniel Hollis, for tithes for one year to Michael-

mas, fo called, 1757, and obtaining an attach-

ment, the fon of the prieft, being an attorney,

together with a fherirf's officer, went to the

houfe of the faid Daniel Hollis : Daniel, by rea-

fon of his great age, was become fo feeble as to

be fcarce able to help himfelf. They violently

pulled him from his bed, and dragged him down
ftairs, whereby he was bruifed ; they then left

him in the houfe. But afterwards, viz. on or

about the 1 ft of 1 ith month, in the fame year,

he was taken out of his houfe and conveyed to

Winchefter jail, where he was at firft confined

in a public thoroughfare-room, very incommo-

dious to him and his daughter, who attended

him ; but by the favourable influence of a juf-

tice of the peace, who had been his landlord, he

was in a few days removed into a more com-

modious room, in which he wTas daily fed

from the faid juftice's table. After he had been

a prifoner about a month, a fuperfedeas was ob-

tained from the court for his difcharge ; but

when it came to the prifon, he was fo ill with

the bruife he received when dragged down
ftairs, and by increafe of his weaknefs, that he

was not fit to be removed, and defired thofe

about
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c h a p. about him not to attempt it. And to one, who

Va^^^j

offered him the ufe of a chariot, to carry him to

I7 ;3 Southampton, he faid he had a fhorter paffage,

and fhould be foon at his journey's end, requeu-

ing he might not be difiurbed, he faid he was
very eafy, and haviug forgiven his profecutor,

he in a tender refigned frame of mind, departed

this life in prifon the i ith of 1 2th month, 1 758
aged about 97 years. His corps was as he de-

iiredj interred in friends burial ground at New-
port, in the Ifle of Wight.

1?6o
On the 15th of 5th month, this year, died

Account ofWilliam Pitts of Southwark. In his young

Pitts'

3"1
>*ears ne was vifi^d vv ith a call of divine grace,

and by adhering thereto and fubmitting to its

operations, he became convinced of the eiTen-

tial do£lrines of chrifuanity, as profefled by this

people. In his minority he was educated by a

prieft, under whofe tuition he attained a consi-

derable knowledge in feveral of the learned

languages
;

yet the tender fcruples which were
railed in his mind, under the clear conviction

of the impropriety of the needlefs ceremonies

and falutations in which he had been educated,

expofed him to many fufTerings from his father,

whofe unkind treatment he endured with much
patience and fortitude. This tended much to

his growth and advancement in religious expe-

rience and preparation for further fervice.

We find no particular account of the time of

his joining this religious fociety; but that after

much conflict of mind for three years, from the

importance of the weighty fervice, he came
forth in the work of the miniftry in the year

1738. His fervice herein through the remain-

ing part of his life was very great, hie heart be-

ing
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ing fully given up to do whatever his hands c h a p.

might Hud to do, as was evident from his own xliU

expreflions to fome friends who vilited him in 1-60.

his illnefs, whom he encouraged to faithfulnefs,

faying, " that for the laft twenty years, he had
" never omitted one fervice which had appear-
" ed to be his duty, and he had now the com-
" fort and fatisfacYion thereof," or words to

that efTecl. ; and his talents and qualifications

were employed to the glory of the Giver.

In the fourth month, 1760, he fet out to

vifit friends in Buckinghamfhire and fome parts

adjacent, but being much indifpofed, he return-

ed homewards, and was fuddenly taken very

ill at a friend's houfe at Uxbridge, during which
he uttered the following expreflions, " O my
" Father, my Father! be pleai'ed to be with
" me in my affliction," and faid he believed,

" that his time in this world would befhort, and
" that he ihould die of his prefent illnefs, but
" that he was refigned to the will of provi-
" dence, for he coveted not length of days, and
" was eafy in body and mind." Being afked

how he did, he faid, " I am very weak in body,
" but I have a great Phyfician in heaven, who
" is merciful to me in this illnefs." At ano-

ther time he faid, " if it pleafed God, he had
" rather die than live, unlefs he had any fur-

" ther fervice for him to do," and he could re-

joice faying, " O death, where is thy fling ? O
" grave where is thy viclory ?—the fling of
" death is fin and the ftrength of fin is the law;
" but thanks be to God who giveth us the vic-

" tory." Many friends from London and elfe-

where went to vifit him, which he took very
kindly, and to one of them he exprefTed him-
ielf in the following manner, " I never coveted

<e riches
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c h a p.
cc riches nor power ; and indeed ifI had obtained

t

viiL
,

" them, what could they, or all the friendfhips

1760. " of tne world do for me now? Nothing but
" the teftimony of a pure confcience and the in-
l< ward fenfe of divine favour, can comfort my
<c foul in thefe moments ; and thanks be to my
£C heavenly Father, I feel his fupporting arm
" underneath, and it is a reft indeed, a joy
" that overcomes all ; it makes this bed eafy,

" and enables me to bear calmly and without
" complaint, the diipenfations of his gracious
<c providence ; I with for nothing to myfelf
" otherwife than it is. I accept with fatisfac-
iC tion and thanks the kindnefs of my friends

;

(C in compliance with their requeft, and think-

" ing it my duty to do what may be in my
fC power, I take the medicines prefcribed, which,
" though it may not feem meet to providence
" in his wifdom, to render inftrumental in the
< c reftoration of Jjealth

;
yet through his blef-

" ling, they have fo far fucceeded, as to remove
11 the fenfe of acute pain. To be thoughtful of
cc and prepare for this trying time, have I fre-

" quently and earneftly exhorted others ; not
" without confidering and knowing the many
<c and ftrong temptations of this world, which
<c however, as we are obedient to the fpirit of
cc Chrift, we fhall be enabled to overcome;
<c that in the conclusion they might have this
{c anfwer of peace, this divine confolation of
tc mind ; and it always appeared belt to me, to

" do this in great love and gentlenefs, fo that
" I might perfuade not force them to Chrift.

" When this time comes, it will be found hard
" work, without any additional weight, to ftrug-

" gle on a dying bed with the pangs of the
" body.
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tf body. But how much more to be lamented chap.
" is the condition of thofe, whofe confciences

(

^m
" accufe them with having enriched themfelves

17 5a
" by opprefling the poor and helplefs ; and
" when in an unprepared ftate, after a life of
<c rebellion and hardened in iniquity, fuch muft
" feel the terrors of a guilty mind, added to

" the agonies of a perifhing body."

A friend who went to vifit him, the day be-

fore his death, afked him how he did; after a

fhort paufe he faid, "I am waiting for my great
" change ; O my Father, be pleaied to be with
" me, and comfort me in my laft moments."
The laft words he was heard to fpeak, were
thefe, " There is a great God in heaven, who
" is Zion's king, O Zion, O Zion, O thou great

" King of kings !" Soon after which he de-

parted in great tranquillity and compofure, aged
about 51 years, having been a minifter 22
years.

The treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle produced ra-

ther a temporary fufpenfion of arms than a folid

peace; for though peace appeared for a feafon

to be fecured in Europe, hoftilities between
France and England were ftill carried on both in

America and the Eaft-lndies, which in a few
years involved England in another long and
troublefome war, which carried but a gloomy
appearance at the beginning, the Englifh re-

ceiving lundry defeats and difappointments ; but

afterward they were more fuccelsful and termi-

nated the war with great advantage over their

enemies. During the continuance thereof, and _
amidft a train of fuccefles by fea and land, the king

king died fuddcnly in the 77th year of his age, Georse U.

and
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c h a. p. and 33d of his reign, October 25th 1 760, much
vl lL lamented by his fubje&s.

1760.

CHAP IX.

R E L A N D.

Account of John Dobbs.—John AJhton.—George

Rooke.—Ajjirmation-aci made perpetual.—Ad-

drefs to the King.—Account of Mungo Bewley.
—Mary Peijley.

In
•739-

the year 1739, and the 80th of his age,

died John Dobbs of Youghall, in the county of

Account of Cork, who although not engaged in the work

D^bb
of the miniftry; yet his fincerity and felf-denial,

his peculiar fufferings, his ftedfaftnefs, and con-

tempt of worldly polTeiiions in comparifon of

peace of mind, appear to be too remarkable to

be paifed over unnoticed.

He was of a family of fome account in the

world, being the eldeft fon of Richard Dobbs
near Carrickfergus, a counfellor at law, and a

juftice of peace of the county of Antrim, from
whom as heir he was entitled to a confiderable

eftate, of which he fuffered himfelf to be de-

prived purely for the fake of religion. He pof-

feffed from an early age, a thoughtful and virtu-

ous turn of mind. When he was about eleven

years of age, his father in anfvver to an occasi-

onal
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onal enquiry, fignifying that he intended to edu- chap
cate him " for the clerical order and he did not 1X -

" know but Jonny might obtain a bifhoprick." ~

I7 C7""

The child hearing this, fays within himfelf,

" It is a weighty matter to take the care of
iC other men's fouls upon me, it is well, if 1 can
" look well after my own."

He received an education in literature fuitable

to his rank in life, and the ftation he was defign-

ed for. After he had made a confiderable pro-

ficiency in the Latin and Greek languages at

fchool, he was removed to the univerlity at Ox-
ford, and applied himfelf to the ftudy of phy-

tic. But being all along of a religious difpofi-

tion, the loofe converfation of his companions

both at fchool and the univerlity was irkfome to

him. When he was on his road to Oxford, he
met with a difcouraging obfervation from a per-

fon, with whom he calually fell into company at

York, who remarked that there were many gen-

tlemen, who were afraid of fending their ions

thither, left they mould be corrupted ; and he
found there wras too much ground for the obfer-

vation ; for when he came to Oxford, the pro-

fanenefs ofmany of the ftudents there, was quite

difguftful to him. At firft he put himfelf in the

way of converting with them, with a defign to

ufe his, beft endeavours to reform them, but foon

found this to be labour loft ; and being uneafy

at his company here, he obtained liberty of his

father to return home. Here alfo lying open to

the company of the country gentry, their con-

duel and converfation became difagreeable to

him, particularly as they were accuftomed to

indulge themfelves in drinking too freely;

wherefore he withdrew from th^ir company, as

thinking



4^8 HISTORY of the

chap, thinking their practice incontinent with the mo-

t

1X
'

_, deration and temperance prescribed by the

1739- SofPeL

Thus actuated by religious motives in circum-

fpedtion and felf-denial lb to order his converfa-

tion in this life, as to obtain everlaiting felicity

in that which is to come, he conceived an aver-

lion to an inordinate latitude in conduct, while

innocence and integrity of life, was what he en-

deavoured after himfelf, and obferved with fa-

tisfaction in others. This difpofition drewr him
to look upon the people called Quakers in a

favourable light, obferving their chafte conver-

fation coupled with fear. And his mother
Dorothy Dobbs, having joined with thofe peo-

ple, gave him an opportunity both to remark

their circumfpect walking, and to perufe feveral of

their writings on religious fubjedts. But 'till the

19th year of his age, although he had an efleem

for many of thofe he had knowledge of, yet he

declined the thoughts of entering into their

community, his father having threatened to

turn any of his children out of doors, that mould
go to their meetings. John, at length, from the

perufal of their writings, being impreffed with a

defire to hear their miniftry; and Thomas
Dockwra, a friend from England, having about

this time appointed a meeting at Carrickfergus,

John went thither, and was fo effectually reach-

ed by his miniftry, and convinced of the truth

of his doctrine, that from this time he joined this

fociety, and continued fteadfaft in community
with them, through many fevere trials.

For he, who had been a favourite of the fa-

mily till now, upon his attaching himfelf to this

defpifed people, found great alteration in their

conduct
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conduct toward him, efpecially in that of his c h a p,

father, who firft endeavoured by perfuafion and
(

'x *

flattering promifes to bring him off from them;
1739,

but he who had chofen the profeilion of truth,

as it appeared to him, upon the beft motives

and cleareft conviction, durft not a6l contrary

to the conviction of his confcience, on any
worldly confideration. His father exafperated by
his declining to comply with his defire, had re-

courfe to rougher means, and treated him with

great feverity, keeping him a prifoner in his

houfe, above half a year, in the years 1683,
and 1684, during which confinement, at a cer-

tain time meeting him with his hat on, he beat

him grievoully on the head with his cane, to

that degree, that he fell into a fever upon it

;

nor did he ever entirely get the better of the in-

jury received thereby. His mother, who had
been his conftant friend and protedlrefs under
all his hardfhips, died while he was yet young.
His father would not admit him into his prefence

,

and now having none in the family to compaf
lionate his cafe, or give him the leaft counte-

nance, and feeing no likelihood of a reconcilia-

tion, he thought it beft to leave his father's

houfe, where his prefence was difagreeable, and
went to London, where he learned chymiftry

with Charles Marfhall, and made a further pro-

grefs in the fludy of phyfic, after which he re-

turned to Ireland, and practifed it with reputa-

tion, good fuccefs and great chriftian charity to

the poor.

His father remained unreconciled to him to

the laft, and by his will diiinherited him, leav-

ing his eftate of feveral hundreds per annum, to

his younger fon, and cut him off with 10/. per

annum,
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annum, during life, to keep him (as he expre fl-

ed it) from itarving, or relying on thefe feducing

people. This pittance was but indifferently

paid by his brother, to whofe prodigality the

income of the whole was inadequate, whereby
he involved the ellate ; but his fon, being a bet-

ter ceconomift, voluntarily doubled his uncle's

annuity, and paid it punctually.

His integrity, his confiftent and cireumfpecl:

converfation gained him much refpedl and af-

feclion amongtt his friends, by feme of whom he

was urged to have recourfe to the law for the

recovery of the family eftate, as his birthright,

and afliftance offered him for that purpofe.

Whereupon he commenced proceedings at law
;

but not feeling that inward peace with Chrift,

which he preferred to all worldly poffeflions, in

this firft ftep of litigation, he put a Hop to all

further proceedings, and rather chofe to confide

in God without it.

He retained his integrity to the laft period of

a long life, in fakhfulnefs toward God, and a

blamelefs converfation among men. Having
given up all that the world reckons valuable, to

yield obedience to the difcoveries of,Chrift in his

own conference ; he was favoured in return

with what all the world cannot purchafe, folid

peace of mind, and the internal teflimony of an

approving confeience, under the poffeffion

whereof, he little regarded how little noife the

world made about him, being a man wTho de-

clined popularity, and was more in fubftance

than appearance. Bonus ejje maluit quam haberi.

He aimed not fo much to appear a good man,

as to be one. At the age of 80 he terminated

a well fpent life, and his Laft moments exhibit-

ed
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ed an affecling inftance of that ferenity, thank- chap.
fulneis and joy, wherewith the true chriilian ,x -

takes his tinal leave of this world, in full aflur- ,_,_

ance of going to live for ever in a better.

This year, John Afhton of Kilkoninmore, in 1741.

the county of Tipperary, died in the 80th year Account of

of his age ; a man, who, though not eminent for ton .

great and ihining parts, was a bright and min-

ing light in the country where he refided; of

great humility and fervour of fpirit, for the pro-

motion of piety ; much beloved and efteemed by
his neighbours and friends.

He was born in Cheihire, and brought to Ire-

land when a child by his parents, who educated

him according to the way of the church of
England, of which he continued a member 'till

near the 40th year of his age. Being defirous

of farther difcoveries of the knowledge of God
and way of falvation, he with his wife went to

a meeting of friends at Birr, when both of them
were convinced by the powerful and efficacious

miniftry of Thomas Wilfon ; and were obedient

to the manifestation of truth in their hearts.

Coming out of the meeting they laid to each

other, " The way of everlafting happinefs has
" been clearly laid down before us, and we are
" relblved to walk in it, come life or come
" death."

Not long after he was thrown into prifon, for

his chriftian teliimony againft tithes, where he
was kept fix months, which he bore with exem-
plary patience and refignation ; and being al-

ways ufed to induftry and an enemy to idlenefs,

he learned to make gartering and laces, for his

fupport during his imprifonment.

When
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chap. When at liberty he and his wife conftantly

,

IX
'

,

attended the meeting at Birr twice a week, ge-

17+I> nerally walking thither on foot, about feven
miles of a very bad road, having a river to wade
through both going and returning. In winter

in croiling this river, they ibmetimes had the

ice to break, and John frequently wept to fee

the blood on his wife's legs in coming through

it.

This good man took great pains to get tra-

velling friends to appoint meetings at his houfe

;

and then would ride feveral miles, often in the

night in winter weather, to acquaint people

of it ; which labour of his was bleffed, many
coming to the meetings, and feveral being con-

vinced thereat. In a little time a meeting was
fettled there, which foon grew larger than that

of Birr, out of which it fprung.

At the time of his joining this fociety, he was
but low in his worldly circum (lances; but

through induftry and the bleffing of heaven he

grew rich, and did abundance of good, being

iingularly hofpitable and charitable, ready to

diftribute, willing to communicate.

About the 6zd year of his age, his mouth was

opened in a public teftimony for truth, in

which he faithfully laboured for the ftirring up

the pure mind, and encouraging that which was

good in all ; and was zealoufly concerned

againft vanity and pride.

In the year 17,33, he went to the yearly

meeting at London, and from thence paid a re-

ligious vifit to feveral meetings in different

counties in England, as alfo to the meetings of

friends in Scotland.

He



PEOPLE called QUAKERS 433

He was helpful and ferviceable in vifiting the chap,
families, throughout the extenfive monthly meet- 1X -

ing of which he was a member ; his heart and
t y. lm

houfe were always open to receive friends ; he

was a mourner with the ariiicled, and full of

compaflion to the poor, by whom his death was
greatly lamented.

This year, died George Rooke of Dublin. He , 742 .

was the Ion ofThomas Rooke ofBoulton, in Cum- Account of

berland. He had been educated in the church of j^ke.
England, but about the 20th year of his age, being

convinced of the truth of the do&rine preached

by John Greaves, a minifter among the people

called Quakers, he joined himfelf in fociety

with them. About the 25th year of his age,

his mouth was opened in public teiiimony ; and
he became engaged to travel abroad in the work
of the miniftry, zealouily and cheerfully devot-

ing his ftrength and youthful days, to the pro-

pagation of the gofpel, and promotion of truth'

and righteoufneis in the earth. In the year

1679, he travelled on foot to Scotland on this

account, accompanied by Peter Fearon. In the

year 1681, he vilited friends in all their meet-

ings in Scotland a fecond time, and the fame
year came to Ireland, and vilited moft of the

meetings of friends through the nation, as he
did alio in the year 1684. Some time after his

return, viiiting friends in Weftmorland and
Durham, he had a meeting at Stockton, where the

mayor of the town lent one of his officers to bring

George before him, and when he cajne tender-

ed him the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy: but

becaufe George for confcience-l'ake refilled to

{'wear, the mayor would have had him enter in-

to bonds for his good behaviour, and to appear

at the next Quarter Seffions. George told him,

Vol. IV. F f « he
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be was already bound to good behaviour."

The mayor afking him whether he had been be-

fore a juilice of peace, he anfwered, " ISio,

" but I am bound by my principle to be-
" have myfelf towards the king and all his

" fubjecrs, as becomes a chriftian." But as

George perfifted to refnfe to enter into bonds,

the mayor committed him to Durham jail, where
he continued till the Seihons, when he was
again committed and kept prifoner about a month
longer, becaufe for conicience-fake he could not

fwear.

In the year 1685, he vifited friends of Ireland

a third time, and again in 1686, when he mar-

ried and fettled in Limerick. He continued to

travel abroad in the exercife of his gift; and
indeed his miniilry appears to have been clear

and convincing, even among ilrangers, of which
an inftance occurred in his travels through

Wales, at a meeting at Haverfordweft, one of his

hearers, who had a right of the prefentation of a

parim, was fo far affected by his preaching as to

make him an offer of it : but he was not one of
thofe minifters, who feek for reward or fupport

from men.

He continued to refide in Limerick, in the

years 1689 and 1690, in the troublefome times

of the wars between king William and king

James, and during the firfl fiege ; but before the

fecond fiege, while James's army had pof-

feffion of the city, he removed with his family

to Cumberland , but notwithstanding thefe trou-

bles, he Hill continued laborious and fervent in

fpirit, in vifiting the meetings of friends, and in

the year 1692, again v ilited the brethren in Scot-

land.

In
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In the year 1693, he returned to Ireland, and chap.
fettled in Dublin, where he continued to refide

1X "

the remaining part of his life, during which 1742 .

time, he frequently vifited friends of the three pro-

vinces ; and ibmetimes thcfe in England and
Wales, and was frequently at the yearly meet-

ing of London.
He was a very diligent attender of meet-

ings of wcrfhip and difcipline, until difabled by
infirmity of body. He was a man of good un-

derftanding, though but little fchool learning

;

of a fweet temper: in converiation pleafant and
affable ; an affectionate hufrband and father ; a

tender and fympathifmg vinter of the nek : he
was a diligent and faithful miniiter, and his la-

bours were often crowned with fuccefs, to the

convincement of feveral, and the edification

and eitablifhment of others. In the exercife of
his gift he was clear, folid and lively, even to ex-

treme old age ; in prayer living, reverent,

weighty and concife: in his deportment meek
and humble, not elevated by his gifts and good
fervices; far from being dehrous of exercifmg

lordlhip over God's heritage, frequently declar-

ing, that he did not judge minifters to be of an
order above other men, and that he and all

others in the miniftry ought willingly to refer

their doctrine to the divine witnefs in the con-

ferences of the hearers. He was a diligent read-

er of the holy fcriptures, and in his preaching a

faithful quoter of them : he retained his inte-

grity, as well as underllanding and memory to

his end, and departed this life in the 91ft year

of his age, and about the 67th of his mi-

nifhy.

F f 2 This
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chap. This year, there being apprehenfions of an
,x

- intended invafion of England from France,

friends drew up an addreis to the king fignify-

ing their fidelity and good affection to his peribn

and government, which was as follows.

To George II. King of Great Britain and the

Dominions thereunto belonging.

The humble Addrefs of his ProtefTant fubjefis,

the People called Quakers, in the kingdom of

Ireland,

' We thy dutiful and peaceable iubjecls, with
e hearts truly ienfihle of the many bleinngs and
' privileges we enjoy under thy paternal care
c and protection, beg leave at this critical con-
( jundure (when thy dominions are threatened
' with an invafion in favour of a popifh preten-
e der) to exprefs our fin cere and hearty abhor-
' rence of all plots and confpiracies againit thy
4 peribn and government.

' Duty, gratitude and intereft unite to engage
' us in a firm attachment to thy royal peribn,
c and the proteflant fucceflion in thy illuitrious

: houie ; and we are determined, by divine af-

c fiftance, to continue unihaken in thefe fenti-

c ments, and conformable to our known princi-
c pies to do the utmofl in our power for promot-
: ing the peace and welfare of this nation.

' The kind indulgence granted us by the le-
: giflature in our religious fcruples, the free ac-
: cefswehave had to the feveral chief governors

of this kingdom fince thy acceilion to the

throne, and the readinefs fhewn for our re-

lief, whereof we retain the moil grateful and
' lively
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. lively fenfe, lay us under additional obligati- chap.
•' 011s of duty and fidelity.

1X -

* May the fame divine providence, th t
#
de- ij*±.

4 feated the attempts of the enemies of our con-
f ilitution in the rebellion agaifift thy royal fa-

e cher, and which had lately protected thee in
f

. imminent danger, prelerve thee and thy royal
' family from the wicked defigns of all your ene-
' mies, whether foreign or doineitic. May the Al-
1 mighty guide thy councils by his wifdom, and
' render them effectual for the re-eftablifhmentof

'. peace and tranquillity, and grant thee a long and
' profperous reign over us. May the Britifh
4 throne be always filled with one of thy royal otf-

' fpring, to tranimit the bleffings we enjoy to

' future ages.'

Signed in Dublin, in behalf of the faid peo-

ple, the 31ft of the firft month, called March,

1744.

The acl of parliament for granting friends

an affirmation in all, except criminal cafes,

and for qualifying for places under the go-

vernment, and ferving on juries, which was
palled in the year 1736, was only temporary,

and to expire at the end of the enfuing fellion of
parliament, the prefent time was thought con-

venient to make early application for a renew-

al of the faid act, without limitation of time, in

the fame manner as friends elfewhere enjoy it.

Wherefore the friends who attended the la ft ._,.
• . 745'

yearly meeting at London did there wait on the Affirmati-

earl of Chefterfield, the lord lieutenant, requeft-
on " a^ re"

ing his advice and friendfhip in our intended

felicitation, which he with great cheerfulnefs

granted
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chap, granted them, and on his arrival here encou-

.

IX ' raged friends to petition the Houi'e of Com-

1746. mons, this feflion, for fueh an act as aforefaid,

which they accordingly did with good fuccefs,

for it paffed both houfes, nemine coniradicente,

and obtained the royal affent.*

1747. This year died Mungo Bewley, fon of Tho-
Account of ma and ]y[aro-aret Bewley, of Woodhall in Cum-
Mungo ° >..

' ..
Bewley. berland, from whence he came over to this

kingdom, and fettled at Edenderry in the King's

County. He was favoured in his youth with a

tender vifitation of the love of God, and mani-

fefted early a fervent zeal for divine worfhip

in the following inltance: among his papers

was found one which he wrote during the time

of his apprenticefhip, requefting of his mafter

either to have his work previoufiy allotted to

him, in order that he might make preparation

again ft the time of the week-day meeting, or

that he might be allowed when his apprentice-

fhip expired to pay for fo much time as he

fhould have fpent at meetings : and he grew7 and
profpered in the faving knowledge of the truth

accordingly, and not long after his coming over

to Ireland, a difpenfation of the gofpel was com-

mitted unto him, w^hereof he became an emi-

nent minifter, freely devoting himfelf to fpend

and be fpent for the promotion of piety in the

earth, being diligent in the exercife of his gift

both at home and abroad, having vifited friends

in the fervice of the gofpel in England, Scotland,

Wales, Holland and America.

He adorned his miniftry by a grave and folid

behaviour; he was alio a man of good under-

ftanding,

* For the words of the Affirmation, fee page 260 this vol.
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{landing, zealous in chriftian difcipline, and fer- c H a p.

viceable in vifitingthe families of friends 5 a man
t

'^1_

_

J

of integrity and hrmnefs, indullrious in bufmefs, 1747 .

upright in his dealings, and careful in the reli-

gious education of his children ; cheerful and

edifying in converfation, companionate and li-

beral to the affiided; a nurhng father to young

travellers in the way to Zion, yet not hafty to

lay hands fuddenly on fuch as were more in

fhew than fubftance, being of a difcerning fpirit

;

and notwithstanding thefe good qualifications, he

was very humble-minded with refpecl to hirn-

felf.

. He continued lively in the exercife of his

gift to the la-ft, finiming his chriftian courfe in

the 70th year of his age, and about the 40th

of his miniftry.

In the year 17^7, the fociety in general and .
'757-

r- 1 r t i j • .• 1 . • l Account of
friends of Ireland in particular met with a con- Mary

fiderable lofs in the fudden removal of a very Peiflcy.

eminent minifter of the female fex, Mary the

wife of Samuel Neale, formerly Mary Peiiley.

She was born the 19th of 9th month, 171 7,

near Mountrath in the Queen's County, of

parents who were members of this religious

fociety.

In her early days (he was a lover of gaiety

and vanity; but being favoured with the vifi-

tation of divine love, fhe gave up to the hea-

venly virion, and was enabled to take up the

crofs to her natural propenfities, and finally to

obtain the victory over the temptations under
which youth are too apt to fall, the vanity and
pride of life.

From the time of this effectual vifitation of

Ghrift to her foul, few adhered with more fteadi-

nefs
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c h a p.nefs to his guidance, nor endured a variety of

IX
^

probations with more patient refignation. Hav-

1757. m§ received a gi;t in the miniftry, fhe became
a vefiel of honour in the mailer's houfe ; and
being reverently, watchfully and livelily exer-

ciled therein, fhe became a finning ornament in

the church, and an ufeful member of the fociety

where her lot was call:. Yet through religious

fear, fhe was particularly careful of appearing

too forward; ib that her offerings were like

fruit in its feafon, to the honour of the Lord and
to the edification of his church. She was a di-

ligent labourer in fpirit for the fubjection of felf,

and the prevalence of divine life; and as me
was very careful to rife up in that life, ib was
fhe likewife to fit down in it. Her reverent fo-

lidity and patient waiting upon the Lord in

meetings were very exemplary, ftriking the be-

holders with awful folemnity.

The equable tenor of her fpirit and uniformi-

ty of her conduct in the common occurrences of

life were truly edifying to thofe who were ac-

quainted with her; her deportment being

weighty, and her words few but fitly fpoken,

evidencing that her converfation was in hea-

ven, and tending to draw the minds of others

thitherward. She was often drawn forth in the

pure love of God, to adminifier a word in due

feafon in the families of friends, particularly to

the youth. In the discipline of the church, her

iervices were great ; fo that, though young in

the miniftry, fhe food in the authority of truth

as an elder, and as a pillar in the Lord's houfe,

bearing the weight of oppoftion from perverfe

fpirits, without giving way; the divine power
being



1757-

PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 441

being her fhield, and the munition of rocks the chap.
habitation of her foul. ,x -

Under a lively concern for the welfare and

honour of every part of the fociety, fhe was at

times qualified to impart fukable counfel to her

brethren and fitters engaged in the miniftry and
difcipline, " That they might have a fingle eye
" to the glory of God, to prefer his fervice be-
" fore their own, and to get their days work
" well done in the day-time." Sne ireely gave

herfelf up to fpend and be fpent, and to pafs

through various perils by fea and land. She
twice vifited the meetings of friends throughout

the kingdom of Ireland ; once thofe through

England ; and once vifited friends on the con-

tinent of America ; much to the fatisfadtion of

the vifited in thofe parts, as appears from the ac-

counts received concerning her fervices.

Soon after her return from America, our

dear friend Samuel Neale and fhe laid their in-

tentions of marriage before the monthly meet-

ing of Mountmelick, to which fhe belonged;

after which fhe found a concern on her mind
to join in a vifit to the families of friends

throughout that extenfive monthly meeting.

After fhe had performed this fervice, fhe re-

turned home; and on the 17th day of 3d
month 1 757, on a fifth day of the week, fhe was
married to our aforefaid friend in the meeting
of Mountrath. Samuel appeared in a very
lively teftimony at the beginning of the meeting,

and at the conclufion in fervent fupplication.

The evening before the day of their marriage, in

a religious fitting at her mother's houfe, Samu-
el was concerned to fpeak of the benefit of lay-

ing hold of every opportunity of renewing our

ftrength
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chap, ftrength, as the only way to lay up treafure

^ ,
againft the day of trouble and difappointments

, 757-
incident to this uncertain ftage. On the even-

ing of the marriage-day, in a like opportunity,

Mary was led to defcribe how the Almighty
formed the great works of creation in fix days,

which having finifhed, he appointed a iabbath-

day of reft; and that there were prefent, who
would in a fhort time ceaie from their labours,

and enjoy the fabbath of reft. Thus remark-

ably did they fpeak to their own particular

ftates.

On the night, of feventh day the 19th of
the month, fhe was feized with a violent pain in

her ftomach; notwithftanding which me lay

quiet and ftill in a retired awful frame of mind,

which clearly manifefted her triumph over death

hell and the grave. About half an hour before

her departure, her pain being taken away, fhe

faid, " I praife thy name, O my God, for this
tc favour;" after which fhe breathed fhorter

and fhorter, and quietly departed without figh

or groan, like one falling into a fweet fleep,

doubtlefs to enjoy that fabbath of reft, for which
fhe fo ardently longed.

On fifth day, the 24th of the month, her

corps was taken to the meeting-houfe in Mount-
rath, where a large concourfe attended, many
of whom had been preient at her marriage on
that day week. A folemn meeting was held on
the occafion ; many teftimonies were borne in a

lively manner, to the circumfpecl: life, holy zeal,

undaunted courage and faithful fervices of this

eminent inftrument in the Lord's hand, to pub-

iifh his truth amongft the nations. At the conclu-

fion
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fion, her late dear companion kneeled down by c h a p.

the coffin that contained the remains of his
(

'x -

moil beloved earthly treafure, and prayed to
17 j 7#

God the Father in the demonftration of the

fpirit and baptizing power of the Son. At the

grave he likewife bore a lively teftimony to the

people, another friend concluded the opportu-

nity in prayer, when the body was committed

to its original duft; the fpirit having returned

to God who gave it, to enjoy the reward of her

well-fpent life in the regions of eternal glory.

She died at the age of 39 years, having been

a minifter about 14 years.*

* The account of this valuable woman would
doubtlefs have been much more fully given, had not my
father been fuddenly called from works to rewards.

From the knowledge I had of my father's very great

refpedt for her memory, I wifhed it to have been
given very fully, I therefore applied to our dear

friend Samuel Neale, for materials to fupply the de-

fects in the printed teftimony, which he intended

fending to me, when he likewife received a fummons
to enter into the joy of his Lord ; whom he had for

a long courfe of years ferved with fidelity ; he died

the 27th of 2d month, 1792.

John Gotighy junior.

CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

WEST INDIES.

Some Convincement in the IJland of Tortola.—Tho-

mas Chalk!ey vijits the Ijland and dies there.—
The next 1 ear 'John Cadwallader and John Ef-
taugh viftt it and die there.—Account of Tho-

mas Chalkley.—Account of John Eftaugh and

John Cadwallader.

I N the early times of this fociety, the iflands

in the Weft Indies were vifited by fome of their

firft miniilers, whofe love to mankind, and de-

lire to promote their greateft interefts, even thofe

of immortality, and everlafting life, were ftrong

enough to draw them through perils by fea, and
perils by land, to publifh the gofpel of Jel'us

Chrift, as the true light that enlighteneth every

man that cometh into the world, whereby feve-

ral were convinced of the truth of their doc-

trine, and converted to righteoulhefs, in Barba-

does, Jamaica, Antigua, &c. many of thefe con-

tinued fteadiaft in their principles, and in an

humble, felf-denying life, 'till their death. But
profanity and dilfipation of manners, having too

much the afcendency over the generality of the

inhabitants of the iilands, the difeipline of the

crofs of Chriit preached up and walked in by
the
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the faithful minifters and members amongft the chap,
people called Quakers, was too rigid or too con- _

x
;_ t

temptible for the people in general, and fome
^

of the defcendants of friends in particular to fub-

mitto; and fome families of this fociety hav-

ing removed to England, their number is lb

greatly decreafed, that few, if any of this pro-

feilion, are now reiident in thefe iflands, and the

vifits thereto have become lefs frequent of later

years than formerly.

Yet about the year i 740, account was receiv- i74°-

ed of a convincement in fome of the Virgin^^nT
iflands, particularly the ifland of Tortola, in rortoia,

which by the following paragraph of the year-

ly epillle of that year, appears to have been the

effect rather of internal conviction, than of in-

strumental or minifterial labour, viz. " It hath
" pleafed the Lord by the mfhimngs of the di-

" vine light, to vifit the inhabitants of fome
" iflands, where no fettled meetings of friends
iC have formerly been, to the bowing and ten-
"' dering of fome of their hearts, as in the firft

" breaking forth, and morning of oar day;
' c and to incline them to aflemble together, and
<c filently wait in fpirit and in truth upon the
" Lord, their Redeemer, the unerring teacher,
c< who teacheth his people to profit, and lead-

" eth them by the way that they fhould go."

Amongft others, who were here convinced of

the inward principle of light and grace, and fub-

mitted to profefs themfelves of, and to pafs un-

der the contemptible denomination of Quakers,

was John Pickering, governor of the ifland, who
continued a faithful member of this community
to his death ; and after his deceafe his family

removed to England.

The
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chap. The report of this convincement reaching the
x

- ears of friends on the continent of America, and
in Great Britain, the minds of fome were en-

gaged in gofpel love to vifit them, confirm and
itrengthen them in their purfuit after true reli-

1741. gion and righteoufnefs. Thomas Chalkley from

Philadelphia was the firfl who went on this gof-

pel errand, in the year 1 741 ; and was the next

year followed by JohnCadwallader from Abing-

don, and John Eftaugh from Haddonfield, Pea-

1742. fylvania. Thefe friends were received with

gladnefs, and treated with affectionate kindnefs

by thofe they went to vifit, amongft whom their

ministerial labours were very confolatory,

ilrengthening and edifying ; but this ifland feem-

ed unfavourable to their con ft itutions ; they all

three laid down their lives there in peace, and in

the beft fervice, in which a man can be en-

gaged.

, 74 ,. Thomas Chalkley was born in the borough of
Account of Southwark, of honed and religious parents, who

Chalkley being of the people called Quakers, brought him
up in the fame fociety, and were very careful

both by example and precept to train him up
in the fobriety becoming his profeffion. This

religious care in his education, through the di-

vine blefling and affiftance, had a good effect,

as he was very early tinctured with a ferious

turn ofthought and of behaviour, an abhorrence

of profane and wicked expressions, infomuch

that while he was yet a child, he could not for-

bear to reprove fuch boys as ufcd ill language,

and took the facred name in vain, by putting

them in mind of the third commandment, fome
of whom would receive his reproof in good part,

and fome with contempt and derifion.

Ye
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Yet he did not efcape the temptation of in- c h a p.

dulging himfelf at times in playful diveriions and
,

x '

levities incident to youth, by the world reckon- L74 ,

ed harmlei's; but (by the convictions of divine

grace manifefted to his underftanding,) tending

to divert and alienate the minds of youth from
the due remembrance and awful regard of their

Creator. Awakened by thefe convictions, he
was reclaimed from fuch practices and pleafures,

as he found were afterwards productive ofpain-
ful fenfati<wis to his foul, and was enabled to bear

the crofs in chriftian patience and felf denial in

his youthful days. As he grew up to a flate of

maturity, and engaged in bufmefs, the cares of

this world feemed like to embarrafs his mind too

much, and interrupt his progrefs in religious

experience, whereby he loft that inward evi-

dence of peace and divine approbation, which
through obedience to conviction he had before

enjoyed. This occafioned him great anxiety

and a refolution to deny himfelf of the inordi-

nate purfuit of the riches and honour of this

world, rather than lofe the favour of the Al-

mighty. Being fenfible that the purfuit of ter-

reftrial acquifitions, which are lawful in them-

felves, and in fome meafure neceffary, may be
extended to an unlawful degree, and through

want of watchfulnefs, may divert the mind frcm

the fteady following after the things that con-

duce to our future well-being; he was favouied

with light to fee the danger, and ftrengthened by
divine grace to avoid it, to keep under the pow-
er of the crofs, which mortified his affections to

the world ; and in a flate of humility, and in

obedience to the precept of Chrift, to feek frjt

the kingdom of God, and his righteoitfnefs, having

faith
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chap, faith in his promife, that all things, necedliry for

x
- him, Jhould be added.

.],.. Being thus weaned from the love of the
74* -

world, the love of the Father influenced his

mind with greater degrees of ftrength, opened
his understanding with clearer perceptions of his

will, advanced his progreis in the work of fanc-

titication, and favoured him with abundant con-

folation of fpirit, in reward of his fidelity ; under
the feeling whereof, a lively concern was railed

in his mind for the good of mankind c^ general

;

that they, through repentance and circumfpec-

tion of life, might be made partakers of the like

precious favour ; and for this purpofe he appre-

hended it his duty to exhort his friends and

others in a public manner to repentance and
faithful obedience to the internal convictions of
divine grace. He appeared as a minifter among
his brethren before he attained the age of 21

years, and his labours were acceptable to them
and others, through the fucceiiive fiages of

his life.

He foon after travelled in the public exer-

cife of his gift, through many parts of England,

and into Scotland in the year 1697. In the

coiirie of the fame year he felt an engagement

on his mind to pay a like religious viiit to his

friends on the American continent ; and having

propofed his profpect to the ccnfideration of

friends of the monthly meeting of which he was
a member, and obtained their approbation, and
certificate of their concurrence and unity with

his concern, he embarked atGraveiend the 26th

of 10th month, 1697, and after a tempeftuous

voyage landed at Patuxent in Maryland the ift

of 2d month following. He fpent near twelve

months
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months in America, in which time he vi{ited CH * p«

the meetings of his friends generally in the fe- . _ '_ 1

veral provinces from Virginia northward to 1741.

New-England; where his miniftry and conver-

fation wrere acknowledged to adminifter comfort

and edification to his faithful brethren, of whom
he took his leave in near fellowfhip and mutual

affeciion, and landed at Plymouth in time to

reach the yearly meeting in London in 1699.
Shortly after this, he entered into the marri-

ed ftate, which did not relax his diligence ia

fulfilling his miniftry, for the edification of the

churches at home and abroad ; for in the courfe

of the fame year, he vihted the counties of Sur-

ry, Suffex and Kent, and afterwards paffed over

to Ireland in company with William Townfend.,

and vilited the meetings of his friends of that

nation in a general way, amongft whom their

fervice was accceptable and fatisfa&ory.

Soon after his return from Ireland, he remov-
ed with his wife to America and fettled in Phi-

ladelphia, in which city and the vicinity there-

of, he fixed his domeftic reiidence for life. And
here alfo he divided his time between an induf-

trious application to his outward employment for

the fupport of himfelf and his family, and the

faithful dilcharge of his fervice in the miniftry,

for the propagation of piety and virtue; for

which purpoie he took many long journeys and
voyages through the feveral Englilh colonies on
the American continent, and molt of the iilands

in the Weft Indies; and in Europe through

Great Britain, Ireland, Holland, and feveral

parts of Germany and the adjacent northern

kingdoms. In many of thefe places his minif-

try and religious labours were blefled with iuc-

Vol. IV. G k cefs
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chap, eels, of which feveral witneffes iurvived him,
x

- who were convinced of the truth of the princi-

!„., pies which he preached, became ferviceabie

members of this fociety, and continued therein

to the end of their lives.

But the proper reward of virtue is not abun-

dance of goods of this world, but the prize in

profpe6t of the righteous man, peace here and
everlafting happinefs hereafter. It pleaieth di-

vine wifdom, whole ways are beyond the invef-

tigation of human underftanding, to perfect, the

faith and exercife the patience of the befl men,

by lurTering them to feel adverlity in common
with other claffes of mankind : as to the contin-

gencies of this life (in the wordsof Solomon,)

one event cometh to the righteous and the wicked.

This good man in his temporal affairs met with

various trying cafualties, loffes and difappoint-

ments, not in confequence of any extravagance

or indolence of his, being frugal without covet-

oufnefs, and indullrious in bufmefs without fuf-

fering an anxious care for temporals fo to en-

grofs his mind, as to unfit it for, or prove an

obftrudlion to his religious progrefs or his reli-

gious duties. Through various unfavourable

and unforefeen events, heavy loffes by fea and
land, by fire and water, he was much reduced

in his outward circumftanees; yet being fup-

ported by confeious integrity, he did not link

under misfortune, but as the moil likely means
that offered for retrieving the (late of his affairs,

he betook himfelf to a lea-faring life, and made
feveral voyages to Barbadoes, in quality of fac-

tor, and afterwards as matter of a veffel, where-

in he encountered many difficulties and dangers

in order to provide for his family, and difcharge

his
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his pecuniary engagements. From the yearc hap.
1727 to 1735, he frequently crofTed the feas in x

\ i

the way of trade, moftly to Barbadoes and 174I<
other Weft-Indian iflands; once to Dublin, and
lait of all to London, where he fold his veffel

and fettled his affairs to fatisfaction
;
joyful that

divine providence (who feeing the integrity of
his heart, and the honefty of his intention, had
fupported him through all his difficulties., and in

the midit of outward troubles had often reple-

nifhed his mind with inward confolation) had
favoured him lb far, as to grant him to fee the

end of his labour accomplished; he then pur-

pofed to decline trading any longer by fea, in

which he had engaged not from choice, but ex-

pediency; not to accumulate wealth for him-

felf, but to provide things honeft in the fight of

all men.
A heart influenced by pure religion, duty to

God and love to mankind, fteadfaftly purfues the

fame important object in every viciffitude of

life. This friend in his fea-voyages generally

held religious meetings with the pafTengers and
mariners on the firft days of the week, and at

convenient feafons on other days ; he frequently

exercifed himfelf in reading the fcriptures and
other religious traits, or in meditating and writ-

ing upon religious fubjeits for the edification of

himfelf or others. Many pieces which he wrote

at fea are convincing proofs that religious conli-

derations wrere predominant above all others in

his mind.

On fhore his engagements in bufinefs did not

abate his zeal to make ufe of all opportunities

of vifiting the meetings of friends as formerly,

both in the neighbourhood of his refidencc%

G g 2 wrhen
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chap when at home ; and in thole parts whither his

%

x "

biifinefs drew him.

After he had fettled his affairs and was dif-

eharged of the heavy load of care, which had
long oppreiTed him, he fpent feveral months in

England exercifing his mminerial labours for the

laft time, amongft his friends about London and
Northward. Which fervice being fmifhed, and
a favourable opportunity occuring for returning

home, he took his departure from England and
landed at Philadelphia in the year 1736.

Although he had now paffed his 60th year,

and was at times afflided with the auhma, he
continued his religious vifits to his friends in va-

rious parts of the American continent more or

Ids every lucceeding year of his life; and lail of
Thomas all in the year 1741 he embarked for Toriola

viG^s Tot- U11(^er a concern to preach the free gofpel, as

tula. way might be opened, to the newly convinced

inhabitants of that illand, for their confirmation

audeftablifhment infpiritual religion, as the way
to falvation.

In this illand he was joyfully received and
hofpitably entertained by John Pickering and
his wife, where he diligently exercifed himfelf

in the faithful performance of the fervice which
he came upon, being day by day employed
therein, either in public meetings or in private

vifits to the families of the inhabitants; and
fhefe vifits generally erded in a religious meet-

ing, the people being fo awakened and lb defir-

ous of being inflrueted in folid religion and the

way of peace and falvation, that he could fel-

dom pay a friendly vifit but the rooms would
be filled, or feldom depart without a fealbn of

worfhip, in which he was often engaged in mi-

ninry
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niflry amongft them, to his own refrefhmeni and chap.
the benefit of the audience. /

'

rT

Having thus profitably employed his time 4741.

for about feventeen days, on the 29th of 8th

month, he found himfelf indifpofed, yet attend-

ed the week day meeting that day, and alio

the meeting on firft day following, wherein he

concluded his la ft labour in the words of the

apoftle Paul, I have fought a good fght, I have

fnijked my courfe ; i" have kept the faith;

henceforth there is laid 'up for me a crown of
righteoufnefs. His diforder proving a fever, in

three days terminated his labours with his life,

the 4th of 9th month, 1 741, in the' 66th year of

his age, to the great regret of his friends and
others, whofe affectionate efteem and refpeft he

had in a peculiar manner engaged, during his

fhort flay amongft them, by his edifying minif-

try, his inftruclive and exemplary deportment,

and his univerfal benevolence and tendernefs to

the inhabitants of the ifland, of every rank and
profeffion.

The character given of him by his friends,

amongft whom he lived, and who were witnef-

fes of his general demeanour, is this, that in d'rf-

appointments and afflictions, of which he had a

large fhare, his patience was remarkable: his

meeknefs, humility and circumfpeclion in the

general courfe of his life and converfation were
confpicuous and exemplary

;
gentle, courteous

and loving in his deportment, not only to

friends, but to all others, with whom he had
converfation or dealing ; few have lived fo

univerfally beloved and refpecled amongft us.

He was a lover of unity amongft brethren, and
careful to promote and maintain it; yet bis

love
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chap, love and regard to peace, did not divert him
t

x
'

t

from the difcharge of his duty in a faithful tef-

1741>
timony to thofe that profeffed the truth, that

they ought to be careful to maintain good works.
And he was often concerned zealoufly to incite

and prefs friends to the exercife of the good or-

der and difcipline eftablifhed in the wifdom of
truth.

>74 2 - John Eftaugh, was born in Keldevon, in EfTex

John" ° in Great Britain, anno 1676, of religious pa-
tftaugh. rents. As he advanced towards maturity, he

grew uneafy with the religious profefllons of

both his parents, they being of different per-

fuafions, and being religioully engaged to feek

after the truth, he fell in with the Baptifts,

whom he liked fo well, as to incline to join with

them. But being at the burial of a neighbour,

who had been one of the people called Quak-
ers, a friend was led to fpeak with fuch life

and powrer direclly to his ilate, as to make a

deep and la fling impreflion on his mind. This

put him upon an enquiry into the principles of

friends, of the truth of which he was fo fully

convinced, as to join the fociety about the

feventeenth year of his age.

He came forth in the work of the miniflry

when about eighteen years old, and being faith-

ful to the manifeftations of duty, he grew in

his gift, and foon after travelled to vifit friends

in the north of England and in Scotland, and in

the year 1 700, he came over on a religious vifit

to friends in America. After he had performed

this vifit to the great fatisfaction of friends, he

fettled at Haddonfield in the county of Glou-

cefter, New Jerfey, where he foon after mar-
ried.

After
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After he fettled in America, he vifited friends chap.
in England and Ireland ; and many parts of x "

the continent of America; and feveral times \n7z~
paid vifits to fome of the Weft-Indian Iflands j*

but in the latter part of his life, he was prevent-

ed by indifpoiirion from much travelling. His

good mailer, who requires no impoilibilities, fa-

voured him with eafe of mind, and the comforts

of domeilic peace at home, during this his time

of bodily infirmity. His wife who furvived him
teftifies that fhe believes few if any ever lived

in a more perfeci harmony than fchey did. He was
a pattern of moderation, not lifted up with any
enjoyments nor caft down at difappointments.

He was a man humble minded, and exemplary,

folid and grave in his deportment, well becom-
ing a minilter of Chrift, zealous for preferring

good order in the church, and maintaining love

and unity, that badge of true difciplelhip, re-

markably careful in his converfation among
men, his words being few and favoury.

After fome years of indifpofition, it pleafed

the Lord to reitore him to a itate of health ; and
foon after he had a concern to vifit friends at

Tortola. This brought on him a deep exercife,

but when he was confirmed it was really re-

quired of him, he gave up to it; and was then

weaned from home, and the company there,

which ufed to be fo pleafant to him.

He firlt wrote to friends on that ifland ; but

finding that would not excufe him, he durft no
longer delay; fo on the 13th of 8th month,

1742, he left his home to proceed on his vifit

to that Ifland. On the 8th of 9th month, he

arrived at the houfe of John Pickering with his

companion John Cadwallader, where they were
received

* See page
1 49 of fhis vol.
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p. received with much love and great joy, being

made to rejoice together in the tender mercies

x-i'az. and love of God, which were greatly manilefted

that day, to the honour and praii'e of his name,

and to the comfort of his people. The teili-

monies of thefe minifiers were with life and

power, and as clouds of rain upon a thirity

land.

The godly life and converfation of this friend,

of whom we are now giving a particular ac-

count, fpoke him a true follower of the Lamb,
and miniller of Chrift. He had his health very

well, 'till the death of his dear companion; but

going to his funeral he caught his illnefs from a

fhower of rain. However he was favoured

with the divine prefence, fo as to be able to an-

fwer the fervice of that day ; and the next be-

ing firft day he was at meeting, and though near

his end, his candle (hone as bright as ever, and
many that beheld it, were led to glorify God
on his behalf. This was the laft opportunity

he had on the ifland, except his farewel on his

dying bed, where he both preached and prayed,

a fhort time before his departure.

On the next day he went to a little ifland

called Jos. Vandick's, accompanied by feveral

friends ; on the third day in the morning, he

complained very much, but was enabled to go to

meeting, where he bore a lively teftimony, but

from weaknefs of body, and extending his voice,

he was fo inwardly fpent, that he was ready to

faint. However he went on board the fioop

that night on his return to Tortola, where he

landed next morning. He had not been long at

his lodging before he was feized with a fhiver-

ing fit, and a fever foon followed. The two
laft
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laft days he fuffered much pain, yet he was chap.
preferved under it in patience and refignation, x -

and had his perfect fenfes to the laft—On the
17

< 2

6th of 10th month, he went away like a lamb,

with praifes and thankfgivings on his lips in the

67th year of his age.

John Cadwallader, was convinced of the Account of

truth when young ; and by a diligent attention ^°^^d"

to its manifestations, became in ibme time a mi-

nifter thereof to others. He travelled much in

the exercife of his gift on the continent of Ame-
rica ; twice croffed the leas to Europe, and once
to Barbadoes on the fame account. His laft

vifit was to the ifland of Tortola, in company
with John Eftaugh. He was taken ill on his

paffage thither, yet when he landed, proceeded

in the fervice, upon which went, much to the

fatisfadion of friends there, as appears from ac-

counts from thence. But his diforder encreaf-

ing upon him, he departed this life in peace on
faid ifland, the 26th of 9th month, 1 742, aged

near 66 years.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XL

PENSYLVANIA.

Original State of Penfylvania.—Its long Enjoy-

ment of Peace.—A due Regard to Religion the

fureft Foundation of a good Government.—The
Profperity of Penfylvania under the Adminiftra-

tion of the People called (Quakers.—New Settlers

excite Difconients.—The proprietary Governors

endeavour to make Encroachments, which are op-

pofed by the Ajjembly.—Whereby they conceive

a Diflike to Friends.—The French injligate the

Indians to war again/} the Englijh Plantations.—
Declaration of War.—Caufes a popular Cryfor
'warlike Preparations.—Militia-law for the lower

Counties.—Addrefs to the Proprietaries there-

upon.

nia

ENSYLVANIA from the excellent in-

ftitution of its founder William Penn, in concert
Ongmal ^^ tne original planters, and the punctual ad-

Penfyiva- herence thereto, in the letter and fpirit of it,

by the fucceeding aiTemblies and magistrates of

the province, in the enacting and executing of

ufeful laws, had enjoyed tranquility and fecurity

in the poiTeflion of religious and civil rights

and immunities, exceeding any other govern-

ment or nation whofe hiftory we are poffefTed of.

The legifiative and executive authority being in

the

A. Bene
zet.
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the hands of religious men (the greater number chap.
of whom were of the people called Quakers, xl -

although the univerfal toleration granted by
William Penn, admitted all denominations of

chrifiians to offices of magiftracy and to the

higheft pofts in the Hate) their laws and inftitu-

tions were directed to cultivate and maintain a

a lively fenfe of religion : and being themfelves

examples of that ibbriety, decorum, and fubmif-

fion to falucary inflitutions and legal rule, not

for wrath but for confcience fake, which they

wifhed to diffeminate amongft the different or-

ders of the people, a general harmony fubfiited

between the inhabitants ; and regularity, order

and due fubordination refulted from this lively

fenfe of religion, to a degree far beyond that

merely effected by human policy or penal

laws.

That the welfare and happinefs of the people

is the end of government, is a proportion main-

tained in theory in other ftates ; but in Penfyl-

vania it was reduced to practice. A govern-

ment eftablifhed on lb equitable, liberal and ufe-

ful a plan, induced great numbers of people of

different periuafions, to emigrate from various

countries, to participate in the privileges and
felicity of this equal government, the bails of

which was religious and civil liberty: and for a A. Bene-

length of time, under the pleafmg lenfation of the
z

eafe, fecurity and change for the better, they felt

from their removal hither, people of different

nations, complexions and ways of thinking, lived

together in a ftatc of fociety beautiful in prof-

peel, and happy enjoyment, in mutually giving

and receiving -the benefit of an equality of pri-

vileges in peace, amity, and benevolence, al-

though
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chap, though not belonging to the fame vifible church,
XL yet as belonging to the fame fraternity of man-

kind. Univerial liberty of conscience, and
univerfal good-will to men, being in the eftima-

tion of the people called Quakers efTential cha-

ra&eriftics of the chrifiiau religion, have been
adopted by them in their fulleft extent, they

hold none excluded from the favour of God on
account of their religious perfuafiou, provided it

be founded in his fear, and the love of man-
kind.

By means of thefe excellent principles of

Its long government, and the juft and equal adminiflra-
enjoyment t ion thereof, through the favour of divine provi-

pcdce. ^encej Penfylvania had enjoyed an almoit un-

interrupted peace from within and without for

more than iixty years.

A due re-
Amid ft the variety and fluctuation of opinions

gard to re- upon the fubjeel: of government, it appears evi-

flfreftfoun-
^eilt to me

'
t ^iat

'

n ls virtue, fimplicity of man-
dationofaners, and a reverent regard to religion, more
good go-

t |ian t|ie particu lar form, which llamps it with
veminent * r

the character of good and excellent; not

but I admit fome forms and fome conftitutions

are better in themfelves than others, and better

adapted to promote the general good, yet we
fhall find, that wherever virtue, juftice, and
real religion are departed from and disregarded,

the very bed will go to decay. Thofe ancient

republics which many fo much admire, and ex-

tol, as perfect- models of good government,

were only fo, while the people by the example
of their fuperiors, were taught to be virtuous,

frugal and temperate; but when opulence and
vice had banifhed thofe good qualities, and in-

troduced diffipation, luxury and a general cor-

ruption
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ruption of manners, what fcenes ofhuman miferyc hap.
can exceed thole produced by the collifion of *'•

inflamed and hoftile parties, by the cruelty and ,-^e

vengeance of their leaders, or the violent out-

rage of a licentious and ungovernable populace?

So that moil ages, ftates and nations, have veri-

tied the icriptural polition, Rigkteoufnefs exalts a

nation butJin is ajhame (and very often a down-
fa 1) to any people.

The induitry, frugality and fecurity of the i« P">fpe-

original Penfylvanians, made this colony as™^"^*
proiperous and flouriflaing during this period as mftration

it was peaceful. This flourifhing ftate of the °{
e JIS"

province, occaiioned a great acceflion of people Quakes,

of different difpofitions and \iews from the firft

fettlers, who had reibrted thither to (hare in its

profperky, which they had contributed nothing

to. And many of thefe foon difcovered, that

they grudged the body of friends the rank and
influence which they poffeffed in the ftate, and
the place they had in the eftimation of the peo-

ple, although fo juitly entitled thereto; both on
account of their being principally inftrumental,

through much expenfe, labour and difficulty, to

reduce the wildernefs into a fruitful land, and
bring the province to its prefent ftate of profpe-

rky ; as alio on account of the equity and ceco-

nomy of their government, which had proved
them faithful guardians of the public weal

:

parhmonious in granting and rigid in requiring

an account of the expenditure of the public

treafure ; limiting the falaries of public offices

to a moderate and realbnable compenfation for

the labour and trouble thereof; peculation was
a ftranger here, and public taxation very light

:

under their government the people had been

long
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long contented and happy; fo that it is no won-
der that in general they regarded them with

756 cordial efteem.
Envious gut thofe who envied them their power and

^ng influence, thole who had in a great meafure
among got pofTeflion or wanted to get poireilion of the
themexcite n r 1 1 1

•
1 j

difwntent. poits ol government they had enjoyed, and to

reap the fruit of their labours, began to inter-

rupt the peace of this peaceful ftate, and fow the

feeds of difcord and difcontent by decrying the

public meafures of friends. As a felf interefted

policy prevailed, that brotherly intercourfe and
mutual benevolence, which had fo honourably

diftinguifhed the original colonifts decayed

:

private intereft and private views were more re-

garded by man}' than the public good, and gra-

dually introduced jealoufies, miftrufts and party-

animofities, whereby the fyftem of happinefs, fo

long and fo well maintained, fuifered a lament-

able reverfe ; and the manners of the people

difcovered an alteration for the worfe.

The pro- a principal caufe of uneafinefs to the people

oovemors called Quakers and the ancient inhabitants of
endeavour the province, feems to have arifen from the pro-

encroach- prietary governors and their adherents, who did

ments not pay that Uriel; regard to equity and the con-

aftarfriy

6
ft^utional rights of the people in all the depart

-

oppofes. ments of government, which during the life of

the firft proprietor and long after, had with

little exception, harmonized the different orders

of the ftate within itfelf, and gained it the repu-

tation of wifdom and honour from thofe who
attentively considered its excellency. The de-

fendants of William Perm, who inherited his

pofTeflions and his power, do not appear to have
inherited all his virtues, his difmtereflednefs,

his



PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 463

his faith, or his benevolence : they, and the chap.
governors under them on iundry occafions *'•

adopted felf-interefted maxims of government, T756.
and partial fchemes of policy. Not contented

with the power and emoluments the conllitution

allowed them, they had extended and wanted
ftill to extend their prerogatives further; and
iuch of the people called Quakers as were mem-
bers of the aifembiy, in conjunction w<ith others,

conceived it to be their civil as well as religious

duty iu faithfulnefs to their condiments and in

the conicientious diicharge of their delegated

truft, to adhere firmly to the falutary regulati-

ons andconcefnons agreeduponbetween the early
iettlers and William Penn, which ftood as a guard

and defence of the fubjects rights, and as a bar

againft the encroachments and fmifter defigns of

men lulling after the unequal emoluments they

hoped for, from the attainment and exercife of

an undue power and influence : Under thefe im-

preflions the affembly oppofed and withftood all

further innovations and invafions of the confti-

tutional rights of the people.

From this oppofition to their felfiih purpofes, Whereby

the governor and his partifans manifefted a*
ê

c°""

f_

great diflike and enmity to the body of this fo- i«ke to the

ciety ; and having the ear of the proprietaries, I^*^8 in

they exerted themfelves by molt unfair and un-

juft reprefentations to imprefs them with very
unfavourable fentiments of the fociety in gene-

ral, and to create jealouiies and dill rafts be-

tween them and the colonifts, to feparate their

iuterefts and fet them at variance, having per-

haps more regard to their own views and
power, which they fought to eilablilh by thefe

means, than either to the real interefts of the

province
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province or the proprietaries, which in the opi-

nion of judicious men were united, and that

they were no friends to either who endeavour-

ed to feparate them.

The enemies of this fociety alfo fought occa-

fion to accomplifh their felnfh defigns, and about

this time an opportunity prefented. The hofti-

lities of the French had been but little fufpend-

ed by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in thefe re-

mote parts ; for while peace was oftenhbly pre-

ferved in Europe, both in Alia and America hof-

tilemeafures were carriedonina covertway, which
difcovered themfelves in America by the incurfi-

ons of the Indians into the back fettlements of the

Englifh plantations, being inftigated thereto by the

French as was generally underflood ; who kil-

led and fcalped many of the inhabitants, and
carried others into captivity. The French at

the fame time were bulily employed in erecting

a line of forts on the back of the Englifh fettle-

ments and in places to the prior poffeihon of

which England laid claim. Thefe infractions of

a treaty fo lately made, produced repeated com-
plaints from the government of Great Britain

without redrefs ; they were principally anfwer-

ed by recriminations, fo that at length the refult

was a declaration of war on both fides.

This circumflance furnifhed a plaufible occa-

fion to raife a popular cry for warlike prepara-

tions, which the people called Quakers were

known to be principled againfl, and for their

declining to enter into fuch meafures they were

treated with all the virulence of party rage

:

both the pulpit and the prefs were employed to

calumniate and vilify them; they were repre-

fented
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fented as unfit to take any fhare in government, chap.
and much violence and artifice of party were , _

'

mJ
pat in practice, with little regard to truth or 1756.

juftice, to deprive them of their reputation and
their influence.

About this time means were ufed to get a law Militia

paffed by the legislature of the lower counties J
aw paired

on Delaware, for eftablifhing a militia, and it er counties

feems to have been enabled in a temper, that on Dela*

paid no regard to the confcientious fcruples of
w

friends and others ; but rather pointed to bring

them under difficulties and fufferings. Upon
this it was thought neceflary to addrefs the

proprietaries with the following remonftrance,

viz.

To Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, proprie-

taries of Penfylvania, and the three lower
counties of New Caftle, Kent and SufTex

upon Delaware.

The Addrefs of the People called Quakers,

on behalf of their Brethren inhabiting the faid

lower Counties, refpeclively mewet h,

f That for above one hundred years paft, we
* as a religious fociety have declared to the
( world, that we could not for conscience fake
c bear arms or be concerned in military prepara-
c tions ; that for many years after our becoming
* a diftincl fociety, we fuffered many grievous
f and opprellive perfecutions on account of our
£ principles; that the profpecl of being intirely
« relieved from fuch oppreilion, and of enjoying
f perfedt liberty of ferving God in the way they
e believed moil agreeable to him, engaged many
Vol. IV. H h < of
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ofour aiiceftors to leave their native lands, and
come over to fettle this, then a wildernefs

Ty'yo.
c country, and though your honourable father's
c principles were well known to be for intire

* liberty of confidence, yet he and the firft fet-

* tiers nptually thought it neceffary to fix this
e as a law before they came over, and accord-
e ingly did, as appears by the 35th fedtion

' of laws agreed upon in England, May the 5th,

' 1682, in thefe words.
" That all perfons living in this province,

<c who confcfs and acknowledge the one al-

" mighty and eternal God to be the Creator,

" Upholder and Ruler of the world, and that

" hold themfelves obliged in conference to
sc live peaceably and juftly in fociety, fhall in
ct no ways be molelted or prejudiced for their
<c religious perfuaiion or practice in matters of
" faith and worfhip, nor fhall they be compel-
" led at any time, to frequent or maintain any
" religious worihip, place or miniftry what-
" foever."

* That this was underftcod as the firft and
* moil fundamental part of the conftitution ap-
' pears undoubtedly plain, from the folemn
' manner in which it is introduced, and the ge-
c neral expreffions contained in the tirft claufe
1 of the charter of privileges, viz.

" Becaufe no people can be truly happythough
<c under the greater! enjoyment of civil liberties,
<c

ifabridged oft he freedom oftheir confeiences as

" to their religious profeflion and worfhip, and
cc almighty God being the only Lord of tonfei-

" ence, Father of lights and fpirits, and the au-

" thor as well as objed of all divine knowledge,
" faith
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cc faith and worfhip, who only doth enlighten chap.
" the minds and perfuade and convince the un- *'•

" derftandings of people, I do hereby grant and ^-5.
" declare, that no perfon or peribns inhabiting
" in this province or territories, who (hall con-
" fefs and acknowledge one almighty God, the
11 Creator, Upholder and Ruler of the world,
" and profefs him or themfelves obliged to live

" quietly under the civil government, fhall be in

" any cafe molefted or prejudiced in his or their

" perfon or eftate, becaufe of his or their con-
" icientious perfuafion or practice, nor be com-
" pelled to frequent or maintain any religious

" worfhip, place, or miniftry contrary to his

" or their minds, or to do or to fuffer any other
" act or thing contrary to their religious per-

" fnafion."

May it pleafe the Proprietaries,

* Notwithftandingthefe plain and explicit words,
' an a£t of affembly hath been lately paiTed in

c the lower counties, entitled, an a£t for eilablifti-

' ing a militia in this government, whereby the
c inhabitants are required to enlift, provide
' themfelves with arms and ammunition, to at-

c tend with them at certain ftated times, " in

" order to be taught and inftru&ed. in the mili-

" tary exercife ;" with other injunctions of the

' like kind and nature under certain fines and
' penalties, without any exemption of thofe of
c tender conferences, which in our judgment is

' in direct repugnance to the claufes above re-

' cited, becaufe it enjoins certain acts and things

' contrary to the religious perfuafion of many
' of the inhabitants.

H h 2 ' Our
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* Our anceftors who did forefee the probable

inconveniencies likely to attend, had the great-

7756 ' e ft reafontoefteemthis intereftingandimportant
' point inviolably fecured to them and their

' pofterity, both by the foregoing, and (if pofli-

1 ble firmer Mill) by the following paragraphs of
< the fame character, viz. " But becaufe

" the happinefs of mankind depends fo much
" upon the enjoying of liberty of their confei-

" ences, as aforefaid. I do hereby folemnly de-
< c clare, promife and grant, for me, my heirs

" and afligns that the firft article of this char-

" ter, relating to liberty of eonfcience and eve-
' c ry part and claufe therein, according to the
cc true intent and meaning thereof, mail be kept

" and remain without any alteration inviolably

" for ever, and if any thing fhall be procured
" or done by any perfon or perfons, contrary
" to thefe prefeuts, it fhall be held of no
" force."

' We prefume we need not fay much more to

* you on this head, becaufe we are informed that
1 you have always given exprefs inftruclions to
1 your deputies that in cafe of making any mi-
' litia lawr

, they mould take efpecial care that

' the charter be not infringed in this refpeel, it is

' therefore we have the greater caufe to hope
* for your difapprobation of the act before men-
* tioned, as far as concerns tender confidences,

< and we earneftly requefl it may be fpeedily
c declared, as the heavy fines laid on the oflfi-

' cers for not putting it in execution, is without
' doubt, intended to oblige them to a ftrict ob-
' fervance of the ieveral parts of it, and as it is

' poilible this may come to your hands before

' you receive from your officers here, a copy of
1 the
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' the faid act, we have fent one certified under chap.
* the leal of the office at New Caftle; to our XL

* friends Pvichard Partridge, Thomas Jackfon,
t
-
5
6.

* John Hunt and John Fothergill, whom we
* have requested to communicate it to you, and
e though our principal objection to the act arifes

' to its enjoining things upon fome of the inha-
* bitants, which they are religioufly perfuaded
1 they neither can nor ought to do, yet we bc-
' lieve in your perufal of it you will fee other
' reafonable objections, in particular that the fines
1

for noncompliance, are lb many and lb much
* in the power of rapacious officers, that they
' may under the colour of it, take more (from
1 fuch as cannot for conference fake comply)
' than the produce of their labour, after

' neceffary allowance for clothes, diet, &c.
* would amount to, as goods taken in confe-
' quence of fuch oppreflive meafures, are gene-
* rally fold much under their real value, which
* if the law be fo put in execution, muft tend to
' the ruin of the worldly fubftance of many in-

' habitants, and the confequence of that to your
* intereft, we need not point out.

' We fincerely defire that divine wifdom may
' be plentifully afforded to conduct you through
c the various difficulties attending your llation,

' to your own true peace, the profperityofyour
* province and the glory of God.'

Signed at Philadelphia, 5th month 21ft, 1756,
by a committee appointed by the yearly meet-
ing, for Penfylvania and New Jerfey.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XII.

Pensylvani a continued.

Enleavours itfed to deprive Friends of their Places

in the A[fern
1

ly.—They are mifreprefented to

the Britijh Nation and Government.—General

Meeting at Philadelphia.—Dead Bodies offome
who had been murdered brought into the City.

—Vindication of Friends.—Remarks upon the

Indians, and the Methods of treating them.—
Subfcription for the fuffering Inhabitants.—
Meetingfor Sufferings efiablijhed at Philadelphia.

Y the mifappreheniions and prejudices

railed in the minds of the proprietaries con-

cerning them, or by their voluntary resignation,

few of the people called Quakers now enjoyed

any fhare in the executive part of government

;

and to elude the force of that fpirit of envy
and rancour, which had been artfully excited

againft them, and for the peace and quiet of
their own minds, feveral of them had avoided

taking part in the legiflature. On the ap-

proach of the annual election of this year, their

adverfaries exerted their utmoft efforts to pre-

vent the fame members being re-ele&ed, the

prefs being fet at work, to pour forth acrimoni-

ous and unjuft invedtives againft them, in order

to prevail with the electors to fet them aiide,

and chufe their own partifans, or members who
might be brought to a6t in a manner more con-

formable
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formable to their views; but notwithftandingc h a p.

much the greater number of the inhabitants ^
were not of their fociety, yet fuch was the con- "*

fidence repoled in thole Quakers, (fo called)

that the former reprelentatives who had not de-

clined the fervice were rechoien, by the greatell

majority ever known, and this was done not

only without the folicitatious, but in ibme in-

ftances without the privity or approbation of

fome that were cholen, four of whom, being of

thole called Quakers, at the firft meeting of the

houfe refigned their feats, and a new election

took place.

Their antagoiiifts, filled with vexation at yheadver-

their difappointment, both in miffing their aim ferics ma-

in the election, and finding all their difingenuous frtendsuj

efforts had made fo little impreffion on the judg- the Britifli

ment of the electors, w.hofe dependance on the ° 1™. D

tried integrity of their reprelentatives, where meat,

their views and characters, and thofe of their

adverfaries were belt known, was too firm to be

eafily fhaken; next exerted their endeavours to

carry their point, by mifreprefenting them on this

fide of the Atlantic, where both the Quakers
(fo called) of America, and their accufers ; their

different views, principles and general conduct

were lefs thoroughly knowm ; for this purpofe

they drew up the moft pointed invectives, and
procured them to be printed in pamphlets and
the Englifh news-papers. In order as much as

pofiible to prepoffefs the minds of the people

with ftrong prejudices againlt them.

The general or half year's meeting was held

in the third month of this year at Philadelphia

in courfe, and notwithstanding the deeply ex-

ercifmg trials which affected this fociety at this

time,
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chap, time, they had a ftrengthening and edifying
*H

- meeting, and, befide a great number of friends

, 7 ^6
from different parts of the country, it was at-

Generai.or tended by Samuel Fothergill and Catharine

meeting" at Peyton from England, and Mary Peifley from
Phiiadel- Ireland; thefe being well qualified minifters and
pllct

* deeply experienced in the work of religion,

their fervice was very helpful and inftrumental

to the confolation of their friends, and to the

confirmation of their faith, patience and liability

in their religious principles.

During the time of this meeting an incident

occurred which affected friends with Hill more
gloomy apprehenfions. The Indians who had
before ravaged fome of the frontier fettlements,

about this time renewed their incurhons on the

back fettlements of Penfylvania, where they

burned feveral houfes and killed and fcalped

fome of the inhabitants : this furnifhed an op-

portunity pleafing to the parties, who were cla-

morous for war, to promote their purpofe, in

order whereto, two or three of the dead bodies

of thofe who had been murdered, were at this

time brought in a waggon to Philadelphia, with

a defign to exafperate the citizens, and roufe

them to tumult and vengeance. For they were
taken before the State Houfe door and from

thence conveyed through feveral llreets of the

city, attended by a crowd of people curling the

Indians and the Quakers alio, becaufe they

were backward to promote warlike meaiures

for their deftrucftion. The fight of the dead
todies and the outcry of the people were both

very aftli&ing and alarming.*

The

*
J. Churchman's journal.
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The incurfions and ravages of the Indians, chap.
and the dangers to which the frontier feitle/s xn -

were expofed, were much magnified, and far- Tyr6.

nifhed a piaufible fubject for more violent excla- The Peo-

mations againft the people called Quakers, aiid p]

^a

c^d

the abfurdity of adhering to pacific principles, mifrepre.

when the enemy was at the door: a; leadens fentedin
,

01 an alarming nature were now Ipread through

the colonies, and through England, thaL the pro-

vince would be ruined or abfolutely lolt, if

fpeedy meaiures were not taken, to deprive the

Quakers entirely of any fhare in the govern-

ment : thefe reprefentations of the ftate of this

province met a ready reception and belief on

this fide ; and the blame of the whole was laid

upon this people, who in fact were the lealt cul-

pable of any, and the leaft anfwerable for the

prefent diiturbed ftate of the colony, as having

lealt contributed thereto.

For from their firft fettlement, and while the VindicatU

direction of public affairs was in their hands, °

r

"

e
°^

s

the Indians were i'o far from making hoftile in-

curfions into any part of the province, that, be-

ing treated by them with a fcrupulous regard to

jultice and with cordial hofpitality, in return

for the kindnefs they had received from them,
they (the native inhabitants) lived with the

Penfylvanians on the moft friendly footing, and
regarded them with affectionate efteem. And
had the fucceeding governors and the people in

general obferved the like equitable and friendly

conduct towards them, I believe thefe hoftile in-

curfions (into the frontiers ofPenfylvania at leaf!) Remarks

had never been heard of. "P"n the

For notwithstanding fome writers have repre-and the'

fented the Indians as naturally ftupid, ferocious, p
L
roPer me-

/ *• ' ^thodsof
treacherous trearing

them.



474 HISTORY of the

c h a p. treacherous and ungrateful : yet feveral of thofe
xn " ,who had the opportunity ofeonverfing amongft

, 75 6. them, and obfervmg them more attentively, re-

prefent them in a different character, as lenfible,

friendly, hofpitable, faithful to their engage-

ments, kind to the neighbouring Europeans,
and very affectionate and peaceable in general in

their own tribes and- allies : but of quick fenfi-

bility to feel injuries, and of lavage cruelty in

revenging them*.

Therefore

* The firft fettlers of Penfylvania who had full

opportunity of being acquainted with the nature and
difpofition of the natives, and who made it a prin-

cipal point to obferve ftrict juftice in all their trans-

actions with them, have left us very favourable memo-
rials of the long continued kindnefs they experienced

from thofe people. The difpofition of the Indians

has generally been, to fhew kindnefs to the Europeans

in their early fettlements ; and their mental powers
are equally with our own capable of improvement.

The apparent difference between them and us arifes

principally from the advantages of our education and
manner of life. The early fettlers of New Jerfey

have always confirmed the teftimony of the Penfyl-

vanians concerning them, with refpect to the good
ufage they met with from the Indians. The writer of

the hiftory of that province informs us " That for

« almoft a century, the natives had all along main-
" tained an intercourfe of great cordiality and friend-

" fhip with the inhabitants." (A. Benezet)

They manifeft much liability in the engagements
they have folemniy entered into

; patient in affliction, as

weil as in their fubmiffion to what they apprehend to

be the appointment of providence; in all which they

manifeft a noblenefs of foul and conftancy of mind,
at which we rarely arrive with all our philofophy and
religion. They are flaves neither to ambition nor in-

tereft
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Therefore if the like prudence, juftice, and chap,
friendly intercourse had been maintained in their

Xlf *

conduct and commerce with the Indians, by ,-,-5

their fucceffors of this age, which had been

done by William Penn, and the early fettlers,

I am perfuaded thefe natives, inllead of hofiili-

ties would have continued to cultivate the like

amicable difpofition towards them, as they had
done to their predeceflbrs ; and that it would
not have been in the power of the French in

that cafe, by all their artifice, to have incited

them to hoftile meafures againft the Englifh

plantations, if the Englifh themfelves had not by
their neglect and unfair dealing, furnifhed their

enemies with a handle of which they well knew
how to avail themfelves.—One of our hiflorians

remarks upon this period, that " It had been
" long the method of the Englifh to cultivate

" the friendfhip of this fierce and hardy race in

," time of danger, but to flight it in circumllan-
" ces of fafety." This ferved to alienate the

affections of the Indians from the Englifh

government, and the avarice of our merchants
particularly thofe called the Ohio company,
" as well as the Indian traders" who fold them
bad commodities, and treated them with perfidy

and infolence, ferved to confirm their averlion.*

Thefe

tereft, the two paffions which have fo much weakened
in us thofe fentiments of humanity which the kind
Author of nature hath fixed in the human heart, and
kindled thofe of covetoufnefs, which are as yet gene-
rally unknown amongft them. Charlevoix apud
cundem.

* Duprat obferves, " That there needs but pru-
" dence and good fenfe to perfuade the Indians to

" what
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chap. Thefe moving caufes of their difcontent and

( ^
1L

prefent inimical difpofition, the people called

1756. Quakers were not initrumental to promote. We
have feen their early care to prevent any of

their members from iupplying the Indians with

fpirituous liquors, of which they were very fond,

and which were very pernicious to them in va-

rious refpecls*—they were ftudious to do them
good; to endeavour to draw them by winning

periuafions and adts of benevolence, and inilruc-

tion from the inconveniences to which their ig-

norance and roving temper fubjedted them

:

this the Indians knew, and for this they vene-

rated the memory of the deceafed, and placed

an efpecial confidence in the furviving body of

this people.

From hence this inference may be drawn,

that befide thofe confeientious motives, which
have the greateft weight with religious and good

men, to do juftly to all men, even as we would
have them to do unto us ; human prudence and
found policy point out the fuperior wifdom of

endeavouring to conciliate the friendfhip of the

natives, which is eafily purchafed by affability,

honeny and integrity, rather than to fubdue

them by force, which is not eafily effe&ed even

at

*« what is reafonable, and to preferve their friendfhip

" without interruption." He adds, " We may fafcly

" affirm, that the differences we have had with them
" have been more owing to us than to them. When
" they are treated infolently or opprefhvely, they
" havenolefsfenfibility of injuries than others. If thofe

" who have occafion to live among them, will have
" fentiments of humanity, they will meet in them
" with men."

* See vol. iii. page 307.
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at the expenfe of much blood and treafure, chap,
often expended in vain. And of confequence

t _
x

'';

that after all the fevere cenfure, calumny, and , 75 6.

clamour railed againft the people called Quak-

ers in Penfylvania, their meafures of treating

the Indians, both formerly and even at this

time, were more chriflian-like, more rational,

and more effectual for refcuing the^ frontiers

from their devaluations, than the fanguinary and

violent meafures their adverfaries were defirous

to promote.*
It

* " The perpetual increafing generations of Euro-

peans in America, may fupply numbers that muft

in the end wear out thefe poor Indian inhabitants

from their country ; but we mail pay dear, both in

blood and treafure, in the mean while, for our

injustice.

" Our frontiers, from the nature of advancing fet-

tlements difperfed along the branchings of the up-

per parts of our rivers, and fcattered in the difunit-

ed valleys, amidft the mountains, muft be always

unguarded and defencelefs againft the incurfions

of Indians. The farmer driven from his little

cultured lot, in the woods, is loft : the Indian in

the woods, is everywhere at home ; every bufh,

every thicket, is a camp, to the Indian ; from

whence, at the very moment when he is fure of

his blow, he can rufh upon his prey. In lhort, our

frontier fettlements muft ever lie at the mercy of

the favages •, and a fettler is the natural prey to an

Indian, whofe fole occupation is war and hunting.

" To countries circumftanced as our colonies are,

an Indian is the moft dreadful of enemies. For in

a war with Indians, no force whatever, can defend

our frontiers from being a conftant wretched fcene

of conflagrations, and of the moft fhocking mur-

ders. Whereas on the contrary, our temporary
" expeditions
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chap. It alfo appears that the people called Quakers
*u

- were fenfibly impreSTed with a degree of com-

1756. paflion arid fympathy for the fufferers in this

calamity, equal or fuperior to any thing of that

nature manifested by the adverfe party, who
taking advantage of the prevailing diilrelTes, to

promote their own political fchemes were inde-

fatigable in their clamours to vilify the Quaker
government ; but did little that I find for the

help or relief of the afflidted; while the Quak-

ers actuated by motives of commiferation, as

foon as they heard of the devastation committed

by the enemy Indians on Gnadenhutten, a fet-

tlement of the fociety called Moravians, on the

frontier part of the county of Northampton,

voluntarily raifed a fum of money among them-

felves, which was expended in provifion and

cloathing, and committed to the care of fuitable

perfons for diitribution among the fufferers.

Subrcripti- And about the fame time a fubfcription was
on for the fet on foot and a considerable fum of money

inhabit contributed by the Quakers in the city, and fome
tams. parts of the country, for the fuccour of the dif-

treffed inhabitants wrho had abandoned their

habitations on the weitern frontiers of the

province, and taken refuge in the interior

parts, which was in like manner distributed

among them without diitindtion of feet or party,

and proved a feaibnable relief againlt the

winter.
As

« expeditions againft the Indians, even if fuccefsful^

« can do them little harm. Every article of their

" property is portable, which they always carry with
" them ; and it is no great matter of diftrefs to an

" Indian, to be driven from his dwelling ground, who
" finds a home in the firft place he fits down upon.'*
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As I am furnifhed with the originals or c h a p.

copies of feveral letters of correfpondenee, X1L

which paffed between them, I am enabled to l75 6.

trace the tranfa£tions of this period, fo far as

this fociety is concerned, with a greater degree

of precifion.*

The annual meeting for Penfylvania and New
Jerfey, (held in courfe in the 9th month of this

year at Burlington) taking under consideration the

diftrelled ftate of the frontier fettlements of thefe

provinces, and having grounds to apprehend

that many of their brethren in religious profef-

fion, iituated in parts immediately expofed to

danger, might foon Hand in need of relief and

aiflftance, who for want of timely attention

andcare might be liable to fuffer greatly in

the approaching winter : agreed to raife the fum
of one thoufand pounds for this purpofe : and

as the exigencies of the fociety by the continu-

ance of the calamitities of the war and the ma-
levolent mifreprefentations of their adveriaries

required vigilant attention ; this meeting after

approving the tranfa£Uons of the committee ap-

pointed in the preceding year, found it expe-

dient to adopt a propofal of conftituting a meet-

ing for fufferings, and after confidering and de-

fining the Services and trull to be committed to

the

* I apprehend it will be more Satisfactory to the

reader, and more appofite to the uniformity of his-

torical narration to recite the matters of fac~t as they

arife, than to interrupt the narrative by the infertion

of the letter, and papers at length : yet as fome of

the faid letters and paper appears worthy of a place

in this work, and may give considerable Satisfaction, I

think they may be convenienly introduced in an appen-

dix to this book and referred to as occafion requires.
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chap, the faid meeting, nominated twelve friends as
X1 *-

p

repreientatives of the yearly meeting, and direcl:-

,-
5
5 ed the refpeclive Quarterly meetings to appoint

four members each to reprefent them.

The Services to be performed by the Meeting
for Sufferings, viz.

" To hear and confider the cafes of any
" friends under fufferings and to adminifter re-

" lief as necelnty is found to require, or to ap-
" ply to the government or perfons in power
" on their behalf.

" To correfpond with the meeting fcr fuffer-

" ings or the yearly meeting in London, and to re-

" prefent the ilate of friends here, and in gene-
" ral to reprefent this (the yearly) meeting, and
" appear in all cafes where the reputation and
" intereft of truth and our religious iociety are
" concerned, but not to interfere in matters of
" faith or difcipline which are not already de-
" termined by the yearly meeting.

" To confider the ufes and manner of appli-

" cation of charitable legacies and donations,

" and to advife rel peeling the titles of any
" land, or other eftate belonging to the feveral
iC meetings, &c.

" To receive an account from the feveral

" particular meetings, of any fufferings to

" which friends may be fubje&ed for the tefli-

" mony of truth.

" And that fair minutes of all their proceed-
" ings mould be kept, and laid before the year-
" \y meeting from time to time."

And
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And fome years after the eitablifhment of c hap.
the laid meeting, the revifal of all manufcripts X1L

intended for publication by any member of the
l75^

lbciety, was committed to the care thereof, as

alfo any propofal for the reprinting of books for

general fervice.

CHAP. XIII.

Pensylvania continued.

'Proprietaries* Anfwer to the Addrefs.—Calum-

nies again/} the People called Quakers in Pen-

Jylvania, gain credit in England.—The Meet'

ing for Sufferings in London interpofe on be-

half of their Brethren.—A Deputation from
them apply to a Nobleman in high Station.— His

Advice to them.—Meeting for Sufferings in Lon-

don write to Friends in Philadelphia.—But one-

third of the prefent Ajfembly are Quakers.-—
Rigorous Exactions under the Militia- law.—
Proprietaries refufing to let their own Eflates he

taxed, occajions Dijcontent.

r r\

A HE meeting for fufferings in London, in c h a p.

compliance with the requeft of friends of Phi- XII1 °

ladeiphia, in a letter accompanying their addrefs '
*~~~*

to the proprietaries, appointed a committee to

deliver it and confer with them thereupon, who
received for anfwer, " That the proprietaries

had no defire or intention to abridge the peo-

ple of the province of Penfylvania in general, cr

friends in particular, of any rights or privileges

to which they are by charter entitled; and that

Vol. IV. I i if
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c h a p. if either friends or others, inhabitants of the
XM1

- province, apprehend they have anyjuft caufe of
j^'g complaint, and will point out the particular

grievance, it fnall be duly confidered and redref-

led."—Tins anfwer appears plaufible, but 1

think evafive; the addrefs fpecified the particu-

lar grievance and caufe of complaint, and that

their chartered privileges were abridged
;

yet

it doth not appear, that the complainants re-

ceived any redrefs, but the caufe of complaint

it; 1 1 1 continued.

Theca- On the other hand, their calumniators by
lumnies their ftrenuous efforts had well nigh compaflfed

agumfTrhe their main defign of excluding all the Quakers
people cai (fo called) from any fhare in the government or

e

c

rs JjJJ
" legiilature, and fubjecttng them entirely to their

credit in mercy. Their exaggerated mif-ftatement of
England.

fa<c^ an(j unju ft reflections upon a body of men
wrho had deferved better of Penfylvania, than

any other, had met with eafy credit by many
people of various ranks in England, and filled

them wTith violent prepofleflions againft the

(Quakers and their principles and conducl: not

only the injudicious part of the people; but

men of abilities and men in power had been

carried away with the ftream of popular preju-

dice, and fuffered themfelves to be influenced

by the prevailing notion, that the Quakers muft

be removed from all offices of government, or

T^e

fo

n

r
^*the province be abfolutely loft.

f« nags in In this circumftance of affairs the meeting for
IoIuionin

"nirferin£s in London underflandine; that mea-
terpofe » . . t f • u •

the.igood lures were in agitation, tending to deprive their

piticecin friends in Penfylvania of their relkious rights
Vk na.tct . .,

J
. . ,. -it

ihe.r bre- and privileges, and to make lome material al-

thren of tcrations in the preient frame of government in
renfyiv*. *i,„i.
n ; a

- that
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that province ; from that fraternal affection and chap.
fympathy which connects the members of this

XI
^ f

fociety as brethren all the world over, and in infi.

dilcharge of the truft of their appointment,

which is, to advife and interfere in every good

office for the help and relief of their friends

under fuffering in genera], thought it their

duty to ufe their endeavours to prevent the de-

fign taking effect.

A deputation of feveral friends was accord-

ingly appointed to wait upon a nobleman in a

high ftation, in order to requeit. his advice and

favourable interpofnion, who received and treat-

ed them with remarkable kindnefs, and candid-

ly gave them his advice, and promifed his en-

deavours to prevent matters being carried to ex-

tremity ; the purport of his advice the faid de-

puted friends delivered to the meeting in their

report, as follows.

He acquainted friends who waited on him, Advice

that he dilcovered a eeneral and ftronff prepof- given kya
r , • n i -i i -l nobleman
lion excited againlt us as a people, both here in high

and in America, chiefly he believed from the ftatioo.

repeated accounts transmitted hither, of the dif-

treiiing fituation of affairs in that province, which
were too readily credited by all ranks, and
alcribed to the principles and conduct of the

fociety.

That even thofe in confiderable flations, who
had been our firm friends on various occahons,

now feemed to be fo far influenced, as to be
either wavering in their opinion or difpofed to

join in the popular cry againft us ; and that

from the prefent appearance of things, fuch

feemed to be the temper of many, that no mea-
fures however difadvantageous to us, could be

I i 2 offered
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chap, offered to either houfe, which would not at

, im

X1 L lead meet with a ftrenuous fupport.

1756. Neverthelefs that he and a few more from a

thorough knowledge and approbation of our

principles and conduct in divers particulars; and

from a confederation of the injultice it would be,

to exclude thofe from any mare in the legisla-

ture of a province, who had fo highly contribut-

ed to its prefent value and reputation, were de-

iirous that we ourfelves if poffible, mould apply

a remedy, rather than leave it to be done by
the public, who from the difpolition they were

in, feemed inclined to the fevereft; a claufe for

totally excluding our friends in Penfylvania.

and other parts of America, from having feats in

any provincial affembly, by impofing an oath,

having actually been part of a bill now before

parliament, that as the majority of the prefent

affembly were of our profeilion, who from their

known principles could not contribute to the de-

fence of the country, now grievoully haraffed

by the Indians under French influence, in a

manner that molt people here, and even many
in Penfylvania, thought neceffary; it feemed but

common juilice in our friends to decline accept-

ing a trult, which under the prefent circumflan-

ces they could not difcharge; and therefore ad-

vifed that we ihould ufe our utmoft endeavours

to prevail upon them, neither to offer them-

felves as candidates, nor accept of feats in the

affembly, during the prefent commotions in

America.

That if we could give any reafonable hopes

this advice would be complied with, he for one

would endeavour to prevent any violent mea-

fures from being taken at the prefent.

But,
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But, that as much depended on this eompli- c h a p.

ance, he eameitly recommended we mould not ,_
xi il

trull to letters only, or the rrioft prefilng advices,
, 756;

but that even fome proper perfons mould be de-

puted to go over on this occafion.

For mould any difafter befal the province,

and our friends continue to fill the afTembly, it

would redound to the prejudice of the fociety

in general, and be the means, perhaps, of fubvert-

ing a conftitution under which the province had

fo happily flouri fried.

He farther recommended it to us, to wait

upon fome other principal perfons in high ftati-

ons, and endeavour to prevail upon them to'

join in fufpending the refolutions which might

have been formed either for a prefent or total

exclufion.

In confequence of thefe conferences and the

foregoing report, a letter was drawn up by the

meeting for fufferings in London, addrefTed to

friends of the quarterly meeting of Philadelphia,

and other quarterly meetings in Penfylvania

;

as the fubjecl: was of great confequence, not

only to the eafe and fafety of friends there, but

to refcue the fociety at large from the impref-

iions, which malignant abufe had exerted itfelf

to fix unjuftly on its reputation, and as the

yearly meeting of London was at hand, it was
thought expedient to communicate the laid

letter and the occafion thereof, and the minutes

of their meeting to the faid yearly meeting, that

they might be itrengthened by the concurrence
and approbation of the body in their collective Meeting

capacity. The minutes and proceedings of the fOT
.

iut
;

meeting for fufferings on American affairs were Lradon"

fully f
xite}°

J in end* in

Fenfylva.-

fiU.



486 HISTORY of the

chap, fully approved ; with a recommendation to them,
3f,n to continue their care and afliftance therein as

i-jT^ occafion might require; and likewife to ufe their

endeavours to procure two fuitable friends to go
over, in purfuance of the advice given them.
The draught of the letter was alio read in the

yearly meeting, and approved.

Two Two friends being found, who from a perfua-
friemls flon f duty were willing to crofs the feas on

epiitk.

l

this occafion, and in the eflimation of their bre-

thren were w^ell qualified for the fen- ice, each of
them having travelled through the province on
religious vilits and were generally well known and
eiteemedby their brethren there, viz. John Hunt
of London, and Chriltopher Wilfon of Cumber-
land ; they accordingly embarked and arrived

at Philadelphia, in the early part of the tenth

month this year, meeting with a cordial recep-

tion from friends of that city, and had confer-

ences with fuch of them as were nominated by
theirlate yearly meeting to compofe a part of

the meeting for fufferings agreed to be eltablifh-

ed, to v\ horn they imparted the nature of the in-

terefling bufiuefs upon which they had come
over, when they foon perceived it fo uniformly

coincided with the fenfe and judgment of the

t
friends in thofe provinces, that feveral months
previous to their arrival, fix reprefentatives

in the aflembly of Penfylvania who were mem-
bers of the fociety called Quakers, defirous to

preferve a conduct confident with their peace-

able principles, and from a conviction of judg-

ment againlt complying with the military requi-

fitions warmly urged on the legiflature, had of

their own accord applied to the houfe for liber-

ty, to vacate their feats; and after confideration

of
Votes of A{Terribly, vol. iv. page, 564.
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of the reafons they offered for fuch a mea-c h a p.

lure, their requeit was granted, a new election
XI1L

ordered, and other perfons not of their religious ^T^tT"
profeifton were chofen to iupply their places;

others alio of the fame fociety at the cloie of the

fellion of this year, refufed to be continued in

that nation. See page 51 1, Jppend/jc, No. I.

William Denny, being commiilioned to fuc-Anewgo-

ceed Robert Hunter Morris, as lieutenantgover-^'^P*

nor of Penfylvania and its territories, arrived in but ao

Philadelphia, in the 8th month,* which railed cb3nse of

the hopes ol the people, that the proprietaries

feeing the ill efiedls of the controverfies which

had fubfifted were become difpofed to remove

the caufe of their continuance; but it was

foon found they had changed their deputy

only, and not their meaiures; in which the

afTembly was fo confirmed by the governor's

firft fpeech on public bufmefs, that they requeft-

ed him to lay before the houfe full copies of iuch

inftrudlions given him by the proprietaries as

related to money bills of any kind, with the pre-

ambles or other parts that contained the reafons

of fuch inftrudtions, with which requeft he com-

plied, and they evinced rather an increafe than

a relaxation of the reftriclions heretofore given

;

and the governor having made a demand of

money for the defence of the province, the

houfe framed a bill for granting for the king's

ufe, lixty thoufand pounds, to be raifed by an

* Previous to his leaving London, a committee of

the meeting for fufferings there was deputed to wait

on him (as had been ufual on the like occafion) and

requeft his favourable regard to friends in that pro-

vince_, and he gave affurance of his amicable difpofi-

tion towards them.

excife
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chap, excife on fpirituous liquors, which was prefent-

1 u
,

ed to the governor for his affent who after mak-

1756. ing many obje£tions which occafioned fome al-

tercations between them, he at length absolute-

ly refufed to enacl, whereupon the houfe ap-

pointed a committee to prepare a reply to his

objections, on confideration of whofe report it

The affem- u'as Refolved—that the laid proprietary

that

C

the

Ve
inductions are arbitrary, and unjuft; an in-

proprieta- fraction of the charter; a total fubverfion of the

Ji^iare
UC" conftitution, and a manifeft violation of their

an mfrac- rights as freebom fubje&s of England.*

chanc/^ ^ne annual ele&ion of reprefentatives through-

out the province for the prefent year, having

lately paft, and the day appointed by charter

for their convening being near at hand, confer-

ences were obtained with thofe members called

Quakers who had been re-ele&ed, in confe-

quence of which four of them, convinced of the

propriety of the proceedings of our brethren in

Great Britain, agreed to decline taking their

feats and the qualifications ufually fubfcribed
;

their reafons for which were fet forth in a

writing directed to the fpeaker and houfe of af-

fembly, where their requeft was conlidered, and

allowed, a new election immediately ordered

and four others of different religious denomina-

But one- tions legally chofen in their ftead; fo that now
thh-d of the f thirty fix members of which the whole houfe

undTr the conhfted, there were not more than twelve
name of under the character of Quakers, and divers of

a
' them were not acknowledged members of that

fociety.

The
* Votes of AfTembly, vol. iv. page 360.
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The feveral quarterly meetings in the two c g * p.

provinces, appointed their repreientatives, pur- .

fuant to the directions of the late yearly meet- 1756.

ing,and thefirft meeting for iufferings for Penfyl-

vania, and New-jeriey, was held in Philadel-

phia, the nth of tne 12th month of this year;

at which the before mentioned deputies from

friends in England, attending laid before the

meeting feveral papers and two letters they

had brought with them, relating to the bufinefs

of their deputation.

The inimical difpofition which had been fo 1757.

earneftly and undefervedly raifed againft friends

in Penfylvania, marhfefted itfelf not only in

endeavours to deprive them of their power and

influence there, but extended itfelf into the

government of the three lower counties on De-

laware, where the militia-law had been enafted,

and was executed with great rigour and oppref-

lion on the members of this fociefy, by fuch Rls°rous

exorbitant exactions that in lome mltances under the

they amounted to tenfold the fum impofed by Ivhi)tia-

law, which rendered it neceiTary to reprefent

the grievance to the governor by an addrefs on
the occafion.

The proprietaries and their adherents hadThepeo-

gained little or nothing by their exertions to re-
pleumded

1 /-* 1 //• it j\ r i
into parties

move the (Quakers (10 called) out 01 the provin- between

cial aiTembly, for their fucceflbrs oppofed them the Pro"

, , .
J

r ii/- pnctanes
and their mealures, even more vehemently, 10 and the

that by this time difTeniions between them had affembly-

rifen to a very ferious height; the aflembly

having come to a refolution to fend an agent to

London, to remonftrate to the government there

againft the proprietaries inftruftions to their go-

vernors, which were apprehended to be fubver^

live
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chap, five of the effential rights of the people. In
X,IL

this circumftance the people called Quakers,

, 7
-
7

though much mifreprefeated by afperfions and
The Quak- ground lei's furmifes to tne proprietors, who were

kd/Idvi*-
to° ean̂ v prejudiced thereby, in conformity to

ed to avoid their pacific principles, thought it their duty to
mixmz caution their friends a^ainlt mixing with the
with par- .

o °
ties. contending parties, lo as to furTer their minds to

be agitated with the prevailing heats and animo-

lities. The meeting for fufferings alio appoint-

ed a committee to labour to promote an amica-

ble adjultment of their differences. A conduct

highly becoming their chriiiian profefiion in en-

deavouring to do good for evil, and very diffe-

rent from the malevolent party fpirit of their

adversaries.

Yet think Notwithstanding which, friends thought they

reaibn'Vo

6
nac* ftill reafon to complain of the averlenefs of

be diffatif- the proprietaries to attend to their remonftrance

;

th^ r

dl
an<^ ^n tQeir opinion to their own true interefts,

prietarics. as well as thofe ofthe people, in not ufmg feafona-

ble endeavours to check the encroachments on

the fundamental principles of their conixitution

;

and that they declined to return a latisfactory

anfwer to their addrefs, and were quite iileut as

to their refolution of preferving to the provinci-

als their fundamental privilege of liberty of con-

fcience: the anfwer they returned appeared

merely evalive, and defigned to avoid a plain

and candid reply to their requeft. Thefe pro-

prietaries initead of imitating the example of

their honourable father, in ftudying the welfare

of the people, and cultivating a good under-

ftanding with and amongft them, by jufl and ge-

nerous meafures, feem rather after the example of

too many in power, to ufe the power they were
inverted
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inverted with to grafp at more, without a due con- chap.
fideration of the obligation they were under to

XI11,

thole men, who, by the equity of their adminif-
1?57 ,

tration, their induhry, and their virtue had prin-

cipally contributed to the late profperous itate

of the province, whereby the value of their ef-

tate was greatly increafed.

The principal fubject of mifunderftanding be- Propneta-

tween the prefent aflembly and the proprietary ""
e

r

t t^j
governors, was concerning the public taxation, eftates be

The latter in their fpeecbes were continually taxed «

urging the aflembly to raife money lor military

preparations, and building forts for the defence

of the province, which the prefent aflembly or

the majority of them, having no conibieutious

fcruple againft., were not averl'e to grant ; and in

order to raife an adequate fum, had recourfe to

a land tax, and in drawing up the bills they

taxed the proprietary eilate, as thinking it rea-

sonable that they who had the greateit proper-

ty to be defended, fhould bear their fhare of the

charge. The governor therefore in purfuance

of his inflruclions, whereby the proprietaries

claimed an exemption from the tax, and alio a

controuling power in the difpofmg of the money
raifed, reiufed his aflent to the money bills.

Both fides perfevered in fupporting their con-

tradictory fentiment, without yielding; mutual
accufations, and remon 11ranees widened the

breach ; the frontier fettlements Hill remained
expofed to the incurfions of the Indians, and
the people were divided in attachment to one
fide or the other, hence arofe thofe party beats

and animofities, which this fociety were con-
cerned to caution their members againft inter-

meddling in.

The
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C

xiii
P

'
T

-

he affembIv of Penfylvania at the fame time
v

[

l

'_. having under confideration a law for eftablifhing

1757. a militia in that province, the meeting for iufter-

ings at Philadelphia inrerpofed in behalf of
friends, by an addrefs to the affembly, in which
they again recite the 35th fe&ion of laws, and
the firil claufe of the charter of privileges,

whereby it appears that laws requiring under
pains and penalties, fervices of friends incompa-
tible with their well-known chriftian principles,
are direrfl infractions of that religious liberty
which was the moft effential condition of fettle-

ment ; and therefore they requeft that the affem-
bly would make fuch provifion therein that the
liberty of confidence heretofore enjoyed, and fo
folemnly and repeatedly granted by the char-
ter may not in any refpeS be infringed or
violated.

CHAP.
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CHAP XIV.

Pensylvania continued.

A Proclamation publijhed for a public Fafl.—Rea-

fons for not obferving it.—Necejfty for a Re
conciliation with the Indians not early enough

attended to.—Subfcription and Ajjociation for

Preserving Peace with them.—Government of
Penfylvania treat with the Indians, at Eafton.—Some Friends think it befl to attend though

difcouraged by the Governor-.— Truflees of the

Friendly AJJ'ociation addrefs the Governor in de~

fence of their Cmiducl.— "The Governor tranf-

mits to England a Report of a Commmittee,

which cafls the Blame on Friends.—An intend-

ed Theatre prohibited by the AJjembly.

I N the fixth month, this year, a proclamation c h a p.

was publiflied, appointing a day to be obferved xlv -

for a public faft, a manifeft evidence that the ^"""T^

people called Quakers had little influence in the

government; yet being ftill difpofed both to

avoid occafions of juft offence, or decline com-
plying with the ordinances of the preient rulers

without rendering a reafon, and to inform the

public in general concerning their principle re-

ipe&ing ordinances of this nature, a committee

by appointment of the meeting for fufferings

had a conference with the governor and the

mayor
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c h a p. mayor of the city, to whom they gave their rea
XiV- ions for not complying with observations en-

l757 joined by human authority. That meeting

alfo publifhed an apology in juftincaiion of the

practice of friends, and in fupport of their chrif-

tian teftimony againlt complying with human in-

junctions in matters relative to the worfhip of

God, viz.

An Apology for the People called Quakers,

containing fome Reafons, for their not com-
plying with human Injunctions and Inilitutions

in Matters relative to the Worfhip of God.

It is well known that the province of Penfyl-

vania was firft fettled by a number of pious, fo-

ber and fubftantial people (moftly) members of

the religious fociety called Quakers, who had
many years fuiTered grievous perfecutions in

their native country, for their faithful confeien-

tious teitimony againft complying with human
inilitutions and injunctions in matters of faith

and worfhip.

That by their patience and meeknefs in fuf-

fcrings, and their integrity, fobriety and honeity

in the courfe of their conduct, they clearly ap-

proved themfelves to be the iincere followers

and difciples of Chrift, and were by royal autho-

rity entrufted with many valuable and exteniive

rights and privileges, to be enjoyed with the

property they had purchafed in the foil ofthe pro-

vince, which induced them, without any ex-

penfe to the government, to crofs the feas, and
fettle and improve it, though at that time a wil-

dernefs ; and by the 35th fection of the firil

laws made under the royal charter, the moil

clear
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clear and determinate affurance was made to c h a p.

them and their iucceflbrs,that " ib long as they ^J^_
" lived peaceably and juftly under the civil , 757 .

government, they mould in no ways be moleft-

" ed or prejudiced for their religious perfua-

" fion or practice, nor be compelled at any
" time to frequent or maintain any religious

« worfhip, place or mini (try contrary to their

" religious periiiauon. Thele privileges were

confirmed by our worthy firft proprietor Wil-

liam Penn, by the 8th article of the prefent

charter of privileges granted by him in thele

words. " But becaule the happinefs of man-
" kind depends fo much upon the enjoyment
" of liberty of their confciences, as aforefaid, I

" do hereby folemnly declare, promife and
" grant for me, my heirs and alligns, that the

<c
firft article of this charter relating to liberty

" of conicience, and every part and claufe there-

" in, according to the true intent and meaning

" thereof, mail be kept and remain without any

" alteration inviolably for ever."

From the firft fettlement of this province, till

within a few years paft, the adminiflration of the

laws was committed chiefly to men of the fame

principles with the firft fettlers, and by the di-

vine blefling on their religious concern for the

prefent and future profperity and happinefs of

the people, virtue and true religion were promot-

ed and encouraged, vice and irreligion were dif-

couraged, peace, tranquillity and plenty remain-

ed in the land; and the enjoyment of religious

and civil liberty was inviolably preferved.

We profefs, and acknowledge the fame religi-

ous principles our predecefTors publifhed to the

world, and fmce by the permiilion of infinite

wiidom,
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chap, wifdom, the peace of this province hath been in-

s

X1V
'

,
terrupted, and the defolating calamities of war

i 757 .
experienced by our diftrefTed fellow fubje&s on
the frontier fettlements, we have been affection-

ately concerned in true fympathy, freely con-

tributed towards their relief; and often been
engaged both in public and private, to put up
our ^applications to Almighty God on their be-

half; and by the conitant tenor of our conduit,

manifested that to fear God, honour the king,

and promote peace and piety among men are

acknowledged by us indifpenfable duties
;
yet

ever fince we were a people we have had a tef-

timony againft meer formality and human in-

junctions in matters of religion and the worfhip

of God; and being taught by the precepts of

our Lord Jefus Cnrift, the teftimonies of his

Apoftles, and our own experience, that the wor-
ship and prayer which God wT

ill accept, can

only be performed and offered by the immedi-

ate aihflance of the Holy Spirit; we are confei-

entioufly concerned to maintain our religious

diflent from formal and ceremonious injun&i-

ons ; by which fet forms or times are appointed
F. How- JQ man's will for divine worfhip, " For though

pa4^45o!'" tne Jews in the firft covenant had many falts

{C and feafts, and holy-days, as the feafts of the
tc new moon, and paffover, and feafts of unlea-
te vened bread, Pentecoft, the feafts of taberna-
" cles, and the feafts of dedication, which are

" largely fhewed in the books of Moles," yet

even in that time when the obfervation of fafts

and appointed days was thus enjoined, the Lord
Ifaiah, i, by the prophet declared, he was weary to bear
10 to i>

ffejr appointed feajls, that their folemn meeting

was iniquity, becauie for want of a proper difpo-

fuion
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fition of heart to feek and ferve him, their hearts chap.
remained polluted. Tejhall notfajl as ye do this

1

X1V
'_,

day, to make your "voice to be heard on high. Is it \n^l-

juch afaji that I have chofen, a day for a man to ifaiah,

afflicl his foul? Is it to bow down his head as a™1'*'

bulrujh, and to fpread fackcloth and ajhes under

him ? Wilt thou call this a Jajl and an acceptable

day to the Lord ? Is not this thefaft that I have chofen,

to loofe the bands of wickednefs, to undo the heavy

burdens, and to let the qppreffedgo free, and that

ye break every yoke ? Is it not to deal thy bread to

the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are

cafi out, to thy houfe ; when thou feefi the naked,

that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thyfelf
from thine own flejh, then Jhalt thou call, and the

Lordjhall anfwer; thou Jhalt cry, and hejhalljay,

here I am. From which it appears that even
when public fails were obferved by divine ap-

pointment, yet the Lord declared his difappro-

bation of them, when the obfervers thereof

did not manifelt their fincerity by fuitable

fruits of repentance and amendment of life. Bat
we dare not comply with injunctions of that

kind, as the difpeniation in which thofe out-

ward obfervations were enjoined, is nowceafed,
Chrift our holy head and high pried, who is the

fubftance of that which was pointed to and
hoped for, enjoins his followers the obfervance

of a daily univerfal fall. A fall from every
thing which has not a tendency to purify and
perfect the foul, and render it more and more fit

to become the tabernacle of the Holy Ghoft.

He pofitively requires of his difciples and fol-

lowers, that they deny them/elves, take up their Matthjfti

crofs andfollow him, and that they watch andpray xxi
) 3^

e'

always, that they may be accounted worthy to /land

Vol. IV. K k before
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c h a p. before him. That in the primitive churches they
* IV

- faw an end of thefe ihadovvs of things to come,

j„ _ and were brought to him, the fubflance, in

whom all figures and fhadows do end, is mani-

feft from the repeated expreffions of the apoftle

Paul, For Chriji is the end of the law for righte-

oufnefs to every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4.

But now hath he obtained a more excellent miniflry,

by how much alfo he is the mediator of a better

covenant, which was eflablifhed upon better pro-

mifes. Heb. viii. 6. But now after that ye have

known God, or rather are known of God, hozv turn

ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, where-

unto ye defire again to be in bondage. Ye obferve

days and months and times and years, I am afraid

of you, left I have beflowed upon you labour in

vain. Gal. iv. 9. to 11. One man efleemeth one

day above another; another efleemeth every day

alike. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto

the Lord, and he that regardeth not the day, to the

Lord he doth not regard it. Let us not therefore

judge one another any more, butjudge this rather,

that no man put aftuinbling block, or an occafon to

fall, in his brother's way. Rom. xiv. 5, 6, and 13.

Let no man thereforejudge you in meat or drink, or

in refpecl of an holy-day, or of the new moon, or of
the fabbath days, which are a Jhadow of things to

come, but the body is of Chriji. Col. ii. 16, and

17. And we apprehend that the practice and
teitimony of our forefathers is truly confiftent

therewith, as will appear on a perufal of their

writings, and particularly thofe of our worthy
friends William Penn and Robert Barclay.

w". Penn's" We cannot, in confidence to God, obferve
works, vol. « h j
i. p. us* J
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holy-days (fo called) the public fails and c h a p.

fealts, becaufe of their human inflitution and XIV -

ordination, and that they have no divine war-
17 e-

rant, but are appointed in the will of man." R. Bar-

Even as we have fufFered much in our native J^'
9 *™

country, becaufe we neither could ourfelves 565.'

bear arms nor fend others in our place, nor

give our money for the buying of drums,
ltandards, and other military attire ; and laft-

ly, becaufe we could not hold our doors,

windows, and (hops, clofe for conference fake,

upon fuch days as fails and prayers were ap-

pointed, for to deiire a bleffing upon, and fuc-

cefs for the arms of the kingdom or common
wealth, under which we live, neither give

thanks for the victories acquired by the effu-

iion of much blood, by which forcing of the

confeience, they would have conftrained our
brethren, living in divers kingdoms, at war
together, to have implored our God for con-

trary and contradictory things, and confe-

quently impoffible ; for it is impoffible, that

two parties fighting 'together, mould both ob-

tain the victory ; and becaufe we cannot con-

cur with them in this confufion, therefore we
are fubject to perfecution. Yea and others,

who with us do witnefs, that the ufe of arms
is unlawful to christians, do look afquiiit

upon us : but which of us two do moil faith-

fully obferve this teilimony againft arms?
either they, who at certain times at the magif-

trates order, do clofe up their ihops and houf-

es, and meet in their afFemblies, praying for

the profperity of their arms, or giving thanks

for forne victory or other, whereby they make
themfelves like to thofe that approve wars

K k 2 " and
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c h a p." and fighting: or we, which cannot do thefe
xiv. a things for the fame caufe of confcience, leit

l75 _ " we mould deftroy by our works, what we ef-

" tablifh in words ? we (hall leave to the judg-
*' ment of all prudent men."
And as we can appeal to the fearcher of

hearts that our teftimony herein proceeds from
inward conviction and a principle of confcience,

and not from perverfenefs, obitinacy or difre-

fpecl to our fuperiors, we hope the moft charita-

ble and chriilian conftru&ion will be put upon
our conduct, in thus diffenting from the practice

of other profefTors of chriftianity : for though

we think ourfelves well warranted in adhering

to the precepts of our Lord Jems Chriit who en-

joined his -followers, that when they fajled they

Matth .v\~jkould not appear unto men to fajt, but unto their

Father who feeth in fecret ; neverthelefs it is far

from us to cenfure or condemn fuch who lincere-

ly efteem it their duty to obferve in humility of

foul, days and times of falling and prayer.

Our intention and delire is to preferve our pri-

vileges both religious and civil, and to maintain

that liberty of confcience we are entitled to by
the laws of this province. Confcience is God's
prerogative, he is the fupreme Lord, Judge, and

W. Penn's Guide thereof. " Nor are we fo ignorant as to

works, vo]. « think it is within the reach of human power
«• v. 44j- <c to fetter confcience or to reflrain its liberty

tC flriftly taken; but the plain Englifh of liber-

" ty of confcience we would be underftood to

" mean is this, namely, the free and uninter-
<c ruptedexercifeof ourconfciences in that way
41 of worfhip, we are moft clearly perfuaded
" God requires us to ferve him in (without en-

" dangering our undoubted birthright of Eng-
" lifh
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" lifti freedom) which being matter of faith, we chap.
" fin if we omit, and they cannot do lefs, that

X1V>
,

*' mail endeavour it." 1757 .

We have ever believed that it is by the light

or gift of God that all true knowledge in things

fpiritual is received and revealed, and as the

fame is manifefted and received in the heart, by
the flxength and power thereof, all true believ-

ers, inChrift,cometo the clear and diftinft know-
ledge Of their duty; and will be taught thereby

when to faft, and what to pray for as they

ought : and as prayer is the moft awful and fo-

lemn part of religious worfhip, we efieem it our

duty to wait for divine light and underftanding,

that we may know the will of God, otherwife

we may afk amifs and not receive, and by offer-

ing the facrifce offools, do evil.

The moft eminent and experienced chriflians

declared, they, knew not how to pray or what /
Rom - vm«

Pray for as they ought, but as the fpirit it/elf

helped their infrmities withfglis andgroanings , &c.
And they were to pray with the fpirit and with the

T

underftanding, Surely then not in the will of man,
nor becaufe he appoints ? Every thing we pray
for mould be in the name or power of Jefus, and
according to the will of God, who knows beft

what is moft proper and convenient for us, and
will tend moft to his glory and the good of his

creatures. And who can fay. that adverfity and
affiicttons may not be productive of real good,

and a means of bringing many to feek the Lord,
who in a time of eaie and profperity forgot and
departed from him. For we have great reafon

to acknowledge that the juft judgments of the

Lord are now in the land, and that there is caufe

for deep penitential humility and mourning be-

fore him, that thefe judgments may be removed
from

1 . Cor. xiv.

5-
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c h a p. from us; and if the people will make a right

^
IV

- improvement of them, and every particular per-

i-57 , fon reform one, as it is in the power of every-

one under the operation and influence of divine

grace to do; this will be an acceptable fail to

the Lord: to faft from pride, ftrife, contention,

unnatural heats, broils, animolities, blood; from

luxury, wantonnefs,revellings, drunkennefs, pro-

fanenefs, impiety, covetoufnefs, deceit, fraud, in-

fidelity, and all manner of evil ; then might we
have fome well grounded reafon to hope that the

fcourge which hangs over us will in due time be
removed and we again be favoured with days

of peace and tranquillity.

There are fome yet living in this country,

who are wimeiTes that ib long as the people

lived in the fear of God, wTalked in humility be-

fore him, and kept his holy law and command-
ments, it wentwell with them and with their chil-

dren ; the land rejoiced, the bleiiing of the

Moil High was known, and his powerful and
protecting providence remarkably confpicuous;

for though we had no outward barrier, the

fword was not permitted to enter within our

border, but the falvation of the Lord was a de-

fence round about: but now blood has been

fpSc and the land is polluted therewith, and the

found of war is heard. Oh ! that the inhabi-

tants may confider thefe things and lay them to

heart, before it be too late, and cry mightily to

the Lord our God, turning to him with all our
'rov, xvi. hearts and imploring his affiftance, who, if our

ways pleafe him, can arife for our deliver-

ance and caule our enemies to be at peace

with us.

Signed



PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 503

Signed on behalf and by appointment of c hap.
our faid meeting for fufferings, held, at Phi- Xl V

*
,

ladelphia, the 29th of the 6th month, 1757, by
1757>

James Pemberton, Clerk.

But although the members of this fociety

could not confidently join in obferving iuch a

faft, they were fenfibly affected on account

of the calamitous Hate of the province, and the

general difregard to religion and rectitude of

conduct prevailing amongft the inhabitants,

which they confidered as the principal caufe

thereof; and notwithHanding they were now
moftly excluded from places of truft or power
in the government, and by their chriftian prin-

ciples averfe to the fhedding of blood
;
yet they

exerted themfelves from the firft, not without

fome degree of fuccefs, to bring about a recon-

ciliation with the natives, in a manner con-

fident with their principles. Soon after the firft

invauon of the frontiers of Virginia by the Indi-

ans in the French intereft, divers of this religi-

ous fociety were led to turn their thoughts to

thofe Indians, who had been their old friends

and neighbours, and to confider whether they

and the government had fully demeaned them-
felves towards them with fidelity and juftice.

A little reflection convinced them there had been

a deficiency. Some in their private capacity

were willing to promote a good underftandiug

with them, by giving them a teftimony of their

friendly regard : others of them ufed endea-

vours to prevail with the government (as more Neceffity

effectual) to enter into conciliating meafures forarecon*

with them ; but the propofal was not duly re- SilftE
garded, till the diftreffed ftate of the province Indians.

brought
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c
vrv ^brought many to more ferious confiderations,

,and convinced them that fuch meafures were
expedient and even neceflary.

The friends who were principally aclive in

promoting thefe meafures, informed the enfuing

yearly meeting of their proceedings, which were
approved, and friends in general recommended
to affift in promoting fo good and neceflary an
undertaking : but this being bufinefs of a civil

nature, the meeting did not think it properly be-

longed to them, as a religious body, to inter-

Aflbcia- fere further therein. Many friends and others

fuMfcriti- PrPmoted a friendly aflbciation for raifmg and
on for pre- applying a mm of money for forwarding and
fervmg preferving a peace with the Indians, a liberal
peace with £ . r . .° .,

r
. . . , . ,.

them. lubi'cnption being made by them the applicati-

on whereof, produced a falutary effecl.*

In

* The friendly aflbciation was firft promoted in

the nth month, 1756, and continued to the 19th of

4th month, 1763 •, during which time committees

were annually elected by the fubfcribers, who met on

the 19th of 4th month, in each year, to receive from

the faid committee an account of their tranfactions,

and expenditure of the money raifed, which amounted

to 4004/. is. 6d. which was chiefly laid out in prefents

to the Indians and delivered to them at the public

treaties either by the governors of the province, Mor-
ris and Denny, on behalf of the fubfcribers, or by the

permiffion or knowledge of the faid governors, as well

to conciliate the minds of the Indians as to encourage

them to feek out and releafe the captives remaining

among them. 430/. part of the above fum was con-

tributed by the Menonifts, who entrufted it to the

care of the faid aflbciation, and befides the above con-

tributions the fum of 236/. 14/. was railed by a num-
ber of other religious Germans, called Swingfielders,

which
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In the 7th month (commonly called July) c
J*

a p-

this year a treaty was opened between the go-

,

>

vernment of Penfylvania and the neighbouring 1757.

Indians at Eafton, in Northampton county.*

Andfeveral friends propofing to attend the trea- a treaty

ty to forward the defirable work of peace, tbe™ ththe

governor declared his difapprobation of their at-

tendance at the treaty, or diftinguiihing them-

felves by giving the Indians any prefents.

Whereupon

which they directed to be applied for the particular

purpofe of the redemption of captives.

In 1 764, another fubfcription was fet on foot by the

people called Quakers, and 266/. ioj\ raifed and ap-

plied for the relief of the frontier inhabitants diftref-

fed by the incurfions of the Indians.

Note, thefe furas are fuppofed to be in Penfylvania

currency.

* At this place two treaties had been held in the

preceding year 1756. One of them in the 7th month
by governor Morris, preparatory to the other in the

1 ith month by governor Denny : when fome captives

were brought in and reftored to their connections

:

which treaties appear to have been promoted by a

conference had between fome of the people called

Quakers in Philadelphia, and a few Indians who were
occasionally in that city, in the 4th month preceding

j

and alfo through the mediation of Sir William John-
fon, the king's agent in Indian affairs. The fubfequent

treaties in the year 1758 were alfo held at Eafton, at

the laft of which, a general peace was fettled on the

23d of October, 1758, for Penfylvania and all the

other provinces. Francis Bernard, governor of New
Jerfey, acting on behalf of that colony. The difputes

reflecting their claims unfatisfied for lands having
been at the preceding treaty, in the month called

May, by mutual confent referred to the king of Eng-
land.
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chap. Whereupon friends held feveral conferences as
*IV

- to the meafures they fhould purfue ; the

1?5
_ refult whereof was, that as mutual tokens of the

Some revival of antient friend fhip had paffed be-

thTnkk tween them and the Indians with a view to pro-

beft to mote a general peace, it might now be of bad

?" though
COQfequeuce to decline, or neglect attending on

the gover- this important occalion. In confequence of this
nor difap- determination, feveral friends from Philadelph/a

and elfewhere, proceeded on their journey to

Eafton and attended the treaty.

In the afternoon of the fame day that they ar-

rived there, the Indians with Teedyufcung their

king or chief waited on the governor, and figni-

fied the iincerity of their intentions to promote
the good work of peace ; when he defired that as

things had heretofore been milunderftood or for-

gotten, he might have the liberty to choofe a

clerk, to take minutes of the tranfa£lions of the

treaty, which requeft being twice evaded, it gave

the Indians confiderable uneafmefs, as appre-

hending treacherous dealing ; but by the inter-

pofition of friends in conferring with them, and

making them a fmall prefent they were pacified.

At the next meeting the governor confented

to allow them a clerk, and they proceeded to

the bufinefs of the treaty. The firft demand
Teedyufcung made was that of fatisfaction for

the injury a mefTenger of theirs had received,

who, being fent on a mefTage to the remote In-

dians, in his return was fhot by one of the pro-

vincials, and at this time lay dangeroufly ill of

the wound. The fatisfaction he demanded was,

that if the wounded man fhould die, the agref-

for fhould be tried by the laws of the colony

and
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and fuffer death * in like manner. This demand chap.
and propoial feemed not well relifhed by fome Xlv -

perfons, who wiihed rather to retard peace ijty.

than to forward it : the next day there was no
public treaty; all things feemed to be in con-

fufion; during which time friends kept quiet,

waiting for opportunities wherein they might

hope to be more fuccefsful in their well meant
endeavours, being very earneft to procure peace

for the province, and to purfue the moft effec-

tual means for obtaining fecurity to the frontier

fettlements.

But deep rooted prejudice pofTefTed the

minds of many, who manifefted fuch bitternefs

and envy to the whole fociety, that, their mea-
lures were thwarted, their laudable undertak-

ings mifreprelented, and their characters afperf-

ed ; very unjuft charges and infinuations were

propagated againft friends for their conduct in

Indian affairs, as treacheroufly taking their part

in a manner holtile to the intereft of the province.

Upon this occafion the friends concerned Truftees

thought it neceffary in their own juftification to ciatioifacU

explain and vindicate their conduct in an ad-^refsthe

drefs to their governor, William Denny, Efq. ?°
V

defe°nce

which is placed in the appendix, No. 2. of theJ r

What impreilion this addrefs made on the con
^
Uvft *

governor I am not informed, but if a favourable
;

one, he and his coadjutors fuffered their minds
afterwards to be biafTed by popular rumours
and party; for in the beginning of the year

1759, tQe foid governor and his council tranf-

mitted to England a report of a committee by
them

* Offering alio to renew the annual compact, that if any
of their people fhould commit the like crime the criminal

fhould be delivered up to be tried by the laws of the colo-

ny and fuffer death.
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chap, them appointed, to enquire into the diffatisfac-

, tions and claims upon the Indians, containing

1759. infinuations and charges calculated to afperle
Report of the fociety of the people called Quakers, and
comm it tee • • • • «^
againit injure their reputation with the Britiih govern-
friends. ment. The meeting for fufferings there coining

to the knowledge hereof, applied to the gover-

nor and council by two iucceffive addreffes,

for a copy of laid report, and received an eva-

five anfwer to the firit, and to the fecond a po-

litive refufal, which carries the appearance of a

fecret defign, not only to ftigmatize them, but to

procure credit to the report as undeniable, by
depriving them of the means of vindicating their

conduct or of refuting moft probably, a partial

and misflated reprefentation of fact. See Apen-

1760. dix, No. III.

I find in a letter from the meeting for fuffer-

ings at Philadelphia to that in London, bearing

date the 25th of 3d month, 1760, a reference to

a future treaty to be held the enfuing fummer as

fblloweth, " It will be a great advantage to the
t£ public, and afford real fatisfaction to us, to

" find at the general treaty, which is expected
cc to be held with the Indians next fummer,
" that the governor hath full power to termi-

" nate the controverlies, which are fubfifring

" refpecting their lands in the northern parts

" of Penfylvania. Until this is done the re-
<c leafe of Tome hundreds of our fellow-fubjects

" who remainjn captivity, can hardly be ex-

" peeled to be obtained. The pacific meafures,
C( which, through much difficulty have been
" purfued; being blefTed with happy effects,

cc the friends immediately concerned therein

" are encouraged to continue their endeavours.
Ci And it appearing to them neceffary at this

" time
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c time to addrefs the proprietaries of that pro- chap.
6 vince, we hope, the account they are able to X1 V>

' give of their firft motives to engage in that
x^oT

* important bufinefs, and .
their proceedings

' therein to the prefent time, will tend to re-
f move fome of thofe prejudices, which have
6 heretofore prevailed, and engage a favoura-
' ble attention to the important iubjecls of re-
c eftablifhing peace on the principles of juftice

' and equity." It being their opinion and, they

think mult be that of all men, who are open to

conviction, that peace with the natives which
the circumftances of the colonies indifpenfably

required was to be reftored and preferved only

by pacific mealu res.

The foregoing quotation feems to elucidate

the before mentioned report, of the committee,

as to their reafons for reflecting on the proceed-

ings of friends in Indian affairs ; it may be pre-

fumed from thence that the Indians conceived

they had been injured by the proprietaries or

their agents, by encroachments on their lands

without their confent, or without an equivalent

(contrary to the practice of the firft fettlers) and
probably the members of the friendly afibciation

thought they hadreafon to complain, and might
give their opinion in favour of a compenfation

to the natives for the injuries done them, as

molt confiftent with the principles of chriftianity

and juftice, and moft eligible in the prefent dif-

pofition of the Indians to enter into an amicable

difculfion of the grounds of their difcontent,

which might be interpreted by this committee a

ftrengthening of the Indian caufe againft the

proprietary intereft. And from political mo-
tives might be reprefented to the Englifh go-
vernment in terms to carry the appearance of

being
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chap, being contrary to the interefts of the mother
XIV

- country alfo.

, 75
Thus Penfylvania which for a feries of years

from its firft fettlement, had been remarkably

diftinguifhed for the public and private virtues
;

the mutual benevolence ; fobriety and induftry

of its inhabitants ; was now difturbed and its

peace deftroyed by party diffenfions and mutu-

al diftrufts. And now alfo the fimplicity of

manners, which had been the ornament of the

ftate, the fafe-guard of its virtue, and the foun-

dation of its profperity, was in danger of being

fubverted ; for an attempt was made in imitati-

on of the ftates and populous cities of Europe,

to introduce into Philadelphia the refinements of

voluptuoufnefs, and a tafte for fenfual gratifica-

tions, by erecting a theatre for exhibiting flage-

plays; entertainments which the people called

Quakers (as well as the moll fober and confider-

ate part of other religious locieties) have ever

deemed incompatible with the principles of

chrillianity, the tenour of the doctrines of the

gofpel and the practice of the beft men in the

.
earlieft ages of the chriftian church. The

addrefifthe members of this fociety in Philadelphia thought
affembiy it their duty to bear their teftimony againft this

bVthe Tn- pernicious attempt, by an addrefs to the general

tended affembiy, requeuing the interpohtion of their

UprobTbit-
authority to prevent the introduction of them

;

cd. in which they were at this time fo fuccefsful

that a law was paffed prohibiting fuch corrupt-

ing entertainments.

A PPENDIX
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No. I. Extracl of a Letter from the Meeting

for Sufferings in Philadelphia.

No. II. A fummary Account of the Occurrences

with Governor Denny, on the Approach of the

Treaty at Eaflon, in the feventh Month, 1757.

No. III. AbfiracJ from the Report of the Com-
mittee of Council, appointed to enquire into the

Complaints of the Indians at the Treaty at

Eaflon, 2>th of November, 1756.

No. I. Extracl of a Letter to the Meeting for
Sufferings in London, from the Meeting for
Sufferings in Philadelphia—Twelfth Month,

1756. '

V/UR friends John Hunt and C. Wilfon by their APPEN,
long paffage being prevented of feeing friends toge- Penfylva-

ther at our yearly meeting, and the anniverfary of the
ma"

eledtion of the members of alTembly for the province ,^
of Penfylvania, being alfo over, on their arrival they

communicated your epiftles and minutes to thofe of

us
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APPEN.us who were nominated at the yearly meeting, and
Penfylva- though our meeting was not then fully conftituted,

nla
* the manner in which you had proceeded in the con-

,- fideration of our affairs, and the engagements you had
entered into on behalf of friends here, fo evidently

appeared to be conducted with a real regard to our

true intereft, and fo perfectly confident with our fen-

timents, that they were encouraged and affifted by
thofe members of this meeting in doing every thing

in their power to render the fervice propofed effectual,

in order to which, thofe of our fociety who were
chofen reprefentatives in the feveral counties, were re-

queued to give them an opportunity of a conference

before the ufual time of meeting in the affembly,

which was readily complied with by all whom there

was at that time any profpect of prevailing with,

to regard the advice and concern of their brethren,

and in confequence of it, four of them declined tak-

ing their feats in the houfe, and others not of our

profeffion were foon after chofen in their ftead, fo

that there are now but twelve of the members of the

affembly who make any pretenfions of being called

by our name, and feveral of thefe are not acknow-

ledged by us as members of the fociety ; it would
have been matter of real fatisfaction to us, to have

been able to prevail with every one of them to decline

ferving in the legiflature, during the prefent circum-

ftances of our affairs, but this could not be obtained,

as they do not appear to be convinced it would be for

the public intereft, for as fix of the friends who were
chofen into the affembly laft year had refigned their

feats, and fome others fince refufed to be re-elected,

thofe who now remain fay they fhould not think

themfelves excufable to their conftituents, if they

fhould decline the fervice, but we think it may be truly

laid, they were moft of them fo clear of intermeddling

in the elections, and fo many friends declined attend-

ing or voting in feveral of the counties, that they

appear to be chofen by a majority of people not of

our profeffion, many of whom are very apprehenfive

of danger from permitting thofe, who have been en-

deavouring
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deavouring to fubvert the conftitution, to have any AP PEN.
considerable mare in the legiflature. Penfylva-

Some of us were witnefles of the circumfpection nia"

and prudence, with which our dear friends John and
f
-

Chriftopher performed this weighty fervice ; and this

meeting having now received from them your epiftle

and minutes, with fome account of their proceedings

then and fince at feveral quarterly meetings in Pen-
fylvania, it is our duty to inform you, that we have

full unity with them, being affured, they have ftea-

dily proceeded with a fingle eye to the exaltation of

truth, and the promoting the peace and profperity of

the church.

APPENDIX No. II.

A fummary Account of the Occurrences with 1757*

Governor Denny on the Approach of the Treaty

at Eaflon, in the *]th Month, 1 757-

Although the governor at the preceding treaty

held at Eafton, had delivered to the Indians the pre-

fcnts provided for tbem by the people called Quakers
(as his predecefTor had done on their behalf and in

their name) and expreiTed his fatisfadlion with the

conduct and company of thole who attended that

treaty, he now pleaded " That the proprietaries had
" directed him not to fuffer them, or any other body,
" or particular fociety in Penfylvania, to concern
" themfelves in any treaty with the Indians, or on
" any pretence to fuffer prefents from fuch perfons to

" be given to the Indians, or to be joined with the
" public prefent in any fuch treaty." And he fur-

ther fays ;
" Thefe directions I fhall conform to,

" and my regard for you as well as Mr. Penn's in-

" ftruftions lead me to obferve, it would be prudent
" in you to decline going in a body ;

your attendance
" at treaties as a diftindl fociety having given great
(i offence to the miniftry."

Vol. IV. L 1 Which
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A PPEN. Which' anfwer occafioned the addrefs of the truf-
No. [[. tccs an^ treafurer of the friendly afibciation. as

follows.
Penfylva

in,?.

• 757- To William Denny, Efq. Lieutenant Governor and
Commander in Chief of the Province of Penfyl-

vania, &c.

The Addrefs of the Truftees and Treafurer of the

Friendly Afibciation, for regaining and preferving

Peace with the Indians by Pacific Meafures.

Refpe&fully fheweth,

That on confederation of the anfwer given by the

governor to our offer of contributing towards the ex-

penfe of the enfuing treaty with the Indians, we ap-

prehend it to be ncccffary to lay before him a true

ftate of the motives, which induced us to ufe our en-

deavours to promote a reconciliation with them, of

the manner in which Ave proceeded before and fmce
the governors arrival in this province, and of fome
reafons we have for defiring to fee that the grounds
of their complaints are carefully and impartially en-

quired into and confidered, and fuch meafures purfu-

ed for iatisfying them, as the preient melancholy cir-

cumftances of this province immediately require •, and
we doubt not if the governor will be pleafed to at-

tend to and impartially confider what we fhall offer,

he will be fully convinced, that our conduct hath
been confiftcnt with the profeihon we make of acting

on thole principles, of fearing God, honouring the

king and promoting peace among men. Wc there-

fore beg leave to inform the governor, that foon after

the firft accounts were brought of the mifchief done
by the Indians, on the frontiers of Virginia, fome of

the people called (Quakers reliding in Philadelphia,

fei ioufly <:oniidering the fatal confequences of loling

that intereft and firiendfhip our predeceflbrs had ob-

tained by their upright dealing and heritable treat-

.; oh the Indians, in the firft fcttlemcnt of this

province ;
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vince ; and apprehending the general neglect of them, A PP E N.
which had for fome time been obvious, would termi- No. II,

nate to the public difadvantage, determined to im- Penl 7lva -

prove every future opportunity of manifefting fome ^^^l^,
regard to them; and leveral companies of Indians, of 1757.
different tribes coming to this city on divers occalions,

they were vifited by fome of us, invited to our

houfes, and on their going away prefented with fome

fmall matters, necefTary for them in their way of liv-

ing ; and the grateful manner in which they received

thefe inftances of regard, and the lively remembrance
they appeared to retain of the friendihip which fub-

iifted between their anceftors and the firft fettlei-s of

this province, afforded us real fatisfaclion, and fome

grounds to hope our good intentions would not be

difappointed.

During the following winter the frequent melancho-

ly accounts of the barbarous murders committed by

the Indians on the weftern and northern frontiers of

this province, filled the minds of people in general

with a fpirit of indignation and refentment againft

them, and no opportunity prefented of publicly mani-

fefting the earneft concern we had, to ufe our utmoit

endeavours, in a manner conliftent with our peaceable

principles, to prevent the impending defolation •, the

calamity became general and every one was deeply in-

terefted in the meafures taken for enquiring into the

caufes which induced our ancient fteady friends to

become our enemies : yet this being the proper buiinef

;

of thole then concerned in the adminiitration of the

government, we waited the event of their proceed-

ings, having juft grounds to hope that the knowledge

fome of them had of feveral matters which might pro-

bably have contributed to this unhappy rupture, *

together with the repeated applications of the affem-

bly of the province, would have excited them to

purfue every rational method of making fuch an en-

quiry, and obtaining an amicable adjuftment oi all

* Thcfe were printed both in the gazettes and in their

minutes.

L 1 2 differences
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APPEN.^" jrences with thefe Indians, and of thereby avert-

No. H. ing the melancholy confequences of continuing to
Penfylva- expofe them immediately to the artifices of the

French, who would not fail to take advantage of
. „_ cur mifunderftanding with them: but the ipring of

another year returned, and the public remained un-
acquainted with fuch meafures being purfued : great

military preparations were indeed made and forts

erected in many parts of the frontiers, but the def-
lation and diftrefs of the province increafed, and the

fangiiine expectations of the people, who had at firft

hoped by thefe means to defend themfelves, were re-

markably difappointed. Governor Morris neverthe-

lefs, determining to illue a declaration of war again ft

the Delawares and Shawnefe, many of the people cal-

led Quakers refiding in Philadelphia, met together

and prefented an addrefs to him, earneftly befeeching

that every meafure which had been purfued and
whatever remained poffible to be done, to prevent lb-

lamentable an extremity, might be ftrictly and im-
partially reviewed and confidered ; that full enqui-

ry might be made, whether fome apprehenfions

thefe Indians had conceived of a deviation from the

integrity of conduct towards them, confpicuous in

the firft eftablifliment, might not unhappily have

contributed in fome degree to the alteration of

their conduct towards us ; that full time might be

allowed for thofe Indians, who remained well affect-

ed towards us, to ufe and report the effect of their

endeavours to reconcile our enemies to us, and that

by the governor's care, to guard againft involving the

innocent with the guilty, fuch clear demonstrations

of chriftian tendernefs might be given, as might

tend to the engaging other neighbouring Indians in

the definable work of reftoring peace and tranquil-

lity \ and at the lame time offering, though a

much larger part of their eftates fhould be necef-

fary than the heavieft taxes of a war could be ex-

pected to require, by voluntarily grants cheerfully

to contribute towards the obtaining peace in the

lame manner as the unhappy experience of feveral-

« of
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** of the mofr. martial neighbouring colonies, had AP PEN,
** after long and bloody wars, teftified it muft at laft, No. li.

« if ever, be obtained."
Penf ! vi~

Governor Morris was pleafed to give a civil anfwer ,___, ,
_

.

to this addrefs ; but thought it neceffary to proceed 1 n .

-

immediately to a declaration of war : a few days after

which, fome of us having the opportunity of a free

conference with Conrad Weifer, who had, as a pro-

vinc al interpreter, been long concerned in public

•tranfactions with the Indians, we were thereby con-

ned in our apprehenfions, that fome diflatisfacTioR

' fpecting their lands, had tended to the alienating

their friendfhip from us •, and that he thought the

only method, to fave the province from ruin, was to

endeavour for a peace with them by paciilc meafures ;

and the next day, a Delaware Indian from the Jerfeys

was fent to one of us, with a letter from Conrad
Weifer, recommending him as a perfon, worthy of

fome notice from us and fit to be employed on a mef-

fage to the Delawares, when an opportunity of fend-

ing one could be obtained ; and there being at that

time a number of the chiefs of the Six Nation Indi-

ans in town, fome of us thought it neceffary to take

fome friendly notice of them; but being determined

to avoid giving any occafion of offence, before we
had any converfation with them, two of us waited

on governor Morris, and informed him, " that as he
«« had iffued his declaration of war, we thought it

«* our duty to acquiefce therein, but, as there were
" fome friendly Indians in town, we were difpofed to

" take fome notice of them, and to endeavour by a

<« friendly converfation to manifeft our good difpofi-

'« tion towards them, and engage their good offices

" on any occafion, Avhich might be improved for the
" public welfare ; and we at the fame time, airured

** the governor if any thing fhouid occur which had
tl a profpecl of tending to the public intereft, or might
«' be worthy of his notice, he fhouid be fully ac-

" quainted therewith." The governor expreffed his

approbation of our deiign, and gave us full liberty to

profecute our intentions, and the next day fome of

thefe
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AP P EN- thefe Indian chiefs, with Conrad Weifer, and Andrew
No. II. Montour the provincial interpreters, and D. Clans,

Peniylva- general Johnion's fecretary, dined at one of our
' '

, houfes ; and alter dinner, bad feme conversation on

„r n
the happy ftate of the firft fettlers of this province,

and the unhappy rupture which had lately hap-

pened.

The free and hearty acknowledgments of pleafure

and gratitude from thefe Indians, fully evidenced

their good difpofiticn towards us, and induced Con-
rad Weifer to declare, he had not lately heard them
exprefs themfelves with fo much opennefs, and he ear-

neftly urged our improving this opportunity ; and in

order to it he advifed the calling together, as many
of our antient men of the furvivors of the firft fet-

tlers as we could collect, and to give the Indians

another meeting, in which tlie fubftance of that con-

verfation might be repeated and enforced on their

minds, by prefenting them with a belt of wampum.
Governor Morris was immediately informed of what
had pafTed, and as there appeared fome profpect of

improving this difpohtion of the Indians to the pub-

lic benefit, he was allured, that if he would advife and

direct the manner of proceeding, nothing more was

defired by us, than under his direction to proceed

therein in fuch a manner as would be moft agreeable

to him, moll: effectually anfwer the purpofe intend-

ed, and demonfbrate that we did not act from views

of private advantage thereby : and left the differences

then fubfifting between him and the affembly, about

the railing money for the public fervices, lhould difcou-

rage or retard his engaging therein, he was told, that

whatever fum of money lhould be wanting even to

the amount of 5000/. he lhould be immediately fup-

plied with, and by every part of our conduct, mould
rind our hearty concern for the public welfare, to be

our principal motive. Our purpofes appearing accep-

table to the governor, about twenty of us with the

fame interpreters, had two conferences with the Indi-

ans, and the moft material parts of what they faid,

were immediately communicated to the governor,

and
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ad the *propof:l offending three meffengers to the APPEN.
Delaware-, and Shawnefe, being approved of by him, No II

the n /ifion was made for their fetting out, ''-'
l
"

and proper company provided for their fafe conduct ^ J >

through the improved part of the province; and ,y y t

when they were ready to proceed on their jour]

the governor being waited on for the pa

quefted to direct what rignal they lhould give on their

return to diftinguifh them from enemies ; v<

pafles lay before him ready to be figned, he fudd

appeared to change his intentions, and Signified his

resolution to coniult his council on the occaiion. 'I

minutes of our converfation with thefe Indians being

examined, and ligned by the three interpreters, \

immediately after this delivered to the governor; and

his council being fummoned, we were informed they

Toon agreed, that as he had lb lately declared war,

otters of peace from him would be unfeafonable, and

that the method firft propofed of the mefiengers

going with fuch inftructions as they had received

from their own chiefs, was molt fit to be purfued.

The next day the Indian chiefs letting out in the

ftage-boat for New York, after they were gone, the

meffengers refuted to perform the fervice they had
undertaken, and the day following, the governor, in

confequence of fome intelligence received from the

governor of New York, concluded to lend the meflen-

in his own name.

To prevent any mifreprefentations of our conduct,

.is well as to engage the friendlhip of gentlemen

from whom we hoped to receive more hearty afiiftance

than we had from thofe on whom we had hit!

vied, copies of the minutes of our conventions

with the Indians, and of their anfwers, were imme-
diately lent to the governor of New York and to

general Johnion, and an earned application lor their

affiftance, in engaging the Indians of the Six Nation;

to promote the reftoration of peace, with an off

• This was made by the IncTan chief, and the meflage to be

from them to the Dataware ,

cheerfully
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APPEK. cheerfully defraying the expenfe thereof. Governor
No. II. Hardy was fo kind as to fend fuch an anfwer., as evi-

lenfyiva-
c
J

ienced his hearty concern for the public welfare, and
L _

laid us under fenfible obligations ; and we never re-

1757. ceived the leaft hint from general Johnfon, of his dif-

approbation of any part of our conduct therein

:

"Under thefe circumftances, we had reafon to appre-

hend that our intention was approved of, and the ipee-

dy return of the meffengers with an agreeable anfwer,

confirmed us in a refolution to continue our endea-

vours to engage as many of our fellow fubjects as pof-

fible, to concur with us therein.

The mefTengers being fent the fecond time, on
their return brought with them the Indian kinir

Teedyufcung, and fome of his people to Eafton ; and
repeatedly informed us of the necefiity of our perfo-

nal attendance there, and manifefting thereby, and
• by contributing towards the expenfes of a fuitable

prefent, the fincerity of our profeffions of regard to

them, and they were not willing to go back to the

Indians without us.

We therefore being informed that governor Mor-
ris had refolved to meet them at Eafton, * that the

provincial treafury was exhaufted, and that the proprie-

taries agents refufed to contribute towards the necef-

fary expenfes, and appeared averfe to the promotion
of thefe pacific meafures 5 a confiderable number of us

thought it neceffary to enter into a fubicription, to-

wards raifing a fund to fupply the deficiency of what
ought in juftice to be contributed by the proprieta-

ries on this occafion, and a confiderable fum was im-

mediately fubferibed, and governor Morris informed

of our inclination to attend at the treaty, and to

make fome addition to the prefent provided at the

public expenfe. From the time of the fir ft mefTen-

gers arriving at Teaogon, the hoftilities on our nor-

thern frontiers ceafed, and a flop being put to the

cruel devaluations that had been committed, an accept-

able refpite was obtained for our diftreffed fellow fub-

* Thcvores of the afTembly prove it,

jecls,
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jects, which afforded us real pleafure and fatisfaction ; aPPEN,
fo that all the malicious calumnies and afperlions, No. II.

(which then were uttered) were not fufficient to di- "cnfylva-

vert us from the fteady profecution of our purpofe.
, _

Governor Morris being at Eafton fometime before us, 17 r«

immediately after our arrival there, fome of us waited

on him, to repeat our defires of promoting the public

intereft, and contributing any afLftance in our power,

in iuch manner as might be moft agreeable to him;
he received us civilly, and exprelied his approbation

of our defign. At the governor's lodgings we firft faw

Teedyufcung the Delaware chief, to whom we were
before utterly ftrangers ; on our coming in, he im-

mediately expreffed his regard for and confidence

in the Quakers, and declared, he would not proceed

to any bulinefs, unlefs we were prefent ; * and confirm-

ed it fo evidently by his fubfequent conduct at that

and the enfuing treaty, that we could not without an
unjuftifiable neglect of our duty, decline contributing

our utmoft endeavours to improve this difpofition, to

the intereft of our country, fo far as we might be
able to do it, confident with our refpective ftations in

life.

Governor Morris was afterwards pleafed to accept

of the prefent provided by us, and to deliver it in our
name to the Indians.

After the conclufion of this treaty, governor Mor-
ris thought it neceffary, to fend captain Newcaftle on
a meffage to the Indians at or near fort Johnfon :

but before he was fet out, governor Denny arrived,

and fucceeded in the government of this province,

and we always apprehended, that in his name, and by
his authority, captain Newcaftle went on tnat meffage,

as we never interfered therein in any manner what-
ever, and were not informed the particular bufinefs he
was charged with. On captain Newcaflle's return,

we found by converting with him, he had given

fome offence to general Johnfon, and we have iince

* 1 his w.is in the l.earinj of governor Morris.

had
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AP PEN. had caule to apprehend * that Tome gentlemen in
No. II. higher fiations, have been informed, that we had
Feniy va- fent t^v^^o^^ cn j.^^ mefi*age, ancj p-iven him mat-

t _ '.
.
ters in charge, to be privately tranfacted with: the

1757, Indians, after it was known to us, that the king had
by a fpecial cominiffion authorized fir William John-
fon, to negociate all matters of a public concern with

them ; but as we had not given any occaiion for fuch

a charge, nor were any way concerned in fending

that meffage, it affords us a particular pleafure, th;>t

the governor has given us fo favourable an oppor-

tunity of clearing ourlelves from this unjuft cenlure,

and we hope that this ingenuous account of our con-

duel, in the courle of this bufinefs before the governor's

arrival, will fully evince that we proceeded therein on
juft motives, and with the regard due from us to the

governor of this province.

It is well known to the governor that on his arrival

here, fome of us waited on him, and one of us ai-

fured him, of cur iincere deiire to proceed in contri-

buting our afiiffance towards the restoration of peace,

in a manner moll: agreeable to him, and coniiftent

with our characters and ffcations. He was then pleaf-

ed to declare his approbation of our purpofe ; and
when we waited on him with our addrefs before the

fecond treaty at Ealton, the governor by his anfwer,
-J-

declared his approbation of our proceedings, and his

teiig willing to receive the prefent we prepared, and

invited us to attend the treaty : we had reaibn to con-

clude, that our conduct there had given the gover-

nor no occaiion of offence, as after the bufinefs Was

finiihed, on our acknowledging his integrity and can-

dour in the public tranlaftions there, J he gave us

* From the account given by general Johnfon to the enrl of

Loudoun of this journey of Newcaille's, it is thought the earl

was induced to exprefe hmifelf in the manner governor Denny
has published in bis late melTages tp the afltmbly.

T 1 his anfwer was in writing.

i He thanked us for our company, and faid he was glad we
were there, and that his conduct was iatisfactory t;> us, and
fhould endeavour to aCT: fo upon all cccauor.s, as 10 deferve our

etiecm, &c.

fuch
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prefled his being well pleaf-
4\p

cd with 1 try and provincial intcrpre- No II.

t r\i\ -ill appro- Pen fy
lva *

nd the latter fully testified ,

we bad thereby evidently promoted the public ._.-

:i iuitrum.nt.il in bringing the bull-

, r towards the delired i

••.1 that time till the late treaty at Lancafter, we
know of no part of our which could dif-

vernorj unlefa our application to the (l-

f an uifpecYion ot the records in his office

had that a thai fhouid be the
intention and manner of that applica-

tion be mifreprefented by any of the proprietaries

id others with them in the tneafures

which tntributed to the prefent unhappy cir-

cumil tins province, we think it necdSary t;>

aor, that this province was fettled

on terms very different from moll of the oilier co!o-

i th men of fuiv.tance and
ition, who purchased the lands of the proprietor,

and his heirs by an expreis

io their original deeds "to clear
41 thi n all titles, claims or demands of the
*' Indian nati oth ribns whatibever }**

to pay an annual quit-rent, more than

the Indians, and ob-

land ; and during
irietor and the firfl fettlers,

Fully performed, and Co 1

remained towards 1 further pur-
•

- th 1 a rj

I ation and
purchasing the land of the

' ;ht in it, will be ever con-

1 -u.

nor by
Indians

;
'.

) " put his

fiic-
''

1 neither

" lir
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APPEN." fir William Johnfon nor the Six Nations could

p
N

°-

j

1
- " do.") From that time it was generally known,

e

'iiia.

Va
* t ^iat one cau ê °f tne alienation of their friendihip,

»-i was fome injustice they had received or fuppofed to

1757. be done them in the purchafes and running out of
their lands. They complained of divers kinds of
frauds, which had been committed, repeatedly urged
that an impartial enquiry lhould be made into the

grounds of their complaints, by fearching all our re-

cords, and by the ftrong motives of a regard to our
temporal and eternal intereft, urged the governor to

give liberty to all perfons and friends, to iearch into

thofe matters. Thus we thought ourfelves under the

ftrongeft obligations, to make all the enquiry in our
power, into the true ftate of the Indian claims, whe-
ther or not fuch care had been taken to purchafe

and pay them for the lands, as the proprietaries

agents had conftantly afferted. The right of many of

us who hold large tracts of land under the firft let-

tiers, the governor's repeated declarations, both in

public and private, that thofe matters lhould be honeft-

ly and fully enquired into, and the Indians injuncti-

ons, that this mould be done not only by the perfons

thus complained of, or their agents, but by others

likewife interested therein, united in engaging our

particular attention, and gave us a reafonable profpect

of meeting with the governor's approbation ; and
though the fecretary refufed to permit us to pro-

ceed therein, by inspecting the records in his office,

we ftill had caufe to think our farther application, to

the neceffary and important concern of regaining

peace, was not contrary to the governor's inclination,

as on our informing him of our intention to attend

the treaty at Lancaster, and our willingnefs to contri-

bute towards the expenfes of the prefent to be given

to the Indians there, the governor with the utmoft

readinefs expreffed his approbation of our propofal

;

and we are not confcious of having at that treaty or

iince, given the leaft occalion for the alteration of

his conduct towards us j which from the anfwer now
received,
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received, and the converfatlon confequent thereon, we a P PEN.
have occafion to obierve. Isio

-

|

J -

V^e have no views inconfiftent with the honour of
e

„^
va

our gracious king, and the intereft of our country, w^__ ,

both which we fincerely endeavour to promote; we 17c 7.

have heartily deftred that people of every denomina-

tion in the province, would unite in the fame good

purpofe, and particularly in this bufmefs, that the

fame harmony and good underftanding, which fub-

fifted between the firft fettlers of the province and
the natives, might be revived and maintained, and
Ave have happily fucceeded with feveral religious fo-

cieties, who have raifed funds, and are ready

to apply them towards reftoring peace : and if the

complaints of the Indians appear to be juft, and the

proprietaries and their agents mould refufe to make
them fuch fatisfaction as in juftice they ought to

have, rather than the lives of our fellow fubjects

ihould be facrificed, their properties deftroyed, and fo

large a part of the king's dominions laid wafte, they

will freely join with us, in contributing towards the

fatisfying fuch juft claims of the Indians, or at leaft to

pacify them, till the immediate authority of the king,

of whofe juftice and paternal care we have not the

leaft doubt, can be interpofed, and juftice, equity,

and mercy be again reftored and maintained amongft
us.

And if we are now fo happy, as to convince the

governor of the integrity of our intentions and con-
duel:, we fhall have reafon to hope, he will concur
with us, in taking the firft opportunity of convincing

the nobleman he has named, that it muft be from
fome unjuft reprefentations, that he was induced to

think, " we had prefumed to treat with foreign
" princes, or by afting as mediators, between the
" government and an independent people, invaded
" the king's prerogative royal." We apprehend our
duty to God and the king, have engaged us in this

buiinefs and fome of the good effects thereof have al-

ready appeared; we therefore now again offer the

governor,
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AP PEN. governor, to contribute fomething conquerable to-

p!°f
[*' AVar^s the prefent, neceffiary to be made to the Indians

ma. at t ^ie en »;j ing treaty, and by our perfonal attendance

, . -i _ ' to improve the confidence and good opinion thefe

1757. people have of us, to the public benefit.

Should the governor perfift in refilling to accept

our prefent ; we allure him, we ihall not by any part

of our conduct, give any juft occafion to charge us with
a difrefpectful conduct towards him, and we defire

our attendance at the treaty may not be confidered as

iuch. The bufinels to be tranfacted there, is of fo

much confequence to the lives, liberties, and proper-

ties of the people of this province, that mould we
omit to attend there, and depend on the governor

and the king's agent, receiving all their information

on this important occafion, from the proprietaries

agents and others, who have for fome years paft been

concerned in the tranfacting Indian affairs, we ihould

be deficient of our duty as chriftians and Englifhmen,

denominations we hold more dear to us, than any

other titles or appellations whatfoever.

Signed on behalf and by appointment of the laid

truftees and treasurer, by

Philadelphia, 14th "1 • Agel James, Clerk.

of leventh month, >

ibl-

The next day after the delivery of the foregoing acl-

drels to the governor, the fame committee who pre-

lected it, waited on him by direction to inform him

of their intention to print it, and requefted the gover-

nor to acquaint them, whether he had any objections

to their alio printing his anfwer to their firft verbal

application to him ; about three hours after, he lent

them the two following anfwers.

Philadelphia,
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Philadelphia, 15th July, 1757, APPEN.
12 o'Clock. No. [I.

Penfylva-

(
CoPy) v____;

Gentlemen,

As you know I am defired and moft ftriclly enjoin-

ed not to fuffer any particular body or fociety to con-

cern themfelves in treaties with Indians, or on any

pretence to give prefents to them, it is out cf my
power to permit your prefents to be given. I fhall

once more repeat my advice ;
you would do well to

decline appearing at the enfuing treaty in a body

;

your attendance at treaties as a diftin£t fociety, hav-

ing given great offence to the rniniftry.

William Denny.
To Mr. Ifrael Pemberton,

and the other Gentlemen.

Philadelohia, 15th July, 1757,
2 O'Clock.

(Copy)

Gentlemen,

Your addrefs, in fome parts of it, which relate to

tranfactions that have palled fince my adminiftration,

mifreprefents feveral important fails, and contains

fome reflection on the conduct of the proprietaries,

and their agents here, in managing the affairs of the

Indians, which I hope will be found to be without

the leaft foundation. I cannot therefore conceive it

feafonable, or proper at this time, for you to print it

;

elpecially when it is confidered, that the publifhing

it may tend to inflame the minds of the Indians,

and obftruct the bufinefs of the enfuing treaty at

ll.il on, where the complaints made bv them will be

fully
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A PP EN. fully and impartially heard, and I hope finally ac-

No. II. commodated.
Penfylva-

t

ma
'

,

William Denny.

x

-'
n To Mr. Ifrael Pemberton,

and the other Gentlemen.

On confideration of which they fent him the fol-

lowing addrefs.

May it pleafe the governor,

Nothing lefs than a regard to the public intereft

would engage us to decline fully complying with the

governor's advice, not to attend the eniuing Indian

treaty ; though we have reafon to believe the proprie-

taries inftructions to the governor on this occahon are

grounded on fome falie and unjuft informations fent

from hence.

Our application this day was to defire the governor

would be fo kind as to inform us, whether he had any

objections to our printing his anfwer, in which the

earl of Halifax is faid to have called the Indians " fo-

" reign princes and an independent people," but the

anfwer the governor has now been pleafed to fend us

relates folely to our addrefs ; as it is contrary to our

intention—to mifreprefent any tranfaction before

or fince the governor's adminittration •, we fhall el-

teem it a favour to have thofe parts pointed out

;

which the governor thinks in any refpect excep-

tionable.

What we have faid concerning the proprietaries

and their agents is grounded on the public records

The governor's rehiring to confent to accept of

our contribution, or our offer of attending the treary has

given much encouragement to the adverfaries of the

peace of the province, to repeat their malevolent af-

f ertions and calumnies againft us ; but to manifeft our

regard to the public intereft, to be greater than to

our private characters ; we fliall for a few days fui-

pend the printing of our addrefs, that there may be

no
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no poffibility of charging us by the publication «* with AP PEN.
u inflaming; the minds of the Indians." J^ ;!

1,
D Penfylva-

nia.
Signed by appointment, and on behalf of the truf- _ ^

j

tees and treafurer of the friendly affociation for 1757.
regaining and preferving peace with the Indians by
pacific meafures.

15th of 7th month, Abel James, Clerk.

*757-

APPENDIX, No. III.

Abjlrafi from the Report of the Committee of
Council, appointed to enquire into the Complaints

of the Indians at the Treaty at Eafion, the

8th of November, 1756.

To William Denny, Efq. Lieutenant Governor, &c. 1756.

of the Province of Penfylvania, and Counties of

New-Caftle, Ivent and SuiTex on Delaware.

Upon the whole it is very evident to us ; and fo

we prefume it muft appear to all unprejudiced per-

fons, that there is not the leaft fhadow of foundation

for any part of the complaint made by Teedyufcung,
on behalf of the Indians againft the proprietaries, we
muft therefore attribute his exhibiting that groundlefs

and falfe charge againft them to fome undue influ-

ence, or to the difficulty he was under to invent any-

other plauiible pretext for the cruel murders and hor-

rid devaftations committed by them on our back in-

habitants, and for their bafe ungrateful breach of

faith, and the many treaties made, and fo folemnly

and frequently renewed with us, even fo lately as the

fpring before they committed thofe fhocking murders
and cruelties on our borders : and we cannot but

think that, inftead of this falfe caufe which Teedyuf-

cung has thought fit to affign for their taking part

with the enemy againft us, he might with greater

Vol. IV. M m truth
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A P PEN. truth have mentioned that, of our refining, or ne-
No. III. gle&ing (though fo frequently and earneftly requeft-
Penfylva-

ec^ to Q ffer them protection, and give them the

. hatchet, and to join, and go out with them againft

i 7 -o. the French, as we have before obferved; but the

people who have fince that time appeared fo inde-

fatigably induftrious to engrofs all the management
of the Indians to themfelves (in which your honour
muft be fenfible as well as we, they have .but too well

fucceeded) were chiefly the fame who made up a great

majority of the afTembly, at the time when the houfe

from their avowed religious principles, or from what
other motives they beft know, refufed, or declined

to concur with the governor in giving the hatchet to,

and joining with thofe Indians againft the enemy

:

and as they cannot but be confcious, that they juftly

deferve, and muft have incurred great blame on that

account, if the Indians fhould have given that for

the reafon of their joining with the French againft us:

we are better able to account for thefe people being

fo numerous at all the late Indian treaties, and upon
all occafions fo very forward and anxious to ingratiate

themfelves with the Indians, and for Teedyufcung's

choofing to offer thefe imaginary reafons for his quar-

rel with us, rather than the true one.

We are, Sir,

Your moft humble Servants,

Lynford Lardner, &c.

HISTORY
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BOOK VII.

From the beginning of the prefent Reign
to the Year 1764.

CHAP. I.

George III. fucceeds to the Throne.—Addrcfs to

him.—Addrefs to thePrincefs Dowager of Wales.

-—Francis Hart is profecuted by Mary Jerom

for reading a Tefimony of Denial.—Addrefs

on the Peace.—Account of John Goodwin.

VJTEORGE II. was fucceeded by his grand- chap.
fori George III. our prefent fovereign, ion to^^J^^^
Frederick, late prince of Wales, who died in i

7
6o.

the year 1751, greatly and generally lamented,

as he was generally beloved. Addrefles to

the young king, being fent up from all quarters,

the people called Quakers in London, alfo drew
up, and appointed a deputation to wait upon
the king with the following addrefs.

M m 2 To
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c h a p.To George III. King of Great Britain and the
.

,
Dominions thereunto belonging.

176c.

The humble Addrefs of his Proteftant Subjects

the People called Quakers.

May it pleafe the 'King,

* Deeply affected with the fudden and for-

' rowful event, that leads our fellow-fubjects
1 with condolence to the throne, we beg leave
' to exprefs the fympathy we feel on this
c occafion.

* Juftly fenfible of the favour and protection
( we have enjoyed during the late mild and
* happy reign, and imprefled with the warmeft
* fentiments of duty and gratitude 10 our de~
' ceafed ibvereign, we pay this tribute of unaf-
' fcdled grief to the memory of the father and
c friend of his. people.

' We have abundant reafon to acknowledge
' the goodnefs of Almighty God, for continuing
* to this period a life of fuch importance to the

* welfare of thefe kingdoms; a period when we
' behold a prince endowed with qualities that

* add luftre to a crown, formed by tuition and
' example to protect the liberties of his people,
* afcending the Britifh throne; and in the ear-
1

lieft acts of power, giving the moll ample de-
' mon ftration of his royal regard for piety and
e virtue.

1 Ever faithful and zealoufly affected to thy
' illuftrious houfe, though differing in fen-

* timents and conduct from others of our fellow-

' fubjects, we embrace this opportunity to crave
c thy indulgence and protection, and beg leave

< to
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1
to allure the kingMhat our difTent proceeds c h a p.

* not from a contumacious difregard to the
L ^

l

\ ^
' laws, to cuftom or authority, but from motives ,

75q
' to us purely coufcientious.

c The fame religious principles that produce
' this difTent, we truft, through divine afiiftance,

* will continue to engage us as it always hath
1 done fince we were a people, to exert what-
* ever influence we may be poffeffed of in pro-
* moting the fear of God, the honour of the
' king, and the profperity of his fubjecls.

c May the Almighty blefs thy endeavours to

' put' a Hop to the effufion of blood, and render
c thee the happy inftrument of reftoring peace
< and tranquillity.

' May facred and unerring wifdom be thy
* guide, adorn thee with every virtue, and
* crown thee with every bleffing ; that future
i ages may commemorate the happinefs of thy
' reign with grateful admiration.

Signed on behalf of the faid people in

London, the ift of 12th month, 1760, by 220
friends.

The Anfwer.

c This dutiful and loyal addrefs is very ac~
c ceptable to me, and you may depend on my
* protection.'

They alfo prefented an addrefs to his mother,

the princefs of Wales, viz.

May it pleafe the Princefs Dowager of Wales.

f We the people called Quakers, beg leave

f to teilify our grief for the lofs we have fuftain-

< ed
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CHAP.' ed by the deceafe of oug late gracious fove-

._ '_
i

c reign ; duty as well as gratitude for the fa-

1760.
c vours we enjoyed during his long and happy
e reign, claim our unfeigned regard to his me-
c mory, and to every part of the royal family
' our moft grateful attachment.

f As the afflictions that befal them very deep-
c ly affect us, fo we mare in the bleffings they
e enjoy, and we fmcerely rejoice at the happy
* accelfion of thy fon, our fovereign, to the
' throne of thele kingdoms.

* The noble proofs he has already given of
e great and illuftrious qualities, fufficiently point
' out how much we are indebted to a mother's
c early care in his education.

c It will we truft, be our conftant endeavour
c to manifeft our dutiful affection to the prin-
c

cefs, and our cheerful obedience and fidelity
e to the king, by a conduct becoming our religi-

' ous profeffion. May the Almighty pour
' down his choiceft blellings on every branch
c of the royal family; may they be regarded
* as the ornaments of the prelent age, and as
e examples of virtue in fucceeding generations.'

To which fhe returned an anfwer, as nearly

as can be recollected, as follows.

' I am much obliged to you for your kind
c attention to me and my family.'

i 76i. A cafe occurs in this year, whereby the vali-

Francis dity of the discipline of this fociety was brought

fecurcfby to a lcga* tr*alj an occurrence of which I know
Mary nootherinftar.ee, Mary Jerom, a youngwoman
jero:n.

of Nottingham, who had been educated by her

parents
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parents in this fociety, and by them left in pof- chap.
ieflion of a confider^le property, having been

, _
L

in various parts of her conduct, very inconfift-
, 7c.

ent with a life of felf-denial, and the religious

principles of this people, and for fometime moftly

neglected the attendance of the meetingsof di-

vine worfhip; and as wrong conduct is fre-

quently attended with or productive of errone-

ous fentiment, (he had alio imbibed erroneous

notions, contrary to fcripture doctrine ; where-

fore her conduct came under the cognizance of

friends of Nottingham monthly meeting. Ac-

cording to the falutary difcipline of the fociety,

they appointed friends to pay her religious vifits,

to ufe endeavours in gofpel love to inform and

reclaim her; but (he feems to have been lifted

up in her mind above the reception of advice.

The labour of love extended to her proved in-

effectual, me rejected their admonition, and per-

fifted in the fame line of condua, and juftified

herfelf therein. The meeting therefore, after a

deliberate confideration of the cafe in all its

circumftances, thought it neceffary to bear a tes-

timony of their diiunity with her faid fenti-

ments and conduct ; which being drawn up, ap-

proved and authenticated, was ordered to be

publifhed in the cuftomary way. It was accord-

ingly read after the time of worfhip in the meet-

ing-houfe of Nottingham, by Francis Hart,

clerk of the monthly meeting, and a copy there-

of handed to her a few days after.

The high fpirit of this female was fo mortified

and provoked by this act of difcipline, that in-

ftead of refleaing on her own conduct, which

had made it neceffary to preferve confiftency,

and prevent confuhon in the fociety; depending

upon
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c h a p.upon her abundance, (he formed a refolution to

l
' obtain fatisfac~lion, as far as money could
""^

effect it.

Firft, upon an affidavit of the publication

thereof by Francis Hart, by reading the fame,
ccc. fhe moved the court of King's Bench
for an information againft him for a libel,

but the court, looking upon it as a cafe

by no means proper for fuch a profecution,

afked the counfellor who moved ir, if he was
really in earneft, and upon his affirmative reply,

rejected the motion, and refilled to grant a

rule even to fhew caufe.

Although difappoinled in this firft application

the faid Mary Jerom defifted not from profeeut-

ing her purpofe. For on the 12th of 3d month,

1762, fhe preferred, an indictment for a libel

againft Francis Hart, at the alhzes at Notting-

ham, grounded on the publication of the faid

paper in the manner above ftated, and having

prevailed with the grand jury to find the bill,

to which Hart pleaded not guilty, the caufe was
tried at Nottingham the 30th of 3d month,

1762, before judge Clive, when it was infilled

by Francis Hart's council, that the paper in

queftion was not a libel, (according to the legal

definition of a libel laid down in Hawke) being
only an ordinary and ufual aft of church difcip-

line, according to the rules of the religious fo-

ciety to which the faid Mary Jerom the profe-

cutrix had belonged, and that what was called

a publication of it, was nothing more than a

compliance with the faid rules, without any
malice in Francis Hart towards the profecutrix,

or intent to blacken her reputation or expofe

her to public hatred, contempt or ridicule.

And the judge in his charge to the jury declar-

ed
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ed as his opinion, that the paper in queflion chap.
(notwithstanding the endeavours ufed in fram- L

ing the indictment to extract fcandal out of it, r g2>

by means of forced conft ructions, with a view to

make it a libel ) did not really contain fuch fcandal,

nor did it, under the circumftances in which it

appeared to the court, amount to a libel.

Notwithstanding which, the jury after going

out of court, and deliberating about three hours

upon the matter, brought in their verdict, find-

ing the defendant guilty, contrary to the gene-

ral expectation of thofe who were prefent at the

trial, who from the judge's charge to the jury

were perfuaded that he would have been ac-

quitted.

Neither could the judge forbear exprefling

his furprize when the jury returned him their

verdict (which was at his lodgings, the court

being adjourned) and to fhew them that he dif-

fered in lentiment with them, he told them he
would take care the fine fhould be very fmall.

Francis Hart finding himfelf greatly aggrieved

by this verdict, did, by advice of his counfel

on the 10th of nth month, 1762, move the

court of King's Bench for a new trial. On
hearing the nature of the caufe opened by his

counfel which was confirmed by the judge, who
tried the caufe, who added his difiatisfaction

at the verdict found by the jury, the court or-

dered the profecutrix's counfel, ferjeant Hewit,
if he had any caufe to fhew again ft the motion
he mould urge it then, for that they would not
give fo much countenance to the profecution, as

to make a rule to fhew caufe ; and accordingly

the court made an abfolute rule for a new trial.

Immediately upon which ferjeant Hewit came
out
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chap, out of the court, and told two friends then pre-
* fent, that if the plaintiff would be advifed by

~[-6
2

^im, ^e would take care the defendant or his

friends fhould have no further trouble ; and, as

far as appears, there was no further procedure

in the matter.

The injudicious and illegal verdict of the

Nottingham jury in this cafe might have been
productive of very troublefome confequences to

the fociety, if Francis Hart and his friends had
quietly fubmitied under it. But the judgment
of the King's Bench both before and after the

trial, exhibiting a clear evidence that in the

concurring opinion of the juftices of that court,

the writing in queftion, under its circumftances,

was not a libel ; but as this fociety was legally

tolerated, and as every orderly fociety civil or

religious muft have fome common principles

and rules of conduct, as external marks of dif-

crimination between thofe who are members
and thofe who are not, the fimple declaration

that any perfon for the caufes fpecified had for-

feited his or her memberfhip therein was not only

no libel, but requifite to the well ordering of any
fociety. This judgment of the principals of the

law prevented this high fpirited woman from
carrying her refentrrrent to the length fhe de-

iigned, to oblige the monthly meeting of Not-

. tingham to erafe all their proceedings in her

cale. Her counsellor, mort probably, had in-

formed her that in cafe of a new trial it would
be likely to go againft her, and if fhe did not

give up the caufe, it muft go on.

The fnal termination of this affair did not

only releafe this innocent and worthy man from

farther trouble and perplexity j but bad a bene-

ficial
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ficial tendency to difcourage fome others from chap.
iimilar proceedings. l

'

t

The nation had been for feveral years en-
t-6%.

gaged in a war with France, which was not yet

terminated, when the prefent king afcended the

throne, but was carried on for a year or two
longer againft France and Spain in conjunction.

It was at laft terminated by a treaty of peace

concluded at Paris, the 10th of 2d month, 1763.
In confequence whereof friends at their enfuing

yearly meeting thought it expedient to prefent

an addrefs to the king, and appointed a com-
mittee to draw one up, which being done, was
prefented to the king by a deputation of faid

meeting, and read by John Fothergill, who in-

troduced it with the following preface.

" I think myfelf happy in being appointed
" once more to convey the fentiments of the
" people called Quakers to the king, and at

£C the fame time to have it in my power to ac-

" quaint him, that the addrefs which I beg
" leave to oifer to the king, was propofed and
" folemnly and unanimouily agreed to in a
" very large affembly of the aforeiaid people

;

" the only difficulty attending it being the choice
" of terms fufficiently ftrong, in which to ex-
" prefs our duty and affeclion."

To George III. King of Great Britain and the

Dominions thereunto belonging.

The humble Addrefs of his Proteftant Subjects

the People called Quakers.

May it pleafe the King,

f Being met in this our annual affembly from
* various parts of Great Britain and Ireland,
f for the worfhip of Almighty God, and the

promotion
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promotion of piety and virtue, we embrace
the opportunity which the reftoration of peace
affords us, to tefcify our affection to thy royal

perfon and family, and our dutiful fubmiffiou

to thy government.
1 To a people profeffing that the ufe of arms
is to them unlawful; a people who reverence

the glorious gofpel declaration of good will to

men, and fervently with for the univerfal

eftablifhment of peace, its return muft be
highly acceptable.

' To flop the effufion of blood, to eafe the

burden of thy people, and terminate the cala-

mi, ies that affect fo large a part of the globe,

we are perfuaded were thy motives to effect

the prcfent pacification; motives fo juft in

themfelves, fo full of benevolence and humi-
lity, demand our united and cordial appro-

bation.
1 May the fovereign of the univerfe, who
created all nations of one blood, difpofe the

minds of princes by fuch examples, to learn

other means of reconciling their jarring inter-

efts and contentions, than by the ruin of coun-

tries and deffrudlion of mankind.
c The proofs we have received of thy royal

condefcenfion and indulgence, the lafliug im-

preffions of gratitude to the memory of the

kings of thy illuflrious houfe, fill our hearts at

this time with the warmeft fentiments of affec-

tion and duty.
c Strongly impreffed by fuch fentiments we
return to our refpe6ive habitations, with full

purpofe to cultivate as much as in us lies, a

fpirit of harmony and concord, fo effentially

neceifary to the dignity of the crown and hap-

pinefs of the fubjecl. May God, the fource
< of
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c of every bleffing, the fountain of every excel- c hap.
' lence, ever gracioufly direct thy iteps and

i J-

' preierve thee long to rule over thy extenfive ,-ga,
f dominions, with that wifdom, moderation and
' equity, which effectually fecure to princes
c the cheerful obedience of their people, and
* tranfmit their names with deferved honour to

' pofterity.'

To which the king was pleafed to return the

following anfwer.

c Thefe repeated affurances of your affection

' to my psrfon and family, and of your duty to

* my government, are agreeable to me and can-

' not fail to infure to you the continuance of
' my protection.

'

In the year 1763, died John Goodwin ofAccount of

Efkyrgoch in Montgomeryfhire, North Wales, John

a man of a low ftation in the world, yet an emi- °° wnv"

nent minifter of the gofpel, being inftrumental

to turn many from darknefs to light, and from
the power of fatan to the power of God ; fo

that he might well be numbered among the

valiants of Ifrael, and has juftly been efteemed

one of the principal worthies of our age.

His father and mother were both convinced
of truth about the fame time, and received it in

the love of it. At that time his father was
clerk to the parifh and mailer of the free-fchool

thereof- but upon his joining with friends, and
giving up faithfully to divine conviction, he was
turned out of both thefe places, and obliged to

have recourfe to hard labour, wherein his

mother heartily joined ; but John, their eldefl

child,
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* chap, child, then well grown toward the ftate of a
1 youth, not understanding their cafe, thought

,763 them fools to turn Quakers, and refolved he
would not be like them in that; nor did they

offer any compulfion to him therein. But their

prayers, put up to the Lord for him, were mani-

feftly anfwered, and they had in their fon the

comfort they delired. At this time friends

were grown numerous in Wales ; but foon after,

by the encouragement given by William Penn,

moft of the friends in fome parts of that princi-

pality removed and fettled in Penfylvania, and
amongft the reft John's father and mother,

with moft of their children. From inclination,

he would have removed with them; but a

higher power directed his ftay in his native

land; and to that he gave up father and mo-
ther and every thing. This account of John
Goodwin is principally taken from the writings

of a friend lately deceafed *, who received it

from his own mouth. The great favours of

the Lord to him, he recounted to the following

purport,
" When the Lord pointed out poor Wales

" as a field of labour for me, he promifed that

" if I was faithful to him in it, he would be
<c with me and favour me therein; and now I

" have in my heart a teftimony for him in my
cc old age, that he hath abundantly made good
Ci his promife to me, both outwardly and in-

« wardly, far beyond what at that day I could
iC have ever expected."

In his early days he lived and maintained

his wife and family by the labour of his hands,

on

* See the life of James Gough,
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on a farm of four pounds a year ; but at length chap.
was enabled to purchafe it, and fo improved '• •

it, as that it became worth fix pounds a year. 1*63.

The firft journey he travelled in the miniftry,

he had then got of clear money about forty

{hillings ; -and he was free to fpend it (if there

was occafion) in the Lord's fervice, know-
ing that he could enable him to get more.

When he firft began to entertain travelling

friends, he had but one bed, which he left to

them, he and his wife taking up their lodging in

the liable.

He filled up the feveral duties of life with

good repute, being an affectionate hufband, a

tender lather and a good neighbour. He was
of an upright life and converiation, a fervent

lover of the caufe of truth, and zealous for the

fupport of its teftimony in all its branches.

He continued frefh and lively to old age, and
about three weeks before his deceafe, at the laft

public meeting which he attended, he was ena-

bled to bear a teftimony in the life and power
of truth, in a very remarkable manner, and
after meeting faid, " He was fully clear of the
* c people, and releafed from that fervice;"

fignifying, " his time here was near a conclu-
" fion, and that now after a painful affliction, he
" mould foon be at reft with the righteous, for
* c which he longed," yet laid, " Let patience
" have its perfect work."

During his illnefs he appeared to be in an

heavenly frame of mind, abounding with praifes

to God for his continued mercies, often expref-

fing fe How valuable is the enjoyment of the
" love of God on a dying bed." He defired

his love might be remembered to his brethren

and lifters in Chrift, being fenfible and clear in

his
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c h a p. his underftanding to the laft hour, lie quietly
'•

|

departed this life, as one falling into a deep

1^63. fleep, the 7th of 12th month, 1763, aged 82
years.

" * The foregoing narrative of the life of
" this worthy elder may convey profitable in-

" ftrudtion to every clafs of readers whether of
" high or low degree. To the former a leiTon

" of inftruclion how humbly thankful they
cc ought to be to the gracious Giver of all good
" things for his extenftve bounty to them, when
" they confider this truly good man, in circum-
" fiances, which we mould reckon mean in-

" deed, and a manner of living fuitable to his

" circumftances, bearing a lively and grateful tef-

" ftimony to the goodnefs, mercy and truth of
" the Lord in his gracious dealings with him.
" Alfo when he dedicates his little all (in faith)

" to his Lord's fervice, doth he not in the filent

" and reaching language of example, convey this

" intelligence to thy foul, who art blefTed with
" abundance ? Go thou and do likewife ; ho-
" nour the Lord with thy fubftance, and the
" firft fruits of thine encreafe; love mercy, and
" walk humbly with thy God ; deeply ponder-
" ing in thy heart, how much oweft thou to the

" Lord?
" And thofe of low circumftances from

" hence may learn, that happinefs is not con-

** fined to any particular ftation of life; but is

" the refult of obferving the law of God in the
cc inward parts, being (as it prefcribes) content

" with the things which we have, not minding
" high things, but reducing our defires to the
fC level of our ftation in life, that lb we may fill

" it

* Life of James Gough.
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"
it with propriety. If we thus walk by the chap.

'* unerring rule of truth, though we be eiieem- J -

" ed poor in this world, we fhall be rich in T-7677
" faith, and, with this good man, enjoy, in the
" obfcurity of the humble cottage wThat palaces
f< too feldom afford, folid contenr, the confola-
" tion of a confeience void of offence, and in
" reward of well doing, the peace of God that
" paffeth the underitandings of men. The
" molt fplendid and exteniive earthly pofTef-
" fions, when laid in the balance againlt du-
" rable pofTeilions like thefe, are indeed as no-
" thing and lighter than vanity,"

Vol. IV. N n CHAP.
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CHAP. II.

PENSYLVANIA.
A Spirit of Enmity remains in Penfylvania.—

Account of the Indians at Conefogoe.—Tkefe

Indians addrefs the Governor.—Six of them are

murdered in their Huts.—Proclamation is if-

fitedfor taking the Murderers.—Fourteen Indi-

ans are murdered in the Work-houfe at Lan-

cafier.—A fecond Proclamation.—Other friend-

ly Indians are removed to Philadelphia for Pro-

tection.—Further Mifchief is intended.— Gover-

nor confults the Inhabitants of the City.—Rioters

come within fix Miles of Philadelphia.—Gover-

nor fends j'ome to fpeak with them.—They deli-

ver a Remonflrance and return Home.—Ad-

drefs of the People called Quakers to the Governor.

IRELAND.
Death of the Author of this Hi/lory.—Teflimony

concerning the Author.

c ha p. J[ H E affaire of this fociety in England fur-

. nim few or no remarkable materials for hiftory

1-63. at this period of time; but in Penfylvania a
Spirit uf

jp} r } t f bitter enmity againft this people was
enmity '. . ', rr

. ~ . r r
remains ftill retained and diilemmated by a reftleis

in Penfyl- party, who, as hath been before remarked, had
for lbme time pall been endeavouring to raife

tumults in this ftate. The honeit endeavours

of friends to promote a reconciliation with the

Indians
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Indians and the fuccefs attending them, gave a c h a p.

new edge to the acrimony of their oppofers, IL

becaui'e theie meafures thwarted the views of^" 6
thefe men, who, without regard to the public

good or the principles of chriftianity, wifhed

the continuance of public difturbances to ad-

vance their private ends. A mutinous and
lawlefs fpirit was by them induftrioufly foment-

ed among ft the molt ignorant and ferocious inha-

bitants of the frontiers, whereby they were
inftigated to the commiflion of a crime of the

utmoft turpitude in itielf, and utterly deteftable

by all moderate and humane peribns, as a hein-

ous violation of the laws of chriftianity, morali-

ty and hofpitality.

* A fmall body of Indians, the remains

of a tribe of the fix nations, were fettled at

a place called Coneftogoe. On the fir ft ar- Account of

rival of the Englifh in Penfylvania, mefTen-^^ 5

gers from this tribe came to welcome them, togoe.

and brought them prefents of venifon, corn and
fkins ; and the whole tribe entered into a treaty

of friendmip with the firft proprietor William
Penn (as hath been noticed in its place.) This
treaty was to laft as long as the fun mould
mine, or the waters run in the rivers. The
treaty had been frequently renewed, and the

chain brightened, as they exprefs it, from time

to time. As their lands by degrees came moftly

into the hands of the white people by fuccei-

five purehafes, the proprietor afligned them
lands on the manor of Coneftogoe, to be re-

N n 2 tained

* Narrative of the late maiTacres in Lancafter of

a number of Indians, friends oi this province, printed

in 1764.
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c k a r. tained.for their own ufe and habitation. There

,
.
they lived many years in friendfhip with their

1763 European neighbours and their defcendants, by
whom they were regarded with affection for

their peaceful and iuotfenfive behaviour.

This tribe was greatly diminifhed in number
from the time when the European planters firlt

arrived in their neighbourhood. There re-

mained in their town no more than twenty per-

fons, viz. feven men, five women, and eight

children: This little fociety continued the cuf-

tom, which they had begun when they were
a mere numerous body, of addreffing every new
governor, and every defcendant of the firlt pro-

prietor, welcoming him to the province, aifur-

ing him of their fidelity, and requefting a con-

~ a tinuahce of that favour and protection, they had
Indians hitneno experienced. 1 hey had lent up an
addrefs the addrefs of the fame kind to the prefent gover-
2O V cthor JO

nor, John Penn, as he had lately fucceeded

William Denny in the government, who, I pre-

fume, might have religned the office, which

muft have become very uneafy to him, prefTed

on one hand by the apprehended exigences of

the ftate ; on the other, cramped by pro-

prietary inftruclions, ,and involved thereby in

difagreeable altercations with the aflembly, who
entertained a confirmed jealoufy of thefe inftruc-

tions and of the political views of the proprie-

tors to take advantage of the prefent difficult

and diftrefied circumltances of the province, to

wreft from them and their conflituents ibme of

their chartered privileges, and to invade their

conftitutionai rights.

The laft addrefs was but juft delivered, and

"the new governor fcarce fettled in his govern-

ment,
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merit, when on the 14th of 12th month, 1763, chap.
fifty-feven men from feme of the frontier fettle-

1L

talents, who had projected the deilructiou of j-g,.

this little community, came all well mounted,
and armed with muikets, hangers and hatchets

to Coneftogoe manor, having travelled through

the country in the night. There they furround-

ed the fmall village of Indian huts, and jult at

the dawn of day broke into them all at once. c . . .

, \ . Six of the

Omy two men tnree women and a young boy Indians

were found at home, the reft being abfent about aremur.

their lawful occafions. Thefe poor defencelefs t h cir huts.

creatures were immediately fired upon, ftabbed

and hatchetted to death. The good Shashses*

among the reft they cut to pieces in his bed

:

all of them were fcalped and otherwiie horribly

mangled ; their huts were fet on fire and molt of

them burned down. The affailins then rode

off, and in fmall parties, by different roads went
home.

The

* Shaehses (as defcribed in the narrative) was a very

old man, having aliiiied at the fecond treaty, held

with the Indians by William Penn, in 1701, and ever

fince continued a faithful and affectionate friend to the

Engliih, he is faid to have been an exceeding good
man, coniidering his education, being of a mo ft kind

and benevolent temper. It is faid that he being be-

fore told, that it was to be feared, that fome Engliih

might come from the frontiers into the country, and
murder him and his people, he replied, " It is impef-
" fible : there are Indians indeed in the woods, who
" would kill me and mine, if they couid get at us, for
«' my frien'dfhip to the Engliih; but the Engliih will
<c wrap me up in their match-coats, and fecure me
* ( from all danger." How lamentably was he mis-

taken !
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chap. The tidings of this barbarous tranfa&ion filled

H
- the neighbouring white people, who were not

^g abettors, with difmay and abhorrence. And
the lamentations of the younger Indians, when
they returned, and beheld the defolation and
the butchered half burned bodies of their mur-
dered parents and other relations, were exceflive

and affecting to the lait degree.

The magiilrates of Lancafter fent out to col-

lect the remaining Indians, brought them into

the town for their greater fecurity againft any
further attempts; took them by the hand, and
promifed them protection. They were all put

into the work-houfe, a llrong building, as the

place of grcateft fai'ety.

~, The aitonifhing news of this difmal and dif-
i he gover- z>

noriflues graceful cataftrophe foon reached Philadelphia;
aprocia- wnereilp0n a proclamation was iflued by the
mationfor -f r.

, . /

appre- governor, charging all judges, magistrates, orh-
hendmg qqys, civil and military, and all other liege fub-

derers. je£ls to make diligent fearch and inquiry after

the authors and perpetrators of the faid crime,

their abettors and accomplices, and to ufe all

pomble means to apprehend and fecure them in

fome of the public jails of the province, that

they might be brought to their trials, and be

proceeded againft according to law.

Too many of the inhabitants of the town and
county of Lancafter feeming rather to approve

than difcourage their fanguinary atchievement,

added audacious infolence to the wanton fero-

city of theie cruel men.. So that neither the

precaution of placing the Indians in a place of

fecurity, nor the proclamation iffued by the

governor intimidated them from profecuting

their wicked purpofe in defiance of all juftice,

rule
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rule and government. Having got intelligence chap.
that the remaining fourteen Indians were in the ^_J^_,
work-houfe of Lancafter, on the 27th of the ll6 ^

fame mouth, they entered that town (which is Fourteen

large and populous, containing leveral thoufand ^'
d

a

c

n

r

?

cd

inhabitants) fifty of them armed as beibre, clif- in the

mounting, went directly to the work-houfe, by
JJ
°

ê

"

at

force broke open the door, and barbaroufiy Lancafter.

murdered all the Indians confined there, on

their bended knees protelling their innocence

and attachment to the Engliih, and with up-

lifted hands imploring their lives ; unarmed

men; helplefs women, and innocent infants-

all murdered—in cold blood.

The rioters who committed this atrocious

deed, in violation of all laws, human and

divine, then mounted their horfes, huzza'd in

triumph, as if they had accomplished a laudable

exploit, and rode off—unmolefted. Although

a number of the king's foldiers were then in the

barracks there, whole officers declared they

were ready to aflift the magiftrates, if they had

been called upon, and, by their conduct after-

wards manifefted their willingnefs and ability to

do ib.

Upon this fecond maffacre, a fecond procla- I7 g4>

mation was iffued by the governor in the fol-

lowing terms.

" Whereas on the twenty-fecond day of De- a fecond

" cember laft, I iffued a proclamation for the gJJag^
<l apprehending and bringing to juflice, a num-
" ber of peribns, who in violation of the public

" faith, and in defiance of all law, had inhu-

" manly killed fix of the Indians who had
•'•' lived in Coneftogoe manor, for the courfe of

" many
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chap." many years, peaceably and inoffenfively, tin-
n

' " tier the protection of this government, on

1-64. " lands afiigned to them for their habitation;

" notwithstanding which, I have received infor*
cc mation that on the twenty-feventh of the fame
" month, a large party of armed men again af-
41 fembled and met together in a riotous and tu-

" multiious manner, in the county of Lan-
" caller, proceeded to the town of Lancaiter,
" where they violently broke open the work-
ic houfe, and butchered and put to death four-
*•' teen of the faid Coneftogoe Indians, men,
cc women and children, who had been taken
(i under the immediate care and protection of
" the magiltrates of the faid county, acd lodged
*? for their better fecurity in the faid work-
'* houfe; till thev mould be more effectually

" provided for by order of the government.
il And whereas common juilice loudly de-
iC mandSj and the iaws of the land (upon the
'-< prefervation of which not only the liberty

" and fecurity of every individual, but the be-
" ing of the government itfelf depend) require
cc that the above offenders mould be brought
" to condign punifhment ; I have therefore, by
<c and with the advice of the council, publifh-

" ed this proclamation, and do hereby ftrictly

" charge and command all judges, juitices,

" llieriffs, conftables, officers civ il and military,

" and all other his majefty's faithful and liege

" fubjects within this province, to make diligent

" fearch and inquiry after the authors and per-

" petrators of the faid laft mentioned offence,
*' their abettors and accomplices, and that they
" ufe all pomble means to apprehend and fe-

" cure them in fome of the public jails of
" this
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" this province, to be dealt with according to c h a p.

« law."
t

"•
__,

" And I do hereby further promife and en- \j6jl.
" gage that any perfon or perfons, who fhall

" apprehend and fecure, or caufe to be appre-
" headed and iecured any three of the ring-lead-
" ers of the faid party, and profecute them to
" conviclion, fhall have and receive for each,
" the public reward of two hundred pounds

;

" and any accomplice, not concerned in the
" immediate fhedding the blood of the faid
" Indians, who fhall make difcovery of any or
" either of the faid ring-leaders, and apprehend
" and profecute them to conviction, fhall, over
" and above the faid reward, have all the
" weight and influence of the government, for
<c obtaining his majeily's pardon for his of-
'* fence."

" Given under my hand and the great
" feal of the faid province, at Phi-
" ladelphia, the fecond day of
<l January, in the fourth year of
'.? his majefly's reign, and in the
<f year of our Lord, one thoufand
" feven hundred and fixty-fbur.

John Penn.

By his honour's command
Joseph Ship pen, junior, fee.

God fave the King.

Thefe proclamations produced no difcovery

;

the murderers and their partifans having given

out liich threatenings agamft thofe who difap-

proved
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chap, proved their proceedings, that the whole coun-
n - try feerned to be terrified, and not one durit

v difcover what he knew; even letters from
thence were unfigned, in which any diilike to

thefe mocking enormities was expreffed.

Neither doth it appear that proper meafures

were taken by the magistrates in that county for

the purpofe of difeovering the criminals. In-

deed whether it proceeded from fear or favour,

the conduct of thefe magistrates feems highly

reprehenfible ; to confine the poor creatures

under -promife of protection, and l'uffer them
to be butchered, as before their faces, in viola-

tion of their good faith ; and make no effort

either to give them the protection which they

had promifed, or to apprehend and bring to jus-

tice the perpetrators ; either of which one

might prefume they might have effected.

Having proceeded fo far with impunity, it en-

creafed their infolence ; filled with rage againft

all Indians, they feemed determined to deftroy

them in like manner, in defiance of the govern-

ment itfelf, they prevailed with others to join

them, with a view to encreafe the number of

offenders, fo much as to render it dangerous or

Saldly difficult to bring them to juftice. There yet

lndiaasare remained a number of friendly Indians, who had

pEia-
10

Put themfelves under the immediate protection

phia for of government, by whole orders they were
Proteaioa - removed to the city of 'Philadelphia, from the

plantations, on which molt of them had lived

many years under the care of the Moravians,

by whofe millenaries they had been brought

to the nrofeiiion of the christian religion with

them, and lived foberly and peaceably on the

fruit of their own labour and induftry.

From'
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From the intelligence received from time to c h a p.

time of the delign of the rioters to deftroy theie
iu

Indians in the barracks, it was refolved by , *<54
government to remove them, firft to the Pro-

vince-ifland, as a place of greater fafety ; and
afterwards to convey them out of the province,

and commit them to the immediate care of Sir

William Johnfon, the king's agent for Indian

affairs ; and the general at New York. They
were accordingly fent through the province of

New Jerfey as far as Amboy; but the gover-

nor of New York refufmg them admittance

into his province, they were foon after ordered

to return to Philadelphia, and general Gage
fending a number of foldiers for their protection

on their return, they were lodged in the barracks

under a guard.

The rioters enraged at their difappointment, purther
as foon as they heard of the return of the Indi*- mifchief is

ans, of which they received early intelligence
lntended*

from their accomplices in the city, aflembled

again in numbers. Accounts were received of
their proceedings, and breathing out threaten-

ings of executing their barbarous intentions, not

only againft the Indians, but all that defended
them, and particularly againft fome concerned
in government, as well as fundry private per-

fons.

On the 4th of the month, called February,

1764, the governor receiving information that

the rioters were on their march towards the

city, called the inhabitants together to confult

them upon fuch m^afures as he thought advif- X?7T
J ° r

ao;e for preventing the intended mifchief; num-with rhe

bers (hewed more readinefs than was expected
'" !iab: -

r 1 • i 1 r r 1
Unti '

to iupport bis authority, and to oppoie Inch a

daring
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chap, daring infuit offered to the government,. About
ll

- midnight fucceeding the following day, frelh

,~64
advice was received of their near approach,

and precautions being taken to prevent their

paifmg the ferries over the. river, and a very-

heavy rain having raifed the fords, retarded

their march. They came down to Germantown,
Ixiotcrs J

come with- about fix miles from Philadelphia, from whence
in

f
^"liles they fent their fpies into the city, to obierve

deiphia. the conduct and preparations of the govern-

ment againft them ; and by their intelligence

finding they were likely to meet with a very

different reception from that which they had
experienced at Lancaster, they though it fafeft

to halt there, and return home without effect-

ing their purpofe. Poflibly this account of thefe

murders and riots may appear foreign to our

fubjecl, and thus far it is fo; but the people

called Quakers, although they were of a very

contrary difpofition, and could have no concern in

Inch adtions, yet they were very caufelefly in-

volved in the confequences. When the rioters

came to Germantown, and found themfelves

fruftrated in their defigns, they dropped their

menaces of deftroying the Indians, aud be-

gan to complain of grievances. A paper un-

iigned had been delivered to the governor, as

from the rioters on their march, though it was
doubted whether many of them were acquainted

with the contents, and whether it was not ra-

ther the compofition of feme of their abettors.

Governor On the 7th of the month ibme perfons by the
fends fo-ne

governor's authority, went to meet them, and
pertoiis to P

1

,' r 1 •
i

meet them, inquire into the realon 01 their tumultuous ap-

pearance. It appeared in the conference held

with them, that thefe people were much de-

luded
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luded through invidious mifreprcfentations, chap,
which had raifed their prejudice againft the lL

conduct of the government. In fine, their lead- \^±.
ers engaged they fhould return home, two ofTheyddi-

them being agreed upon to reprefent the reft, in "JJ,^
order to lay the grievances they pretended they and retum

were under before the governor, and the afTem- home *

bly then fitting.

A declaration of their intentions, I fuppofe,

and a remonitrance of their grievances were
prefented to the legiflature ; and the meeting

for fufferings at Philadelphia receiving informa-

tion that the laid declaration and remonftrance

contained groundlefs reflections on the Quakers

as a fociety, they applied to the governor, re-

quelling a copy of each, which he readily

granted; whereupon they agreed upon an ad-

drefs iii anfwer thereto, which they prefented

to the governor as follows.

To John Penn, Efq. Lieutenant Governor of
the Province of Penfylvania.

The Addrefs of the People called Quakers
in the faid Province.

May it pleafe the Governor,

" We acknowledge thy kind reception of our Addrefs of

" application for copies of the two papers pre- ^nS°
pIe

" fen ted to thee by fome of the frontier inhabi- Quakers to

" tants of this province, on the 6th and 13th the §over -

" inftant, which we have perufed and confider-

" ed, and find feveral parts thereof are evident-
ie

\y intended to render us odious to our fupe-

" riors.
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chap." riors, and to keep up a tumultuous fphit
11 " among the inconfiderate part of the people.

,»$«. " We therefore requeit thy favourable atteu-
ic tion to fome obfervations which we appre-
" bend neceffary to offer, to affert our iuno-

" cence of the falfe charges, and uujuft in-
ei finuations, thus invidiouily propagated againil

" us.

,
" Our religious fociety hath been well known

fc through the Britifh dominions above an hun-
" dred years, and was never concerned in pro-

" moting or countenancing any plots or infur-
cc reclions againfl the government ; but on the
£C contrary, when ambitious men, thirfting for

" power, have embroiled the Hate in interline

" commotions and bloodfhed, iubverting the

" order of government ; our forefathers, by
" their public declarations, and peaceable con-
" duel, manifefted their abhorrence of fuch
" traiterous proceedings ; and notwith (landing
cc they were often fubjecled to grofs abufes in

" their characters and perfons, and cruel im-
c( prifonments, perfecutions, and fome of them
" to the lofs of their lives, through the infli-

" gation of wicked and unreafonable men, they
<l lteadily maintained their profeilion, and acted

" agreeable to the principles of the true dif-

" ciples of Chrift ; and by their innocent peace-
Cl able conduct, having approved themfelves
" faithful and loyal fubjects, they obtained
" the favour of the government, and were by
" royal authority entrufted wTith many valua-

" ble rights and privileges, to be enjoyed by
" them and their ibeceffors, with the property
1 they purchafed in the foil of this province;

" which induced them to remove from their

" native
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ff native land, with fome of their neighbours ofc h a p.

" other religious focieties, and at their own ex-
<

"•

" penfe, without any charge to the public, to
17^.

cc encounter the difficulties of improving a wil-
(< dernefs, in which the bleflings of divine pro-
" vidence attended their endeavours beyond
<c

all human expectation- and from the firft

" fettling of the province, till within a few
f£ years pari, both the framing and adminiftra-

" tion of the laws were committed chiefly to

" men of our religious principles, under whom
" tranquillity and peace were preferved among
" the inhabitants, and with the natives. The
" land rejoiced, and every man was protected
" in his perfon and property, and in the full

" enjoyment of religious and civil liberty; but
" with grief and forrow, for fome years pail,

" we have obferved the circumstances of the
" province to be much changed, and that
" interline animofities, and the defolating

" calamities of war, have taken place of tran-
" quillity and peace.

" We have, as a religious fociety, ever care-

" fully avoided admitting matters immediately
" relating to civil government into our delibe-
iC rations, farther than to excite and engage
tf each other to demean ourfelves as dutiful fub-
" jecls to the king, with due refpecl to thole in
<c authority under him, and to live agreeable to

" the religious principles we profefs, and to the
<c uniform example of our anceflors, and to

" this end meetings were inllituted, and are
" ftill maintained, in which our care and con-
cc cern are manifefted to preferve that difcip-
c<

line and good order among us, which tend
" only to the promotion of piety and virtue;

« yet
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chap." yet as members of civil ibeiety, fervices fome-
"* " times occur which we do not judge expedi-

te 64.
" ent to Decome the fubjec~t of the confide-

" ration, of our religious meetings, and of this

" nature is the aflbciation formed by a number
u of perfons in religious profeffion with us, of
" which on this occafion it feems incumbent on
" us to give fome account to the governor, as
** their conduct is mifreprefented, in order to
" calumniate and reproach us as a religious

" fociety, by the infinuations and flanders in
<c the papers fent to the governor, and particu-

" larly in the unfigned declaration, on behalf
" of a number of armed men, on the fixth in-

K ftant, then approaching the city, from diftant

" parts of the province, to the difturbance of
" the public peace.

" In the fpring of the year 1756, the diftrefs

" of the province being very great, and the de-
tc folating calamities of a general Indian war
te apprehended, at the inftance of the provin-
ee cial interpreter Conrad Weifer, and with the
tc approbation of governor Morris, fome of us

" effayed to promote a reconciliation with the

" Indians and their endeavours being bleffed

" with fuccefs, the happy effects thereof were
<c foon manifeft, and a real concern for the
" then deplorable fituation of our fellow fub-
cc je6ls on the frontiers prevailing, in order that
iC they might be capable of rendering fome ef-

" fe£lual fervice ; they freely contributed con-
iC fiderable fums of money, and engaged others
ci in like manner to contribute, ib that about
ci 5000/. was raifed, in order to be employed
c( for the fervice of the public, and chief part
f ' thereof hath been fince expended in prefents

" ^iveii
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given at the public treaties (where they chap.
were ibmetimes delivered by the governors 1L

of this province, and at other times with
17^.

their privity and permiilion) for promoting

the falutary meafures of regaining and con-

firming peace with the Indians, and procuring

the releafe of our countrymen in captivity;

and thereby a confiderable number have been

reftored to their friends ; and we find that

the meafures thus purlued being made known
to the king's generals, who from time to

time were here, and having been communi-
cated by an addrefs lent to the proprietaries of
this province in England, appear, by their

written anfwers, and other teftimonials, to

have received their countenance and appro-

bation. This being the cafe, and the con-

duel of thole concerned in thefe affairs, evi-

dently contrary to the intent and tendency of
the affertion contained in the faid unrig ned
declaration, pretended to be founded on the

records of the county of Berks, we do not

apprehend it neceffary to fay any more
thereon, than that we are (after proper en-

quiry) allured, that nothing of that kind is to

be found on thofe records, and that the pri-

vate minute made by Conrad Weifer, of a re-

port he had received from two Indians, of a
ltory they had heard from another Indian,

pretending to be a meflenger from the Ohio,

does not mention any perfon whatever, nor

contain the charges exprefled in the decla-

ration, and from the enquiry we have made,
wre find them groundlefs and unjuft, and
uttered with a view to amule and ihflame

Vol. IV. O o " the
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the credulous, and to vilify and calumni-

ate us.

" The invidious reflection againft " a fed
that have got the political reins in their

hands, and tamely tyrannize over the good
people of this province;" though evidently

levelled againft us, manifefts the authors of
of thele papers are egregioufly ignorant of
our conduct, or wilfully bent on miireprefent-

ing us; it being known that as a religious

body, we have by public advices, and private

admonitions, laboured with, and earneftly de-

fired, our brethren, wrho have been elected

or appointed to public offices in the govern-

ment for fome years paft, to decline taking

upon them a tafk become fo arduous, under
our late and prelent circumftances ; and that

many have concurred with us in this refoluti-

on is evident, by divers having voluntarily

refigned their feats in the houfe of affembly,

and by others having, by public advertife-

ments fignified their declining the fervice,

and requefting their countrymen to choofe

others in their places, and that many have
refufed to accept of places in the executive

part of the government. We are not con-

fcious that as Englifhmen and dutiful fubje&s,

we have ever forfeited our right of electing

or being elected ; but becaufe we could ferve

no longer in thofe ftations with fatisfaclion to

ourfelves, many of us have chofen to forbear

the exerciie of thefe rights, and wifh a difpo-

fition of a contrary nature was not lb manifeft

in our adverfaries.

" The aceufation of our having been profufe

to favages, and carefully avoiding to contri-

" bute
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" bute to the relief and fupport of the diftrefTed chap.
" families on the frontiers, who have abandon- "•

J

" ed their poffeffions, and fled for their lives, is ,*$,

" equally invidious and miflaken ; we very
" early and expeditioufly promoted a fubfcrip-

" tion, and contributed to the relief of the dif-

" trefles of thofe who were plundered, and fled

" from their habitations in the beginning of the
" Indian war, which was diftributed among
" them, in provifions and cloathing, and afford-

" ed a feafonable relief. Divers among us, in

" the city of Philadelphia, alfo contributed
ec with others the laft fummer, and we are well
" allured that money was raifed, and fent up by
" the members of our fociety in different parts
te of the country; and as foon as we were in-

" formed, that the greater!: part of what had
" been voluntarily raifed by the citizens of
" Philadelphia was nearly expended, a fub-

" fcription was fet on foot, to which feveral

" very generoufly contributed, and a large fum
" might foon have been raifed, and was ftop-
fi ped only on account of the tumult which
'• hath lately happened; and it hath been from
tc our regard to our fellow fubjedls on the fron-

" tiers, and fympathy with their afRicling dif-

" treffes, and a concern for the general welfare
" of the province, that engaged our brethren
iC to raife the money they applied to promote a
" pacification with the natives, and no feparate

" views of intereft to ourfelves; but thus un-
" happily our moft upright and dihnterefted in-
cc tentiohs are mifconftrued and perverted, to
<e impofe on the weak, and anfwer the pernici-
cc ous fchemesofthe enemies of peace,

O o 2 " The
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" The eighth paragraph of the fecond paper,

called the remonftrance, being chiefly anfwer-

Tt^T"' " ec* ^y tne foregoing obfervations, it may be
" necefTary only to obferve, on the malicious
" charge of " abetting the Indian enemies, and
" keeping up a private intelligence with them,"
" which we can allure the governor is altogether

" falfe and groundlefs, and we do not know of
" any member of our fociety chargeable there-

of with ; the tranfaclion relating to the firing
<c (which they have called a belt of wampum)
" we find by letters from general Forbes, and
'* other papers produced to us, was in confe-
* c quence of a meffage fent by the king's deputy
<• agent to the Indians on the Ohio, in the name
cc of Sir William Johnfou, their brother Onas,
" and the descendants of the firft fettlers who
" came over with their antient brother William
" Penn ; as alfo of Frederick Port's being en-
<£ gaged by fome members of our community
" to go on another meffage to thefe Indians,

" by the exprefs orders of that general, who
" then commanded the king's army, and with
" the concurrence of the governor of this pro-
" vince ; but wre do not approve or think it al-

" lowable for any private fubjedl to carry on a
ci correfpondence, or treat with the enemies ofthe
*' king and government, nor to engage in the
" tranfadtion of any affairs of the government,
" without the privity and confent of thofe in
cc authority over us.

" We defire the governor to excufe our tak-

" ing this opportunity of exculpating ourfelves
« c from another falfe accufation, induftrioufly
iC propagated, with a defign to reproach us as

" a fociety; it having been reported, during

the
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the late commotion in this city, that fome chap.
perfons of our community had in the evening

t

lL

of the 6th in{tant, removed, from or near the ,-6+ .

barracks, fix Indians, to an ifland in the river,

nearly oppofite the city, with a dehgn to con-

ceal them, and evade their being feen and

examined by fome of the people from the

frontiers, and that an ex parte depofition of

an apprentice boy was taken to that purpofe

;

upon hearing which, fome of us immediately

requefted to have the faid boy and his mafter

carefully examined before the mayor • in con-

fequence thereof, both of them were enjoined

and required by the recorder, and one of

the aldermen, to appear before the mayor, in

the morning of the nth inn-ant, at 11

o'clock , but it appeared from the teftimony

of his matter, that before the time appointed

the boy abfconded, and after diligent fearch

is not lince found. Wherefore the mayor,

after the examination of the military officers

(to whofe care the Indians had been commit-

ted) and of other witnefles relating to the

matter, upon confideration thereof, and the

circumftances attending the relation; fir ft

the alderman, before whom the depofition

had been made, and afterwards the mayor

publicly declared, they were convinced the

accufation was utterly falfe and groundlefs.

" It would be a tedious tafk for us to under-

take to anfwer all the flanderous reports and

mifreprefentations, which have been fpread,

with a defign to prejudice our characters,
: through the malice of fome, and the igno-

rance of others ; but having the teftimony of
<? oar



$66 HISTORY of the

chap." our confciences to recur to for our innocence,
lL rC we hope through divine affiftance, we fhall

i "64 " De enabled to bear reproaches; and, by the
u uprightnefs of our conduct, fhew forth to the
" world, that we live in the fear of God, and
" pay the juft returns of dutiful fubmiffion to

" the king, for the continuance of his paternal
" tendernefs towards us ; and that we are, as

" we have ever been, real friends to the
*' government, and fteadily defirous of adding

" agreeable to our ftations, as members of
" civil fociety.

" Signed on behalf, and by order of a com-
'u mittee appointed to reprelent our religious
i( fociety in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, at a
f< meeting held in Philadelphia, the 25th of
" fecond month, 1764."

Samuel Emlen, junior, Clerk.

The frontiers were moftly inhabited by emi-

grants from the north of Ireland and their dd-

fcendants, and Germans ; the latter, though ib-

licited, to their reputation, refufed to join with,

or have any concern in thefe iniquitous and tu-

multuous proceedings.

And, as the difpofition and behaviour of the

people called Quakers towards the Indians had
been as to all others (and contrary to theirs)

regulated by a ftricl. regard to equity, morality

and that religion that chelates peace on earth,

2nd good will to men ; the rioters looking upon
it in an invidious light, and as reproaching their

own too general vindictive temper and conduct,

they
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they went beyond all bounds of juftice and chap-
truth in moft abufive representations of that _J

r

__,
people, to whom and their predeceffors and I7 £+

principles, Penfylvania was principally indebted

for its profperity and population : all their con-

duel, public and private, was mifconftrued

with the ufual injuftice of party rage. *

Soon after writing the foregoing, the author I7gI .

was feized with a fit of apoplexy, which in a
^

e

e

a^r

few hours ended in his deceafe.—He attained <^

e

this

to 70 years, and had been engaged during the work.

laft eight years of his life in writing this

biftory.

A Teftimony from Liiburn Men's Meeting,

concerning our deceaied friend John
Go ugh, read and approved in the Quarter-

ly-Meeting for Ulfter, held at Moyallon the

1 8th of 2d Month, and in the National

Half-year's Meeting in Dublin, 5th Month,

1792.

He was born at Kendal in Weftmoreland, in

the beginning of the year 1 721, of parents pro-

filing the truth, as held by us, the people

called

* Nothing has been added to the copy left written by

my father, except a few of the biographical accounts of

deceafed friends, which he had propofed to be inferted.

He intended t* have concluded the work in this fourth

volume, but from the number of original papers yet re-

maining, it feems impra&icable. Thofe papers are now

in my poifeffion, and {hall be carefully preserved, till

fome friend may fee it his bufmefs to finiih it in a fifth

volume.

Lifburn in Ireland, 5th
jOHN Gough, Junior,

of fixth mo. 1792.
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c ha p-called Quakers, and by the information we
have received concerning him, -we find that

1 79 1. from his youth he was much inclined to feriouf-

nefs and thoughtfulnefs, being early made ac-

quainted with the teachings of divine grace ?n

his heart, and mealurably attending thereto, he
became an example of plainnefs, frugality and
fobriety, in his apparel and conduct, and was
thereby preferved from the evils and condem-
nable practices, into which too many of our
youth by purfuing a contrary conduct, have un-
happily fallen.

Having received an education fuitable to

qualify him for a fchoolmafter, and being en-

dowed with good natural parts, he was employ-
ed about the fixteenth year of his age as ufher

in a friend's fchool, at Pickwich in Wiltshire,

in which ftation he continued four years, and
then refigning his place, he removed into this

kingdom.
In the year 1750, he fettled in Dublin, where

he remained about twenty four years, follow-

ing the occupation of a fchoolmafter. During

his refidence in that city, he approved himfelf

a valuable member of fociety, having experi-

enced through the fanclifying operation of the

fpirit of truth, a gradual advancement in the

work of righteoufnefs, as he grew in years, grow-

ing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jefus Ghrift, he was thereby fitted for

fervice, and being appointed to the office of an

elder in the church, pretty fhortly after his fet-

tlement there, he was found truly ferviceable

in his ftation amongft his brethren.

In
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In the year 1774, he was induced by an ap-c hap.
prehenfion of duty to remove into this neigh- "•_

t

bourhood, and undertook the. care of a board- ^g Z

ing fchool, about which period he was called

forth into the more public work of the miniflry,

and approved himfelf in the exercife of his gift

as an able minifter, fpeaking the things that be-

came found doctrine, labouring abundantly in

the frefh flowings forth of gofpel love, for the

exaltation of truth and the edification of the

body. In the courfe of his minifterial labours,

he vilited the province of Munfter and fundry
parts of Leiufter, and once, viz. in the year

1785, feveral counties in England, he alio fun-

dry times attended the yearly meeting in Lon-
don, and on all thefe occafions we have reafon

to believe his company and fervices were truly

acceptable to friends.

In tranfadling the affairs of the church,

he was eminently fkilful and of extenfive ufe

in the fociety, particularly by his alliftance

therein at the time of our national aflemblies,

being favoured with a found judgment, quick

conception and a right underftanding of the

letter and fpirit of our discipline, with the

capacity of expreffing his thoughts in a clear,

concife and convincing manner. He was often

inflrumental by his judicious and feafonable

remarks, in cafes of difficulty, where friends

were divided in judgment, in reconciling

their different fentiments, to the prefervation

of harmony and concord • yet was he care-

ful not to prefs his opinion above meafure,

thereby manifefling his regard to the promo-
tion of good order in the church of Chrift,

in
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c h a p. in obfervance of the apoftle's injun&ion to
u

' his ion Timothy, that the fervant of the Lord
,-gIt mull not ftrive, but be gentle unto all men,

apt to teach, patient, in meeknefs inftructing

thofe that oppofe themfelves. He alio (hewed
a good example of brotherly condelcenfion

in giving up to the neceffary fervice and ap-

pointments of the meeting, at the requeft of

his brethren.

He was of a fober, eircumfpedt life and
converfation, as becometh the gofpel of Chrilt;

plain and humble in his appearance, and grave

in deportment, (hewing himfelf a pattern of
good works, in dodlrine (hewing uncorrupt-

nefs, gravity, lincerity. And although it may
be faid, that in public teftimony, he was for

the mod part drawn forth in a clofe line of
doctrine, from a weighty fenfe of the deep

revolting and departure in heart of many
of the profeffors of the blefied truth, in the

prefent day, from the holy law and govern-

ment of the Prince of peace, yet at other

feafons, particularly in more feled opportu-

nities, he was experienced to be as a nurfing

father to the children of the family, a tender

inftrudlor in the way to the kingdom, and
an encourager of the honeft-hearted therein.

And if wre conlider him in the more con-

tracted circle of private life, he was a kind

and affectionate neighbour, full of tendernefs

and compaflion, feeling in much fympathy
for the trials and fufterings of his friends,

whom he negle&ed not to vifit, and to com-
miferate in their diftrefs as opportunity of-

fered
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fered, to cheer the drooping heart and to c h a p.

adminifter confolation to the affli&ed.^
.

"'_
t

He was a diligent attender of meetings for I79I<

worfhip and discipline at home and abroad,

being icarcely ever abfent from our general

province quarterly and national meetings, he

likewife frequently vifited the fmaller meet-

ings, and the adjacent meetings of difcipline,

as alfo the families of friends in different parts

of this province, to good fatisfaclion, being

often therein much favoured to fpeak appli-

cably to the feveral ftates of the vifited.

And when releafed from fervices of this na-

ture abroad, he was careful not to be flothful

in bufineis at home, being clofely employed

for feveral years during the latter ftage of

his life, in the weighty and arduous under-

taking of compiling a general hiftory of our

lbciety, three volumes of which have been

lately publifhed, and the remaining one brought

very nearly to a conclufion; of this work

as it is already well known and pretty gene-

rally in friends hands, it does not appear

needful for us to fay much, further than to

exprefs our hope that it may be as a me-

morial to many, of thofe ufeful talents where-

with he was gifted, and of his application

of them, under the influence of divine aid,

with diligence and devotednefs of heart, to

the caufe and fervice of truth in his gene-

ration.

About a year before his death, he was

attacked with a fudden ftroke of the paralytic

kind, which gave much caufe of apprehen-

fion to his family and friends, that the time

of
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c h a p. of his 'departure was at hand

j from which
._

"
' .however he fo far recovered as to under-

179 1*. take the performance of a religious vifit to
fome meetings in the province of Leinfter,
and to join with fundry friends, nominated
by our national meeting, in vifiting the meet-
ings

^
of difcipline in Munfter, and he was

furnifhed with ftrength and ability to ac-
complifh the fervice and to return to his family
in peace.

He was at times concerned in public fup-
plication in our affemblies, on which occa-
iions he appeared weighty and fervent in
fpirit, as one deeply imprefTed with a reve-
rent fenfe of the folemnity of the engagement,
and a few weeks previous to his death, be-
ing engaged on this wife, after interceding
for the general ftate of the church, he was
led by a remarkable tranfition, as if favoured
with a fenfe of his approaching diflblution,
to fupplicate on his own behalf, that he might
be more and more purified and fitted for his
final change, that when the angel of the di-
vine preience mould be fent to his habita-
tion with the folemn meflfage that time
fhould be to him no longer, he might be ad-
mitted to join the hundred and forty four
thoufand who were redeemed from the earth,
m finging praifes to the lamb. And as our
dear friend continued a zealous and diligent
labourer in the vineyard until the conclu-
fion of his days, being willing to fpend and
to be fpent, that fo he might finifh the work
allotted to him therein, as a good and faith-
ful fervant; we doubt not but he is now a

partaker
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partaker of the blefled recompenfe of reward chap.
in the joy of his Lord. 1L

On the 25th day of the tenth month,
l
-Ql

1 79 1, being fuddenly feized with another fit,

which in a few hours put a period to his

exiftenee in this ftate of mutability, he quietly

departed as one falling afleep and on the

28th he was decently interred in friends

burying ground at Lifburn after a folemn

meeting.

End of the Fourth Volume.
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»TO THE

FOURTH VOLUME.

A.

ABERDEEN, magiftrates

there make a law to disfran-

chife the Quakers, p. 123.

Aft againft Heretics. See He-
retic.—Againft occafional con-

formity, p. 96.—See Schifm

aft repealed, 176.

Addrefs to queen Anne, p. 4.

—

To ditto, p, 6.—Third, of ac-

knowledgment of the queen's

favour in repealing an adl en-

titled Heretics, p. 58.—Fourth,

upon the defeat of a defigned

invafion, p. 62.—Fifth, upon
the treaty of Utrecht, p. 104.

— to king George,!.upon
his acceffion, p. 158,—To dit-

to, on the extinction of the re-

bellion, p. 167.

Addrefs to the king on account of
the extinction of the rebellion

in Scotland in 1745, p. 336.
from the friends in Ire-

land, p. 436.
of friends to the proprie-

taries of Penfylvania, p. 465.
to George III. on his ac-

ceffion to the throne, p. 532.
to the princefs of Wales,

P-533-
to the king on the peace

1763* P- 539-
Affirmation-a6l renewed in the

old form, p. 161.—Continues

uneafy to many friends—Ap-
plication for a new a<5t, which

may be univerfally fatisfactory,

p 181.
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p. 181—Pafled by the com-
mons, p. 185.—Oppofed in the

houfe of lords, p. 186—Petiti-

on againft it, p. 187—Pafled

by the lords, p. 190.—Epiftle

of caution concerning the ufe

thereof, p. 191.—Made per-

petual, p. 197.—Form of

the affirmation, note, p. 260.

—Renewed in Ireland, p. 437.
Alteration of the ftyle, p. 369.
Andrews, Peter, his life, p. 412.

Anne. See queen.

Anthony, Jofeph, and others im-

prisoned for declining to affefs

minifterswages, p. 2 1 8.—Their

cafe laid before the king and
council, p. 219.

Arfcott, Alexander, account of
him, p. 307.

Afhton, John, his life, p. 431.
Affociation for preferving peace

with the Indians, p. 504.

B.

Bangs, Benjamin, account of him,

P-3 1 ?-

Banks, John, account of him, p.

72.

Barclay's apology fent to the ple-

nipotentiaries at Aix-la-Cha-

pelle, p. 362.

Bevan, Evan, account of him, p.

342-
Bewley, Mungo, his life, p. 438.
Bill for relief of the people cal-

led Quakers brought into par-

liament, in 1736, p. 283.

—

Bilhops and clergy oppofe faid

bill, p. 285, &c—Bill loft in

the houfe of lords after paffing

the commons, p. 28$.

Blakeling, John, aecount of him,

p. 21.

Boococke, William, his cafe, p.

3°3-
Bownas, Samuel, lands in Mary.

land, p. 134.—His anfwer to

George Keith's challenge, ibid.

—Is imprifoned, p. 138.—Bill

of indictment preferred againft

him, rejected by the grand jury,

p. 140.—Threatened to be fent

to England in chains, p. 141.

—He learns to make ihoes for

his fupport in prifon, p. 143.—
Regains his liberty, p. 144.

—

Concluding account of him, p»

392-
Bradford, William, See George

Keith.

Burn, Benjamin, his cafe, 303.

C.

Cadwallader, John, his life, p.

457-
Camm, Anne, account of her, p.

44-
Thomas, ditto, p. 64.

Cafe of people called Quakers

prefented to parliament, in

1^36, p. 282.

Cafes of Richard Ward, Benja-

min Burn, and William Boo-

cocke, p. 303.

of Thomas Richardfon and

Benjamin Cox, p. 338.

Cafe of Hannah Rifdale, p. 339.

of Travail Fuller, p. 402.

of Daniel Hollis, p. 420.

of Francis Hart, profecuted

by Mary Jerom, p. 534.
Chalkley, Thomas, his vifit to the

Indians, p. 152—His life and

death, p. 446.
Claridge,



N D E X.

Claridge, Richard, account of

him, p. 204.

Convincement in Tortola, p. 445.
Cox, Benjamin, his cafe, p. 338.

Crifp, Samuel, account of his

convincement, p. 350.

Crouch, William, account ofhim,

p. 83.

D.
Dickenfon, James, his life, p. 319.

Diftraints, exorbitant, p. 293.

Dobbs, John, his life, p. 426.

E.

Ellwood, Thomas, account of

him, p. 105.

Epiftle to the plenipotentiaries at

Aix-la-Chapelle, p. 362.

of advice on the alteration

of the ftyle, p. 370.

Eftaugh, John, and Richard

Gove, taken by a French pri-

vateer and carried into Marti-

nico, p. 149.—His life, p. 454.
F.

Farrington, Ab. his life, p. 416.

Fothergill, John, his life, p. 326.

Fox,Margaret, account ofher,p. 7.

Frederickftadt, friends there under
fuffering, p. 97.

Fuller, Travail, his cafe, p. 402.

G.
George I. afcends the throne of

Great-Britain, p. 157.—Ad-
drefs ofthe people called Quak-
ers to him, p. 158.

George II. afcends the throne,

p. 277.—Addrefs to him on
account of the extinction of the

rebellion in 1745. p. 336.

—

His anfwer, 337.—Addrefs to

him from Ireland, p. 438.

—

His death, p. 426.—George
III. fucceeds to the throne, p.

531.—Friends addrefs to him
Vol. IV.

thereupon, 532.—His anfwer,

P-53.3-
Goodwin, John, his life, p. 541.
Gough, John, author of this hifto-

ry, his death and teftimony con-

cerning him, p. 567.
Gurney, John, his life, p. 314.

H.
Hart, Francis, profecuted by
Mary Jerom, p. 534.

Heretics, an act under that title

againfl Quakers, Ranters, &c.

part in the colony of Connecti-

cut, p. 56.—Repealed by the

queen and council, p. 57.
Hoadley's two fermons, and pro-

ceedings thereupon, p. 1 75.
Hollis, Daniel, his cafe, p. 420.
Holme, Benjamin, vifits Ireland in

company with John Burton, p.

237.—Vifits Londonderry and
feveral other places, p. 238.—

•

Imprifoned at Longford, ibid.

I.

Indians at Coneftogoe, account
ofthem, p. 547.—AddrefsJohn
Penn, governor of Penfylvania,

p. 548.—Six of them murder-
ed by the frontier inhabitants,

p. 549.—Proclamation imied

for difcovering the murderers,

p. 550.—The remaining 14
Indians murdered at Lancaster,

p. 551.—Second proclamation,

p. 55T.—Other Indians re-

moved to Philadelphia for pro-

tection, p. 554.—The murder-
ers and their abettors threaten

Philadelphia, but ftop within

fix miles of it, and fend in a
remonftrance, p. 556, 557.

—

Addrefs of the people called

Quakers on the foregoing fub-

ject, p. 557.
P p Ireland,
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Ireland, friends there allowed to

anfwer bills in chancery upon
their affirmation, p. 258.—Ex-
empted from the penalties of

2d Elizabeth.—A provincial

vifit, p. 259.—Affirmation-act

obtained, p. 260.—Renewed,

P- 437-
K.

Keith, George, fent as a miffiona-

ry to America, p. 9, 128.—En-
deavours more to depreciate

the Quakers than to recom-

mend epifcopacy, p. 129.

—

His interview With John Rich-

ardfon, p. 130.—Next meets
with Thomas Story.—He
challenges Samuel Bownas to

a difpute, p. 1 34.—Sends Brad-

ford to take advantage of Sa-

muel's doctrine, p. 1 55.—Who
informs againft him and pro-

cures his imprifonment, p. 137.

G. Keith returns to England
and gets a living in SufTex, p.

144.—Becomes uneafy to his

parifhioners about their tithes,

p. 145.—Further account of

him, p. 146.

Kidd, Benjamin, account of him,

P- 3 65-
L.

Life of Margaret Fox, p. 7.

Ambrofe Rigge, p. 9.

John Blakeling, p. 21.

Gilbert Latey, p. 25.

Anne Camm, p. 44.
Thomas Camm, p. 64.

John Banks, p. 72.

William Crouch, p. 83.

. Thomas Ellwood, p. 105.

Samuel Waldenfield, p.

169.

3°7-

Life of William Penn, p. 177.
GeorgeWhitehead,p. 198.

Richard Claridge, p. 204.
Chriftopher Story, p.

226.

John Barcroft, p. 261.

Alexander Seaton, p. 262.

Thomas Wight, p. 265.

Thomas Wilfon, p. 267.
Alexander Arfcott, p.

- Samuel Overton, p. 311.

•John Gurney, p. 314.
Benjamin Bangs, p. 317.
James Dickenfon, p. 319.
Thomas Story, p. 322.

John Fothergill, p. 326.

Evan Bevan, p. 342.
Benjamin Kidd, p. 365.
John Richardfon, p. 377.
Samuel Bownas, p. 392.

• Peter Andrews, p. 412.
Abraham Farrington, p.

William Pitts, p. 422.

John Dobbs, p. 426.

John Afhton, p. 43 1.

George Rooke, p. 433.
Mungo Bewley, p. 438.
Mary Peifley, p. 439.
Thomas Chalkley, p. 446.
John Eftaugh, p. 454.
JohnCadwallader,p.457.

— John Goodwin, p. 541,

M.

Meeting-houfe at Park, South-

wark, cafe thereof, p. 32.

at Savoy, London,
ditto.

416.

at Oxford much da-

maged, note, p. 163.

Meeting for fufferings eftablifhed

at Philadelphia, p. 480.

Meeting
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Meeting in London depute two
friends to carry an epiftle of

advice to friends in Penfylva-

nia, p. 486.

N.

Nobleman, advice of one to

friends of London on Penfyl-

vania affairs, p. 483.

O.

Overton, Samuel, his life, p. 3 1 1.

P.

Peifley, Mary, her life, p. 439.
Penn, William, his letter to the

fettlers in Penfylvania, p. 154.

his death, &c. p.

177.

Penfylvania, original ftate of that

province, p, 458.—Long en-

joyment of peace, p. 460.

—

Due regard paid to religion,

&c. ibid.—Profperity under

the government of Quakers,

p. 461.—Envious perfons caufe

diffatisfaction there, p. 462.

—

The proprietary governors en-

deavour to encroach on the

privileges of the people, p. 462.—Conceive a diflike againft the

Quakers on account of their

adherence to the eftablifhed

conftitution, p. 463.—The
French caufe the Indians to

make war on the province, p.

464.—Friends addrefs on ac-

count of the militia-laws, p.

465.—Endeavours ufed to de-

prive friends of places in the

affembly, p. 470.—They are

mifreprefented to the Britifh

government, p. 471.—Their

vindication, p. 473.—Remarks

on the Indians, p. 473.

—

Friends raife a fubfcription for

the fufferers in the Indian war,

p. 479.—Meeting for fuffer-

ings eftablifhed, 480.—The
meeting for fufferings interpofe

on behalf of their friends in

Penfylvania, p. 482.—New go-

vernor appointed, p. 487.

—

But one-third of the affembly

of thofe called Quakers, p. 488.
—Rigorous exactions under
the militia laws, p. 489.—In-

habitants of Penfylvania divide

into parties, p. 489.—The peo-

ple called Quakers advife their

members not to mix with par-

ties ; notwithftanding the ill—

ufage which they had received,

p. 490.—Proprietaries refufe

letting their eftates be taxed,

p. 491.—An apology of the

Quakers for not joining in a
general faft, p. 494.—Affocia-

tion for preferving peace, p.

504.—Friends attend an Indi-

an treaty, p. 506.—Friends ad-

drefs the affembly to prohibit

an intended theatre, p. 510.

—

Letter from meeting for fuf-

ferings in London to that at

Philadelphia, Appendix, p.

511.—Summary account of

Occurrences with governor

Denny, Appendix, p. 513. See

Indians.

Pitts, William, his life, p. 422.
Pretender, young, lands in Scot-

land, p. 334.
Profecutions,lift of fevere, p. 280,

281.
—

,
grievous for trivial

demands, p. 289, Sec.

ProfecutipEii
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Profecution, repeated of the fame
perfons, p. 296.

Quakers, act paffed againfl them
under the title of hereticks, p.

56.—Remonftrate againfl the
fchifm-act, p. 124 Addrefs
the king upon the extinction of
the rebellion, 1715, p. 167.

—

Admitted tothefreedom of cor-
porations upon their affirmati-

on, p. 204.—Some in New-
England imprilbned for declin-

ing to affefs the prieft's wages,
p. 219.

QueenAnne afcends the throne, p.

3.—Declares her refolution to

maintain the toleration, p. 5.—Repeals an aft paffed in the

colony of Connecticut againfl

Quakers under the title of he-

reticks. p. 57.—Her death, p.

126.

R.

Rebellion in Scotland, 1 7 1 5, p.

165.—Quelled, p. 166.—Ad-
drefs on this occahon, p. 167.

—Ditto, in 1745, P- 334-

—

Quelled, p. 335.—Addrefs on
the occafion, p. 336.—King's
anfwer, p. 337.

Report of committee appointed
to enquire into the complaints

of Penfylvanian Indians, Ap-
pendix, No. iii. p. 529.

Richardfon, Thomas, his cafe, p.

.338.

Richardfon, John, his life, p. 377.
Rigge, Ambrofe, account of him,

p. 9.—his warning, 1 2.

Riidale, Hannah, her cafe, p. 339.
Rooke, George, his life, p. 433.

S.

Schifm, act againfl the growth
thereof, p. 1 23.—Remonitrance
againfl it, p. 124.—Rendered
ineffectual by the queen's death,

p. 126.—Repealed, p. 176.
Story, Chriflopher, account of

him, p. 226.

Story, Thomas, his vifit to Ire-

land, p. 243.—At Kilkenny
perfecuted by the bifhop of
OfTory, ibid.—Committed to

prifon, p. 245.—Removed to

the fheriff's houfe, where he
hath a meeting, p. 247.

—

Again imprifoned, p. 250.

—

Again committed on the a<5t

for uniformity, p. 253.—Final-

ly fet at liberty, p. 255.—His
life, p. 322.

Style, alteration of the, p. 369.
epiflle of advice thereon,

P-37°-
T.

Tithes, account of feveral who
laid down their lives in prifon

for their teflimony againfl them,
p. 298.

Tortola, Ifland, convincement
there, p. 445.

Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, p.

362.

U.

Utrecht, treaty of peace conclud-
ed there, p. 103.

W.

Waldenfield, Samuel, account of
him, p. 169.

Ward, Richard, his cafe, p.

3?3-
Whitehead, George, account of

him, p. 198.














